
* GUADALCANAL * NORTHERN SOLOMONS * LEYTE * SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES * VIETNAM 

FOUNDED 1945 

MARCH - APRIL 1989 

AMER I CAL 
NEWSLETTER 

DEDICATED AS A LIVING MEMORIAL TO ALL VETERANS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION 

Editor-in-Chief: Oscar Paterson III 
Vietnam Editor: Ron Ward 

Published Bi-Monthly 

THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION - P.O. BOX 1381, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02104 

176 AVIATION COMPANY 

VIETNAM 1970 



AMERICAL NEWSLETTER MARCH/APRIL 1989 

1988 NATIONAL OFFICERS 1989 

NATIONAL COMMANDER 
Robert Thornton 

   
Melrose, MA 02167 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 
Bernard Carroll 

 
Boston, MA 02130 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 
#Ronald L. Ward 

 
St. Louis, MO 63123 

NATIONAL ADJUTANT 
Bernard Chase 

 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

NATIONAL FINANCE OFFICER 
Hyman Forman 

 
Randolph, MA 01238 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
James C. Buckle - Chairman 

#Roland T. Castronova 
William T. Schmidt 

Bernard C. Chase 
Francis L. Guerriero 

Ralph Serino 
Kenneth L. Turner 

Leo Ciccolo 
John V. Nightingale 

Daniel P. Ramsey, Jr. 
John A. Levert 

MlllllfN~:!/illl!llllllli!l;uumlf.tl\lllllllllWltBll;l;u-lilllllli!lffWlllll/111111,dMilll!lli!llll,,llljfffJl!llfllH!llllll!;t.'lb'llll,11!1 

AMERICAL NEWSLETTER 

MANAGING EDITOR 
James C. Buckle 

 
Wakefield, MA 01880 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Oscar Patterson III 

  
Fayetteville, NC 28396 

VIETNAM EDITOR 
Ronald L. Ward 

 
St. Louis, MO 63123 

#Vietnam Veteran 
ui.tlllftlllflllllllilllliNl"lll!llll!illllili!lllll!iftlll!!illll!llllllllllillil1ftll!lllllllll!~fMllllllillllllllRlllililllllllllliffliillliiflllllllllllil!l!!fl 

MONTHLY A.D.V.A. MEETINGS 

April 8, 1989 
Americal Museum 

1:00 p.m. 
Fort Devens, MA 

Business Meeting 

May , 1989 

VETERANS DAY 

Jur1e 1 1989 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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COMMANDERS MESSAGE 

This month's message comes from a sad and 
heavy heart. In the space of two weeks, the 
Americal Division Veterans Association lost 
two members and an ardent booster. 

Allen Adams, Company M, 182 Infantry, passed 
away on January 31, 1989. He did a lot of 
work as a curator for the Americal Museum at 
Fort Devens. All the different patches and 
insignias that are displayed and the models 
hanging from the rafters are his work. He 
even made some of those models. He was so 
inconspicuous in his contributions·and tire­
less efforts that many people did not know 
who was responsible for this work. They 
wi 11. 

Father Laurence Brock, Catholic Chaplain of 
the 182 Infantry passed away on February 9, 
1989. He was well liked and thought highly of 
by the men of the 182 Infantry and others 
that sought spiritual guidance and consola­
tion. 

Any member than wishes to send a donation in 
the memory of Father Brock may send it to: 
Campion Center for Retired Jesuits, 319 Con­
cord Road, Weston, MA 02193. 

Doris Chase, wife of our National Adjutant, 
Bernard Chase, passed away on February 11, 
1989, after being involved in a tragic 
accident. 

Doris was an ardent booster of the America! 
Family. She helped to plan and did much of 
the background work for many of our social 
activities. Her pleasant smile and person­
ality will be sorely missed by all who knew 
her. 

I could go on and on about the contributions 
these people have made to the Americal. It 
is saddening and hard to realize that we have 
lost such assets to our Association in such a 
short space of time. 

Our condolences go out to all their families 
in this, their time of sorrow. May all their 
souls rest in peace. 

-•-..-: 2 II 

TIME IS GROWING SHORT! 

Time is growing short to make plans for the 
National Convention--June 1,2,3 in Orlando, 
Florida. Anybody who is planning on flying 
in should take a look at American Airlines' 
discount fares. 45¼ off with only two weeks 
notice isn't bad! 

lllllllllilliiffllRlll:lllll:IIIGIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIH!OOl~IIIIIIC:l!llDllltlll:MI__.JGM!~ 

A.D.V.A. NATIONAL CONVENTION 
June 1,2,3 1989 

Delta Court of Flags 
Orlando, Florida - .. .,. ___ _ 

ARE YOUR DUES 
PAID? 
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Joseph Balcazar 
132nd Infantry 
South Miami, FL 

Joseph McConnell 
Btry. A 245th F.A. 
Blakely, PA 

Jerry F. Kralik 
4/31 A/C Co. 196 LIB 

Nappervi l le, IL 

Joseph O'Brien 
198 LIB 

Flushing, NY 

Vernon F. Schoof 
246th F.A. 

McMinnville, OR 
IL sust•■!■ IIWllllllllM8111111_, WIIIIIIWIIIBI IMl!tt1111Mi111118IRIIUIMIIIIII 

NEW MEMBERS 

John C. Beitzel 
D Co. 4/21 Inf. 11 LIB 
Media, PA 
#Bill Serna 

Orland F. Burns 
Hq. Btry. 72nd F.A. 
San Antonio, TX 
#Steven J. Nichols 

Robert K. Cowles 
E Trp 1st CAV 11 LIB 
Springfield, IL 
#Bernie Chase 

Sylves D. Benson 
247th F.A. 

St. Helena, CA 
#Herbert H. Baer 

Leonard A. Corvelli 
26th Signal 

Wyomissing, PA 
#William A. Gold 

Carl F. Cox 
B Co 8th Spt Bn 196 LIB 

Lakeside, FL 
#Robert Thornton 

Francis P. Delfgaaulu Irvin S. Dworkin 
C Co 4/31 Inf 11 LIB 221st F.A. 
Brooklyn, NY Columbus, OH 
#Richard Carey #LTC Peter Messina 

Robert L. Granoff David L. Heindl 
26th Signal E Co 1/6 198 LIB 
Collegeville, PA Big Bend, WI 
#William A. Gold #Bernie Chase 

Lawrence E. Holoway Jerry F. Kralik 
Co E 182nd Inf 4/31 Inf A/C Co 196 LIB 
Seminole, FL Napperville, IL 
#Jim Buckle #Robert Thornton 

Richard C. Mazzarella Joseph McConnell 
Co A 5/46 198 LIB Btry A 245th F.A. 
Bradford, MA Blakely, PA 
#John J. Sullivan #Forrest A. Mengel 

Michael McPherson Harold A. Minahan 
196 LIB 494 QM Depot Co 
Felton, DL Methuen, MA 
#Dutch DeGroot #Frank Diorio 

Dennis J. Nickels Kermit E. Trout 
HQ 4/3 11 LIB 26th Signal 
Chicago, IL Mohnton, PA 
#Bruce Mulcrone #William A. Gold 

Donald VanEstenbridge 
23rd M.P. 

Wharton, NJ 
#Self 

#Sponsor 
IIOIIIIIIIJIMIMl)lll!l!IRIIIIIIIIIHIIIIM!IIIIIIIIIIIMllllllllllllllllliJlllllll1!mlll6JIIDll!llllllllllllllllUlllllOOlllll!III 

HAVE YOU ASKED A BUDDY 
TO JOIN ADVA? 

l'-;S-zf'il Z1Sc;6z. 
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IMPORTANT! 
YOU SHOULD KNOW! 

DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES 

SEPTEMBER DUES NOTICES 
1st Notice Membership Card Mailed in ADVANCE 

of payment of dues. 

2nd Notice Overdue notice printed in 
November-December Newsletter. 

3rd Notice Overdue notice mail~d January 
1989. 

Final Notice In 30 days your name will be 
removed from the Roster. 

How many other organizations carry 
an overdue member for 
ALMOST ONE FULL YEAR? 

Rudy R. Alaniz 
Edward J. Bowser, Jr. 
Frank Anthony Burnett 
David E. Gilbert 
James S. Giles Jr. 
William Gorski 
Joseph Kimball 
George McAneney 
Jesse A. Rivera 
Fiori J. Sacco 
Edward J. Stein 

Arthur J. Boucher 
David M. Bradley 
William D. Daly 
Dennis Espinoza 

Edward W. Frantz 
Charles L. Gilliland 

Jack Haas 
Ernie R. Lopes 

Joseph P. Meinike 
Gerald T. Repman 

Richard Ryan 
Larry L. Uplinger 

l!ffiiili!IIMlilfilllllllli:llllll!Mlilll!l&lllffltlllllMlllll.JllllllfllllflllllilNRIIII~-

ADJUTANT'S NOTES 

IMPORTANT 
JANUARY DUES NOTICES 

The January Dues Notices were mailed out during 
January 1989. Please remember that Dues are 
$12.00 per year. This is your second notice 
since we mailed your card in advance of pay­
ment. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

J-0340 
J-0341 
J-0343 · 
J-0344 
J-0350 
J-0352 
J-0354 
J-0355 
J-0358 
J-0360 
J-0361 
J-0363 
J-0365 
J-0369 
J-0378 
J-0383 
J-0384 
J-0386 
J-0389 
J-0389 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CARE NUMBER! 
IF LISTED BELOW, 

SEND YOUR PAYMENT NOW! 

