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THAILAND'S CROWN 
PRINCE VISITS UDORN 

On January 4 and 5, 1973, His Royal 
Highness, Crown Prince Vachiralonghorn, 
visited the Royal Thai Air Force Base 
at Udorn; it was his first official VISIt 

since his investiture ceremony on De­
cember 28, 1972. 

The photos on these pages depict 
the many decorations erected in and 
around Udorn to do honor to the visit 
of His Royal Highness. 

(All p;,c on pss. 2 & 3 by; p, G. K,ings MSAlfI 
GlUTH.) 

CAPTIONS THIS PAGE: 
,. Arch located jull narth of Gale 2 of the 

RT AFB on ThahClfn Road (Friendship High. 
way) leoding from the RTAF8 to Udaln 
City. {nscrip/jon over Ihe arch reads: 
"Long live Ihe Crown Prince,/I 

2. localad halfway between the RTAF8 and 
Uclarn Cily, an Thallam Rood, this de· 
corative orch carries the legend; "long 
Live the Crown Prince, we, Municipal 
Authorily, Uclarn City." 

3. Pr09re~sing to clowntown Uclarn City, this 
arch carries the wish: "long live the Crawn 
Prince," uncler the /ikeneSi of His Royal 
Highne1S in the center 01 the arch. Legencl 
on the left support reads: "Uclarn Pit­
tayonukul School"; inscription on the right 
support soys: "Pillayanu/cu/ School Olcl 
Boys' AHacia/;on." 

4. This strudure so)ls: "lcwg live the Crown 
Prince, the Vietnamese Peap/e of Uclorn." 

4 

"YOU CANNOT FLY WITHOUT SUPPLY" 
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CAPTIONS THIS PAGE: 

1. Thi. ote". ned to Udor" City'. Town Holl, 
corri., 'he in.c(ipfion: "Long lin th. 
Crown Prince" Clercu the c-ent., 'pOII. 
Writing ocros.s ,,,. Imoller arch •• on ,h. 
,ight ond I.f, 10Y': " AMPHUR MUR,NGU­
OORNTHANT" or: " Adminifftofi". Sub­
division 0' Udor" Proy;", • . " 

2. Locofed in c."'rol Udor" City, ,hi, Sj"ofiGd 
oreh ogoi,. .ay.: "Long live th. Crown 
Prince " in Thai o(rou the terrier .pon . 
ActoSJ the I.ft oleh, the legend lOY', i" 
Tho; ! "Chine", M.rchonl'''; ocron Ih. 
,;ght orch, the legend fOYI, in Chinese: 
"Udor" everqol Chine ... " 

3. A Chinel. lion Donee b.ing perlarmed 
in dowr"ow" Udorn City by ",emb.rf 0' 
the 10(0/ Chine •• Community in hotlo( 0' 
hi, Royal Highneu the Crown PriltCe. 

4. Thi, inJpi,ing sfrvcf""e oppeored i" fron' 
01 Udorn'f Teocher. College. 
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TAP CHI HANG KHONG MY QUoe 

"NO COMMUNICATIONS - NO COMPANY" 
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AIR AMERICA AND 
THE THAI POLICE 
by; Jerry Fin/(, OlelTPE 

AI the end of an era somelhing Ileed~ 
to be s~id , even if a pictu re is worth a 
thousand words. What foll ows is only a 
pari o f th e " Air Am erica SlOry" to go with 
the accompanying pic tures 

Shortl y he fore May, 1962, Air Ameri ca 
personnel started work ing w ith personnel 
Of the United S iales Operations MiS:iion to 
Thailan d (USOM/ TI and the Th ai Govern· 
men t Police on a contract to provide 
assistance to the then Border Police Patrol 
of the Thailand National Pol ice (formerly 
the Borde' Po lice Forces) . Two H· 19 
he l icopler~ were Involved along with a 
supply of parts for the alrcralt. A contraCt 
was finally con cluded wuh USOM/T on 
Jul y 6, 1962. Th e con lra<: l call ed for main­
tenance of the ai rcraft. repair al1d overhaul 
01 parts. and establish ing. main taming and 
ope rating a supply service . 

