
EDITORIAL 

AAM LOG'S LAO 
SPECIAL ISSUE 

We do not publish many editorials in 
the AIR AMERICA LOG because we believe 
that the vast majority 01 our readers would 
be bored to tears with editorials - and bored 
readers make poor readers, 

We are making an exception to our self­
imposed rule in this case because we are be­
getting our second Special Issue as a tribute 
to the outstanding Air America effort in Laos, 
This effort is manifold : we hire Laotian em­
ployees to the point where the Company is 
tile largest single commercial employer of 
Laotians in Laos; then we train and up-grade 
these Laotians in special classroom training 
courses and in practical on-the-job training 

lon e Xong Avenue (meanin9 in lao "Avenue of a 
mil/ ion elephon',"). one 01 the ma;" thoroughfares 
of Vientiane. the Administrative Copilol 01 looi, i, 
dominated by the impn~ssive "Monument des Mort'" 
(Monument 10 ,he Deod), seen in 'he center 01 
obove pill;. AI e dt.me 'ighl (on be sq"n umbr~"os 
which are 0 portion 01 Vienlione', morning morkel. 

courses_ We provide air transportation lor 
their Royal lao Majesties King Sri Savang 
Vatthana and Queen Khampoui and other high 
Laotian officials as requested; we feed count­
less tribespeople throughout Laos by landing 
or by air dropping rice and other edible com­
modities to them - and we throw in an 
occasional employee diversion to give life in 
Laos a rea sonable perspective_ 

This Special Issue cannot begin to cover 
the bro ad spectrum of the Company's activ­
ities in that landlocked country_ But we 
hope we have featured a few highlights which 
will illustrate for our readers - in abbre­
viated form -- some of Air America's func­
tions in the fascinating, beleagered kingdom 
of laos,-ED, 

ABOVE 
His Royal Lao Majesty King Sri Savang 
Vatlhana at Nam Tan, laos, (P;, by EO,) 

BELOW 
The Royal Lao flag with the Erawan 
(three,headed elephant) in the center. 

"AIR AMERICA'S MOTTO: 'ANYTHING, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE-PROFESSIONALLY'" 



IIIB IIm£BIClIlOG * 
AAM'S VIENTIANE BASE HIRES, TRAINS, & PROMOTES LAOTIANS 
55.1 % OF VIENTIANE 
PERSONNEl ARE NOW 
LAOTIAN NATIONALS 
by; G. t. Ch,i$lian, III, DRPAITPE 

The objective of Air America's Vientiane laos 
Sase initiated some years ago - to hIre. train 
and promote native laotians IS being VigorOJs11 
pursued with such succeSs that PAM is today the 
largest single commercial employer of laotians in 
laos. 

Here afe some of the impressive results 
achieved to date, 

• Increase in number of lao employees from 
November 1967 to July 1971 - 847% 
• Monthly laotian payroll increase - ap" 
proximately 238,1% over the same period. 
Montllly payroll now stands at over 28.5 million 
kip ialmest US$57.000). This reftects tile 
considerable growth in the number of Air 
America's laotian employees and also an ap­
preciable increase in their pay scale. 
• Percentage of laotian employment to 
total Air America employment at Vientiane 
has climbed from 4 L9~o to 55.1 % over the 
same base period" 
• Many Laotians have been trained as air· 
craft and other types of mechanics. Some 
were trained at the Company's facilities at 
Vientiane, but the majority were given a com· 
prebensive one-year mechanic's training 
course - called International Line Service 
Mechanic Course - at Air Asia Company 
limited's Main Maintenance Base at Tainan 
ill <;Outhern Taiwan. (Air Ash is a subsid!ary 
of Air America). 
• One class of 25 lao trainees completed 
the one·year training course at Tainan and 
graduated in June. 1970. A s«ond class of 
2S apprentices is currently in training at 
Tainan and is scbeduled to graduate in Noyern· 
ber, 1971. 
• Another group 01 15 laotians, brought 
in from local labor market. was given a three· 
month Generator Operator Training Course 
all On Company time - at Vientiane and the 
13 who passed have been sent out to operate 
and maintain gasoline engine.criven genera· 
tors at yanOUS sites throughout laos, 
• Savings to Air America, resulting from 
recruiting laotians many of whom have fe· 
placed Third Country Hationals fTCNS). 'uns 
about US$IO,SOO a month because the TCNs 
are paid a station allowance wbich is naturally 
not paid to the laotians since they live in 
their native country. 
Here are details concerniflg the various train· 

