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VINlI BINH Pll.()VINm 

1. HISTORY: 

A. Pre-French llistm;:;y: 

1. Khmers, who. are ef ethnic Cambodian stock, settled in the 
Delta region befere the Vietnamese. During the "1>W.rch to the South" ef 
the Vietnamese frem approximately 1400 to. 1600 A.D. the Vietnamese ferced 
ma.ny of the Khmers eut of the Delta. Vinh Binh was prebably ene of the ;/. 
last areas settled. As a result, many ethnic Cambodians remained :i.n the' 
province. The. ethnic Crunbedian have resisted assimilation and to c.ate 
maintain national customs and language. Abeut 6C'f/, percent ef pepulatien is 
ethnic Cambedian. From 1660 to. 18133, the Vietnamese consolidated their 
position, acquiring land titles and Butting up prOVincial, district and 
local government. The colonial systilm was institute in 1886, which allowed 
the French to acquire much of the best land • 

. 2. The for'lller name of the province, Tra Vinh, :is said to have 
come from the Khmer word, Tropeang. The ethnic Cambodians called the two 
lakes near the province town Prak Trepeang or lake for the elephant.s, 
because legend said the king washed his elephants there. ThG Vietnamese 
misprenounced Trope,'1!)g '£ra V.'Illg, which e:vontull.lly bGcame Tra Vinh. Many 
still use Tm Vinh to. desigmte the province town. 

B. French Colonial Period: 

1. In 1866, the French occupied the throe western provinCE'S ef 
Vietnam: Chau Doc, Ha Tien, and Tm Vinh (which included Vinh Binh). In 
1867, Vinh Einh was established as a Province, and th8 first Fronch Province 
Chief, Du LiGu, was appointed. 

2. During Colonial Administ.ration, French engineers supervised 
construction of major public worhl throughout the province. A 500 KVA 
generator was installed in Phu Vinh and small generators wer~ placed in 
most of the district towns. A bridgG was built across thG Manh Tieh River 
and the road between Vinh Binh and Vinh Long was constructed. Canf.ls were 
dredged and savoral new ones dug, including tho Lont; Vinh Canal in Long­
Toan District and the extension of the Tra Vinh. Canal across the province. 
A municipal water service with a deep well, water and dolivery syst.em was 
constructed in Phu Vinh and Tieu Can. These systoms, however, have beGn 
out of service for about brenty' years. Recently-acquired funds are being 
used to bring these systems into full operation. FacilHies such as markets, 
boat docks, offices, provincial/district officials' residences and sports 
fields ,-rere also constructed. 

C. Japanese Oceup~1 

When tIle Japanese entered Vinh Binh in 1941 they arrested all the 
remaining l?rerleh officials. A local resident, Tu Ba Buoe, was selElctGd as 
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Province Chief. The ooministrat:i.on of the provinco was left to the 
Vietnamese, of course, under Japanese control. 

D. Viet-Minh Period: 

1. After the Japanese departed in 1945, the Viet Minh rulEd 
sporadically until the l~rench-Vietnamese forces drove them out. In 1948 
a Vietlli.lJllese, Vo Van Danh, was appointed Province Chief. HE) servec. 
until 1951.;. 

2. While the French were fighting the Viet-Minh in 1945,. they 
prOVided arms to the ethnic Cambodians •. Reportedly, the Cambodiam rose 
up against the Viet-Minh in order to gain ownership of their land. Many 
thousands were killed on both sides. The Viet-Minh destroyed mueh of the 
Cambodian stored rice by burning twelve wa,rehouses. This incident' still 
haunts Vietnamese-Cumbodian relationships. 

E. Provinces Under Diem: 

1. After the 1951.; Geneva Agroement, civilian Provinco ChiE,fs were 
appointed until 1961. Elections were held for pOSitions on village and 
provincial councils. Candidates, however, were carefully screened by the 
Diem goverrunent. All voting allegedly was tamperGd with. In the <ieptember 
1963 National Assembly Election, the Diem-sponsored candidates won by large 
majoritiGs. There were few, if any, true elections at any level dtcI'ing the 
Diem regime. 

