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The ekong River is 440C i long, and one of the larszest rivers in the
world. Criginatine in the Himalayas, in the Tibetan Hjsznlands at an elevation
of 5CC0 peters, the roof of the warld, the mckong River runming through the

various mountzin ranges and dense forests of China, thru virgin Torests of
Juwrms and faliing inte Thafend and Leotian borders. ond arriving ai saom renh,
the Cambodian capital, it splits into wwo larze rivers which ian into South
Tiet Yam, ocur colntry.
ve river in the northeast is cxllied Tien Flang, whils the othsr
d au Tang. dpprosching the sea, these ftwo larze branches Juril
t nog, flowing into the 3Sxutih China Sea
soirit of uind and water, considorad sach river
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The lensth _l‘omfune Cc.r_.t)ocq_a.n - TI border to Cung Hau liouth is a,_‘“roxin')te"y
220:m as the crgw flis

Xong the river are vany larse and fertile islands such ast Tha Va, Leng
fhanh islands, Zaw Vung, Cu Leo Tay, Cu lao Tieng, Cu Lao Tau Thuzn, Cou Zor,
Con Lan, Tae -smogravhy of these isleads very extracrdinary. The islands of
Tay nd ‘l"-ien;z ..Q*"ﬂrz“v corresvond to one another, the island -roup Cha Va,
Leng ¥h island zroup of Tan

anh, Cau - Img in Xonz Negu also corvestond to the
-

Thaun, Con Jon, Con Lan in the south of Jao Zenh. The Heng is L3 dn one
of

thas2e srzas vhere Cathollc structures first zppeared in our countiw.

The Tien ’J:‘qs.ng Zone covers the area fro. the Lalt bank of Tan Jo Tay iliver
to the right bank of Yan Co Tay Hver =nd now includes tihe ,,:rov" ness ol tien

Fhuenz, Fien Tuqng, “ien Hpoa, Yinh Tuongz, %o Oonz, znd vart of Lons in snd
one vaoy small ' 01 Vial Long. The wacle ares ‘ e
square Wil e nheodtoted by nillion
the 2 =rovine .i,en doa and fueong zach

Tien Joie ogeunies ths most lnmorhant coprtion on the 2OEVT and
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Ious succ¢asful stions achisved by gov't troops of he

Sut thanks Lo cont oper

Delta, 1.2 Onnrat-nns Tien Heng 19/ 65 onducted bn ”hanh “honz, Cpn ’//og

st Cai Tay (M LR unnv,, Oon 7L/up 2t Xom Dac (ip -Bac), 25/65 at by Hnah Do.g,
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21765 ornoal sung Tram and 22765 Opn st Oa Dam. The aforementionsd lans of

the 70 wers comjletelv oiled, If not, the supply of vice and other Looqota”“
for the Salzon Sapkal and the Central Hizhlunds would have been very troublesone,

-

L€ we draw a straisht line on the wap from 3inh Tahnh {ien o District,
dien Thong Frovince) to Ky Fhuoe Tay and link it the Arroyo Jormertgal
to Van Oo Tay MMer, e will see the Tien Tang frea sprear as two areas haviag

Iotaly different countrysédes. The area to the southeast of the line is
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COomTL
a nish, allu®ial iarea. Vill:uges have many areas =and fruit troes, green cocenut
plantations [ollowed by rubder plantations are in the Loc Ninh Hon Tuan area,
Cutside the villape sardens rich golden rice fields greet the eyes.
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rle ((Lens AnJ, than Thue Thisu Trods o cng Hen (Sinh Tuongz)
211ly Soad uat G“JL‘OJ of Jai Je, Hormally the price of other tymes

enly from 2CE to TOF for 14 fruits, but the rrice of the Cai e
G Ip case ol sco fgrty and riss of demand, the trice increases

100CH ( 1L Fruits).

