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EDITORIAL 
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I st Lt. Richard W. Emmert 
SSgt. Sob Reid 

Noted Writer Pays Iribute 
To U.S. Troop~ In Viet Nam 

(EDITOR'S NOTE : Las1t fall, Mr. Frank Coniff 
and the Hearst Task Force visited Viet Nam. On 
that occasion, we chatted at length wjth Coniff 
and: discovered him to be imp'l'essed with the 
'GI in Viet Nam.' Here is his tribute to the 
servicemen sta,tjoned .'here, published Feb. 21.) 

By FRANK CONIFF 

New York /ournal American 
Viet Nam is a complex jaw-breaker· almost impossible 

to understand and positively defiant of explanation when 
one tries to reduce it to terIIlSi comprehensible to the 
avera.ge person. In fact, Viet Nam is about as involved 
as the preceding sentence ... 

Perhaps the commentators too often attempt to de­
lineate the whole compJicated structure of military, po• 
litical, and regional mo,res at one gulp, instead of openly 
acknO'W'ledging their inability to translate such a tangled 
mess into a few hundred words. 

And perhaps we would be better advised to take, out 
separate entities of the swarming whole that a.re sus­
ceptible to ana,lysis. Take, for instance, the 16,000 Ame­
rican officers and men presently stationed in Viet Nam. 
These cannot be understood in terms of World War II 
or even Korea, where we assembled large •fighting for­
ma,ttons. Our men in Viet Nam are specialists and ins-
tructors. i 

T.hey undoubtedly represent the elJite of tb.e American 
Arn~.y. They ha,ve, for the most part, single, separate 
missions with the Viietnamese · troops. There is little 
sense sentiilllentaUzing over them as Am·erican "boys" 
doomed to a foreign war, because most of them are pro­
fessional soldiers by choice. We beUeve a. survey wouil.d 
show must volurnteered for posting to Viet Na:m. As 
dedicated professionals, they soug.ht service on the one 
wheel in town where -act.iio,n could be found. A surprisling 
number fought in Korea, and they want Viet Nam, too, 
on their service record. 

We would guess that from the 16,00-0 men now assigned 
to Viet Nam, cadres could be found for the formation 
of :five to eight World Wa,r II-type diviisions. We met 
at least two high officer:s who in the event of war 
would qualify overnight as acceptible corps comman­
ders... Junior officers ready to take over companies were 
also present in ample quantities. 

Thisi, then, is the quality of the American troops 
currently in action in Viet Nam ... The enlisted men 
are likewise specialists for the most pa.rt and are abso-­
lutely first-clasis soldi.ersi ... You hear no griping in Viet 
Nam. They are "pros," proud of their profession, com­
petent resourceful, a.nd probably the best-trained officer 
corps in the world today. Viet Nam can't be all bad if 
it, has given us this combat reservoir of dedication and 
abi.lity. 
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Gen. 
Red 

Harkins Endorses 
Cross Fund Drive 

For the second time, 
while serving in the Repu­
blic of V:iet Nam, I am 
pleased to endorse and to 
express my appreciation for 
the work of the Ameriican 
Red C:ross. 

As in the American tra­
ditfon, the President of the 
United StatflS hll6 designat­
ed the month of March as 
American Red Cross :month 
for the .annuail membership 
and .fund oampaagn. I en­
courage an act.ive .participa­
tion in this effort. 

During the years 1962 and 
1963 there was1 an un­
precedented build-up. of 
U.S. advisory efforts in Viet, 
Nam. Large numbers of 
American serv1cemen were 
quickly alerted, and sent to 
this area, then, as well as 
now, deemed an a;r.ea. of 
threat to world democracy 
and world peace. The swi:ft­
ness of this buildup ob­
viously created problems 
for the families left at 
home and for the service­
men here. 

It , as very reas&uring 'to 
these families at home that 
they could turn to the Red 
Cross chapters f·oir hel~, 
and it was just as comfort­
,ing to the servicemen in 
Viiet, Nam to knoiw that the 
Red Cross was here to as­
sist hlim. 