:ng COurses given to Air America's laotian trainees. 
INTERNATIONAl. UNE SERVICE MECHANIC 
COURSE 

In the first properly organized and implement· 
ed course - a pool of some 100 laotians. who 
either held various jobs within the Company such 
• s Utilitymen. or Traffic or Supply Clerks. or were 
recruited from technical schools in Vientiane -
were given an initial screening by personnel fot 
T ethnical Services; tIlis screening brougllt tile 
number of candidates down to about 50 men. The 
50 were tIlen given a battery of detailed tests. 
ranging from English comprehension to mechanical 
aptitude; the top 25 men were selected to be sent 
to Tainan. As one of our Tech Services men put 
it, "The good trainees were like ·tecbnical sponges' 
- tIley wanted to absorb every bit of information 

they came in contact with," 
Once selected, the first group of 25 Air Ameri 

ca trainees were sent by air from Vientiane to 
Taman - vi, Hongkong and Taipei - all at Com 
p,ny expense They departed in June. 1969. and 
returned exactly one year later. in 1un€, 1970. 
All 25 trainees graduat~ from the Tainan course. 
some with outstanding grades. While 10 T aindn. 
each trainee reclved a daily living al10wance from 
the Company, in addition to hiS AAM trainee pay 

Upon returning to Vientiane - also at Com· 
pany eX!lense - each of the 25 men was screened 
again in three ways: by personal interview, by 3 

ski!! proficiency test. and by a review of an 
evaluation ot each man made by the T echnicaf 

Training Oivision in Tainan. 
Purpose of this after·training screening was 

to determine which .- if any - men in the class. 
were susceptible to specializing in one of three 
Company-recognized specialties: Aircraft Electricai 
Systems IAESJ. Quality Control. or Avionics. Of 
the class of 25, two men were selected for AES. 
two for Quality Control and none for Ayionics. 
Those selected were then given additional, spe­
cialiled training by the Technical Training Depart. 
ment in Vientiane. This specialized training, which 
is done on Company time, inyolyes spending 50% 
of the men's time in the classroom and 50% 
On·the·Job·Training (Om or in the laboratory. The 
man's specialiled work is super-imposed on his 
regular work in the Regional Maintenance De­
partment iRMOJ. 

Of the 25 trainees who returned to Vientiane 

CONTRACT TRAINING 
Almost alt 1rcin.es are under cont,oci to wor. 
lor Air Am~r;co 'or a IPoIIcif;c ~riod of "trfft, 
,j.~Mdi"g on ,h. length of thll ttainiltg IWO­
gram. For inJtance, fhoJil men who go Ifm;augh 
fh. o"e·yoraf IMernoliOltof lilt. S.rvh:. Me. 
chani, Course in Tainan, Taiwan, or. ohligal. 
",d to work for fh. Campanr for five r.Off 

uqon compl.fion oj fh.;r Iroiltjng progrom. 
Men loking ,horter Irainjltg courses are 
Qbligoted to ""01. for Ihe Companr lor shorter 
co"'rod worl ptlriedl. 

from T alnan, the performance 01 23 of tt1e men 
ranges from satisfaclory to exceilent. Only two 
men are considered to be below average and a 
special effort is being made to raise the compe· 
tence 01 tIlese two men to acceptable levels. 

for the moment. all 25 men carry the classi· 
fication of Mechanic II and each man wilt undergo 
recurrent trainIng at planned intervals. 

Because of the considerable success of the 
196~1970 M«hanic Training Program and because 
o! tile need lor additional laotian RMD meellanics, 
another group of approximately 100 laotians was 
assembled and given intensive intent'iew/screening 
in tile fall 01 1970. The top 25 were selected and 
sent to Talnan for training in November, 1970, 
they are scheduled to graduate and return to 
Vientiane in November, 1971. There is every indl' 
cation that this new group of trainees will be just 
as capable as the 1969·1970 group. il not more so . 
GENERATOR OPERATOR TRAINING 

Air America, in an effort to still further elpand 
its employment of laotians within laos, set about 
r«ruiting a group of IS men to take a three.month 
Generator Operator Training Course, The recruits 
were sel«ted by Mr. fail Yaganagi, T«hnical 
Training Department Instructor at Vientiane, who 
was also the instructor lor the course. All the 
men came from outside the ranks of Air America. 