The coconut blaﬁietion in Tien Fang Zone occuries 7 L,LJ{ heclarss ad
the counliy's uabul : arza only covers 173,42C hecwarzs. Cf the Qi 537
hectares VunL'unua aoove, Yien foa Frovince alene has has 2C,C00 “Lc+mrea,
i.a. :“317J L5 o* the tobtal neconut rtlantation arsa in the country The coco-
al

nut o1l of Tion WHang Zone graatly contributed Lo the exzansive developit
of 3oap Laduttry An Jﬂﬂ.

sides the Pruit, this area is w&ll mewn for many
Ce Can, o fhac, Le le virds, ete. o the bird seascn, all the restauranits
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The arsa ‘o the northwest of the line, fPunning from the Canbodian - VI

porder is a low, arshy area covering £00,0C0 hectzrss jet uadevsloped. It
mas baen sald that In Fr, Talen Le Juongz ”oed this ares a8 a cage “o resist
Frengiy, e brdered the construction of 10 watchtowers from 3ons Lon
(Vare’ Ba 3a0) to e headcuarters Jor the defense. The tower

ne name of Thap uugL.
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logated ‘n iz ngiwas tne tenth one, therefore 1t lad &
Iator this entirs! zras naz called Dong Thap iuoci area (the Flain of Teeds).
Done Tuap fubi is the least rmow.lated arvea in SWH, Chl the dark tram
forests and irmense L zreen reeds stretching Lo ! orizeon are round
: r peasant, aving no lancd ol his own and livirng o
aresa to Pul*“*“te wie land and olant r“co, can not
_ong oy their raturn to thelr astive country, as 1%
ing Toems




Blue sky, red canal, green land,

Leeches and m:souito bites make you romember her.

wWhen the rice Yurns golden yellow

And when the narvest is done I =111 return to the village to see her,

The area has so many leeches and moscuitoes that the f-1lowing comparison

is maded : .

Up in the sky qne rosquitos hbugz like a wind fluts,

Down in the water & swarming of l-eﬂhes is Iik= ao»es in a soup.

The nizh Hunidity and peleoliouws wineclpiars clicng with the exiremely hot

sun 21l day long cleate a su*fncatﬂnn evaporation of the muidy soil. During
the dry sedson, the soil in some areas cracks up »nd the intense heat comes
up from the hegrt of the earth. The canal waters sre murky and as red as
bridks aﬁdis sour as alum, If soap was drooped in this water it would not “is-
solve in several days.

During the rainy season, water

Y rom overflouwing rivers Till the arsza and
rake 1t an immdn*ely ooded area sirictly t

g {ni horizon.

A large adrber of Link Ffish follow the rushing waters comineg

There are sormqn* of these figh that in Hons Ngu arsa theyclos ths
! . Fi n

vou only need i basket to catcin them. Thsre Zore the following son.

hen the mons orn comes, and strong winds come up and catch the cong crab,
e so the the marshes to catch fish, and the high fields to catch crabs.

How can you eat all the fish in this Dong Thap area® They are used to
nake Nuoc lam and fish sauce but still nct using them all. They ars so
sbundant tit they have to throw some of them away or use them &b fertiliger
for touvacce plants,

Since 195 the Link leh quec mam industry has greatly develored in con-
currence with fhan Thiet MNuoc Fam lniuuurj. The nrice of linh fish is much
chearer and it pcecuvies a great vart of the SV market,

The Dong fhap area is very zrarsely rorulated, there are 3“vroxim?telj
1CC,000 reoule and 2/l of this number lﬂve on tne lcPt ulde of the Tien iliver
and on the right side of the Vam Co Tay River. Only 1/4 of the population
live in the plains atong the newly cug canals er on snall sloced areas, in
same-areas of 20 scuare kilomehers ther iB no inhsbitants. This 1s truly an
ideal area forées+?“"°nncnt of szuerrilla bases.

2. His tﬂrlCJl SWHNATYS

Sh Aaﬁ imperislism: (from 1st to 4th Jentury) The history of

Tien Giang uonu.is closely l_nked with the history of all SN, In grehi&sbolrd
times 14 zvpeared that natives of this area were of Indonesian origin. Fumog
skl 1s e “ouhd in Viph Hung (3ac Iieu) and shone teools werve Found salony
Zpa ) Dini Thanh

fan Co Dong Hver, Deng fai Hon Quan Ziver, Rus Jsland (Bien Foa)

(Tay Ninn-Dink uunng 3order), Saigon and so on.
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The Cambodian Men-Ehmer race aprarently came after, chased the natives
ur to the hlvnlands of central W or out to the Indonesian Island chain, At
this time the Men-Khmer peorle were still using stone tools,