MEMBERSHIP CARD NUMBERS 

J-0392 
J-0394 
J-0404 
J-0413 
J-0417 
J-0421 
J-0423 
J-0427 
J-0428 
J-0429 
J-0431 
J-0434 
J-0438 
J-0439 
J-0445 
J-0446 
J-0448 
J-0453 
J-0458 
J-0460 

J-0461 
J-0464 
J-0465 
J-0470 
J-0471· 
J-0475 
J-0477 
J-0481 
J-0483 
J-0487 
J-0488 
J-0490 
J-0495 
J-0497 
J-0498 
J-0501 
J-0504 
J-0505 
J-0507 
J-0510 

J-0511 
J-0512 
J-0513 
J-0514 
J-0518 
J-0519 
J-0520 
J-0521 
J-0522 
J-0523 
J-0526 
J-0530 
J-0531 
J-0536 
J-0551 
J-0555 
J-0575 
J-0584 
J-0547 
J-0590 

J-0592 
J-0593 
J-0598 
J-0600 
J-0607 
J-0616 
J-0617 
J-0618 
J-0620 
J-0625 
J-0630 
J-0631 
J-0632 
J'-0633 
J-0635 
J-0636 
J-0639 
J-0641 
J-0642 
J-0644 

J-0645 
J-0646 
J-0651 
J-0659 
J-0660 
J-0664 
J-0666 
J-0667 
J-0672 
J-0674 
J-0678 
J-0680 
J-0,339 
J-0408 
J-0426 
J-0595 
J~0650 
J-0669 
J-0693 
J-0694 
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TAPS 

Allan S. Adams 
182nd Inf. 
Methuen, MA 

Re v . Lawrence Brack 
182nd Inf. 
Baston, MA 

February 1989 1 January 1989 
--IINIRlll!lllllll!lla11111111!111811fflWlll!lflll!lllllliRIIIIRIIIIIIIWIIIIIIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIHlllllllllllllllfflllllllllllllHlOIIIIIIIIIVl!ll1 

SICK CALL 

Pat Farina 
  

Punta Gorda, FL 
33850 

Ed Heartquist 
  

Tarpon Springs, FL 
34689 

Jesse E. Hare 
  

Morrisville, PA 
19067 

lll!lli llllllllllll!IIIIIIIIIHl!lllll!lll,'IHIIIIIDl!lillllll!!l!!lllllllilllO,'ll!lll',mll.'llllllfllt!lllllllll1UliHIIIUUl!ffllllllMmlllllilltlllMIIHIIHll~!IIIHVlll~ll!lY!llll!!mllllm 

THANKS! 
I wish ta thank all my friends of the America! 
Division Veterans Association far the dozens of 
cards and the many telephone calls that I re­
ceived during my recent hospital stay. I am 
now well an the road ta recovery and the Doc 
says that I can get back ta a normal life by 
the middle of March. 

Thanks again---they meant so much. 