In May of 1964. the contract concept 
was revised to provide for Air Amen ca to 
furn i.h personnel to superv ise ai rcra h 
maintenance performed by the Border 
Pol.ce mechanics. 

In 1966, Ihe con tract was amended 
again lor AAM to prov ide both superviSion 
of aircraft mamtenance and trami ng of 
police pe rsonnel in maintenance and supply 
sU!l!lOr1. By this lime the po lice aircra ft 
fl eet had increased to apprO)(lmalely 26 
di rC/ a fc PII OI training and aircra ft me 
challic tra ining plans became part o f the 
considerations as the police avia tion 
activities incre<Hed . The pollce, uSing In, 
structor Pilots trained by AIr America, se t 
up their own pliot training program. A 
separate contract was e)(eculed for an 
aircraft mechanic train ing program provid­
ing for a year's nalning al fac ilities used 
by the Contractor. A second contract was 
10 follow later. 

In 1967. a new con traCt with USQM/T 
was executed wh.ch continued the selVices 
previously performed by Air America 
which encompassed adVIce an d t raining in 
aircraft main tonance and supply support. 
!lilo! ground school instruc t iOn as well as 
prov.ding for personnel on an On call baSIS. 
By this ti me the for mer Border Pat ro l had 
become the Aviation DiviSIOn 01 the Thai 
National Police Departmen l. 

In January. 1970. Air America entered 
into a tnpartile cont ract with USOM/T 
and the Th ai Natio nal Police Depal tmenl 
which rema ined in elfec"t for three yean 
and brought the Aviation Division 10 irs 
present level of capabilily. I ts present fleet 
of airera " has grown to appro .lOm a!ely 48 

(canrinued at rigfJrJ 

" PR O FESSION ALISM THROUGHOUT" 

(conrinued from (efr) 
helicopters and 16 fixed wIng aHcnh 
whi ch. in J anu(l ry. 1973. flew some 1,800 
houfs. The contrac t terminated Janua ry 
31. 1973. 

Oyer the period 01 11 years The :lu mber 
of Air America perSOf11le i lOl:rused from 2 
10 olle r 15 adv ison and 40 on·call PIJf 
sonne t. Police personnel. supply lind lrull O ' 

tenance facili ties were Y3'5tly exp andt<J 10 
accommodate ttlll! IIrYIH·increaS1r~ r.o le .)1 
a~iation activlt.es. 

In this short history 01 [he loog 
iUsociat.on m uch must be left unsaid for 
lack of space but not withool emphaSi zing 
th a t the Company wishes continu!O!iI 
sUGGeSt 10 Ihe T hDI Police Aviation D.visiOl1 
ill their fulure MlUlons. 
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A I the end of an l'ra some thing needs 
to be said, even if iii piclUle i ~ worth a 
thousand words. Wha t follows is on ly iii 

part o f the " Air America SlOry" to go w ith 
the accompanying pictures 

Shonly hefOre May. 1962, Air America 
personnel star1ed work ing with personnel 
of the Un ited S lates Ope rations Mi55ion to 
Thailan d (USOM/ T) and the Thai Govern­
ment Polrce on a contract to provide 
<l$sis lance 10 the then Border Police Patrol 
of the Thailand National Police (lormerly 
the Border Police Forces). Two H· 19 
hel icopters were Inllolved along with a 
supply of Pan s for the aircraft. A contract 
was finally concluded wnh USOM! T on 
July 6, 1962. The cont ract call ed for moin­
tenance of the arrcralt, repa ir al1d overhaul 
o f parts, and establish ing, mainlaming and 
ope rating a supply seNice. 

In May of 1964, the contraCt concept 
wa~ revised to provide for Air Amen ca to 
fur nish person nel to supeI'Vise ai rcran: 
maiOlenance performed by the Border 
Pollee mechanics. 

In 1966, the conlraCI was amend ed 
again tor AAM 10 provide both superviSion 
of aircraft mamtenance and traming 01 
police person nel in m aint el1ance and supply 
suppo rt. By this lime Ih e police alrc rah 
flee! had increased 10 app roximately 26 
dirCf ufl . P.lot training and aircraft me 
cha l,ic training plans beca me pari o f the 
considerations as the police av iation 
act ivities increa-sed. The police. USing In· 
structor Prlots trained by Air America. se l 
up Iheir own prlot training program. A 
separate contract was execu ted for an 
aircraft mechanic Iralnin9 prOgram provid· 
ing for a year's training at faci lities used 
by the Contracto r. A second contract was 
to follOw later. 