During the ifirst century A.D., many Indian tradesmen came Lo this area
to do business and fruit for golc and incents, etc. Cne Indian named Raurdiugya
eme frow the south of India and married Queen Luu Diep, in the lower part of
Cun Long diver, ' He spread Indian culture, reorganized Men-Khmer scciety and
built the Fhu Nam country. This country had been strong from the first to
the sixth centyru and had become the largest imperialist courtry in Southeast
Asia, its territory included SVH, the southern part of csntral V¥, Canbedia,
the southarn pant of Laos, vart of Thailand, and provably rart of ialaysia
alsc, :

The Fhu Nam capital was situated in the Dac MNam area of rriyweng C wbodia.
Cne of the most iimportant iaternational ports of Fhu Nam was probably O¢ Do,
located 2t the foot of Ba The mountain on the An Siang and Kien Giang vorder,

In 1943 traces of an old, squars fort, sach side wmeasuring 150C meters,
and surrcunded Ly traces of aousss on 225 hazctares of land were found in Cc o

o
(it

by *he archaslozist Mfalteret. &He dug in 22 rlaces and discovered fraces of
old architscture, rart of these anclent uhlﬂ 5 were amhinited in tha national
museun in Saigon, a larger vart were tirmns orted to trance Tor evhibition in

the museum “uimet - Paris, Recuntly the truck return°d these anclent thin

'S

A

to the Saigon musewr. These iz a total of 222 iriceless itams, amonz which
are & statue of Ja La kon religion, statue of Zuldha of Ma U weod, - brass
+irvor of Yan drnasty, medal on which rictures of Zoman emperor Antoniug-ie-
Fieus (132-141).. rr'hpse 1ndlc te that Oc Bo was a2 rlace where the Indians,
Cainess and western countriss olor- dre Maditerranean cendueted business.

In the Tien “Sanz Zone many un]_-Avd canals were dug in th n: Thap
ared, rrocably dug in the fi%th century dudng the Jeminatiorn of srinee <hu

Hatn, Lot Cus 4o lack of rm,ﬁtéﬁanﬁ and flaode, muddy water has fillaed the
£ t

canals snd tracas of them has been lost,

Chan Lep country? (from 7th to 17th century) At the hegimn of the
Tth -nrury (u*O) a small nation in Thu Yam, originating in fhwer »n the west
gide c¢ Thu Nam had invadad Thu Ysm snd axtended its influence to the China
Sea., Tara the 4th century, Chan Lap ad t*vil war, ths Yava ~eouls in the

Inddnasmdl island chain 1;c occurisd Chan Lap and spread Zuddhism. Inothe -ext
century Cnan Lap rezained porar and moved its carital desp into the mainiand
$n Mioeor.  Tn the 12th and 10%h centuriss, Chan Lap became | owerZul and rnS
rernue and Lulll nunerous huge conetructions. Anskor Thom and Anglor Tt are
corsidered cne of the 7 wonders <f the world.

Chan Lax decllned BEoau tciiun i temiles, hecouse
of *he war vith Siam in the he ar ith Cman Thanh in
the zast.  Chan Lop reved An» r ocand bo Man Tang iua 4Ly the prasgure oF
the Sianase. '

The malsrity of ar found ir Venh island, Tua telands (Fien
Foa) around Jo Gong, ©j srovineial towns 2nd Jongz Thnp helongzad




to Anzlcor Thom, dngkor Wat times.

The Thap Muci 1ill had never been submerged. There had been a Cham Lag paz:da
2alled rraset “ram Louen (five town cagoda), Ancient things found in this
area ware similar to that of Sianm znd India in the 7th cenbtury. Thls was ~ro-
oably an BTPO“*qnu center of relizious belief, Thzre hed been a road Irom the

e -

outside into Donp Thap thru the above mentloned razoda in the !B 4nd SW dirszetion.
‘.3 En ol