2. In 1951.; the name of the Province was changed from Tra Vinh 
to Vinh Blnh. The name of the Province town was changed from Tra Vinh to 
Phu Vinh. Prior to 195$ Vinh Binh had five districts: ChauThanh, Cau­
Ngang, Tra Cu, Tieu Can, and Cang Long. In that year three new difitricts 
were added: Tra On and Cau Ke from Phong Dinh Province and Vung Liem from 
Vinh'Long Province. Cau Ngang District was divided into two districts, 
thus forming a new district, Long Toan. Vinh Binh then had nine districts. 

F. Political Status Since 1921: 

In 1966, the two northern districts, Tra On and Vung Liem ~rere given 
to Vinh Long Province. Since the overthrow of Diem, ropresentativE> govern! 
mont has slowly crept into Vinh Binh's political scene. Two Vietncmese and 
one Cambodian, elected on 22 October 1967, represent Vinh Binh in t.he Lower 
House of the National Assembly. In 1970 an election will be held for the 
Province Council, Which will have expanded powers and its own provi.nce 
development budget. 

II • GEOGRAPHY: 

A. ,Location: 

Vinh Binh is located $0 miles southwest of Saigon ill the heart of 
the Mekong Delta. It is bordered on the southwest by the Bassac R:.ver, 
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northeast by the Co-Chien River, northwest by Vinh Long Province and 
Southeast by the South China Sea. 

B. Size and Topographl: 

Vinh Binh Province has a total land area of 2ll,990 hectar(ls, of 
which 148,554 hectares are in cultivation. 'rhe balance is taken up in 
timber, roads, canals, and swampland. Its elevations is between one and 
seven meters. 

C. Natural Resources: 

The Province has very few natural resources other than itn soil, 
water, fish and a small amount of timber. The soil is acid and of low 
fertility, particularJ,y in nitrogen and phosphorus. Along with th" 
abundant water suppJ,y it is adaptable to the production of rice, which is 
the principal source of income for the people of the province. 

D. Climate: 

'rho temperature varies between 70 and 95 degrees, but the major 
seasonal clianges are the wet and dry seasons. The wet season starts in 
May and ends in November. There is no complete system of irrigation canals 
to serve the entire province, although some irrigation water comes from the 
Bassac and Co-Chien Rivers. The main source of water for rice gro"~ng comes 
from the rainfall in the rainy seaSon; rainfall also helps to control the 
salt water intrusion problem. As a result, the seasons have direct bearing 
on the economy of the province. 

E. Communications Routes: 

1. A road network links Phu Vinh, the Province capital, "~th the 
different districts. The roads are secure enough for travel, but rhysically 
are in very poor condition. Route 7A is the onJ.y land route out of Vinh­
Binh province which serves inter-provincial commerce. This road is often 
in need of repair due to weather, deterioration from traffic, or enemy 
sabotage. When Route 7A is impassable no other markets in the Delta are 
available to the people by road. In 1970, however, plans caU for the 
reconstru(~ion of Interprovincial Route 6A into Kien Hoa Province. 

2. The waterways within and around the province are numerous. 
The Co Chien and Bassac Rivers border the entire length of the province 
on both sides. There are approximateJ,y 500 kilometers of canals an:.! a 40 
kilometer stretch of seacoast. 

;I. There is one all-weather airfield located at the provincial 
capital of Phu Vinh. It is asphalt surfaced (3,750 feet) and capable of 
handling most cargo-size and ·smaller aircraft. The only major shortcoming 
is the fact that it is not equipped with lights· and is thus closed to 
normal traffic after dark. During World War II, the Japanese built an 
airfield in Long Toan district, but this is now in ruinous condition and 
under VC control. 
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III. QQ...VERNMENT: 

A. Provincial Organizil.tion: 

As providEld by law, appointGd officials fill govGrnment 
administrative positions at the provincial and district levels, including 
the Province Chief, Service Chiefs, and District Chiefs. ViD.age councils 
and hamlet· chiefs are elected wherever security and organization allow, 
with temporary appointed officials serving until elections are held. 

In 1968, the number of Deputy Province Chiefs was reduced to 
one, the position of Deputy Province Chief for Administration. The cabinet 
has five offices: Administrative Service, Finance Service, Economi.c 
Service, Internal Security Service, and the Cabinet office, There are 25 
service offices representing every GVN function at province. The Eeven 
district chiefs, all military men, have staffs \'lith organization similar 
to province. . 