Jim Buckle 
~~~'lBUUllllllllll'illlllllll!llllllll!IIIIBIBll!iilMlllllllllllliliUllllll!l'lilffll'11!11111111!111JII 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

WHEN YOU MOVE, THERE ARE TWO THINGS 
YOU MUST DO. 

SEN_Q YOUR NEW ADORESS TO 

Bernard Chase 
A.D.V.A. National Adjutant 

 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

ANP TO 

America! Newsletter 
   

Baston, MA 02140 
~ l!llllllllll!l!l~Cllll!IJl!lllillllllllllllll!llj;Jlllllll!!illl.llll!llltl!!llllllll!l~llfl!llll!l!lll:!111111!11 

AMERICAL MUSEUM 
TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO WORE 

THE SOUTHERN CROSS 

They ware the patch of the Southern Crass. 
They fought in World War II, served at Fart 
Amador, Canal Zane, and became one of the 
largest divisions in Vietnam. 

They fought three major campaigns during 
World War II and were originally composed of 
the 164th Infantry Regiment, North Dakota 
National Guard, 132nd Infantry Regiment, 
Illinois National Guard, and 182nd Infantry 
Regiment, Massachusetts National Guard. 

During Vietnam, the division surely held 
their hills, but little is written about the­
ir involvement. 
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION! 

The January-February 1989 
Newsletter mailed ta the 
returned ta Headquarters 
AWAY and we were charged 
Did you know that this is 
the Postal Service? 

issue of the America! 
fallowing members was 
marked TEMPORARILY 
$.30 far it's return. 

now the practice of 

Paul Barnes 
Frederick Grenier 
Lea Sevinar 
Raymond Sawyer 
Calvin Carpenter 

Burlington, MA 
Hyde Park, MA 
Marblehead, MA 
Brooklyn Center, MN 
Waburn,-MA 

January-February 1989 issues returned because 
of address change of which we were not 
notified: 

Omer B. Beaupre Grand Isle, ME 

If you desire your copy of the January-February 
1989 issue please sent $1.00 or send $.45 in 
stamps and a copy will be mailed ta you First 
Class. Send ta 

Jim Buckle 
 

Wakefield, MA 01880 

!llllllll!!!illllll!lllllllllftll!IILIHalll!llll~Jlllllllllf!IINl!illHMllllla!IHllillB'!IIIII 

NEW ADDRESS WHEN YOU MOVE? 

CLIP AND MAIL TO HEADQUARTERS 
Americal Newsletter 

P . 0 • Bax 1381 
Baston, MA 02104 

NAME ________________________________________ _ 

NEW ADDRESS _________________________________ _ 

CITY ________________________________________ _ 

STATE _____________________ ZIP CODE 

DON'T KEEP YOUR NEW ADDRESS A SECRET--LET US 
KNOW ABOUT IT! 

!ifllllGlllll'~l!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIHllllll~IDW! 

ARMED FORCES DAY 

Saturday, May 20, 1989 

Americal Museum Fart Devens, MA 
10:00 a.m. Business Meeting 

Refreshments will be served! 
IIIIDll!lilll!IIIIIIIBll!IIIIIMlllllfilllli!if;iJ!lmll www .. 

1/1 ARMOR ADDS POWER 
TO 196TH 

The mast battle-decorated unit in the U.S. 
Regular Army has joined Task Farce Oregan and 
will work with the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde. 

The "Dragons" of the 1st Ai-mored Cav. 
Reg., has 68 campaign streamers. 

Their historical rolls include such noted 
figures as 2LT Jefferson Davis, Kit Carson, 
CPT Jahn J. Pershing, and CPT Johnathan Wain­
wright. Wainwright is one of the 43 Medal of 
Honor winners in the unit. 

THE CHARGER, Sept. 11, 1967 
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ASSOCIATION LOOSES STAUNCH SUPPORTER 

Dear Members and Friends: 

On February 11, 
Daris and I left 

1989, at 7:40 a.m., 
our home ta attend an 

my wife 
Execu-

tive Council meeting of the American Division 
Veterans Association. At 7:45 a.m., while we 
were driving an the highway, a plane attempted 
an emerg~~cy landing an the same highway. As a 
result of this tragic accident, my wife Daris 
was killed, and I suffered only minor bruises, 
physically. 

On behalf of my family, I would like ta thank 
one and all far the support that we received 
from the America! members in this tragedy in 
our lives. We received so many letters, cards, 
Spiritual Bouquets, flowers, and telephone 
calls from our members, that it made me proud 
ta be a member of the A.D.V.A. 

Daris really liked ta attend America! funct ­
ions, and she made every convention and party 
since I retired in 1980. She really liked the 
idea of rotating the convention around the 
country so she could meet and talk ta mare mem­
bers. She had already purchased her outfits 
far Orlando, and was packing the suitcases. I 
know that she and the rest of the Americal fam­
ily that have passed an before her will be 
looking dawn an us at Orlando, and will want us 
ta have a happy time. 

I had planned ta write a card of thanks ta each 
and every person who had either called or 
written or attended the services, however, if I 
missed you, I hope you will take this letter as 
my way of saying thanks ta you. I thank you, 
my family thanks you, far the strong support 
you showed us in this tragic event in our 
lives. 

Yours in Comradeship, 
Bernie Chase 

!l'.h111lllllllllllllllllllllllll!li.lilllli!llli1ll!il!i11111!1!ii!ililli!l!IU!IIUHPJllllll!l!ffillHlll!!ll!U!lllll111\!itlllllll!llllllll!!lilil!illt611!1!nlHll6111mi!lllH!i!i!D!ffilJ!lill!l!II 

AN EPITAPH 

Here rests her head upon the lap of earth 
A youth ta fortune and ta fame unknown. 

Fair science frowned not an her humble birth 
And melancholy marked her not. 

Large was her bounty, and her soul sincere, 
She gave ta misery all she had, 

a tear, 
And she gained from heaven all she wished, 

a friend. 

Na farther seek her merits ta disclose, 
Or draw her frailties from their abode, 

There they alike in hope repose 
The bosom of her Father and her Gad. 

Thomas Gray (1751) 
'lllllll!IIIIIYillllDIIJl"..JIIIUi!lllli!lllfi!fJllll!illi!fi!lfll!l!lllillllllll!flllll'Jl,ilUlllfl!IIIIIRIIU!llft.!OOh'111i!IIIIIMl~ll!fflll!l!!lllll100lll!IIIIIIIII 

ED !TOR' S NOTE: On behalf of the staff of the 
America! Newsletter I would like ta express ta 
Bernie and his family our deepest sympathy at 
this time of great sorrow. Yau are in our 
thoughts and our prayers. Any lass of a laved 
one is difficult accept and impassible ta 
understand. 

Rlll!IIIIR ;ffll!!iltlh1HIIBIIIJl!lilllltill!R!Hlfflll!fi:ilftl1Hlll!Hntililll!llllll!ltlll1!HHllillltlflHIRIIU!llllHIHlt!\l!ll!!MU!IUIVl!llftllllll:l!!ffl~l!!!lffllll!lffillill1!~IIIDJ 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
EASTERN REGIONAL CHAPTER 

DC, DE, KY, MD, NJ, NY, OH, PA, VA, WV 

REGIONAL COMMANDER Robert T. Hack 
 , Reading, PA 19601 

Tele.  

The Chapter is still making plans far the Chapter 
Reunion September 22-24, 1989, at the Day's Inn, 
224 White Horse Pike, Absecon, NJ 08201. We have 
picked up a few door prizes. We will distribute 
them by drawing at our Dinner an Friday night. 

WILLIAM F. McGOLDRICK - CAPE COD CHAPTER 
PLYMOUTH & WAREHAM AND SOUTH OF 

THE CAPE COD CANAL 

COMMANDER Hugh Murnaghan 
346 Camp Street, West Yarmouth, MA 02673 
Tele.  

I 

At the January meeting of the Chapter, Francis 
McPhillips, 182nd Inf., besides telling a few war 
stories, told the members present of his deep sea 
fishing exploits. A future meeting was planned ta 
have members and their wives get together far a 
St. Patrick's Day Dinner/Dance. The next three 
meetings will be held at the V.F.W. in Hyannis at 
1:00 p.m. an March 13, April 10, and May 8, 1989. 

FAR WEST CHAPTER 
CA, OR, WA, ID, MT, WY, CO, NM, ND, SD, AZ 

NV, UT, AK, HI 

Lloyd Morrell 
47 Callins Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
Tele.  

On behalf of all the members of the Far West 
Chapter, we offer our deepest sympathy ta our 
National Adjutant Bernie Chase an the recent lass 
of his wife, Daris. Many of our members knew her 
through her attendance with Bernie at our Far West 
conventions. We remember her as a very warm and 
friendly person. Our Association will feel the 
lass of her staunch support and friendship. . 
Watch this space far a happening in October far 
the Chapter. I have ideas far a weekend bivouac 
somewhere in a central area with an attraction 
that should entice goad attendance from our Far 
West members. This is far enough in advance ta 
let you start thinking about it and including it 
in your plans. The event will be scheduled so as 
not ta interfere with any National happenings. 
Mare an this later, but give me your support if 
you want ta keep this Chapter active . 

• 43rd INFANTRY DIVISION 
VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

HARTR)RD, CONNECTICUT 06115 

REUNION 
September 8,9, & 10 

CONTACT 
Haward F. Brawn 

 . 
East Greenwich, RI 02818 

-
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Time takes toll on Final reunion 

plans of anti-tank company 

CAMP EDWARDS -- When they first met at Camp 
Edwards in 1941, there were 200 of them -- eager 
young boys from the street corners of Medford, 
Everett, Charlestown and Haverhill. 

Now there are fewer than 50, and of that only 
26 will be able to attend the reunion at Camp 
Edwards. 

The evening of Oct. 13 will be a time for 
bittersweet memories for surviving members of the 
anti-tank company of the 182nd Infantry Regiment 
"Americal" Division. The group trained at Camp 
Edwards ' before being sent to the Pacific during 
World War II. 

"This will be our last," says Gregory Karahalis 
of Falmouth of the reunion dinner planned for that 
evening. "This will be the last time the boys of 
the anti-tank company get together for a reunion." 

"It's kind of sad," says the former Medford 
resident, now retired to Falmouth. "But we have a 
lot of good memories and the kind of friendships 
that lasted a lifetime. How many people can say 
that? Each year a couple of us die. Some are no 
well enough to travel. So this is the last 
reunion." 

The 182nd Infantry arrived at Camp Edwards on 
Jan. 16, 1941, and left one year later for places 
like New Caledonia and Guadalcanal. 

"We were just kids when we first got there 
(Camp Edwards)" says Karahalis. "But out there in 
the South Pacific, boy we grew up pretty quick." 

"You should have seen (Camp Edwards) when we 
first got here," he says. "Barracks, barracks, 
and more barracks, guys playing cards and some of 
the most questionable food you could ever run 
into. But there, and ~hen under fire in the South 
Pacific, we made the kind of friendships you die 
for. 11 

Because the former anti-tank company will not 
be having any more reunions, says Karahalis, the 
$1,000 or so left in the company's treasury "will 
be put to some good use." 

"I'd kind of like to see us donate it to the 
in memory of Lt. John Soldier's Home in Chelsea, 

P. Stabile," he says. 
Stavile, a former football star from Medford 

and later Middlebury College in Vermont, was kill­
ed in action on Guadalcanal. 

"I think we should remember him and what he 
gave up for this country," says Karahalis. "I 
like to think that maybe people will remember us 
too after the reunions end." 

CAPE COD TIMES 
October 3, 1988 

lllllllll!ODlllll!lillllh'YllllliJilllillill!illli.lf!i!flli!i!ill1llfflllli!!llllllll!Nftrl.llltillll:IBllilllfllll!l!lllilDIElll!lli!!llalll!IIIMlllil!lll!li!ll!llillillllml!l!!I~ 

COVER STORY 

Aviation support was organic to the Americal 
Division during the Vietnam War. The 16th 
Aviation Group, composed of the 14th Combat Avia­
tion Battalion and the 123rd Av iation Battalion 
provided this support. 

On the cover, helicopters assigned to the 176th 
Aviation Company, 14th Combat Aviation Battalion, 
fly over the beach at Chu Lai after returning from 
a successful mission. 

The 176th was based next to Battalion HQ at the 
south end of the Chu Lai compound directly across 
from the Marine bomb dump. 

ll!ll!WIIIIY ~llllllllffl!llllb'llfl!Jl!llll!ll,'llHi!l!lll!llllllllllllUl!lll!!Ull!ltllllrnl~llltlllli!lll!!!l!l!!lll!l!lU!llllllll!lHD!IIIHIRllnlllmlllllltlll!l!lllllllmlll!llllGlll!IIIIII 
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VIETNAM NEWS NETWORK 

Fellow A.D.V.A. Members: 

The article below appeared in ARMY magazine. It 
was written by one of our members, Jim (Pigman) 
Crum. He's a guy that I'm sure all you ex-grunts 
who did time with the 196th will know. He did 
such a good job with this article, I think the man 
should take up writing for a living. My hat's off 
to you, Pigman!!! 

Ron 
UlfflMIIUUllllllll!lllllllllllliliUl~lllllllllllllilllllll!IUalllllllRIIIIIIIIMlllllllllllMffffl1;ffl!IIIR1111illlllllDIIIIII 

It is with great interest that I read ARMY 
magazine each month. The articles on Vietnam are 
always most interesting, but in the recent issues, 
the articles on the M60 have taken priority. 

My name is Pigman because my M60 was called The 
Pig. I served with B Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade from November 
1968 to June 1969. 

In the June issue, the letter from Major David 
W. Barno and Lt. Colonel Robert Fairchild, "Back 
to the Basics," caused me ' to smile, but then I 
became concerned. I am sure that every green 
troop knows the characteristics of the M60. That 
is not enough. The green troop must also know 
that the M60 is the best weapon the Grunt has and 
must earn the M60's respect. The green troop must 
know that the M60 is capable of gaining up to 100 
pounds on any given day and can reach out and grab 
every clinging vine in a triple canopy jungle. 

The green troop must work with the M60 until he 
can assemble and disassemble it blindfolded. The 
M60 must become an extension of one's body, 
because will become part of one's very soul. 

In training, it is difficult to create the 
scenario consistent with gaining the M60's re­
spect. How many of the green troops have seen 
what the weapon can do to a human body? How many 
of the green troops have saved the lives of com­
rades stuck half-way across a rice field? 

Unfortunately, the best training is in combat. 
When the Army can duplicate that scenario, I will 
reenlist, as the demand for a Pigman in civilian 
life is minimal. 

James (Pigman) Crum 
litiMlllilt!ll!lllllllllll!llllllllllllllllltillif~ 

RIDE FDR FREEDOM 