Tiets come %o tha South: {(17th contury) At the beginning of the 17th
century (1411) the Vietnam Wo‘rr]r‘r emly extended 'Tc- Fhu Yen. ‘lhen Iri: ey
Chetta TI (1512-1424) of Cham lLap 2 back from Siam as a Wingz

n

had wemories of the Simmese. In the Trezgure 353,
A : . - . ~ . 7
sney Chetta TI mroposad marrisss o St Tueng, T

matic micsion of the Mue Ijmosty come to Chan Lap to asi
to permit the Yiets to come and work in Mo Yoal (2a i)
Tong Nal ;len doa;. Tueen MNzoc Van nad eaimesztly recuested ap, roval of
rrmaast of *lc ats, I’:Lnr:r Chey Chetta II concurrsd sut ol consllooe
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ad Teneral Twong ¥oan Dleh, anulactured wemrosn ~ad racerultaed mere broos
~t to eonzuer Chan Lap., Th: king of “han Lap bacims angry ana
fouzht against them and ceasad to pay tribute bo the quu” wese hing. fing
anyan =zt troops in ”ﬂf 83 trickery to kill ‘aor: -1en, at the sare Sime

Sareed the Wing of Chan Iap to continue taying t'“‘u
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Sc thz entirs "ﬁecu of land “rom the right side of Ti:n Fang up toward
tng NE complately belon-ad to the Vistnamese authiorities, 'le had to wait

1 4
another 40 years oef.'ora. ST was integrated into our country.

To romember the first werit accemplishments by irincess Ngoe Van and ¥joc
Thoa, tha 2 daughtsrs of King Sai Vu:mb, who nad e use of their beauty to ex-
rand the country, a poem was composad as follows:t
Baoe Van, Uzoe Thoa Dokl have a 3tronz confidencs
Tor whort 7o they beantify this fairy land
P‘*e older helps maintaining an instanit and zood Cambodizn~Tistnemess relaticnship
The _younger one 1Al Lsr obl zaticons between the Chisus and Viets
Bz Ra, 3ien Hoa are exvanded Lo thousands of miles
The new Phan Hang, Than So provinces are developed
The country new becomes wuch Llarger than O and Ly Frovincass
The successful march for the South rovinces, no one wo 1d dare forgetii

D l‘qe valented continue Lo appeart "‘-Tot nearly 100 yea. s aftar

J
it .
?'wust;;:ma hands and patiznce of the Vielnamese, the Tisn "Fansz has becore

1t
a new fertile area, where numercus talents are bornf
fint Nguyen Anh had succwasfully r.sisted the Tay Sen troops, unifisd the oo e
try and bacome a hope. This succzss was gre atly uc,,.endpnt on ths brilliant
servicas randarsd oy the Tene r'?.J. 2 T0icer of lie’n '«'_.A:u nrizin sucn :}.s= Toneral
Ie Van Du*r@t 3” "' ch am, 7'.‘-3?‘ Tuo (3inh Luonrr) is px esently 7eneratad as a saint.
Jeneral Vo Tanhr . (" 8C1) of Jo Cong ond Ve, Y ayen Tuyrm Due, of Tan ﬂan. They
iere considersd %o be bthe thrae “erces o7 a Xnh Troup. The old nopular
boy-girl song is **'"'ll sung in our sars:
Guestion: I hear that you unow sur history very well
I would like %o poss a omestlon with :e;_imn “» the Central of %
"o areathe three harces of Tda Dinh
dnd who was the mos  devoted and loyal man?
dnswers ¥pr, Tanh, ¥r, Yhan sad fe. Humh Duc
All the thrae uDL’lLu. ibubed zreastly to the help of our comtry
The 2 heross of Fia Zinh are well mown of thalr repucation
Y¥ir, Vo Tanh was lkmown for his loyalty, his takénis, s strans
e had »oen totally devoted Zor the country
As ovicenesd by the fact thet he steprad up the Cetagon tower =and
brarely burned himsski.
Mso at Go Ceng, Tham Danz Mung (1"0 5-1005), a roverful afficial of
the .TJu\re"l dvmasty, fathar of ’“u o Ta Uu shose virtas was an ixer-.:.;-lar‘:’,r
Frenca

ong for all Tietnamese weren., In 1259, the French invaded Tiat Tan. <

. N - - . A - hCe A i s

YMavy trooos atbackad ":.3. Pinh ?';r‘:, izohrered the 17 ko long By Yea fovires
i

oot 11 . m_ox T -
LT, Douyen .U Shuon

: soved forard south by twe roubt:s.
. . . ’T.