The popular representation body, the Provincial Council, meets 
each month for five-day sessions. Elections for this council wiD. be held 
on 28 June 1970, and its powers will be increased substantially •. 

B. Provincial Capital,: 

Phu Vinh, the capital of Vinh Binh Province, is located B.bout 
eo miles southeast of &~igon in the western part of the Province near 
the Co Cl).ien River. When the Province nrune was changed to Vinh Birch in 
1954, the province town was renamed Phu Vinh. Many people still refer to 
it as Tra Vinh. Under French rule the city of Tra Vinh became the center 
of province economic activity. The French installed many public works and 
utilities and made attempts to beautify the city. One of these att.empts 
was the importation of the Sao tree from Cambodia around 1885. 'fh€ se trees 
are very tall hard-wood trees, and many can still be seen around the town. 
The Provincial Administrative Center is almost at t he geographic center of 
town. The Tactical Operations Center and the Sector Connnand Center are 
located adjacent to the Administrative Center. The offiCl3s'of th!3 Provincial 
Service Chiefs are spread throughout the town. . 

C. Biographical Sketch of Province Chi~: 

1. Background: 

COL 1'on That Dong was graduated from the Delta MilitE,ry 
Academy in July 1951. COL Dong attended the Vietnamese Command and 
General Staff College Regimental course in 1955 and the Connnand COlU'se in 
1963. His offshore schooling includes attendance at the Adjutant G~neral 
School at Fort Benjamin Harrison in 1961. . 

COL Dong's previous assignments include duty as Company 
Commander, Battalion Executive Officer, Battalion Commander, Chief of 
Intelligence Special Service, Director of Training Cay-Mai Intelligence 
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Special Service, Director of Tralnj.ng Ca.:r--Nai Int()lligence School, Chief 
Research and Planning JGB J-l, Acting Commander 9th 1nf Div and RS,simental 
Commander. Prior to hi.s present assignment COL Dong was Commander of 
Cao Lanh/Tan An Regional Force 'J.'l'aining Center. lIe assumed the du~ies 
of ViM Binh Province Chief on 26 March 1968. 

2. Decorations: 

a. National Order of Vietnam 
b. Army Distinguished Service Medal 
c. Gallantry Cross (10 awards) 
d. Training Service Medal 
e. Staff Service Medal 
f. Army Forces Honor Medal 
g. Military Service Medal 
h. Navy Service Medal 
i. Good Conduct Medal 
j, US Bronze Star Medal with "V" d0vice 

IV. POPULATION: 

A. The population of the Province is approx:imately 396,702. Population 
by district is as follows: 

Chau Thanh 
Tieu Can 
Cau Ke 
Tra Cu 
Cang Long 
Long Toan 
Cau Ngang 

.... t' ••••••••••••••••••• • 110,235 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• 42,6'76 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• 2S,952 
••••••••.••••••••••••••• 81,849 
•••••••••• <II ••• - •••••••••• 51,213 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• 13,180 
•••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 68,597 

The major population centers are the Province Capital, Phu Vinh, and 
the district capitals. 

B. Ethnic and Religious Groups: 

1. The major ethnic groups' in llinh Binh are the Cambodians (60%), 
the Vietnamese (30%), and the Chinese (10%). Almost all people ar'3 
Buddhists, with the Viotnamese following the Mahayana form and the Cambodians 
adhering to 'rheravada Buddhism. There are also a large number of 'liotnamese 
Catholics, living in the Province Capital and in 4 of ViM Binh's :52 villages. 

2. The Chinese are almost exclusively shopkeeper'S and m<,rchants. 
The Vietnamese and Cambodians tend to be farmers and fishermen, bU'G socially 
the Cambodians attempt to remain separate from the Vietnamese. Th<,y l'sside 
in separate hamlets and villages outside the Phu Vinh area and retain many 
of their old cultural characteristics. This separation is based 011 ancient 
racial animosity and historical, as well as a difference in culturos, tho 
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Vietnamese beinG influenced by the Chinese and the C!\Ulbedians by Indian 
civilization. 

C. General Social Structur(l: 

1. The social organization of the province mainly follows ethnic 
group lines. Within each ethnic group, the social structure is organized 
around the family, which is the sipgle most important part of the society. 