Dear Fellow Americans: 

Last year we started a Freedom March and Rolling 
Thunder I in Washington, D.C. for the release of 
our POW's still in Southeast Asia. We had a 
peaceful march and ride. The time we spent on 
this issue was well worth it, but support was few. 
We had about 4,000 bikers and 8,000 vets and sup­
porters. We are again in '89 marching for the re­
lease of our POW's on May 27, 1989. Rolling Thun­
der II will follow on the next day. We need 
everyone's support and presence in Washington for 
those two days, for our . brothers who were left 
POW's in the past wars. 

It's about time we let our government know 
we're tired of them leaving LIVE AMERICANS in POW 
camps after a war. Whose children will be left 
behind as POW's after the next war, yours or mine? 
Well, we know it won't be the politicians' son or 
daughter. 

We ask that you bring POW/MIA flags, American 
and State flags, etc., form bus trips with civic 
and vet groups, etc. 

(continued on next page) 
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Remember, they fought for you, and now its time 
to fight for their return. We owe it to their 
families. Let's fill Washington, D.C., and show 
the government that we don't forget. Let's be the 
lion that roared. 

Come on America, let's gi v e it the American 
spirit in May for POW/MIA's. Please be in Wash­
ington and show your support. 

Ray Manzo 
1st Marine Division 

~\0~ fOR FRcco
041 

RIDE FOR THEM 
IIIJ.\ 
f>Ol\T 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 

MAY 27, 28, 1989 

MAY 27 - - March for Freedom 
Assemble at the Lincoln Memorial 9:00 a.m. 

MAY 28 - - Rolling Thunder II, A Run to the Wall 
Assemble at N. Pentagon Parking Lot 9:00 a.m. 

For the release of our Prisoners of War 
SUPPORT THE MISSING SERVICE PERSONNEL ACT 

Ray Manzo 
 

Art i Muller 
 

Jim Gregory 
 

~ 1111ffl~ii!lllllllll!IIIIIIIIM1!!ilil!IIKlllHllllilll!lft!llll!llllili!i!firl!ilffllllil5lill 

Dear Ron: 

Just a quick note to enclose an article poss­
ibly for the American Newsletter. What a bummer, 
huh? The death certificate will say shooting, but 
we know that it was Nam as cause of death. Toss 
in a little alcoholism and possibl y drugs. What's 
new, huh ? I wonder how the other My Lai guys are 
doing. Till next time, hump a lite rucksack for 
life. 

Gr eg Cook 
C Company 2 / 1 Infantry 

(Continued in ne x t column) 
!!!11111Ct11!3111!lll!lllUID!lll!IF:llllllllll!!!!i:ll!lllllllJllillll!llllll!IHl~lfllllliHHi!!lilfl!lltt!liltfl!lflllm11111111!~!111111UIHIOOlll! lllll!Dll!!l!.llD!~Jlll!llllll!Oll 
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VIETNAM NEWS, continued 
EDITOR'S NOTE: The article Greg refers to was 
closed, but would not reproduce well enough 
printing in the Newsletter. Below, however, 
excerpts from that story. 

memori.es, 

en­
for 
are 

Haurited 
home1ess 

by My Lai. 
vet d i. es i. ri shoot i. rig 

PITTSBURGH (AP>--Robert W. T'Souvas died a bum, a 
homeless 39-year-old man shot in the head after 
arguing over a bottle of vodka under a downtown 
bridge. 

Relatives say life had mostly been downhill for 
T'Souvas in the nearly two decades since he was 
charged will killing two Vietnamese children in 
what came to be known as the My Lai massacre. 

Charges against T'Souvas were dropped after the 
acquittal of two other enlisted men and the con­
viction of Lt. William Calley Jr., one of the 
officers at My Lai. 

"He had problems with Vietnam over and over. 
He didn't talk about it much. But he had pro­
blems," said his father, William T'Souvas, of San 
Jose, Ca'lif. "He lasted 20 years, but he was 
wal k ing a tight line," the elder T'Souvas said. 

T'Souvas was one of nine enlisted men charged 
with killing civilians. Two of the soldiers were 
acquitted and the charges against T'Souvas and six 
others were dropped. All were given honorable di­
scharges. 

Kathleen T'Souvas was charged with criminal 
homicide and is being held without bail at the 
Allegheny County Jail. 

Kathleen T'Souvas, who was not legally married 
to T'Souvas, was an out - of-work carnival worker 
T'Souvas met about four years ago. 

"She was more like a buddy than a wife, 
drinking buddy," his father said. 

a 

Police said Kathleen's diary showed they lived 
in a van, sold their blood for money and worked 
part - time in a food kitchen for the homeless. 

The couple argued over a bottle of vodka 
T'Souvas had. Police said the woman took a 
f r iend's .22-caliber gun and shot T'Souvas once in 
the head. 

T'Souvas, never legally divorced, had a wife 
and family in Georgia. 

1illi!IINl!IIU!!Ylii~IIRIIHlil1111D!llllllil!lllll!l~Mi1!11ffilllli!i11B!ll!fiillliffillilllllWtlUlllllli!P.ib1Ulll!l!!illlllll!ILijtllffllllllfflllllllll!llfllllllMNlllllll!fllllHIINI! 

VIETNAM, the magazi.rie 

Under the general heading of "What's it all 
mean?" we ha v e the Vietnam War industry, including 
Vietnam, a slick and four-color quarterly magazine 
that seems to depend for support entirely on ad­
vertisements for replica weapons, replica medals 
and even "Official Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Bronze," although the publishers apparently turned 
down an advertisement for "A Piece of the Wall," 
sandblasted chip of black glass intended to be an 
ersatz bit of vicarious vandalism. The whole in­
dustry is reported thoughtfully in the Jan. 16 
Newsweek, until you get to the last three lines. 
"The charges of exploitation won't go away. But 
perhaps that's not all bad. The old-fashioned 
American impulse to make a profit from th~ Vietnam 
experience may be one sign the country is finally 
coming to terms with the war." The charges 
shouldn't go away. It's all bad. And the impulse 
to profit (including the Boston Publishers/Time 
Inc. Vietnam series hawked on television these 
days) is about five years old, not long enough to 
give it moral suasion. When I want yuppie 
insight, I'll ask for it, not read it in what used 
to be a news magazine. 

M.R. Montgomery 
THE BOSTON GLOBE 
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THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 
MOVING WALL COMES TD THE BRONX 

A major event will occur in the Bronx during 
July with the arrival of The Vietnam Veterans Mem­
orial Moving Wall. The date for this event will 
be July 12 through July 18, 1989. 

The Moving Wall is a 1/2 size replica of the 
Wall in Washington, D.C. This is the first time 
that the wall will be in this part of the state. 
Many groups will be involved with this program, 
both veterans and concerned citizens. The chair­
persons for this event are Ronald Lipschitz, 
Chairperson Bronx County Vietnam Veterans 
Membership Committee for Jewish War Veterans and 
Patrick Devine, Chairperson of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Park and past Bronx County Com­
mander of the American Legion. 

The location of the wall will be the Bicenten­
nial Veteran's Memorial Park in Throggs Neck. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation should make 
checks payable to B.V.M.P., Inc. or to volunteer, 
should contact the chairperson at the following 
address: 

B.V.M.P., Inc. Wall 
  

Bronx, NY 10456 
or call Pat Devine at   

Thank you, 
Ron Lipschitz 
Chairperson 
11th LIB, Vietnam 

llllllllllll!!Vlll!Ulllllll!fw.l!!llllll!l!!!!Hll!lffllllllllllillllftE!iliililllllll!lll!illlll!!IIIHU!N!lc:11!fililill!P.llllffll!IW!lfill!lllllflllillllllI!1lllll!!IUIOlllllllililll!li!ll!m!I 

VIETNAM VETERANS REUNION 

Dear Ron Ward: 

Here, another Vietnam Veterans Reunion is planned. 
I hope some of our Americal Members will be there, 
especially members of the 1/2 Cav. Enclosed are my 
dues for this year. You are doing a great job. 

Terry Babler 

~'89 V. V . .. R~t':-·~ 
--'"--~:-- -- ... ·--

HOLIDAY INN_R 
CIVIC C 

(Continued in next column) 
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TROOP F 17TH CAV 
196th Light Infantry Brigade 
will be holding a reunion 
from April 27 through April 
30, 1989, in Washington, DC. 
Former troopers interested 
should send their name, 
wife's name, and address to 
Dave Bush, 417 Washington 

Street, Apt. #3, Watertown New York 13601, to be 
placed on the mailing list. 

!iflllllllfllilfillll!lillil!IU!ffll!llll!lllllllllllil!IIDll!mlllltliilllll!llilllF.lfil:•!illflll!illllllllffliilllfll!llilllll~ 

The 196th Light Infantry 
Brigade Association 

Fifth Nationa1 
Reunion 

The 5th Annual Reunion of the 
196th Light Infantry Brigade 
Association will be held at the 
Holiday Inn of Sommerville, Mass., 
on July 13 through 15, 1989. In 
the past years, the reunions have 
always been a success at the 
following locations: 
1982-Jasper, IN: 1983-Lansing,MI: 
1985-Washington, DC: 1987-
Cincinnati, OH. 

The upcoming 1989 reunion in the Boston/Fort 
Devens area is expecting participation so surpass 
all the previous ones. For information contact: 

Bill Knight 
  

Winslow, IN 47598 
 

Mike Ruane 
 

Long Branch, NJ 07664 
 

G[llllllfl!llll!lllillUlllllllll!!rnillHlllllll!tlill!ft:~'llllllllllllllll!IIMlllll:mtr.lll!l!MIIIRlffii!lll~IIHII~ 

HAYDEN WALKS OUT ON TALK 
SHOW WHEN VETERAN REFUSES 

HAND SHAKE 

Richard Keeton wasn't bucking for a commenda­
tion when he refused to shaked Tom Hayden's hand. 
It was just a matter of principle. 

"I feel that he committed treason," said Keeton 
of Hayden's anti-war activities and subsequent 
visit to Hanio with actress-wife Jane Fonda during 
the Vietnam War. 

Keeton, a Vietnam vet from Federal Way and 
chairman of the state Veterans of Foreign Wars 
POW-MIA Committee, recently received a certificate 
of commendation from the national commander of the 
VFW for refusing to shake Hayden's hand before the 
start of a radio talk show on which both were 
appearing. 

Keeton and Hayden were scheduled to discuss 
"Vietnam: What Do We Tell Our Kids?" on KIRO's 
"Mid-Day Program," but Hayden, who had arrived 
late, left the station when Keeton wouldn't shake 
hands. 

"I was willing to discuss the subject with him 
but I wasn't going to extend the hand of friend­
ship to him," Keeton said. 

The story of Keeton's confrontation with Hayden 
went worldwide over the wire services. 

"It got a lot bigger than I thought it would," 
Keeton said. 

Apparently word reached national VFW headquar­
ters and a national officer was dispatched to pre­
sent Keeton, a member of the Federal Way VFW Post, 
with a commendation. 

Keeton currently is helping organize a dedica­
tion ceremony for a permanent POW flag and monu­
ment in Olympia on Sept. 16. 

THE TRIBUNE, July 30, 1988 
San Gabriel Valley 
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LETTERS FROM MEMBERS 

Company B 182 Infantry 

Dear Jim: 

I was reading my Americal Newsletter this after­
noon and found your cover story quite interesting. 

I don't want you to think I'm a know-it-all, but I 
think you left out a few ships in that 6814-A con­
voy. To start with, the S.S. Argentina was the 
flag ship. I don't remember two of the ships you 
mention, the Barry and the Ericson, but the other 
ones were the Cristobal, MacAndrew, Santa Elena, 
Santa Rosa, and the Kingsholm. From what I hear, 
the Argentina sunk in the Bismark Sea. It was on 
its way back fron its second trip to the Pacific. 

Do you remember how long it took us to reach Aus­
tralia---43 DAYS! I think we were all sea worthy 
by then. 

I was on the Cristobal from Australia to New Cal­
edonia. Do you all remember what ship you were on? 

It was a long time ago, but 
the times we had on those 
buried at sea on our ship. 

I just can't forget 
ships. We had two men 

I guess that's about all 
answer to all of this. 
at Fort Devens. 

for now. Please write an 
Hope to see you sometime 

Ai-t Pope 
Life Member ADVA 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The seven ships that I named in 
the cover story were the Argentina, Barry, Cris­
tobal, Ericson, McAndrew, Santa Elena, and the 
Santa Rosa. These are the names as they are 
listed in the America! Division History, UNDER THE 
SOUTNERN CROSS. The mix-up comes in the fact that 
some of the ships were known by the soldiers that 
sailed on them by the names they saw on board the 
ship and not the official names given to them as 
an Army transport. For instance--I believe the 
Ericson was the Army name for the Kungsholm--this 
was the slowest ship in our convoy. I have a book 
that gives the names of all the Navy transports 
but have found one giving the Army transports. 

I believe the Argentina survived the war. I think 
she was the ship that brought the first load of 
war brides from Eurpose following the war. 

Do any of our readers have further information on 
these transports? 

Jim 
lllllllllilllll!1lllilllil!llllllllllilllfilllllll!fllll!llllllilli!Dlllllli!lllllilllftlif:llil!Ulllilili!!llllllllllilllDl!fflll1lll!lffll!llllllllllli!llllllllll!nliml 

101 QUARTERMASTER REGIMENT 

Dear Jim: 

The cover picture and story in the Jan-Feb issue 
brought back some memories. 

I sailed out of New York on the Santa Elena to 
Melborne, Australia. After unloading the ship, we 
reloaded and sailed to New Caledonia on the Santa 
Rosa. 

My outfit was the Med Det 101 Quartermaster. 
(continued in next column) 
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The trip over on the Santa Elena was something no­
body could ever forget--the crowded conditions and 
the bad food. Does anyone remember the boiled 
eggs with completely formed chicks inside? I lost 
twenty-five pounds going over. 

The snaps should prove interesting as they were 
taken on Guadalcanal. The bare boy is Frank 
Diorio, Company B, 101 QM. The test is Father 
Dunford's Shrine. The fellow holding up the out­
board motor is Paul Santogeanis and the truk, half 
buried in mud, is on the road leading to our camp. 

I enjoy the Newsletter very much. 

Yours in Comradeship 
Howie Travis 

EDITOR ' S NOTE: 
reproduce well. 
will give them to 

Sorry, but the snaps would not 