Falloved the -'9;.1 Un Ta 2iwer bo Tan dn and zntered Jhe Diph G
A L'as aan

de la ao:m) and 2o dovm So Tan Huonz., Ths obher elemsnt uged hs 58 round
e

- . A = ™ Y
e secratly *.-;-a_'t up tae My Tho Rver to Dinh Tuons, Cn 17 Aril 1861, Titn
I g 3 1 T S mem TS
Tucny Frovinece tjas seizad by the Fraench. The Tamous scholar Iran suan ~oa
(™1 Doc lloc Si) cormitted sulcice by Litin: off 2lz tongue.




After Dinh Tuong was taken, the French roved toward Horth and took 3Bien
Hoa on 16 lﬂb 1861, The Viet ¥am dynasty authorities were forced by the Freach
to sign a peace treaty accordlnp to thz three sastern jrovinces must be
complately ceded to them! Bien Hoa Gia Dihh, and Dinh Tuong.

Before the shame of losingz the couniry, the entire learmed —eople wers
very dissabisfied and rose up to fight with the callss
s

- llovement of Xing Support zad country salvation
ar ™4 »
- tovements of Binh Tay, Sai Ta, etec.

The Tien “iang (upper delta) resion is well known ::ith the anil-urancﬂ resiztan
conductad by Truongz Jong Dinh in Go Conz from 1800 Lo 126/, aopular Forces

the title 3nh Tay (Jest acification) sreat senemissino,

-.J
At Tan 4n Yguyen T“ung Truc was famous for ourning the French ship "is-zr-
ancs' at Yhat Tao village, iz lons resistance ‘asted from TA’O nhn 1028,
' ing cai-

- limit of recisbtsnce was from Tan An to Rach Fa o Tiam, ‘hua b
turad and seduced e suvvendsr by the Trench, he obstinately verlied
"ye e bhe ranic with Tench

1
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. fuymn Man Dat Tralsed him oy

ives Fforever i e 4
far men to how thamsalve othars, !

m

w2 aze of 23, ¥r. Thu Thoa

Fogd

At Cai Lay, ¥y Tho, in 1803, another hero at %

Taan (Tog xracuaup Huan,; »nse pil s rerubabtion was iell kmown o Saan Too,
O a_amm I -~ .
T T, e o CusT Thr 12 years., He was {1;L (O by thie dpench

at Con Rang ¥y Thu fﬁv Tho A ON Islanﬂ) at the aze of 2%,

= ™ A -1 My, .. T ! -
inother snti-French hero whose aame 15 To Juy Dung lias Than Tlo Suony

™ hd J Al h 1 : wm e =) Ed 1 .,.,.._.
used Joni Than Fucd {{13in of Reads; 35 his base to rise up and Ifight a ;
the Tr s 1252 te 1265, After that he <ied of sickness but bhis
with + forever. In the book "7 Days in Ucnﬂ Thap Tuei" Lz autn .
Yeayen Fien Le wrobz That from Cao wanh %o Seng lgh, any villagz nas some 2atrisns.

In The sare m*"_oi nmarallel with thes Tamous heross, wiiters or learned

cersons in Sz Tizm Fang recion also hid meny shining oxamples. Ir. ihan
Tranh Han at Jen Tre (alon uO&) w25 an drinistrotor who was incharze of o

: “irst Jietnsmase wno : » for T ._“
rerzininsg Vestern “rovwinces wars scew las by La2
his loyalty Lo Dis countoy.

MAATT,

ce

from 3 eastern rrovinces veneratad him as their lsader. The Zoyal Court avardsc




Aftervards, at iy Tas, Yr, ¥zuyan Van Lac, alias Hoc Lac was lmown as hamereus

ariter in SV, Hig ta;ant was not less than that of those in ‘lorth Wi, suel
‘r. Tu Zuong, Lguyen Thuysn.

ferent from the zbove mentionsd herces who used thelr stransbh

- =
talenbs %o heln their counbry, many osthers in Tien & ang vsiion rere is famous

and talentad as fham but they served the azsras 33*5 Lo D1LL Shae'r cun meople
A o i v S e
for Lhelx 7227 the hnonv them, Tren 3a Loc, alias “overacr Loc, wmust

ne the first to be Tisted. e was a 3ollier in the Trench amy Later
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