2. The province has eight associations, including student groups, 
PrA, and religious groups. The two most important are the Vietnamese 
Cambodian Buddhist Association and the (Cambodian) Theravada Buddhist 
A.ssociation. There are also branches of several S.'l.igon-based political 
parties in the province; but there is little active support for any party, 
and they do not exert much influence on local politics. 

V. ECONOMY: 

A. Agrj.culture: 

1. ~; 133,000 of the 148,554 tillable hectares are planted 
with rice. Local rice has an average yield of l.7MI'/ha. Very little 
fertilizer is used on the local varieties. In 1969 6000 hectares were 
planted to TN8/5 rice with an average yield of 5MT/ha.. The highest yield 
officially recorded was 11}IT/ha. 

In 1970 it is expected that 15,000 ha. will be planted to TN 8/5 
plus seed multiplication plots of TN 20 and 22. 3 crops of rice a year are 
possible in Cau Ke and Cang Long district, if the irrigation system is 
improved. 

About 17 - 25,000 ~IT of rice are exported from the province by 
six rice merchants in Phu Vinh/per year. 

2. Swine - Viml binh Province has about 71,000 head of swine, 
mostly C:1'oss ~ and mtive breeds. The number of head shipped to Saigon 
by road each year is p5-40,000. 

Swine are fed mainly rice, rice bran, broken rice, fish IT.eal and 
vegetablE~s. Complete rabions are available but farmers have not started 
to use them. 

3. 2il:!:lle - There are 14,297 head of cattle in the province. 
These are used for meat production and pO\~er. There is much need for 
improved ma.nagement practices. Parasite control would be a big step in 
increased profit to the farmers from beef production. 

4. Ducks Gnd chickens - It is estimated that 560,000 ducks are 
in the province, with over a million being produced each year. One Chinese 
hatchery in Phu V inh has a capacity of 46,000 eggs per month. Ducks are 
easier to raise than chickens, and the surplus is exported live tc Saigon. 
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There are very few comm.8rcial poultry men. Improved poultry 
continues to filter in from Can Tho, Chau Doc, '1.Dd Saigon. The availability 
of complete rations for puultry has increasod int.erest. in the poultry 
industry. 

Phu Vinh businessmen are interested in oporating a hatchery, feed 
mill and animal health salesouUet. 

5. Fish - 22,000MT of fish were caught in 1969. Fish mlrketing 
facilities in It' Long Village,. Cau Ngang District can not be impro'red, . 
however, until security gets better. Good supplies of sea and paddly fish, 
crab, shrimp and eel are available on the local markets in season. 300 
fishing junks are registered, and 109 of these are motorized. 

6. Fruits and Vegetables - &,nanas, 
prineapple are plentiful on the local markets. 
not seasonal, but all other fruits are. 

coconuts, ·watermelons, and 
Bananas and coconuts are 

Vegetables of local varieties are gown as a second crop to rice. 
Thus they' are in abundance from January through April. 

7. Land Temlre system - 173,520 hectares of land are p:~ivately 
owned. 6000 hectares of Former French and Expropriated Lands were applied 
for in 1969. Land Reform service has a goal of 4200 ha. of' French & 
Expropriated Lands and 13,000 ha. of Land to the Tiller program foJ:' 1970. 

About 9000 farmers own their own land. 56,000 farmers rent part 
of the land they cultivate, and 83% of the farmers rent some land. Many 
farmers are tenant by choice. 16,000 of the 56,000 tenants own palot of 
the land they cultivate. 

B. Industry: 

1. Industry in Vinh Binh Province is highly diversified imd is 
primarily designed to meet local needs. For purposes of clarity, Ii list of 
industries is broken down into manufacturing, processing and servi,}e 
industries: 

a. Manufacturing: 

Sawmills 
Cloth Hills 

Nuoc MaID Plants 
Soap Manufacturing 
Soy Sauce Manufacturing 
Boat Yards and Furniture & 
Cabinet Shops 
Cononut Oil Extraction 
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Salt (Brine) Extraction 
Ceramic Tile Plants 
Cast cement Manufacture 
Ice Plants 

b. Processing: 

Rice mills 

Sugar mills 
Hatcheries, Ducks and 
Chickens 
Slaughter Houses 

c. Service Industries: 

Printing Shops 
Bakery shops 
Welding Shops 
Ice Cream Plants 
Rice Flout Shops 
Auto Rebuilt 

2 
5 
5 
9 

71 

12 
5 

6 

2 

Distributed 
wide:J;y- thru-out 
Province 
Small 

11 (5 modern) 
J 
J 
5 
2 Reb);ilds bus 

and truck bodie 

2. By any yardstick, industry in the Province must be considered 
small scale and family owned. Industries suffer from technological 
obsolescence and modernization awaits on the importation of modern machinery. 

