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Letter from BG James A. Herbert, USA, totb'. 
George D. Jacobson. DEPCOans/MACV: 

Andrew. An 
22 December 1972 D.er Jake: 

We buried Wilbur Wilson in Arlington Cemetery 
this morning. It was a sad day for us all,and the weather reflected our mood. Mitch Ha .. m 

I 
! 
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arranged for Wilbur to be side by side with I John Vann. I think that both would like it that 
way. Wilbur was buried with full military honors and the ceremony was attended by many .tar and 
award wearers. Amb. Whitehouse waa there. Amb. 
Colby, Amb. Komer, Bob NOoter, Clay McManaway and 
Tom Bowen were with me aa honorary pall b.arer •• 

Mrs. Evans, Wilbur's sister, along with her 
husband, represented hiaonly relatives. The Army did itself proud. General Palmer, Lt, General 
DtP~y, many other on. and two .tar, lot. of 
retired and mostly airborne guy. were there. 

Brick Krauae, CIs of XVIII Airborne Corp., and 1 brought up a group from Bragg for the occadon. 
I paid your re'pects to Wilbur's siater and to 
the occaaion itself. CORDS, as you can readily 
see, was very well represented--as waa AID/Wa,h. 

The Army's Old Guard (3rd Inf) really do., it in 
atyle. WilbUr would have been proud. I wa •• 

Our regard. and best wish.s to you and CORDS. 

Sincerely, 

J1m 1,1 

BG Jamll A. Rerbert 



SAYINGS OF WILBUR WIlSON 

If you' r. not in the pl.nning budn ... , you'r. 
not in the advi.ory bu. in •••• 

Don't do what I .ay--do what'. riahtl 

Of courae we'll just muddle through--but w.'ve 
GOT to raile the level of muddlina. 

There you go, thinking again--weakening the 
t.aml 

Thi. illultratel the utter bankruptcy of the 
.Yltam ••• 

Theft.gt thing we've got to do 18 to abol1.h 
STUpmlftl 

Why, that .il1y ba.tard ••• 

Whan you get lome thing from thele provinc •• , 
Jesul Christ, don't jUlt copy it down. Some 
of the .. goddam gUYI are lemi-literate. 

Ha'. the world'. greate.t lame du.ck. 

w. 'v. lotto g.t the.e little auy' out fr_ 
und.r tha .had. tr •••••• 



-~-

Leadin' lieutenante i. aa.y: Keep 'em 10 goddam 
busy they can't think .bout what they are alway. 
thinkina about--which 1. 111'1 •• 

Nein, ne1n, nein, you knucklehead I 

Don't thlnk, dammlt--ju.t do what 1 tell youl 

We can only tolerate • certain level of 
incompetence around here. 

He doe.n't have hl. head .crewad on r1aht. 

DON'T ration knowladlel 

1 aarae. Taraatina the anemy unit. i. a araat 
idaal But nobody'. aver baen abla to do it. 

1 know how to improve COIIIIIIUnica tiona in tha . 
Delta. Take the loddem Slanal Officer out and 
ilhoot hil!t. 

Not only DO, but h.ll not 

He '. only lot a month left In country? Hel~ 
In a month he won't even be able to find hi. 
way to th.letdllat 

Shoot ' .. In the a •• with a ,I." IUD' 
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Hermony heUI 1 '11 show 'em how to hermoniaal 

Those goddem cops sure do heve an exaltad 
opinion of themaalvaa. 

He'. e goddam neophyte I 

R"e civUiens: 
I couldn't in 
of laave. 

If I mede their kind of money 
good conacience take thet ki~d 

Of course I chew out cepteinl--that's whet 
i;aptalna ere £2!:. f'gawdaakal 

Thatlll8n's juat an embryo. 

1 am tha beet goddam men for thb job--al!,! 
have to do 11 convince thoee fussy-head. 11a 
Waehinlton of thet. 

* * * 

Wilbur Wilson died on 19 Decembar 1972 of·. 
heart attack while on home laave in Waahinlton. 
D.C. 