If you do not want them back, 
the Museum. 

Jim 
ilJllllll!lfllHl!IIIR!l!ll!ll!lllll!filllilllll!llllllllllll!IIIUllil!l!IIIRllli!llll8ll!lffllllM 

147 INFANTRY ANTI-TANK COMPANY 

Dear Sr: 

Sick ... Lame ••. or Lazy Report: 

Jesse E. Hare 
 

Morrisville, PA 19067 
Tele.   

A veteran of World War II, who served with the 147 
Infantry RCT. A veteran of Guadalcanal and a mem­
ber of ADVA, fell on February 4, 1989, and broke 
his left ankle. Hare is laid up at home in a 
cast. He says that his wife, Freda, and their dau­
ghter are giving him plenty of TLC. But he would 
appreciate hearing from his buddies in the ADVA. 

William M Chaney 
ADVA Life Member 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks for the ads, 
pass them on to our purchasing agent. 

Jim 

Bill. 

lllllllltll!!lllll!llffilH!!Jlllllilill!llfflll!l!lllllll!IIIIIIIIIIIIIJlllllllll!lllllllllll!lllll!lllllBIIIIIIHl!l!lllllffllllllll 

THE 196TH LIB LOCATE-A-BROTHER 

Sirs: 

Enclosed please find a check for my 1989 dues. 

I ' 11 

I would like to thank Ron Ward and everyone who 
has continued to do an outstanding job on the 
Americal Newsletter and all other functions! 

Also, a very special thanks for your efforts in 
assisting us in reuniting so many of our comrades. 

A Grunt, 
Pigman 

THE 196TH LIB LOCATE-A-BROTHER 
Jim "Pigman" Crum 

  
Canal Fulton, Ohio 44614 

llll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllBl-lllllllllllllllll!IHIIIIIW!lllllRlll-illllllllllll8IIBBBll!i&i 

Co. B 1/52 198 LIB 

Dear Mr. Chase: 

Last year I 
wife's father 

moved to Roanoke from Alaska. 
is General Earl Acuff, retired. 

(contined , on page 11) 

My 
His 
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AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

SOUTH EAST CHAPTER 

  
Homosassa Springs, Fl. 32647 

The National Convention for 1989 will be held at the Delta Court of 
Flags, on June 1 1 2 3 & 4, in Orlando, FlQrida, set on 25 beautifully land­
scaped acres, this ~00 room resort and conference hotel is the perfect place 
for our convention. The hospitable staff will assist where ever necessary. 
The management is working on a program for all to be in the same bullding, 
with a meeting room, a hospitality room, banquet hall and swimming pool. 

General Crosbie (Butch) Saint has been contacted to be our guest spealcer. 
He is a former Americal man and we are waiting for his reply. 

Reservations will be made directly with the Delta Court of Flags. The 
price will be $392.- per couple or $292.- for a single. Package price include 
3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, banquet and dance, open bar Saturday night for one 
hour, accomraendations for three nights, meeting space, taxes and gratuities. 
Room ro.tes three days prior and after our stay will be $55.-plus tax. Reservr, 
tions must be received before May 1st em a deposit of $55.- is required. 

A reg is tr;:,. tion fee of ~)10.- per person is required and sent to Tom 
HcQuade 7 Box 3435, Apt. 626, Nelcrcst, Fl. 33856. Children 18 or under stay 
free with parents and meals will be worl:cd out with tho hotel. 

The annun.l meeting will be held at 10:00AM on :B'riday and the banquet 
will be held at 7:00PM Saturday evening. ii'or reservations, mail to: Delta 
Court of Flags, 5715 Major Boulcva.rd, Orlando, l<'lorida 32819-7988. Telephonc-
305-351-3340. Major credit cards accepted. For Registration Fee mail to: 
Tliomas Mcquade, Box 3435, Apt. 626, Helcrest, Fl. 33856. 

Direction fr9m _Ail.Po.t.t: Tal:c the Beeline Expressway ( in front of 2.irport) 
to Interstate 4 heading East to Bxit /~30 B on SR 435. Stay in right lane c1.nd 
turn right at first traffic light. Hotel is just uhcad on rizht. From Inter­
st.-ite Lf-, ·,-,cstbormd: (Tm·r::-trd Tampa), Bxit 30 B on SR 435 North, on right hand 
exit r u.mp • .3 tay in ri r;ht lane and tm'n ri r.;il t at first traffic light (Maj·or 
Bol'lovard). Hotel is just ,-Jwad on your right. l◄'rom Interstate 4 E~stb.mm..d..: 
( T0 ,,rard ::Jaytona Beach) ~~xi t 30B on s:a 4 35 North, on left hrmd cxi t ramp. Go 
over brid.1:;e 0:.nd inove to r:!. f:;'.1 t lane. Turn richt ,'.t first tr ~~.f f i c light (Major 
Boulevard). Eotel is just a]1()t=,cl on your right. From Florick. Turnuik_e_: (South 
bound and J-rorthbound) Ta}ce c:zi t 75. After Toll Plaza t2.Le r-4 west ramp •• 
Once on I-4 westbolmd , tt.\e exit 30B on SR 435 North. Stay in right lane and 
turn right at first traffic light (Najar Boulevard). Hotel i5 just ahead on 
your rj_L;ht. 

Mail to Heserve.tions Manager (For Americal 
Delta Court of Flags Convention) 

 ., 
Orlando, Florida 32819-79b8 
Number of people attending: 
Arri val da te _____ Departure. ____ _ 
Na.r.1e ___________ _ 
Stree · 

City State Zip 

For Registration: Mail to: 
Thomas Mc1~uade 

  
Nelcrest, Florida 33856 
Number of people at,ending:_ 

DELTA HALL OF FLAGS 
RESERVATION 

 

URGENT--ROOMS GOING FAST! LIMITED NUMBERS REMAIN--RESERVE NOW! 

-
L 

I 
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SCHEDULE .QE EV:~~NTS 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

June 1 

June 2 

June 3 

June l+ 

3:00PM -7:00PM 

6:00PM -7:00PM 

7:00PM -9:00PM 

7 :00!-1.N -9 :OOA.M 

10:00AM-11:00AM 

5:00PM -10:00PM 

7:00AM -9:00AM 

6:00PM -7:00PH 

7:00PM -8:00PM 

b:OOPM -12:00 M. 

7:00AM -9:00AM 

9:00AM -10:00AM 

Distances from the Court of Flags: 

Orlando Airport 20 mins. 
' DisneyWorld 15 mins. 

Epcot Center 15 mins. 
Busch Gardens 2 hrs. 
Cypress Gardens 1 hr. 
Kennedy Space Ctr. 1 hr. 
lJou.n.lwullc lJU~~bull JO 1111.n~. 

Registration 

Wine & Cheese Party 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

Meeting 

Memorial Services, Dinner 

Breakfast 

Open Bar 

Banquet and Cash Bar 

Dance 

Breakfast 

Church Services 

Universal Studios 5 mins. 
Wet 1Wild 5 mins. 
International Drive 5 mins. 
Sea World 10 mins. 
Convention Ctr. 5 mins. 
outlet Malls 5 mins. 

If further information is desired, contact: 

Edwin Heartquist 
Tarpon Shores Mobile Home Park 

 Tarpon Springs,Fl. 
Tel:  33589 Arthur R. Wood 

  
Homosassa Springs, F1orida 32647 Tel:  

Mrs. David Rossi is in charge of the women's program 

URGENT--ROOMS GOING FAST! LIMITED NUMBERS REMAIN! 

MAIL YOUR RESERVATION IN TODAY! 
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good friend is General W.B. Rosson, the architect 
and first Commander of Task Force Oregon, Vietnam. 

It means a lost to me as a former Army Sgt., Squad 
Leader in B Co. 198th LIB 1968 to meet anyone from 
the America!. Especially former commanders, who 
on my level of the chain of command I never saw, 
let alone meet. 

When my father-in-law introduced me to General 
Rosson on his patio at a relazed family gathering, 
it was impossible to do anything but come to att­
ention, then a relaxed parade rest as he asked 
about my time in Vietnam. He just looked like a 
General should look. Even in civilian clothes, 
twenty plus years after my time in the service. 

Rather than ask him to sign up, perhaps we at the 
American Division Veterans Association could. 
He's a very warm person and I would bet that he 
would like to know about the A.D.V.A. Perhaps it 
will encourage other ranking officers to join 
along with all of us. The details of the 
Americal's history in Vietnam would be invaluable 
and exciting to hear. 

Sincerely 
Michael Schass 

EDITOR'S NOTE: We have sent General Rosson an in­
vitation to join our association and anxiously 
await his reply. 

& L~ 

BRTY B 246TH F.A. 

Dear Sir: 

I'm sending in this letter a check for $50.00 to 
complete my Life Membership payment. ~lso I 
noticed in the last Newsletter under New Life 
Members you had my address as ME. It should be 
Nebraska. I'd like to have you change this as I 
have not been able to contact anyone I served with 
while on Cevu Island, except for one other buddy, 
and we have been trying to locate some of the 
other guys who were with B Battery 246 F.A. on 
Cebu. Most of them were from the East or South. 

One other thing, I sent a money order to Ken 
Turner back in November for a book UNDER THE 
SOUTHERN CROSS and so far I have not heard from 
him. However, I will write to him and see if he is 
having trouble getting it. 

Thank you, 
Bob Keeken 

  
Cambridge, NE 69022 

  

EDITOR'S NOTE: Sorry for the mistake with your 
address, this should take care of the problem and 
the book should be on your shelf by now. 

-------i.....11■--llllllllma! 
D Company 4/21 INF 

Dear Membership Chairman: 

-
Please advise me on how I can obtain information, 
names, addresses, etc, on any members who were in 
Delta Company, 4/21 Infantry especially during the 
years 1968-1970. 

Any help will be greatly appreciated. I enclosed 
twenty dollars in case the dues have been 

(continued in next column) 
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increased lately. If not, put the balance to good 
use. 

Thanks a million, 
John C. Beitzel 
205 Martins Run 
Media, PA 19063 

EDITOR'S NOTE: John, our rules forbid us to give 
out members names and addresses. We hope that by 
printing you letter here some of your pals of 
Delta Company will contact you. ·--i-,i-- - -

Company A 182nd INF 

Dea,- Bernie: 

I hope these few lines find you and yours in the 
best of health. I'm in good health, thanks to our 
good Lord. 

Bernie, as of now I have not received any informa­
tion on the Reunion in Florida in June. I read 
all the Newsletters that are mailed to me. I read 
them from front to back, always hoping to see the 
names of some of the guys that were in A Compnay 
of the 182nd, especially the 1st Platoon. Well 
Bernie, hope to hear from you, the best to you and 
your family. 

Always, 
Eligio A. Garcia 
(Angel) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Angel, the information you sought 
was in the last Newsletter, also this one. Your 
buddies from A Company were in Carlisle last year, 
and I expect they will be in Florida in June. -

C Btry. 3/16 Arty. 

I'm sorry it took so long for me to send my dues 
in. So I hope a little extra will help. I want to 
tell you how I always look forward to the next 
America! Newsletter. Oh by the way, I sold my 
truck that I had my (our) Southern Cross decal on 
the window. I was wondering if I could get 
another one. 

Leonard Clay 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks for the extra money, we 
will put it in the America! 
decal is on the way 

Museum Fund. Your 

182nd INF 

Dear Sir: 

I'm enclosing a check for partial payment of Life 
Membership dues. In September 1988 I sent a check 
for $37.00. Is any of this applied to Life Mem­
bers~ip dues? How much more do I owe? I'm en­
closing a check for $38.00, presuming this com­
pletes payment. If not, please inform me as to 
what I owe. 

Thanking you, 
Arthur Pope 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Arthur, your last payment makes 
you a paid up member. 

Ccontiuned on next page) 
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57th Combat Engineers 

Bernie: 

Happy New Year 1 Enclosed are my dues. Are your 
files computerized? If so, would it be possible 
to get a list of members from the 57th Combat 
Engineers? 

If not, could a note be put in the next Newsletter 
asking any one from the 57th to drop me a line? 

Thanks 
Maurice M. Kotz 

. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

ED !TOR ' S NOTE: Okay, you guys from the 57th, drop 
Maurice a line. 

26th Signal 

Dear Bernie: 

Thanks again for your help to me in all I try to 
do at the National Cemetery Joint Veterans Commi­
ttee, and your support of me at the American Leg­
ion, and our own local Americal Division Cape Cod 
Chapter. You do a great job in all that you under 
take. 

Enclosed is my check for 1989 dues. See you 
the March meeting at the National Cemetery. 
hello to the gang for me. 

Yours in Comradeship, 
Dick Gallant 

at 
Say 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dick, the Veterans of New England 
say thanks for all the hard work you put in on 
their behalf. 

~~ilt'IIIB!".nllllllmBlll1,llilllll!lllllllll!BBlll!iL'Wl!II 

23rd Admin. Co. 

Dear Jim: 

Just a short note to let you know I hope to be in 
Florida with my wife for the next Reunion. I 
really enjoy reading the A.D.V.A. Newsletter. I'm 
enclosing my dues for 1989. 

As Ever A Brother, 
  

U.S. Army MDG CRet) 
~~tlllllilllMIIIMillllllWIIIIIII~ 

180th F.A.B.N. 

Dear James Buckle: 

The 180th FABN was berthed on the Santa Elena as 
was Chaplain John S. Franklin. 

Also, the day Carolina manuevers were over in 1941 
was the day that I was 
Monroe, NC. A few weeks 
Edwards and TF6814. 

drafted into service at 
later I arrived at Camp 

I plan to attend the Americal Division F.A. 
reunion May 3,4,5,6 in Myrtle Beach, SC. 

(continued in next column) 
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Would like to hear from any of the fellows of B-
180th, TF6814 or the Carolina manuevers. Monroe, 
Concord, the PeeDee River and the Yadkin River are 
near by to me. 

James R. Hartis 
  

Indian Trail, NC 28079 
- ■■MUii--_,_ :&Bill -

20th Infantry 

Dear James: 

Received your letter and sure was glad to hear 
from you. There has been a few of the guys from 
Delta Company 1120th that got in touch with me. 
There were only about two or three. I know I 
shouldn't ask this of you, but could you please 
send me their addresses or put a notice on the 
board about the reunion that I am trying to put 
together and put my address with it. Sure would 
appreciate it very much. Also, there was a friend 
of mine killed in April of 1971. He was Lt. Hata. 
Would you please run that in your newsletter. 
Don't know any more to say. Next month I will 
send money for a copy of your newsletter. 

Thank you, 
Jerry Hayes 

  
Spokane, Wash. 99207 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Jerry, we cannot give our 
addresses but hope that by running you letter you 
will get the information you want. 