We shall continue to rely 
on the Red Cross to make 
its contribution to the wel­
fare a.nd morale of the 

. Armed Forces around the 
world in 1964. 

PAUL D. HARKINS 
General, U.S. Army 
Commander, MACV 
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CHAPLAIN'S COLUMN 

St. 
No 

Patrick -
Irishman! 

By Oha.pUaiin (Maj.) JOHN T. CALTER 
On Tues.day, Mar. 17. in Dublin and in Frankfurt, 

from New York to Sa,n Francisco, all over the world 
wherever there is a touch of Irish (including those that 
are not Irish) everyone will wear a bit of green. 

St. Patrick's Day in honor of the p,a.tron sa,int of Ire­
land, has beoome an international event for the Irish 
and all people that llove the Irish. 

Many wi:ll be displaying the green shamrock which 
resembles the three-leaf clover. St. Patrick used the 
shamrock to iJllustrate a teaching. 

"There is only one plant yet three leaves, separate and 
disrtinct. There is only one God yet three persons, one­
God life, yet three dis,tinct intemgences, capable of three 
thoughts simultaneously: the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit," said St. Patrick. 

.When the Iriish honor St. Patrick, they honor a man 
who was not an Irishman. He may ha,ve been French. 
Ita,\ian, ~an or Spanish. He probably came from a 
coastal town because he was kidnapped and soild into 
slavery and was brought to Ireland on a s1ave ship. 

He was treated like a son by the family which pur­
chased him. The fairs and the field work and the dances 
of the people captived Patrick. He promised himself to 
escape, to a.cquire more schooling and return to teach 
Christianity to the Irish. 

Becoming a, stowaway on a ship, he went back to 
the continent and studied for the priesthood. When he 
returned to Ireland, he was priest - a man of God with 
personality, force and poise. 

The enmity of the Drud!ic pniests and tbeiiT plots 
against him failed and the charm of Patrick won them 
over one by one. And when tht clan chiefs embraced: 
God, their people followed them. The hearts of the Irish 
went out in great love for the new religion .. 

Churches were built throu.ghout the country. In one 
g.eneration the old laws pf revenge and vendetta were 
wiped off the books and laws reflecting Christian con­
cepts became the law of the land. 

And the man responsible for this? Patrick. whose poise 
and courage and forceful personality came from a keen 
feeling of the presence of God. 

"The eyes of. God are upon you. God walks in front 
of you and behind, you. God w;?,tkis by your leO hand 
and your right hand,'" were the constant worlds of Pa-­
tr:i'ck. 

Living in God'sr presence as he walked the roads of 
Ireland gave this man the calm eye and the masterful 
bearing which inspired the Irish to walk the ways of 
Christ. So with parades, with sprigs of green and with 
shamrocks the Irish honor a man who was no Irishman. 

SECOND STAR- Newly promoted Maj. Gen. Milton 
B. Adams, USAF, MACV J-5, receives his second stars 
from Gen. Paul D. Harkins, COMUSMACV, and from 
Mrs. Adams. General Adams has. been MACV /-5 since 
Dec. 1962. 



Mai. 14, 1964 THE OBSERVER 

\ HONOR ROLLf 

BRONZE STlll 
MEDAL 

Lt. Col. Chards G. Noice, Jr. 
Lt. Col. Robert G. Wilke 
MaJ. Frank W, Bucholz 
MaJ, William A. Greynolds 
Maj. Roy M. Jones 
MaJ. Selby F, Little, Jr. 
Maj. Roger P. McBride 
Maj, Karol P. Mijal, Jr. 
Ma~. George B. Price 
Ma~. Al Tanno 
MaJ. Jay C. Webb 
Capt. Eric M. Christensen 
Capt. Robert H. Clough 
Capt. Hugh R. Fain 
Capt. Ger Id G. Chikal!a 
Capt. David L. Dilorenzo 
Capt. Andrew P. Glovas 
Capt. Robert W. Harris 
fa ,t. Howard C. Hartsfield 
Capt. Peter G. Jones 
Capt. Charles F. Mabelitini 
Capt. IJillard E. Medford 
Capt. Charles E. Price 
Capt. Robert R. Rafferty 
Capt. George F. Ridpath 
1st Lt. David N. Bockoven 

· 1st I .t. Douglas E. Emery 
1st Lt. James H. Fox 

AW ARDS CEREMONY- Brig. Gen. Joseph W. 
Stilwell, CG, USASCV, congratulates Lt. Col. William 
C. Sibert. CO, 52nd Aon. Bn., afte~ presenting him the 
first and second oak. leaf cluster to his Air Medal. General 
Stilwell presented the Air Medal and oak. leaf clusters to 
27 members of the unit during the ceremony. 