Triple primary objecliYes 01 tile course were 

to teach 
1) Operation of the Onan, gaso:me·powered. 

15 KW generators used In un·country Laos 
2; How to perform preventive maintenance on 

the equipment 
3) How to pedo~m mmor fIeld maintenance 

on the eqUIpment 
The trairmg cou'se COl'Slsted Of 50"" class 

room work and 5Oo~ Or.~he·Job·Tfar:'ing The 
latter mcllJded a comp:ete generato~ tear·down. 
to the last component part. then b'Jlid·up to the 
point where the generator was h.:HJ operatlQna' 
again The tramees perl'ormed the gererator t€3f 
down dnd bui!d·up entirely on then awn With nl) 
outside assis~ance" 

Of the 15 men .elected. only two droppe~ 
out. the remaining 13 are working at eight site;; 
throughout laos ISI:l. at manned sftes. two are 
ready to service on-call sites) 

Duties of the 13 men nov.' cn·station in Laos 
are to operate and malntam the Onan generators 
which suppty power for ail c~stomer weatbernei. 
communications and navigational equipment 
througbout Laos and which is used by Air America 
fiight crews. among others. 

Every station has lOO~'~ stand·by power in 
case of failure of the operating generatOf. 

The laotians, nOw c:assified as Mechanics 1:1 
have taken over jabs formerly performed exd . .> 
si,ely by TCNs. They have been discharging their 
duties quite satisfactorily for well over two years 
Not one has QUlt; the attrition rate has been nl: 

ElECTRONICS TRAINING PROGRAM 

Another trajning endeavor initiated by Air 
America at Vientiane waS a Basic Electronics Tram· 
ing program undertaken In August. 1970. 

Idea for the one·year program came from 
Mr J. C, Rfgg!e, now Superintendent of Training 
at AAM·. Udorn Base. and was g'ven support OJ 
Mr. Andy Zanell •. S/AfO !Supervisor·Aviation Elee" 
tronlcs Dept.). 

White not a 100% lao Training project. lh!! 
initial class of eight men included two laotians, 
the remaining six trainees being Thais. A month 
after the class began, three more men were 
brought in - two Thais and an Iranian. 

The Basic Electronics Training Program IS 
being taught by Vienti,ne's Technical Training De 
partment. Instructors are a laolian. a Filipino 
.nd a Thai brought ;n esp><:ially Irom AAM', 
Avionics Department to teach the course. 

AUTOMOTIVE TRAINING COURSE 
An Automotive Training Course was begun by 

AAM at its Vientiane Base in July, 197L it is 
scheduled to nm for six: months. 

To: make as sure as reasonably possible that 
the men - all laotians - selected for this course 
were well suited to its requirements, over 200 
applicants were given a battery of tests including 
comprehensive testing of their knowledge of Eng­
lish, th!C!ir aptitude for automotive training. and 
their technical abilities Out 01 tile ZOO tested 
50 .. ere first selected, then the field was n.rrowed 
to the finat choice of tile top eigllt men. 

The Course starts out as 100% automotfve 
tIleory. then gradually phases into OJT as Ihe em· 
phasis on theory diminishes. 

WIl.n the t'ainees graduate, they wi'l be able 
to service. maintain and overhaul not only all auto· 
mobiles operated by Air America. but they will 
also have the capabrlity of performing the same 
type of work on almost every piece of ground 
equipment used by the Company's Ground Main 
tenance Department at Vientiane. 

"FIND A WAY YOU CAN-NOT A REASON YOU CANNOT" 
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Mr. James A . Cunn ingh a m. Jr .• Ba se Manager, VTE. currently '.'ponsJ'ble 
for implementin g th a Lao Promo/ionol Prr:srJfom o!.!1/ined on th. preceding 
poge. 

o ~ 0 
:J)7)tJ ;;:(lJSJ7J;:f)J{)V)JW.J1 

J 

Mr. Yon9 Yi. who belon9' 10 the North laos Meo t, ibe (hi, homo is Long 
Chien g), is currently on AAM trainee. Soon he will b ecome 0 fup erviror 
concerned wjth oeriol delivery molters. Above, he is show/'l pocking a G. 13, 
500 lb. capacity cargo parachute. 