In 1967. a new contraCt wi th USOMfT 
was executed whi ch co ntinued the seI'Vices 
previ ously performed by Air America 
which encompaued adVice and train ing in 
ai rcraft mainlon ance and ~upply support. 
pilo t ground school instruction as well as 
prOViding for personnel on an on call baSIS. 
By this time the fo rmer Borde r Patrol had 
become the Aviation DiviSion o f the Th il l 
National Police Department. 

In J anuary. 1970, Air Americ a entered 
in to a trl p arti le contract wilh USOMfT 
and the Th ai Nation al Police De paltrnent 
which remained in effect for three year1 
and brought the Aviation Division to irs 
present level of capability . liS p resent fleet 
of airc raft has grown 10 approxim ate ly 48 

(continued at rigfJrJ 
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helicopters ano 16 fixed wing aHcf~n: 
""-"ich . in J anU<lry. 1973. flew some 1,800 
hours. The contract terminated Janua ry 
31. 1973. 

Over the periOd 0 1 11 years thc nu mber 
of Air America personnel Inc rl!!lased frorn 2 
to o .... er 15 advisors and 40 on·call pvt' 

sonnel. Police personne l, supply lind miltn· 

tenance faciliu ltS w ere .... astly exp anded to 
accommoda te 1t", e'Ytt r.inc .ehlUg r.ole .If 
a~ialion IICt ivltles. 

In Ih is short his tory of the lonq 
associa tion much must be left Uln aid for 
lack o f space bUI not ..... ithout emphasi l ina 
tha t the Company wishes continUln!il 
SUCGf!SS to fhe Tn.1 Police Aviation Divisi on 
in Iheir futu'l!" MlUlons. 
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AAM VISITS LlSU 
TRIBE TERRITORY IN 
NORTHERN THAILAND 
by: Cap'tJln R. f . OC,.,"IO", SZlCNX 

Air America's Pon er PC-GC, 
N3612A, besed at Chi.,...!) Mai, range~ 
all over Northern Thai land on a variety 
of mi§.Sion~, The pho tographs on these 
two pagCs depict a typical mission -
thh; one to Sahm Movm, 43 nautic')l 
miles north- northVY~1t of Ch;ang Mai, 
a hamlet inhabited by Lisu tribespeople 
in North~w ail.nel. 

I . " p"lI, Li.w Ink ............ " I,.. .. s"h", 
Mnm, Non" ' h.,I1 .. "d. 

Z. S'D"d'~g ill I ..... ' of t, ... .". f'(J 61 21f or $ .. h .. 
Miou'" or, II. to , .J: JoU r<n. O;( ~ ..w ...... . 
A ... dNM A9' ......... ,. U M" "o,,.f)'J ,." ... . 
l li ... ,. ,. e h. to So, ,..il/og. luJ",,,,,, 
C"p,,,j,, R. f . Ovw",,, , Sl l CNJt .. "d pi!g t 
01 . ~ . ,.."..-, Ch.' , li"wltna" '; " 10' 8riti,h 
Co ... ,,1 MolcQme Me""in. 

J. ill Li," ,",OIBOII '''''5/1'" 9 mOl/AI ..... r_u ; I,. .. 
I,,,d ",,<I ..,11"11' G'" ~;"bJ. in ,"_ b .. ct . 
g,ollnd 

4 . /"' 0 Ii... wo'''''' wl.h typic"/ p ... Uo, .. 
,,/1,1 h" IojI" ';Oft 01 lite "rea. 

5. Villo!Jo 11..,,1 ....... C~. 1.0 5", ./""Ji .. , I .. 
(1 ((01,1 f:lJjor.AI ,., hi, .;I{f:lSjc .. I Sohm 
Ma"m, loob ,ui" k "IIv .. I 'h, co' .... o. 