~~~llll!lall 

G Co. 182nd Inf. 

Dear Jim: 

I wish to commend you on the fine job you perform 
in editing the Newsletter. I read it with great 
interest and I find it astonishing that you get 
such a great response from members all over the 
country. Those stories are all interesting and 
historical.-

As a member at the time of the Division's forma­
tion, I was not overly impressed with the fact 
that it was made up of regiments from different 
parts of the U.S. However, from reading your 
Newsletter it becomes most impressive to hear from 
men from the mid and far west. 

As company commander of G Company, taking over 
from Al Marion at Edwards, we led the Regiment in 
crossing the Matanikow River. I left the company 
to Don Ray and moved up to Regt. Hqs. in Fiji. 

I wish to contribute to the fund for erection of a 
monument dedicated to the memory of our departed 
comrades, check enclosed. 

I particularly enjoyed your story on your recent 
visit to Guadalcanal. The heat and humidity there 
was almost unbearable then. 

Best Wishes, 
Elmer Mitchell 

 
Westore, Mass. 
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196TH VETS GO TO THE WALL 

Members of the 196th LIB Veterans Association 
at The Wall, Veterans Day 1988 

ll!ll_lll!li!lffllti!l!l'illllllll!ll'JilJlil!i!fJll!llfi!ilill~!!!lllM!lll!l!llflffllt"'llll!l!il!lllll!!IIIRlll!l!il!lfl1ll!l.liUliiOO-_'lffl!llfr!fti!l'.mftlillllllllll!ll!El!ll!!ll!'l'. 

OUR HONORED DEAD 

Memorial Day is the day on which our 
country pays tribute to those Americans who 
have died on the field of battle. It is a 
reminder that the price of winning and 
defending freedom is high. More than a 
million members of our armed forces have made 
the supreme sacrifice for their country. 

As we honor those dead we know that we 
cannot discharge our solemn obligation to 
them with mere words of praise. They did not 
die for words. They gave their lives for the 
right of people every where to be free and to 
help insure freedom for future generations. 

The American soldier is fighting and 
dying in Vietnam in the same selfless way as 
he has fought a11d died in othe,- wa,·s on other 
distant battlefields. We who are fortunate 
enough to be alive owe an everlasting debt of 
pride and gratitude to our fallen comrades. 
They shall not be forgotten. 

LTG. Bruce Palmer, Jr. 
Deputy CG, USARV 
THE ARMY REPORTER, May 27, 1967 
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AMERICAL HAPPENINGS 

L to R: Brook, Keith Payne (Victoria Cross), John 
Vaca (Medal of Honor), Nobby Clark 

ADVA member Ray Kiefer recently returned from a 
Vietnam Vets rally in Australia. He attended with 
his buddy, John Vaca - M.O.H. Winner, 1st Cav Div. 
in Vietnam. John threw himself on a grenade to 
save some buddies ... and lived, though badly 
wounded. He was smart enough to cover the grenade 
with his steel pot beforehand. Vaca is holding 
our banner in the photo along with an Australian 
vet who won the Victoria Cross in Vietnam. 

Ray Keifer is a five-Purple Heart vet and is 
100¼ disabled as is Vaca. 

~'lli!r.!~/11/Jfl!lllffllllllilllli!ilillililiili!llllll1!!!l111Milmffl!l!iflfllll!li!illlldllllt"lllllli111111NffllJffl!illl.lilmlllil&IIUllllll!lllllMll!i!!l!ll!l!!IIIIIIIIII 

24-HOURS-A DAY 
DUSTOFF SAVES LIVES 

"Dustoff Control, this is Dustoff. Arriv-
ing in zero-five minutes with three WIAs. 
Literally hundreds of times during the past 8 
months, calls similar to this one have been 
received by Dustoff Radio. 

When a call comes to Dustoff, less than 10 
minutes is needed to get a chopper airborne. 
This means that casualties are receiving the 
best medical care available in a matter of 
minutes. 

THE CHARGER, March 25, 1967 

.. 

fr 
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VETERANS DAY MEETING 

'. \ I, 
"•1 I Ii 

"' 
t 

5 I 

John Halachis (left) Commissioner of 
Veterans' Affairs for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and Robert Thornton (right) Na­
tional Commander of the ADVA met on December 
19, 1988, to plan Veterans day . 

ll!IM!ll!Ulll!llf!!lllllllllill1!llll!l!ll!Mlilll1"illllilfil!l;1!!i!ll!illllllllMlilli!IIM!iiii!1!1illlfil.iiliklll!ill!!llilll!&:l!lllli!li1ilfflll!!.Jil!ll!!ll!llllli:l!lllllllll!l:.fl!!!l 
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TRUNG Ll!N DU LO 

7.500$ 
B~N CO TH£1 DONG TRUYtN flON NAY NHII 
MOT GIAY THONG HANH. KHONG CO THONG 
HANH B~N VAN Duqc TltP flON NONG HAU. 

The Chieu Hai program in Vietnam was effect­
ive in reducing the strength of NVA and VC 
units throughout the country. This Chieu Hoi 
leaflet offers a reward to the Chieu Hoi who 
brings with him an enemy machine gun. 
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SOUTHEAST CHAPTER CONVENTION 

Officers and members of the Southeast 
Chapter, Americal Division Veterans Associa­
tion held their convention in Orlando, FL, in 
November 1988. 

L to R: Patrick Faring, now of Punta Gorda, 
FL, Russell Blake of Sarasota, FL, Edward 
Demambro of Orlando, FL., first time together 
in over 40 years. All three were in the 
Water Hole trap during the Matanikau 
Offensive on Guadalcanal, but that"s another 
long story these three can relate. Said 
they, "It was great to meet someone you thou­
ght was dead." 

(more on next page) 
~!lilMil'IBlfflDNPUl(•'\ltil!l!!l!l!!!li!!!!mlllftflNla!!lllllllll!Ulll;i!li8li;lllilllllHlil!!lllll!dlllllll~ 

DON I T FORGET I I I 

PLAN NOW ... 

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION FOR 1989 will be 
held at the Delta Court of Flags, Orlando, 
Florida, on June 1,2,3,& 4. 

Registration fee is $10.00 per person. 
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L to R: Russell Blake of Sarasota, FL, 
Richard Comeau of Beverly Beach, FL (the pre­
sent mayor of that community), and Bill 
Dumphy of West Roxbury, MA, meet at the New 
Watering hole during the convention in 
Orlando. 

......mi'.IIIIIIIIErWll!lallillllllllf-~!la!UEllll''BffilllllllllWlllliil91111111111!M~ 

THE WATER HOLE 1943 

It was not until January 21, 1943, that 
enemy opposition to a U.S. advance through 
the Water Hole was finally overcome. During 
attempts to reduce Japanese resistance in its 
sector, the 182nd Infantry suffered numerous 
casualties. Heroic rescues of the wounded 
under fire became almost commonplace, but one 
act of bravery by First Sgt. James J. Gaffney 
of Lowell, Mass., was among the most note­
worthy. In the midst of a heavy downpour of 
enemy mortar fire, Gaffney sprinted some two 
hundred yards through the impact area to 
rescue an officer who proved later to have 
been fatally wounded. After returning to his 
position and leaving the officer to be 
treated by aid men, the Sergeant sprinted 
back through the barrage again to reestablish 
disrupted wire communications, thereby allow­
ing operations against the Japanese to con­
tinue in full force. 

lll!IIIIM!llll!IIINllllll~~!lllllillRlllllllHlali!mlll~ 

NEW BOOK ABOUT GUADALCANAL 

GUADALCANAL--THE 
REFLECTIONS OF THE 

ISLAND OF FIRE: 
347TH FIGHTER GROUP by 

Robert L. Ferguson is a gripping 
the six desperate months of 
Guadalcanal by a pilot who fought 
from the beginning. 

account of 
combat at 
through if 

One of the greatest battles of World War 
II was the campaign for control of the Sol­
omon Island of Guadalcanal. This is the 
story of the 67th Pursuit Squadron--the 
"Gamecocks"--and the other squadrons of the 
347th Fighter Group of the U.S. Army Air 
Corps. Hers is one fighter pilot's first-hand 

(continued in next column) 
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view of this bitterly fought struggle, which 
began over 45 years ago, on August 7th, 1942, 
just eight months after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. 