Emp/""ino 01 V,en/ione or. 23 Lao troinee' who Off) now taking a 'econcl (lor ' he lao/;on sl Interno­
/iono/ Lin C! Service Mechonic Cov". 01 Ai, Ario's Main Mo ;" ten once 80sI." 01 10inon, Toiwan ; two 
troinees followed /oler , 

MiJ!: Khlng N·geune Si"ghoroj, a tao SIo";"ici"" in AAM', Accounting 
Daper/meM, loob up fro m Ihe """.'obl. abacus so IU •• lvl ,,, h" wor'. 

Miu NO/'l g Tho/'lg lion . lao d,iY8r / Trof1ic Deporlment, .}I~"'y morutuyen 
her la rk/ill/a Corry loads to a truck 0/ Air Am erjco's Vi./'Itio". Base. 

"FIND A WAY YOU CAN-NOT A REASON YOU CANNOT" 
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MY QUOC HANG KHONG 

VIXA Y:LAO INSTRUCTOR 
EXTRAORDI NARY 

Vixay - the man's only known name -
is a Lao Technical Instructor who is cur­
rently teaching eight fellow Laotians Air 
America's Automotive Training Course. 

And being an Automotive Instructor is 
far from Vixay's only accomplishment. Be­
fore becoming an instructor, he had been 
trained in electronics and was a Mechanic 
II In Air America's Vientiane Electronics Shop 
where his performance was outstanding. 

And some of his numerous, aviation­
oriented, non-Company activities are quite 
interesting, Vixay decided that working on 
and around aircraft was not satisfying 
enough - he had to fly, So he financed 
his own flight training at a local Flying Club, 

But this ambitious young man's most 
remarkable undertaking to date is the design 
and construction - from scratch and with­
out any outside help - of a single-seater 
helicopter to be powered by a modified 
Volkswagen automobile engine which he soon 
hopes to acquire, He has conceived and 
drawn all of his own blueprints, scorning 
available chopper prints as unsuitable, 

Vixay started with Air -America in [968 
as a trainee at Vientiane in a Line Service 
Mechanic Course, He has advanced to his 
current status in only three short years, 

* * * * * * 
CAPTIONS, 
1. Vixoy, vigorously drives home a poin' in a 

clo,sroom at Vienfiane where he is leaching 
eight lellow Loo Trainees AAM's Automo/ive 
Training Courle. 

2. The eight Lao Automolive 'rainl'lH c/us1er oround 
an Air Americo's Volkswagen engine during on 
OJT (On.the.lob-Troining) 'euion in the Com· 
pony's Automotive Shop al Vienliane. Vixoy 
con be seen in the background; 0 Foreman in 
white is in the foreground. 

3. Vixoy (ri~hf) rushes around the 9fOUp of eight 
Lao Automotive Trainees he il instructing during 
on O)T session in Air America's Automol;ve 
Shop 01 Vientione. 

"NO COMMUNICATIONS - NO COMPANY" 
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MY QUOC HANG KHONG 

VIENTIANE AT PLAY 
by: C. Morehouse, Captain PC-6/VrE 

One of Air America's contributions to the 
sporting world of laos is the Jl.nnual SamlDr Race 
held yearly In Vir:ntiane, Laos. The last r;;\Cf: , 
held recently, surpassed the events of previou:i 
years in both driver entries and spectator ~lIr ti ci · 
pation. Ironically. (he face was won by a non Air 
America·ite - Georr,e C Crandh;~mi'e, ;] taltntefl 
sportsman from Honolulu - who re:oo jly adapted 
himself to that tricJ\y machine, tAe samlor, Al­
though closely cbaHenll1ed, his accomplishments In 
such demanding sport"!; acti\lilies a'S water and 
snow skiing, sailing; surfi ll~. and t!ail bicycling. 
gave him the staml!1 <J to wrn IhB SJmlor CDlltttSt. 
He just happened to be visiting some Air Ameri c ~ 
friends when the ra ce took place. 