6. A",ol v;«w 01 tho n,I ..... I lit_ O" ci , .. 1 city 
0 1 5\1~ "01" "i. 1/t";/o,,J. (, II . " .. _ ,1 abc>\l1 
100 ",it .. laulll ""d a fi nlo .an .. I Ch, .. "O 
Mo;. 

1. Co ..... 1 tomarGJ.". '" Sollm M. ..... , 
(,j" loy. C .. pI .. . ·" • . E. D ......... "J 

" A PLANE IS NO BETTER THAN ITS MAINTENANCE" 
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of mi§.Sion~, The pho tographs on these 
two pagCs depict a typical mission -
thh; one to Sahm Movm, 43 nautic')l 
miles north- northVY~1t of Ch;ang Mai, 
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in North~w ail.nel. 
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Mo;. 

1. Co ..... 1 tomarGJ.". '" Sollm M. ..... , 
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BIENVENIDO SABINO 
STILL FORGING AHEAD 
by, Dick Ford, AVPI UTH 

The VOL. V. NO.8 1971 AIR AMERI · 
CA LOG carried an article entitled "Bien­
venido Sabino Forges Ahead." It is now 
our pleasure to report that Ben has taken 
another giant stride in the advancement 
of his career with Air America. 

The earlier article told how Ben joined 
Air America as a mechanic in Bangkok 
in 1960 after a seven-year stint with Pan 
American World Airways. Ben had pro­
gressed through many job assignments in­
cluding Mechanic, Flight Mechanic, Serv­
ice Mechanic, Leadman, and Crew Chief. 
During the course of these assignments 
he moved to Udorn in 1961. He performed 

"'-" ~, rllllll C'<tlIIf ""lttt'lf C',""",,") I.~ h~. r.,..., ... qu~l~ . r Chi .. 
!IV , 

all these duties in an exemplary manner. 
Ben Sabino has an A&P (Aircraft and 

Powe rplant ) mechanic ' s license issued by 
the United States FAA (Fed.ual Aeronau­
tics Administration) and in December, 
1970, he obtained his U.S. Commercial 
Helicopter Pilot's license. 

It was this lates t license acquisition 
which led directly to Ben 's most recent 
adyancement. On October 18, 1972, Ben 
was appointed a First Officer (Trainee) 
in the Udorn Helicorter program. On 
Noy-ember 1, 1972, Ben was flying CIS Train­
ing First Officer .' along with Captain 
Frank E. Sterga, and Fl ight Mechanic M. 
B. Punzalan on board Udorn-based Si­
korsky UH·34D. H·15 - wh"" that heli· 
copter reached a record total of 15.000 
flying hours. IAAM LOG, VOL VII, NO.1. 
pgs. 1 & 2 .) 

On November 2. 1972, Ben success· 
fully completed his check ride and is now 
a full·fledged First Officer in th" UH ·34D. 

First Officer Bienvenido Sabino has 
amply demonstrated that witll intelligence, 
hard work, application to duty, and a 
keen sense of determination, the sky is 
truly the limit. 

"SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT " 

Editor & Publisher: 
George L. Christian, III, DPRA 
Published by: 
AIR AMERICA INC. 
APO Son Froncisco 96346 

• • • • • • 
AN EQU AL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER M/ F. 

EDITOR'S EDEN 
(or; shortie Jqu ibs (rom here & ther.) 

WISE WORDS 

"Mind only how YOll plow, not what 
you reap," 

-Anonymous 

ANYONE FOR FISHING? 

CLEVELAND (UPI) - The longest 
runway at Cleveland Hopkins International 
Airport was closed for 30 minutes recent­
ly as a motorized broom swept the con­
crete clear of hundreds of thousands of 
earthworms. 

Captains of four jet l iners reported 
that braking action on landing was ext re ­
mel y poor because of the worms. 

WORDS OF THE WISE 

Fortitude is the marshal of thought, 
the armor of the wi ll , and the fort of 
reason. 

fronds Bacon 

"I r.ad you loud and d.or 
wna!'i your pOiltion 7" 

AIR HISTORY (Item 25) 

December 31, 1908. A flight of 2 
hours, 20 minutes, 23 seconds was made 
by Wilbur Wright at Le Mans, France. 
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