P osihumous Promotion, 
JJ"""'or Marine Kinh-Do 1-Iero 

Maj. (posthumously promot.ed, Donald E. Koelper, 
USMO, has been recommended for an appropr:ate award 
for heroism shown i!Il the Viet Cong terrorist bombing of 
the Oapitol Kinh,-Do Theater on February 16. He was 
recommended for the award by Capt. W.H. Hardcastle, 
Jr., USN, Chief, Navy Section. MAAG. 
Major Koelper was posc-
thumousl.y promoted and 

awarded the Purple Heart, 
the da.y of his funeral, Fe­
bruary 26, by the Com­
mandant of the Marine 
Corps,, Gen. Wallace M. 
Greene. The ceremonies 
were attended by the pa­
rents of both Major and 
Mrs. Koelper as well as 
other close relatives of both 

· families. 

From Aug. 13, 1963 until 
his death, Koelper served 
with the Marine Advisory 
D1v.m'.ou of the Navy Sec­
tion, MAAG. He was the 
sect1,,un's first fata.&ity. 

On the night of February_ 
16, Major Koe:per and Lt. 
William J. Greeves, USN, 
had just purchased tickets 
and entered the Capitol 
Kinh-Do when they heard 
a shot fired outside. A Viet­
namese civilian carrying a 
package wrapped in white 
cloth approached, stepped 
iinside the lobby, placed the 
package down and hurriedly 
left. 

With-out regard for their 
own safety, Major K.uelper 
and Li.eutenant. Greeves im­
mediately ran into the thea­
ter and warned the audien­
ce of the !impending explo­
sion. 

An Army lieutenant, who 

was m the audience of ap­
proximately 500i servicemen 
and dependent women and 
children at the time of the 
explosion, said without the 
warning, the debris falling 
from the ceiling would pro­
bably hrwe caused many 
more injuries. 

An J.:my major, also in 
the audience at the time of 
the disaster, said that he 
thinks he saw one of the 
doors, blown off its hinges 
by the force of the explo­
sion, strike Major Koelper 
as he stood in the aisle 
warning others to get down. 

The office.r said, "I. con­
sider Capta.in Koolper's ac­
tion to have been the most 
unselfish I have ever wit­
nessed.'' 

Captain Hardcastle con­
cluded his letter to the Se­
cretaxy of the Navy by 
saying : "Captain Koelper 
knowingly, selflessly, and 
without hesitation, exposed 
h'mself to extreme danger 
and in so do; ng sacrificed 
his life to give warning and 
thus give others a better 
ohance of surviV'ial. This 
act was, indeed, one of 
conspicious gallantry above 
and beyond the duty of any 
individu il." 

1si Lt. William M. Hagan 
1st Lt. Robert \V. Mc"lahon 
SFC Jae ie L Blanton 
SFC John J. Godzinski 
SFC Kenji Ito 
SFC Robert G. Laughead, Jr. 
SFC Donald D. Wallace 
Capt. Jack E. Adams 
Capt. Edward J. Junier 
Capt. Byron D. Nichols 
Capt. Colin L. Powell 
Capt. Don A. Schwab 
capt. Donald B. Whitmarsh 
Capt, Donald A. Wisdom 
Capt. Donald. W. Woodruff 
Capt. Roger B. Woods 
1st Lt. Robett W. Becker 
1st Lt Dean H. Darling 
1st Lt. Ira Dorsey 
Capt. Frank T. Rivera 
Capt. Derrell J. Savage 
Capt. Robert C. Trippel 