Air America's 1968 and 1969 c\13mpion, Dick 
Gr3ham (First 01ficer, C·l23 /VTE), presented 
Gi:!orge Crandlemire with his winner's troph~ -
appropriately enough, it was <I brils.s replica of 
a sam lor. 

Ten of the three-wheeled machines were 
entered in the race. Due to track timltations, 
three preliminary heats had to be nln off before 
the final race for the championship was hl!!d. 
This year's course started and fi nisheCl in front 
of the house of tne host, "Smokey" Maxwell 
(Captain PC·6/VTE), and proceeded around Wal 
Dong Si Song Vong, a total dis tJroce of 8/10 of 
a mile. The course was replete with natural and 
unnatural hazllrds to tlJ llroughly test the sk ills 
and endurance of each driver (samlor driller, 
that is), 

For those who had no prevlo.us experi ence 
operating the three·wheeled m3{:hines the slnlts 
involved were complex and the sam lor casul3ltie:s 
were many. For example. take Oick Owst<ln (first 
Otficer, C-46/VTE) who spent a con siderable amount 
of time decorating his mochme On depcl{ ting 
his drt veway to proceed tu the race trac.k, tJis 
samlor obstinately insisted on ma~inl an uncon· 
trolled 180 degree left turn direc.tly into a llartH!:r 
s'hop adjacelll to his home. The resultant suuden 
stoppage was me"e than the sam lor could c. ope 
with and Dick was leit holding the fHmdle bars 
while the sam!ol's forward t or~ broke into thr!!!c 
sections: result - sc rat(';h Dn~ sam lor. 

Then there was Poetc l ;win ~First Officer. 
C·l23IVTE), who was tes ting his samlor prior to 
the race. He failed to nego tiate the 1ni11al turn 
out of the pit stop, proceeded across the t ' AC~ 
clOd crashed into the inne.r guard r.ail. {;.ausing 
collapse ot his sam lor's front wheel. 

And Pete Hanley (Cap lai n, C·lA/VTE), afl. r 
leading the start in the third pu: li rni nary heat, 
lost directional centrol and climbed the Inn!'r 
guard rail, causin,l!: his s-amlor to overturn. Cap· 
tain Clyde Morehouse, by exerting maximum dn,-,· 
ing skill, narrowly i:Jverted [l p-ile·up at the point ; 
he only drove over Pete 's hand as he maneuvered 
around the crash site. Pete, shaken but uthe,· 
wise unhurt, remounted in an attempt to complete 
the race; unfortunat.ely, e experienced addi tioTll1f 
control problems which caused his samlor til 
crash two more times within 50 yards of the start· 
ing line and finally forced him to leave the race. 

Numerous other incidents of a less specta· 
cular nature also occurred; however. all other en· 
trants managed to complete the race. 

In addition to champion George Crand lemire. 
the fo!lowing competed in the race: Dick GraA3m. 
Clyde Morehouse, Bud Wien'lter (F irst Officer. 
C-123/VTfJ, Pete Lavin {in a replacCIT1ent samtorl. 
Joe Conde '(Firs I Officer, C,123f VTE), Pal Howrigan 
(First Officer, C123;Vm. George New,l) (SOlI 01 
Phil New,lI, FIC/VT "Smokey" Maxwell and 
Pete Hanley. 

Ned year's Annual Sam lor Race will hopefully 
be held at the That tuang Race Track which will 
provide greater comlort and be ttcr viewing for 
the spectators, wtm turned out ill sratifying num . 
bers this year. 

On your mork! A sam/or heot obout ~o be run. (T. to r.) F;' Q JQe Conde, Georg e N~""el/J 9l1a 

Chompion GE'O'g~ Crolld/emire. 

Capfain Pele Han/E'Y cornu a croppsr, overturning hi. ~om/o r #> " ... /o'e n but uninjure d. 