3. Skilled labor supp:J;y- is very short since most training takes 
place within the family-owned industry with the object of supplying their 
own immediate needs. 

h. 1'here are six Labor Unions in the Province, all of which are 
allied to the CVT (Confederation Viet Nam Du Travail,'Saigon). These 
included the Tenant Farmers Union with 11,000 members, the Transp9rt Workers 
Union with 10,000 members, the Carriers Union with 1,350 members, the 
Carpenters union with 250 members, and a Fishel'llliJ.ll' s Union with abem. 200 
members. 

C. General Economic Trends in Recent Years: 

1. Prices of commodities in the Province usually tend, to follow 
price fluctuations of the Saigon market. They have also followed the general 
nationwide inflation, with a 100% price increase during, the past year. This 
fact, coupled with the lack of any legitimate banking service, has meant 
that there has been an increasing amount of money in circulation which has 
been used in "conspicuous" consumption, such as for motorbikes, but it also 
has reflected gains such ns the increased sale of small power unite for farm 
irrigation and the pewering of sampans. 
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VI. PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPME:NT: 

The 1968 RD Campaign, including the RD contribution to the acce1erated 
Pacification Campaign, concentrated its efforts largely on Tra Cu and Cang­
Long, with lesser attention given to Tieu. Can and Chau Thanh. Efforts on 
Tra Cu ,~ere successful but Cang Long remained basically a military problem, 
even though 1968 hamlet objectives were met there. 

The 1969 Pacification Plan was an extension of previous plans, but was 
more precisely targeted against hostile and 'contested villages and h,~ets 
in areas of national or provincial priority. Objectives included 67 hamlets 
in Phase I of the 'program, having a total population of 50,237, and ;10 hamlets 
ln Phase II, having a total population of 32,340. 

Due to the progress made early in 1969, a supplementary plan wall added 
to include 13 hamlets representing a population of 15,238. Of the 1:_0 target 
hamlets, by the end of 1969, 64 were pacified representing a populati.on of 
54,579; 37 hamlets were in the contested category, and \I hamlets remained 
u.nder VC control much success was made in Tra Cu and Cau Ngang Distr:lct, with 
moderate results in Chau Thanh and Cau Ke. The military situation in Cang­
Long remained the same, with no progress noted. 

The 1970 Pacifioation Plan includes Cang Long, with special emphasis 
on opening Route §.A. the Cau Ke - Tieu Can and Tieu Can - Tra Cu border areas 
and south-eastern Tra Cu,. Progress is being made in the latter threE) areas, 
and the Cang Long campai.gn began in April, 1970. Guidelines for 1970 call 
for return of the RD Cadre to 'their politlcal and socio-economlc role's. At 
the end of April, the cadre were working in 42 villages and 77 hamlet.s. 

VII. GVN S&:RVICES AND USAID/CORD§ SUPPORT: 

A. Social Welfare: 

The Soclal Welfare programs in Vinh Binh Province are concentrated 
almost entirely in the province town of Phu Vinh. Some social welfare 
support is glven to the poor people in the districts but thls is uS\l~,lly 
done through the district chiefs and normally only on holidays. 

Following is a list of the four Social Welfare supported agencies 
and their status: 

1. Public: 

a. High School Girls Dormitory: 

Accommodates out of town girls who wish to attend bigh 
school in Phu Vinh. Capacity is 60 girls. 

b. Home for the aged: 

A comfortable home for 01d people who are a burden on 
poor families has had a kitchen recently added. It's capacity is 60. people. 
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2. Private Organizations: 

a. &'l.int Enfant s Orphark'l.I1:8: 

A large combination elementary school and orphanage accommo­
dates 600 students and 150 live-in orphans. The orphanage is operated by 
catholic nuns as is the High School Girls's Dormitory. 

b. MY Due Day Nu,rserz: 

Also operated by Catholic nuns is a kindergarten, deW 
nursery, orphanage complex. The American S0abee team added two cL'"lEisrooms 
to the day nursery With the coordination of the Social Welfare Chief'. 