COMBAT INFANTRYMAN 
BADGE 

SecOl.lld Award 
Capt. Robert H. Anspaugh 
MSgt. Roger D. Anderson 
M<;gt. Theodulpho Arhiol 
MSgt. Fosler C. Berry 
C:apt. Milton B. Snow 
Capt. Donald L. Hill 

First Award 
Capt. Charles W. Crawford III 
Capt •. Neil H. Kempf 
Capt. Donald J. Zurbriggen 
M~gt. James E. l ole 
M!>11t, Wilham E. Wallace 
P"C Richard J. Mmuiear 
Maj. Donald B. George 
MaJ, Robert H. Kleinfelder 
Capt. John V. Barner 
Capt, Richard W. Brown 
Capt. John F. Collier 
Capt. J mes A. Conley 
Capt. Gilbert N. llorland 
Capt. RAynor L. Morrison 
Capt .. John \V. Moser 
c;,.pt. Leslie R. Nakamura 
Capt. Donald E. Reid 
Ca, t. Richard T. Rushton 
C:apt. Buck L. Russell 
Capt. Edword M. Scolt 
Capt. l<alph C. Thomas 
tst Lt. Onentin M. Garcia 
ht Lt. Kenneth J. Haveman 
1st Lt. ,John L. Hilti, Jr. 
1st Lt .. lames L. Paap 
isl Lt, Larry E. ,Joyce 
1st Lt. Hobert \V. O'Keefe 
1st Lt. Robert L. Phillips 
1st Lt. Kober! C. Saunders, Jr. 
M<lgt. Robert. A. Anderson 
'-FC B11ck Jones 
!WC John A. McCutchen 
PFC P. ul K. StPvens 
Capt. Irving A Be•uchamp 
Capt. Thomas J. Beri;in 
Capt. Maury S. Cra!Je. Jr. 
Cant, ~ orman C. Floyd. Sr. 
Capl, .lames F. Henrionnet 
C»pt. Charles R. Jo~nson 
Capt. Plii',p .I. S•e••ens 
Capt .. John W. \Vatkins 
~p4 Romaldo Camacho · 
1st Lt. Edward L ~cl,midt 
Capt. Thomas W. Marshall III 
Capt. O,,her .J Gill, Jr. 
'- FC F euben Brinley 
SSgt. ,lnhr>nte L. B aver. 
Maj. Thomas E Nesbitt 
(..,'lpl. Napoleon Booker 
Capt. Elton E. Buchanan 
Capt. Robert H. l lark 
Capt . .Tames Devage . 
capt. Santiago A. Garcia 
Capt. Ri<'h •rel .T !{attar 
Capt. Rodney F. McConkey 
Capi. .John 1:· Reineck, Jr. 
r.apt. Rlaine A Revis 
Capt. Goebel R. Thacker 
Capt. Doward E. \Yrbster, Jr. 
1st Lt. William F. r cigar 
1st Lt. Theodore G. Rershaw, .Jr. 
MSgt. Robert L. Fate 
MSgt. Arthur N. Iyomasa 
SFC .fomcs R. Lokey 
'1Sgt Herbert Pennington 
SFC Cleveland E. Stokes 
P'-'gt. William C. Thornton 
SFC .. Timmie F. Gennero 
Sp4 Barry A, Davis 

PaCKP 
By SSgt. Bob Reid 
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KEEPING UP WITH THINGS - Slogans, appropria~ 
tely lettered on blazing banners are all the rage now. 
No self respecting developing country or emerging nation 
would be caught dead without a whole basketful of pithy 

. (there's that word again) mottoes. 
Every group, from the Society Against Indecency to 

S.aked Animals (whatever happened to them?) to the 
Antd Diget Dialing League, has a, nice batch of s!Jo,gans. 

Now ... how about us? Let's get organized, here, fellas. 
We really are undergoing a drought of slogans. With 
just a little thought and limited imagination, the troops 
in Viet Nam could dream up aJl kinds of good, snappy 
aphroisms. 

Ho about "Mosquitoes Beware! You Are Playing A 
Dangerous Game" for a starter. This could immediately 
be followed with, "We Endorse Bigger Malaria Pms." 