A [lO(HJ ,rme ..... 0 1' had h I' all. (I. to r.) n o Joe Conde, Cuptoi n "Smokey" Mo ,"'We /l. Coptoin Clyde 
Mor.ho ""... Cha mpion G~orge CrandJllm ire, Coptaln jim RU5sell, 5fonding under n parachute 
canop )', 

"NO COMMUNICATIONS - NO COMPANY" 
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AAM FLIES LAO KING, 
QUEEN TO DEDICATION 

Recently, at the request of the Agency 
for tnternationat Oevelopment/Laos, Air Am­
erica's Base at Vientiane, the Administra­
tive Capital of Laos, supplied Ihree aircraft 
(A Royal Laos Air Force helicopler stood by 
in case it Vias needed) to transport their 
Royal Lao Majesties King Sri Savang Vat­
thana and Queen Khampoui, their personal 
retinue, Prime Minister Souvan na Phouma, 
high-ranking Laos Government officials, mem­
bers of the Vientiane Oiplomatic Corps, and 
a group of newsmen from Vientiane to Nam 
Tan, a small village near Sayaboury" to 
preside over the ceremonies attendant to the 
inauguration of a new irrigation dam_ 

The three aircraft involved in this pro­
ject were a Caribou for their Royal Majesties, 
their personal retinue and Prime Minister 
Souvanna Phouma, and two C-123Ks for the 
Government officials, the Oiplomatic Corps 
and newsmen. (AAM LOG VOL. V, No.5, p.1l_ 

The dam enterprise, named the "Nam Tan 
Irrigation Project" is a perfect example of a 
worthwhile undertaking planned and suc­
cessfully executed with the full cooperation 
of the Royal Lao Government with the assist­
ance of the United States Government. Ac­
cording to a USAIO/L brochure, this is what 
the project accomplishes , "The irrigation 
system, in the province of Sayaboury, con­
sists of a seven-meter high diversion dam 
that channels water into le ft and right main 
lateral canals, which in turn divert water 
into the 90 kilometers of sublateral canals 
leading direc tly to the rice paddies. More 
than 250 structures, built across the lateral 
and sublateral ca nals, regulate the flow of 
water for equitable distribution to the fields_ 

"Fifty timber bridges and more than 60 
kilometers of fence were built in connection 
with the project. In full operation, the irri­
gated area has the potential of producing 
annually 23,000 metric tons of rice. The pro­
ject has also brought some extra benefits to 
the people of the valley, new bridges, like 
the three-span bridge made of locally cut 
mai du WOOd; fish ponds for extra protein in 
the diet of the people; more roads, shops 
and schools; a thirty-hectare demonstration 
research center; and perhaps most impor­
tant, the development among local, native 
Laotians of new skills in agriculture, carpen­
try, metalworking, construction and equip­
ment operation. 

"The immediate agricultural benefits of 
the Nam Tan project to the agriculture com­
munity will be matched by long-term advan­
tages to the province of Sayaboury and the 
nation in term of rice surplus, commerce, 
and social and educational advancement." 

The enterprise took three years to ac­
complish and involved the work and coopera­
tion of some 1,000 local farmers. 

( Th e phologrophs an Ihis ond the following 
,hree pogOJ depict Ihf!ir Mojesfi(u' departure I,om 
Vie"tio"e ond tho dam dedico/ion coromany 0/ 
Nom Ton , Pill. by 8M/ VTf & ED. ) 

I. Troffic Dept. men layout red corpet, ASM 
chols wj,h Capt , ShlOrl , PIC. 

2. Their Maiesties in Iron' 01 Ihei, RUHion·mode 
lis; AAM (feW 01 /el1 . 

3. King shokes hond wit" P. Ngotmmuongpok. 
AFD; Que.n wi,,, J. Ryder, TM(T). 

4. P.M . Souyonno Phoumo board, plone: the;, Mo · 
irill ie, in bockground. 

S. King and Queen board Air America Caribou . 

6 . Nom Tan .,i/lagers awo;~;n9 their Maie.st iu. 

7. Village women line woy to dedicotion ceremony. 

B. Nom To('l Buddohilt mO('lJrs ;('1 front of AAM 
CI231($ . 

"PROFESSIONALISM THROUGHOUT" 
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I. loo officio! (uMer) 'okes his ploe" 0' oir'lrip. 

2. Nom Ton lodie'.;n ..... oiting orriv'e 01 airstrip. 

3 . Nom Ton lodies·in.woi1ing woiting 0/ o;rst,ip. 

4. Their Moier1ie~ ' AAM Caribou londs ot Nom 
Ton. 

5. Thei, Mo;esfle l ' AAM Co ribOLl sports lao 
fRAWAN . 

6. Color GUDrd greels their Mo jes/;ei 01 Nom Ton. 

,. rhe;, Mojeslies (centerJ review Color Guard. 