Ill-equipped, living on captured enemy 
rice, and subject to around-the-clock attack 
from Japanese aircraft, shelling from Jap­
anese warships, and sniper fire from enemy 
soldiers in the surrounding jungle, the be­
leaguered Americans somehow maintained a pre­
carious toehold on this strategically located 
island. 

How well they fought, against such great 
odds, and under such impossible conditions is 
recorded in this compelling book. John G. 
Bouker, Major General, US Marine ·Corps (Ret) 
describes the book as "an extremely moving, 
firsthand account of a part of World War II 
which has received little attention from his­
torians. It has to be a valuable addition 
to existing literature on the war in the 
Pacific." 

This on-the-scene report is unusually de­
tailed because the author maintained a diary 
during the months at Guadalcanal. And never­
before-published photos taken by the author 
during the combat further enhance this 
gripping book. 

The Guadalcanal campaign is surely one of 
the proudest chapters in the annals of World 
War II history. This carefully prepared vol­
ume is a fitting tribute to the brave pilots 
who made the US victory possible. 

Ferguson, a native of Massachusetts and a 
former member of the 110 CAV MNG was part of 
the original TF6814 as well. 

The book is available from TAB BOOKS, 
Inc., PO Box 40, Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214 
and costs $16.60, paperback only. If you're 
interested, the order number is 22389. 

lilllfli!lalllllll!~~lllil~-illlll!ll!tllllllmZ cz--~~ 

4/31 INFANTRY, POLAR BEARS 

The colorful "Foreign Legion" of the U.S. 
Army began 42 years ago in the Philippine Is­
lands when the new 31st Infantry was organ­
ized at Regan Barracks, Camp McGarth and Ft. 
McKinley. 

The 31st was the first full infantry regi­
ment ever assigned to the Philippines, and 
until 1958, it never had duty within the con­
tinental limits of the U.S. 

The 31st wears a polar bear on its crest 
in recognition of its Siberian campaign--an 
unpleasant little war fought in Russia 
against a tough and elusive Red Army of 
Russian communists. It was the first time a 
regular U.S. force had ever engaged an organ­
ized Communist army. 

Then in World War II, the "Polar Bears" 
were forced to withdraw at Battaan. The reg­
imental colors were burned and the 31st was 
removed from the Army rolls. For its heroism 
in the defense of the Philippines, the 31st 
Infantry was awarded three Distinguished Unit 
Citations and a Philippine Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

During the Korean War the reactivated 31st 
took part in the Inchon landing, helped re­
capture Seoul and fought at "Heartbreak 
Ridge" and "Pork Chop Hill." 

The 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, was ass­
igned to the 196th Brigade in Vietnam, and 
continued its fighting history in action 

(continued on next page) 
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(4/31 INFANTRY, continued) 
against the NVA 
in the Que Son 
Valley prior to 
the enemy Tet 
attacks, and 
participated in 
Operation 
W h e e 1 e r / 
Wallowa. 

Seen here, a 
company from 
4/31 moves 
through a vill­
age while on 
patrol in 
Vietnam. 

IRIJIIIIIIIIIIL1AMIIII..R!Mill!!l!l1alll!Jlllnlllili1UlllllflC~!ii!!l!!!!!lllh1Uffll;11Dl!ll!ll!lft."!lili!il,'lli!Mlillil!ICillUIIW'llll!ftilF"lilllU 

BOUGAINVILLE, 1944 
VALOR AT HILL 260 

On 15 March in the shadow of Mount Bagana, 
Japanese mortar and machine gun fire was ex­
tremely heavy. Pfc. J.L. Swenson and other 
squad members were in a large emplacement. A 
Japanese knee mortar shell landed in the em­
placement. Swenson threw himself on the shell 
and absorbed the full impact of the explo­
sion. This act of valor saved the lives of 
his buddies. His wounded were severe and 
near fatal. For this exceptional act of 
heroism, Pfc. Swenson was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the 2nd highest 
decoration given in the U.S. military. 

Swenson, a resident of Kearney, NE, was a 
member of the 132nd Infantry. 

D:lfBIIIUWlllll-~..u!IBJl!IMBIIIRIIIHlW4'!0ll!llllllJl!lllll(',IJ!lll!ll:llll!IIIHil~ 

HEADQUARTERS 
57TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION 

A.P.O. #716 
JOURNAL OF THE COMBAT MISSIONS OF 

COS "A" AND "B" 
ON BOUGANVILLE ISLAND 

10 MARCH 1944 TO 30 MARCH 1944 

(Continued from January/February 1989 issue) 

March 12, At 0700 a call from S-4, 182nd In­
fantry, was received to furnish carrying de­
tails for rations and ammunition to supply 
the garrison on Hill 260 and evacuate wounded 
to the rear. Details were furnished. Pri­
vates Clement and Hanmett, Company "B", were 
WIA on the last detail. Lieutenant Dimond 
and part of Company "A" detail were used to 
re-enforce infantry positions on the hill 
when the Japs attempted to rush our posi­
tions. Pvts. Bills and Toth, Company "A", re­
ported MIA at 1730. At 1830 Major Daler 
arrived with Companies "A" and "B", 132nd In­
fantry and was placed in command of the BSL 
and RRL by General McCul laugh. Company "A", 
132nd Infantry, attempted to move immediately 
to the support of the garrison on Hill 260 
but were hit by machine gun and mortar fire 

(continued in next column) 
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57TH ENGINEERS, continued 
which caused severe casualties, including the 
Company Commander, and necessitated retiring 
to the RRL for reorganization. 

March 13, At 0530 Company "B" furnished 
carrying party of twenty men which made the 
trip to the top of Hill 260 and return with­
out incident. At 1000 Lt. Schaer led a de­
tail of forty men, twenty from Company "A" 
and twenty from Company "B", over the same 
route as the previous party and when about 
half way back they were hit by a concentra­
tion of Jap knee mortars wounding Pvt. Smith, 
Pfc. McCool, Cpls. Ferguson and Earalis, Tee. 
5 Peterson, Sgt. Johnson and ~vt. Spezel. 
Lt. Dimond and Lt. Stretch who were at the 
foot of the trail went to their assistance 
with stretchers and while Lt. Dimond was ad­
ministering first aid to one of the victims 
he was wounded in both legs by shell frag­
ments. Pvt. Toth reported to Company "A" CP 
at 1000 after spending the night on Hill 260 
with the infantry after he was cut off from 
his detail by machine gun fire. Pvt. Wright, 
Company "A" accidentally shot himself in the 
hand and wounded Pvt. Fuchilla when his piece 
discharged while preparing to clean it. At 
1200 Company "8" moved into BSL of 1st Batta­
lion 182nd Infantry. New supply trail was 
cut through at 1200, located on the opposite 
of Hill 260 from the Jap held positions. Co­
mpany "B" furnished two carrying parties and 
Company "A" one which received no inter­
ference from enemy fire. At 1415 Major Daler 
was relieved of BSL and RRL and replaced by 
Major Lovejoy by command of General 
McCullough. 

14 March, At 0800 Major Lovejoy relieved of 
RRL by Lt. Col. Lowery by command of General 
McCullough. Major Lovejoy placed in command 
of BSL. Company "A" moved up to support 
line. Carrying details assigned for day. 

15 March, Carrying details assigned at 0800 
and 1200.· 1800 given counter attack plan by 
Major Mercereau, calling for counter attack 
by both Companies of Engineers in case of 
break through of the MLR. 2320 Pvt. Tanner, 
Company "B", accidentally killed by Pvt. 
Kokum (KIA). 

(More from the 57th Engineers next month) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The above is a transcription 
of the original battalion reports. Since the 
copies are carbons of the originals--and 45 
years old--some letters are smeared. Should 
the wrong company be noted or a name not 
spelled correctly, please forgive us. ·~ --....a&WMA, WWW 

11 Sandy 11 Patch, "Pure Wildcat" 

Lt. Gen. Alexander Mccarrell "Sandy" Patch 
weighs only a little more than 150 pounds for 
his six feet of height, but they say its 150 
pounds of "pure wildcat." 

The Germans who were chased northward 
through France 300 miles in three weeks by 
his 7th Army and the French troops fighting 
with it would agree. So would the few sur­
vivors among the Japanese he mopped up 'on 
Guadalcanal after he relieved the Marines 
with his patch-work American (sic) Division. 

(continued on next page) 
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Enlisted men and junior officers swear 
by him. When he was in New Caledonia building 
the Americal Division out of a miscellaneous 
array of units originally intended for the 
Philippines and Australia he usually walked 
the mile between his headquarters and his own 
quarters. 

"He'd often stop enlisted men on the 
street and ask them how things were going, 
what detail they were on and questions like 
that," said a man who served on the French 
island under him. "And he'd drop into the 
mess hall and find out what was cooking. 

"I remember how a marine second lieutenant 
landed without the proper uniforms for the 
climate. The General went down to the store 
with him and saw that he got what he wanted." 

There's a story about the time when he 
took one of his officers for a walk in the 
dark through a bivouac area the officer had 
chosen. As they passed some of the troops 
they heard a soldier say: "You can tel 1 the 
--- --- --- who picked this area picked it in 
the dark." 

"Now you know what they think of you," re­
marked Patch quietly to the officer. 

He has a gift for diplomacy and teamwork. 
He's needed them. When he relieved the 
Marines on Guadalcanal he was in several sen­
ses on the spot. His outfit was taking over 
from an organization which had hung up an im­
mortal record. Furthermore, he was an Army 
commander who much work in closest coopera­
tion with the Navy. How well he did the job 
is indicated by the fact that he wound up the 
campaign in less than two months and the Navy 
gave him a Navy DSM for "brilliant tactical 
generalship" to add to the Army DSM he had 
been given some time before. 

"Having sent Gen. Patch to do a tailoring 
job on Guadalcanal," said Admi1-al Wi 11 iam F. 
Halsey Jr., "I am surprised and pleased at 
the speed with which he removed the enemy's 
pants to accomplish it." 

Again when he was appointed to replace the 
brilliant fiery General George Patton Jr. as 
commander of the remade 7th Army he was again 
on something of a spot. Again he made good 
and again he showed his skill in teamwork, 
not only with the Allied naval forces which 
took part in the landing operations, but with 
the Fighting French forces from Africa and 
later with the French Forces from the 
Interior. 