Warming up to the bruriness, we could create such 
masterpieces as "Let's Put Hubcaps On Jeeps." Or, 
maybe, Wilth a humanitarian eye, we could coin "Better 
Uniform_s For Garbage Collectors." That's a very impor­
tant one, there. Yes sir. 

Reeling with success, we could branch out with such 
pmfound and moving proverbs as : "Suggest ! It Creates 
Employment For Suggesti-nn Readers." Or, becoming a 
little more militant we cou d easil "Dema-nd To Know 
Where Elephants Go To Di@." 

The troops in the field ought to be able to produce 
some dillies. "Homemade Ye.s, Thompson, No!" might 

\ 

be_ a snapp'~ o~ener. Perhal}S' "Right Sp'ke Traps With 
Spike Traps, m,.ght catch on. A sure winner would be 
"No Rice, No 'C' Ratfons." And how could you lose 
with "33 Yes, Hepatiitis, No!' 

Even conventiona.l banners flying over outposts would 
be nice. Like, "VC Go, Home," or, "Viet Cong, Not For 
Long." An inspiring one would be "A VC A Day To Earn 
Our Pay." 

If our slogans caught one, we could go to inventing 
weeks, and days for special events. "Let's All Ride Cyclos 
Week" would be a boom to that transportation industry. 

The dista.ff side would be overwhelmed by an "All_ Buy 
A Bar Girl A Drlnk Week." 

We might try a "Don't Boil Your Water And Take A 
Chance Day." How about this one? "Down W.ith Rainy 
Season. Week." That one ought to get some fast action 
from lligher up. 

A National "Ride A Taxi Without The Meter Running 
Week" could make overmght miUionaires of the thou­
sands of blue and white taxi drivers. {The taxis are blue 
and white, not the drivers, we mean.) · 

Anyway, you can all see how a thing like this could 
snowball. Alright, everybody, out with the poster paint 
and on with the old thinking caps. Remember : "A 
Thought A Day Keeps The Headshrinker Away." 

NOTES IN OUR POCiiETS - We were idly going 
through a first aid kit of the type they issue here in 
Viet Nam ... sort of a S1Urvival kit thing. We came across 
a batch of pil2s, wh~ch claimed to be "keep awake" pills. 
Written on the instructions was the stern warning that 
the pills could not be taken without the expressed per­
mission of an officer ... 

Now here's this guy see, who's been shot down, and 
he's all alone out in the jungles, a:nd he's been chased 
around for two days and nights by the VC, and he wants 
to sta.y awake, but he can't find an officer to give him 
permission to take a bennie wh1ch he ha.8 in his /{it, 
and he getting desperate, and ... oh, okay, we'll quit. 

* * * 
The Observer welcomes a new photog this week, SP5 

Ray Jewett of Carlisle, Pa., freshly ·arrived from the U.S. 
Army War College. We qu~ckly put him to work, as at­
tested by his Secretary McNamara picture spread on 
page one, and other photos scattered throughout this 
edition. 
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Liaison Mission Proves 

LOCALLY MANUFACTURED- Some war equipment is smuggled into South Viet Nam through the Ho Chi Minh 
trail and the adjoining borders by the Viel Cong while other "local" w~aoom such a, the "Claymore" mine, (top) a 
silent sling rifle capable of firing poisoned arrows and improoised missiles, ( middfo) and a "Sb Horse '' 40mm mJrlar, 
(bottom), are made here in the south. 

-

VC WEAPONS EXHIBIT- Evidence of Communist 
support gathered for display at the ARVN Joint General 
Staff headquarters, Camp Tran Hung Dao, shows all 
types of Wea.cons, ammu~itions, propaganda documents, and 
war equipment captured by the Vietnamese forces from the 
Viet Cong guerrillas. 

ASSORTED WEA­
PONS AND EQUIP­
MENT - Displayed 
captured Viet Cong Wea· 
pons include mortars, 
carbines, locally manu· 
factured grenades, medi­
cine and medical equip· 
ment, uniforms and 
machete. 