8 . Kin g, Queen and Prime Minster proceed 1u 
subie rts , 

9, Ladies-in .wait ing kneel be for~ tit.;, Queen . 

10. The Kinq is proffered 9;(1 in ceremoniol bowl. 

J J. The Kinq occeph ollw;nqf I'om hjs subie("l#. 

12 . The Kin .1I acce pt' oi/I from ceremonial bowl. 

"PROFESSIONALISM THROUGHOUT" 
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I . The QUli'en at Nom TOn follo w@d by lady. 
in,wailing. 

2. Th e QUI:l I!J' occepts onerinrl s from her svbif!d~. 

3. Loyol loo subjects o ...... o il Iheir Queen , 

4. Colorlul Mea Iribeswomen await he r Ma jesty. 

5 . Young M"o Miu sporn silver nee/dace r. 

6. The Qu efi' ll irJlpecfs 0 MCio Irib " s ..... omQn's 
heoddrllSS. 

7 . ' Her Mai"" Y chats with 0 Mea Iribeswotnon . 

8. Th.ir Majedies lisle n 10 dedicotion sp .. ,h. 

9. P.M. 50uvonno Phoumo (1.) and U. S. Amb os­
sodor Godley ('.). 

10. Prime Ministor SO uvonno Pho umo addresses 
ovdien ee. 

II. Ambassador Godley oddrenC's OUcli(lfIC8 . 

12. His Maiesly and AmbOSlodor Godley chot. 

"A PLANE IS NO BETTER THAN ITS MAINTENANCE" 
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, . King euls dedicc/ian ribbOl1 0 .1 Queen wotches, 

2. Their MoiestifH walk /0 irrigation dam si /e. -___ --~f ----

3. QU •• n opens valve; /(ing and Ambassado r 
obsctf"Ye. 

4. King ol'ld Ambassador Codley 01 dam ,i te . 

5. His Mojesly lea'flu d a m file of N om Ton. 

6 . Closg-up 01 'he /(ing and Ambouodor Godley . 

7. His Ma;esty mokes 0 p oin J with 'h is reporler, 

8. Refreshment oreo , Nom Ton. Note porocnufe 
covers. 

9 . Amhauodor Godley helps himself 01 buff.f. 

10. " Kilchen " sloff ond " stoves" of r.'reshment 
area. 

11 . Part of "Wage of Nom Ton ; AAM Coribou rr.). 

' 2. A chopper and three AAM pJonel at Nom 
Ton . 

"A PLANE IS NO BETTER THAN ITS MAINTENANCE" 
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ABOVE 
Aerial view of Air America's Base at Wattay Airport, Vientiane, Laos. Aircraft on 

the ramp are: at lefl is a C·123K; at right, nearest camera, i, a C-46, then two C·123Ks 
above which are a Porter and an Aero Commander; remainder of small aircraft in the 
group are Helios. The tail of a Caribou can be seen extending from the hangar. Buildings 
are (star ting at lower left and going clockwise): Fire Station, Air America Traffic 
Terminal, USAID IUnited States Agen[ y for International Oevelopment) Cargo Warehouse, 
U ID Rice Warehouse (with parachute drying loft protruding from roof), AAM Supply Ware­
house, AAM Hangar, Technical Services Building, then Powerhouse, Operations Building, 
Admlnistratron Building (including AAM Club), AAM parking lol 

BelOW 
Local Lao laborers mixing cement to buitd a truck-bed height loading ramp in front 

~f the Rice Warehouse. Th" raised ramp replaces a previously-used sunken truck-bed 
height ramp which was unsatisfactory during the rainy season when it turned into a 
swimming pool and required constant pumping out. 

" 1_ • I I • It ,. . ' _ . .... "SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT" 

·otH omfN/cn -lOG 
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"CAUTION IS THE OLDEST CHILO OF WISDOM" 

Aerial view or po~' of Air Americo's romp ", 
Vje "' ~one. Aero Commander is 0' top 'ef,. PorlN 
0' fop right, rafflQ'ining five o ircrclf ort" He lios . 
Romp "'quipme"' OIUJ 8-ou~ PowerhOVIt!" ore 01 

bottom or photo, 