B. Public Works: 

The service is responsiblo for tho maintenance and construdion 
of all provinci(\l utilitiGS with emphasis on roads, highways, and bridges 
throughout the province. Viet Cong activity causes Public Works to spend 
the vast majority of its time and effort on repairs and minimal time on 
new construction. 

1. Public Utilities: 

a. k{ater: 

The original water system constructed by the French has decayed. 
Most local water is supplied by privately owned shallow wslls. A ;USAID­
supported deep mll project is expected to restore public service in the 
future. Water was final4>' "struck" in eat'ly 1970, and pumping equipment 
Will be installed in the near future. 

b. Flectric Power: 

The province town, Phu Vinh, has a nunicipal powsr system 
owned and operated by EOV. The capacity of the system is 846 KW. There 
are 1357 houses serviced by thCl system. Several of the districts have a 
local co-op electric system consisti~~ of USAID supplied generators. 

2" Expansion of Comm.unication Routes: 

a. Interprovincial Route - Interprovincial Route 7A is the 
only land route into the province. '1'his road contains 5 major bridg'3s 
between Phu Vinh and the Vinh Long border. It fOl'llls the sout.hern boundary 
of the va Cang Long Base Area and military traffic along the road is subject 
to occasional sniping and mining,. Current programs call for upgrad,l.ng 
Route 7A during 1970 und8r the i~CV lOCprogram. 

b. Provincial Routes - There are 3 major roads in the :~rovince 
linking the district towns With the province capital. The major eff,~rts 
of Public Works ar" devoted to maintaining these roads and bridges. During 
1970. Route 36 to Tra Cu will be resurfaced. 

- 10 -
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c. Canals - Although there are many can:lls in the province, 
the IllI.\jor one is the callal linking Phu 'iinh and the Co Chien RiV<3r to the 
northeast. 

d. Airfield - 'l'he airfield located in Phu Vinh is asphalt 
surfaoed and is capable of up to C 130 traffic. It is under control of 
the Dire ctorate of Airbases. '1'he field is currently used by USAF, RVNAF, 
and Air America. 

c. Refugfes: 

1. Almost all of the dallll.\ge which resulted from Tet 1968 has been 
repaired. Even so, fighting in the province produced more than hOOO war 
victims in 1969. During this time, poor administration of the Social 
Welfare Service and the constant change of service chiefs hampered progress. 
In March, 1970, however, a new Social Welfare Chief was appointed, and it 
is expected that ho will stay here. 

2. At present, there are more than 10,000 refugees on the province 
rolls, and IllI.\ny others whose names are not carried on the refugees rolls. 
Most of these refugees have resettled and have been assimilated into new 
communities with very little help from the government. Currently there is 
much emphasis on encouraging refugees to return to t heir native villages. 
It is possible that 15,000 refugees lllI.\y be eligible for bonefits under this 
Return-to-Village program. Very little offective work has been dOLe in this 
area so f:lr, but it is hoped that the appointment of the new Social Welfare 
Chief will bring an improvement to the lot of the refugees during the year. 

D. Chieu Hoi: 

1. The Chieu Hoi mission in this province aims to publicize and 
executo the Chiou Hoi program and greater national unity. In 1969 alone, 
the Province Chiou Hoi service received 1,015 Hoi Chanh, this numbe.r is 
three times the total of 1968. 

2. Based on the results achieved during 1969, the objective of 
the Chieu Hoi service in Vinh Binh Province during 1970 is to receive 1200 
Hoi Chanh. 

3. In order to realize the above objective, it is necess~.ry to 
achieve direct participation by the people in realizing the Chieu Hoi 
program. It is also necessary to receive effective support of friEmdly 
agencies in order to achieve t he principle tasks of Proselyting, rE'ceiving, 
and rehabilitating. 