He has a dry sense of humor and likes to 
tell stories on himself. In 1933 for his 
Twenty Year Class Book at West Point he wrote 
a story called "How I became a Hero." It 
told of a young officer landing in France in 
1917 very eager to distinguish himself. One 
day in a training area an air alarm was 
sounded. The young officer hurried to one of 
his machine guns, pushed aside the gunner, 
turned it on an approaching plane, and hit it 
much to his surprise. A little later an aid 
came to inquire from the officer in command 
of the machine gun detachment. The story 
goes on: 

"Modestly I allowed my friends to push me 
forward. The aid saluted and said: "The Gen­
eral's compliments, sir. He directs you to 
report to him now. 

"You have just shot down a French plane." 
Patch said nothing in the year book about 

his fine combat record on the Aisne or the 
Marne, in the Meuse-Argonne and at St. 

(continued in next column) 

"SANDY" PATCH, continued 
Mihiel. 
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"Sandy" Patch is 54, the son of a calvary 
colonel and born at an Army post. His 
brother, Joseph, is a Major General. His 
wife, too, is "Army," Julia Littel, daughter 
of Gen. I.W. Littel, who was in the Quarter­
master's Corps during World War I. 

Their only son, Capt. Alexander Mccarrell 
Patch III, was killed in action recently 
"while assaulting enemy positions in France," 
as an officer in the 1st. Army. Like his 
father, he married into an Army family. He 
left a son, less than two years old, 
Alexander Mccarrel Patch IV. • His sister, 
Julia Ann Patch is the General's only 
surviving child. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This wonderful article was 
sent to us by Arthur Guarente, 39th MP, WWII. 
He comments: "I remember him well because of 
a personal experience. He used to sport 
pearl handled revolvers and was a common 
sight in lnoumea back in 1942." General 
Patch was the first Commanding General of the 
Americal Division. 

---■Ill-I -
FIRST TO FIGHT 

By Sgt. Charles Wilson 

Wagers of the first Army offensive against 
the Axis on any front and still out on the 
battle line as V-Days looms ahead, more 
jungle trekking than Dr. Livingstone ever 
presumed possible, more climbing than an al­
pine guide does in a lifetime--that's the 
Americal. 

The America! really began when Task Force 
6814 was hastily rounded up on the heels of 
Pearl Harbour from NG units in the east and 
midwest and sent zigzagging out of Brooklyn 
under the shadow of a couple of Navy blimps. 
First they thought they were going to 
Ireland, then when the ditch at Panama was 
put behind, the Philippines became the rumor­
ed goal. But after 40 days of non-stop con­
voyaging it was the land of the Aussies that 
loomed on the western horizon for these pio­
neer SWP Gl's of the dark days of early 1942. 
The P.I. landfall had been merely put off for 
three years for many a deck-weary sea mara­
thoner. 

Melbourne's clean streets and billets at 
Ballarat and Camp Darley, Bacchus March were 
seen only briefly but during those few days 
qua,ts of fresh milk and steaks off china 
plates were poured down many gullets which 
haven't had the same repeated for going on 
four years now. The beer lines at the Aussie 
canteens were long during the short evenings 
and those who had anything left to exchange 
for pounds and pence at the suffocating ex­
change clerk's desk gorged themselves with 
rich Aussie chocolate which puts the U.S. 
brand to shame, ginger beer and sent cable­
grams. 

Meanwhile, the Japs were menacing the 
"Treasure Island of the Pacific" just turned 
anti-Vichy even though everything around 
seemed going Axis. The Japs wanted "New 
Cal's" rich chrome and iron deposits. So that 
was where to go next, leaving really modern 
civilization behind for a great while to 
come. 

Jap menaces seem long ago and far 
(continued on next page) 

away 
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AMERICAL UNITS FACE SCATTERED CONTACTS 

CHU LAI (10)--Americal Division units engaged 
the enemy on all types of terrain as they 
killed 10 enemy in scattered contacts yester­
day. 

Paratroopers of the 1st Brigade, 101st 
Airborne added seven enemy kills to the Op­
eration Wheeler totals as elements of the 
brigade had five small-unit contacts in jun­
gles and marshes west of Tam Ky. 

At 11:50 a.m. an element of the 2nd Batta­
lion, 327th Infantry drew fire from a wood­
line as they attempted to cross a lowland 
marsh approximately 20 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky. Returning fire, the paratroopers killed 
five NVA and captured four weapons in the 
contact, including one AK-47, two SKS rifles 
and an Ml rifle. One paratrooper was wounded 
in the action. 

Two other enemy were killed 
contacts. 

in isolated 

BEATLES OFFERED A MILLION 
FOR 2 CONCERTS 

London (APl--The Beatles Wednesday studied a 
reported offer of one million dollars for one 
day's work in the United States. 

But even that huge bait seemed unlikely to 
lure them back to giving a live stage show-­
at least for the present. 

A spokesman told reporters he thought the 
Beatles would continue to rule out any perso­
nal appearances until they can devise a way 
to stage their current musical style. That"s 
a sort of avant-garde pop with mystic Indian 
sounds. 

STOKE'S VICTORY SIGNIFICANT 

CLEVELAND, OH <AP>--Dr. Martin Luther King, 
head of the Souther Christian Leadership Con­
ference, said tuesday that the election of 
Carl B. Stokes as Democratic candidate for 
Mayor of Cleveland "made a significant step 
toward making America a color-blind society." 

King, who has been in Cleveland for the 
last two days helping to get out voters in 
the Negro areas, issued a statement after 
Stokes' decisive victory over Mayor Ralph S. 
Locher, who was seeking a fourth term. 

"The response of the citizens of Cleveland 
in electing Carl Stokes the Democratic nom­
inee for Mayor was a vote for Democracy and 
against racism," the King statement said. 
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NAVY SKYDIVER SURVIVES 
12,500 FOOT FALL 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. (AP)--A Navy skydiver sur­
vived a 12,500-foot fall Tuesday when his 
parachute malfunctioned and he hit the ground 
at about 85 miles an hour. 

Boatswain's Mate First Class Joseph E. 
Thrift, 34, was reported in good condition by 
hospital officials. 

He jumped out of a helicopter at 12,500 
feet and executed a free fall of 10,000 feet. 
His main chute opened less than halfway. 

ED !TOR'S NOTE: 
8th Spt. Bn., 

Thanks to Carl F. Cox, 8 Co., 
196th LIB, for this item. 
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FIRST TO FIGHT, continued 
now, but Noumea harbor was entered with 
everyone wondering whether the Japs had al­
ready taken over. Instructions had been 
given to be ready to make a beach-head. But 
evidently the Nips hadn't gotten through. 

Instead, 6814 was scattered the length and 
breath of the 180-mile long island, until 
each doughfoot thought he was responsible for 
10 square miles of coconut grove or coffee 
plantation himself, with a native village or 
two thrown in. 

Over the radio in remote Touho, Hienghene, 
Voh, and other exotically named huts rifle­
men, scouts, BAR men heard news ~hich seemed 
to have Hitler and Co. taking over the world. 
Then came the battle of the Coral Sea and 
next 6814 became the nucleus of a newly act­
ivitated division which was to go to Guadal­
canal, the first move in the drive which was 
eventually to start the Axis toward the can­
vas for the long count. 

When the call came for a name for the new 
outfit, a Signal Corps sergeant from Grove 
Hill, Mass. combined Americans and N. Cal. 
and came up with "America!" and the American 
it became. 

Oct. 13, 1942 was the day the first unit 
of the America! landed on the "Canal" to aid 
the hard-pressed Marines on Henderson Field, 
to be followed by the remainder of the Divis­
ion under Maj. Gen. Patch, now of the 7th 
Army. 

Mt. Austin or "Grassy Knoll," Kokumbono, 
Tulagi, Cape Esperance are now part of the 
not so flowery memory lane of the Americal's 
charter members. After the island was se­
cured in Feb. 1943, the America! made ready 
to sail south once more, this time to Viti 
Levu, Fiji, where more jungle and hill scal­
ing combat training, how to say "bula Van­
aka," drink cava, and dance the tra-la-la 
were quickly assimilated. 

But, as in 1942-43, the holidays of 1943-
44 were spent in combat back in the Solomons 
on volcanic, shuddering Bougainville. Al­
though around Hill 260, beneath its giant 
banyan tree, one company lost 83¼ of its men, 
the Japs in the final count lost 30 for every 
dead Yank on the Island. The continuous pat­
rolling for the better part of year across 
dense undergrowth and slippery hillside, 
·fording express train rapids, ferreting out a 
handful of Nips here, a score there, was 
worse than any pitched battle. One company, 
CO'd by one of its former privates, caught a 
company of Japs at breakfast, moved into 
their positions and wiped them out as they 
returned to occupy them. 

When the America! left for the Philippines 
it was especially satisfied about one thing-­
it had wiped out the Jap Sixth Division, res­
ponsible for the notorious rape of Nanking. 

It's been a long three years, but just as 
the Japs swept south in the distant era when 
New Caledonia lay open to the Samurai sword, 
the Yanks are now sweeping north. And speak­
ing from the depths of their experience in 
the deep Pacific below and above the equator, 
members of the Americal feel somehow that the 
effects of the sweep north are going to be a 
little more permanent. 

THE AMERICAL 
Sunday, Apr. B, 1945 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The article above was sent to 
the NEWSLETTER by Mike Buglione, 221st F.A., 
Battery B 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Name: 

Mr. Gary L. Noller 
 

Lenexa, KS 66219 
' 

Eligibility for Membership 

Mernbenhip in ADVA is open t~ all officers and en­
list~d men now serving with or who have served with 

the America! (23d INF) Division in an auigned or 
attached status during the following periods: 

World War II (South Pacific) 
Korean War (Caribbean) 
Vietnam 

1942-1945 
1954-1956 
1967-1973 

Eligibility includes those who served with Task Force 
6814 and Task Force OreQon. Bmnch of service is 

Dedication 

ADVA is dedicated as a LIVING MEMORIAL to oil 
veterans of the America! Division and i, pledged to 
foster true American patrioti,m, 1iocial and. welfare 

activities for all members, allegiance to the United 
States Government, and its Aag, and to perpetuate 
the traditions and history of the America! Division of 

the United States Army. 

immaterial. 
AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

P. 0. BOX 1381, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02104 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

felephone: 

Address - Street: City: State: 

America! Unit: Rgt. Bn. Co/Bty. Other 

Oates of Service - From: To: Serial No.: 

Dore of Birth: Blood Type: Religion: 

V. A. Claim No.: V. A. Office - City: State1: 

Occupation: Wife's First Nome: 

Dore, Signature: 

Zip: 

Sponsored by: {NOTE: Please Enclose Initial Dues) $16. 00 

PLEASE: Actach a copy of the following information ta your application. 
1. DD 214 Far:n. 
2. Officer's or Enlisted Reparc of Service and Honorable Discharge. 

(Al 1 copies of records -\'li11 be returned) 




