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164th INFANTRY REGIMENT

I am developing an article involving the 164th
Infantry Regiment during the early days of the
Guadalcanal Campaign. Needless to say, information
is fairly scarce and most involves the First
Marine Division and leaves out the critical role
performed by the 164th. I find absence of material
on those Army units in the Pacific far less than
those that fought in the European Theater, and
this, in my view, is unfortunate.

I am a retired Army officer and serving on the
faculty at the Marine Corps Command and Staff
College, Quantico, Va. The material will be used
for an article for a World War II elective at the
college. Some material was available at the
Marshall Library in Lexington, Va., and while
there, was given your address. I hope to put
together sufficient material to let my Marine
students know of the absolutely vital role that
the 164th performed during the early days, and in
fact, without the regiment, it was doubtful that
Guadalcanal could have been held by the
understrength 1st Marine Division. A secondary
thesis will focus on jointness during the early
days of WW II, particularly in the Pacific.

I hope you may have some material on the
164th...particularly during the first part of the
campaign...and anything on General Sebree when he
accompanied the regiment to Guadalcanal from New
Caledonia would be a real plus.

Please forward any information to:

Bugene H. Grayson, Jr. Col USA (Ret).
Marine Cor aff College

Quantico, Va 22134-5068
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AMMO

We were required to turn in our ammo after about 4
weeks 1in Japan. So by Mid Oct. 1945 we were
disarmed except for the guard duty and that was
closely supervised. I had thought I wanted a
souvenir of the Army when I went home to CONUS so
held back a grenade when I turned in my ammo. I
unscrewed the igniter... am not sure of
nomenclature... and dumped the powder out of the
barrel of it and then took some electrical dykes
and cut the metal rod that set the powder on fire
to blow it up. Removed the pin and let the hammer
hit the igniter, recocked the hammer and put the
pin back in. That made it a totally disarmed
grenade. I thought I wrapped it in the center of
my duffle bag so no one could feel it as the bag
was secured against the hull of the ship on way to
Seattle from Yoko.

We had a very bad storm and everything in the hold
was tossed around and some clown felt the grenade
in my bag and told the Sgt. He was very upset
and asked me to take the grenade topside and throw
it overboard. I took the pin out and held the
handle and everyone ran for cover. I just let it
snap and held it for a good 30 seconds to show
them it was disarmed. Needless to say, the Sgt.
was not amused and still made me toss it over the
stern. This grenade was what we called a pineapple
and had serrations both vertical and horizontal.
Can't recall how many pieces it would separate
into. Did the same type grenades come as part of
the VN armament for the grunts in tha war?

Zane Jacobs
E CO 164th wwill

COMPANY C - 182nd INFANTRY

Enclosed is a picture that Dick Bayman gave me
when he came to visit me a while back. Maybe
someone will remember what Company is shown in the
picture.

Dick Bayman served in Company D, 182nd Infantry
and was badly wounded on Coconut Hill on the island
of Cebu.

Look at the fourth guy from the left in the
picture. It could be me as I always carried my
BAR at the 'ready' at all times.

Bill Maddox
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

'Twas the night before Christmas,a long way away,
Fifty years ago, on this very day.
Those G.I.'s in bunkers did lay,
At a jungled cove, called Empress Agusta Bay.

A quiet Christmas Eve, seemed to be in the offing,

But very shortly, the air raid klaxon was coughing
This went on through the night, six times in all,
Washing Machine Charlie, sure was having ball.

Charlie finally went home, and soon dawn would break
Those weary GI's were planning sack time to take
Suddenly Bougainville's crust
started to quiver and shake

What a wonderful gift, a violent earthquake!

Thirteen times in all, the ground shook that day,
Our Hero, Bunny Butt, changed his drawers they say.
That Christmas on Bougainville,
we will always remember
While other memories may fade,
like a fires dying ember.

(Thanks to Leonard "Sack" Owczarzak)

KKK KKR KKK KRR KRR R AR AR A AR A A AR AR AR KRR AR AR R AR R KK

WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED YOUR NEWSLETTER
PASS IT ON TO A NON-MEMBER
GIVE IT TO A V.A. HOSPITAL
PUT IT IN THE READING ROOM OF YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY

HAVE YOU CALLED THAT BUDDY YET?
TOMORROW MAY BE TOO LATE!

COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE
(A Portrait of Courage)

The Combat Medical Badge (CMB) was originally
established as the Medical Badge and designed to
recognize the important role and service of
medical personnel assigned or attached to infantry
units and who daily shared with the infantry, the
hazards and hardships of combat during World War
II. War Departments Circular 66, dated March 1945,
authorized the award of the Medical Badge to
officers (field grade officers were not authorized
the award except for battalion and regimental
surgeons) warrant officers, and enlisted personnel
whose daily performance was satisfactory under
combat conditions. The award of the Medical Badge
was made retroactive to 7 December 1941.

The Medical Badge could be withdrawn by commanders
from individuals who failed to perform their
duties satisfactorily under combat conditions. It
also was withdrawn on a temporary basis from
personnel who were transferred or assigned outside
the Medical Department to duties in which the
individual may come in contact with the enemy.
This was in order not to impair the protected
status of regularly assigned medical personnel. In
such cases, the right to the Medical Badge was
restored on relief from combat duties or on
reassignment to the Medical Department.

On 6 July 1945, Congress passed a bill (H.R. 2477)
which became Public Law 137 stated:

That during the present war and for six months
thereafter, any enlisted man of the Army who
is entitled, under regulations prescribed by
the Secretary of War, to wear the Medical
Badge shall be paid additional compensation at
the rate of $10 per month: Provided, That any
enlisted man whose right to wear the Medical
Badge has been temporarily suspended may,
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary
of War, continue to be paid such additional
compensation.

On 8 February 1951, the Army Chief of Staff
approved the addition of stars on the Combat
Medical Badge to indicate subsequent awards of the
badge in separate wars.

Army Regulation 672-5-1, provides that the Combat
Medical Badge may be awarded members of the Army
Medical Department (colonels and below), the Navy
Medical Department (captains or below) or the Air
Force Medical Service (colonels or below) assigned
or attached to the Army, and who have
satisfactorily performed medical duties subsequent
to 6 December 1941 while assigned or attached to a
medical unit of company or smaller size organic to
an infantry unit of brigade, regimental, or
smaller size, during any period the infantry unit
was engaged in active ground combat.
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SET ASIDE THIS DATE - MARK YOUR CALENDAR
June 19 - 20 - 21 - 22, 1997

The 1997 National Convention will be held on those
date in Worcester, Massachusetts.

The Headquarters will be in the Crowne Plaza Hotel
and this Hotel is within walking distance of the
Americal Museum, located in the old Armory.

The Saturday night dance and banquet will be held
in the Armory.

97th PACK MULE
WHERE DID ALL THE MULES GO?

Many of the Americal troops on New Caledonia were
familiar with the Pack Mule outfit. They were
'dismounted' when they arrived in New Caledonia.
There were rumors that the mules went down aboard
a Dutch ship.

When I joined A Battery on the Canal they had a
full complement of mules. B and C Battery later
landed on the Canal and they were "full strength.
These mules were sent back to New Caledonia and
eventually wound up in India and then on into
Burma to join Merrill's Marauders. I was on the
detail taking this trip.

Last August a group of us old 'Mule-Skinners' met
in Springfield, Illinois. Many stories told about
the China, Burma, India trip. Good time--let off
a lot of steam.

Leslie H. Braun

97th F.A.

I CAN'T REMEMBER!

Just a line to say I'm living,
That I'm not among the dead,
Though I'm getting more forgetul,
And I'm mixed up in my head.

I got used to my arthritis.
To my dentures I'm resigned,
I can manage my bifocals,
But God. I miss my mind.

For sometimes, I can't remember,
When I stand at the foot of the stairs,
If I must go up for something,

Or have I just came down from there.

And before the fridge so often,
My poor mind is full of doubt,
Have I just put the food away,

Or have I come to take some out?

And there's time when it is dark,
With my nightcap on my head,
I don't know if I'm retiring,
Or just getting out of bed.

So, if it's my turn to write you,

There's no need for getting sore,

I may think that I have written,
And don't want to be a bore.

So remember that I love you,
And wish that you were near,
But for now it's really mail-time,
So must say "good bye" my dear.

Then I stand beside my mailbox,
With my face so very red-
Though I planned to mail this letter,
I had opened it instead.

(Thanks to who ever sent in this poem. I can't
remember what I did with the envelope that had the
return address on it).

Jim

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER
IT NEEDS YOU!