E. Public Safety: 

1. Within the province there are 1,363 National Police. This 
includes a National Police Field Forces company of 317 men. There are 
619 policemen assigned to and working at the district and village ievel. 
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Within the overall Police organization there (lre separate divisions such 
as Resources Control, Special Polico Branch and Uniform Division, which 
have specific responsibilities within thoir sphere of activity. The basic 
mission of the Nationalf'olice in this Province is the same as any other 
law enforcement agency arry placs in the world, i.e. to protect life and 
property and provide a s<Jcure environment where the various element!> of 
the Vietnamese society may f,rOl~ and develop in peac(,. 

2. Current plans call for tho establishment of 3 Police Sub­
Stations during 1970. There will then be uniform police in all 52 villages. 
These stations are located at the village levGl and will bring the WP, 
as direct, constant representatives of GVN, to the people in the harr~ets and 
rural areas. As the security situation becGmes better and better in the 
outlying areas, it is the intention of the Nip to move closer to the people 
and to improve the people's image of the Nip through daily personal 
contacts. 

3. The NPFF Company is the armed support bloc for the Nip. The 
members of this para-military organi~~tion were first trained as regular 
Policemen and were then given additional training in fire-and-maneuver 
and in small unit tactics. They are organized into a reeular military 
company format nnd operate as the action arm of the SPB. At the present 
time seven platoons of 40 men each operate as separate elements in the 
various districts, The platoons operate on intelligence fed to them by the 
DrOCC's located in each District. 

4. The Village-Hamlet Radio Syst<'Jn in province is in good shape. 
There were approximately 830 radios within the system by the beginning of 
1970 and expansion plans call for this number to be increased by at least 
another 722 during the year. 

F. ~lic Health: 

a. The Provincial Hospital was originally construoted by the French 
in 1969. It has received minimal repair since. A US Air Force MILPHAP team 
is assigned to the Provincial Hospitell. 

b. 'I'here are health facilities at tho District and lOWllr levels. 

District Dispensaries and Matornities 
Village Dispensaries and Maternities 
Number of beds 

2. Staff: 

a. Provincial Hospital 

· ........... . 
• •••••••••••• 
• •••••••••••• 

PhySicians ••.•••. ',', ••.••••••••••••••• 04 
Dentists ••••••••••..••••••••••••••••• 0 
N1.lJ:'"ses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 22 
Nurse Technicians •••••••••••••••••••• 09 
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HeG.l-J:,h 1'echnicians •• I •••••••••••••• 05 
Nuns ••••••.•••..•.••••••••••••••••• 11 
Beds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )00 

b. Rural Health 

Physicians .e ............•...•....•• 0 
Nurses ~o •• o'e ••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 0 
Health Cadre ~o ••••••••••••••••••••• 09 
National Midwives •••••••••••••••••• 03 
Rural H.i.r1Nives ••••••••••••••••••••• 31 

G. Edncation: 

Education in Vinh Binh Province trails that of many other Delta 
provinces, and the illiteracy rate is high. With the arrival of a new 
Primary Education Service Chief, and with the strong backing of the Province 
Chie)f, the province administration is striving to 'change that situation. 

Hamlets which still have no schools will be encouraged to build 
classrooms through the Village Self Development Program; Extant school­
rooms in disrepair are being renovated and returned use. Student-Pa.rents 
Associations 'lre being emphasized, and the local villagers are encouraged 
to accept the concept that the building and maintenance of local scl:.ools is 
their responsibility, and not the central or provincial government'~'. 

The development of secondary education at the district leve,l is also 
being encouraged. From no high schools classrooms at district level at the 
beginning of 1969, there will be 27 classrooms in 5 districts by th~ end of 
1970. Improvements are also being nk'1~, at the provinCial capital high school, 
including tho construction of the first permanent high school library facility 
in the Delta, which is being realized under USAID/CORDS sponsorship and being 
built by the Seabees. There is also a campaign ail;J:J.ed at the beautification 
of the school C'lffiPUS and the impr\wement of student activities. 

H. Public Administratiom 

At the beginning of 1970, of a total of 52 Villages, Vinh Einh 
Province had 51 villages with elected government, and 1 with provisional 
government. Of a total of 409 hamlets, there were 347 with elected 
goverIl1llents. and 19 with preVisional governments.' 

In 1970, second-cycle elections arc being held in 20 villages and 
ll5 hamlet s which were first elGcted in 1967. Plans also call for the 
establishment of governments during 1970 in the 43 hamlets which still have 
no organized government. 
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