HAND GUNS- Captured 9mm VC made Lugers and 
submachine gun are impressioe copies of similar hand guns 
manufactured in Czechoslooak,ia and Italy. 

Mar. 14, 

Viet Co 
STORY 

SFC 
AND PHOTOS 

TONY BERMUDEZ l ·--------------------l 
In a strongly-worded pro- that the capt 

test to the International and equipmen 
Cummi:ssion last exhibited to th 

IDf)nth, the Vietnamese hers at the J 
Liaison Mission presented a Staff headqu 
list of Communist weapons Viet Cong hav 
and equipment captured modern weapo 
from Viet Cong insurgents ~d not have 
in past engagements against of the cease-fir 
government forces. some of the 

According to a Viet Nam supplied weapo 
Press announcement, the the Mission inc 
weapons used by the Viet lowing : 
Gong guerrillas have in­
creased since the pubJ.ri.ca­
tion of the ICC's special 
reporti last June 2, 1963. 
The mission's report said 
that the war equipment 
being supplied from Hanoi 
was coming from Russia, 
Czecholovak;a and Red 

• Russian -m 
Nagant car 
bayonet. 

• 75mm reco 
made in Re 

• 90 mm anti .. ta 
rifles made i 

• 7.92mm 

The Mission announced and 

VC WEAPONS BRIEFING- Maj. Gen. } 
the 2nd Air Div. briefs Visiting Air Commodore 
the Royal Air Force. 
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g WeapOns Supplied By Reds 
weapons 

.ent wo,uld be 
the ICC mem­
Joint General 
uarters. The 
.ve been using 
1ons that they 

e at the time 
.fire in 1954. 

he Communist 
,pons listed by 
nclude the fol-

made Mossin 
carbines with 

r ooilless rifles 
l~ed China. 
i--tank recoilless 
I 

e in Red China. 

cal. machine 
e in Red China 
ed. from the 

VC COLLEC­
TION - (Top 
to Bottom)J)is­
played are a 
20mm rifle, a 
"Sky Horse" 
rifle, copy of 
a U.S. 45 cal. 
submachine 
gun and 9mm 
s uh machine 
gun of French 
manufacture. 

German 1908 machine 
gun model. 

• 7.62mm cal. submachine 
gun {K.50) manufactured 
in Ozecholovakia. The 
K. 50 fires 7GO to 750 
rounds per minute. 

Weapons and equipment 
made in North Viet Nam 
and used by the,ir regula.r 
tl'oops include the modified 
Mas-49 submachine gun 
and the 12. 7 Dl!m cal. ma­
chine gun ; helmets, u_ni­
:(orms, flags, currency, be.Its, 
sweaters and mess gear. 

Weapons captured by the 
ARVN troops in the field 
include hand guns, rifles, 
mortars, recoilless rifles, 
machine guns, and subma­
chine guns manufactured 
in France, Japan, Denmark, 
Germany, Italy and En­
gland. All these assorted 
tY,Pes of weapons have 
found their way into the 
hands of the Viet Cong. 

Most of the weapons and 
equipment used by North 
Viet Nam regular troops 
have been manufactured in 
Hanoi, Ha.i Phung and Ha 
Dong. Qther VC made wea,.. 
pons and ammunition have 
been produced in the Me­
kong Delta area. 

Support from North Viet 
Nam has increased during 
the pa;st six months and 
weapons with larger bore 
have been captured in ad­
dition to a variety of sophis­
ticated mines and sabotage 
devices. 

n. Joseph A. Moore, (right) Commander of 
dare F.O.S. Dobell, Intelligence Director of 

(Znd Air Div Phota.) 

VC MORTARS- A typical 60mm shell and launcher, (left) and 60.2mm mortar captured at Kien Tuong province. 
Mortars of Red Chinese manufacture haoe been copied from U.S. models while others are of Russian, Czech, and French 
origin. In addition lo locallg manufactured weapons, the Viet Cong haoe been using all types of equipment in their operation~ 

DANISH-MADE- An 8mm light machine gun of the 
Masden type, 

JAPANESE-MADE- A 7.72 Hotch~iss heaog machi­
ne gun captured in VC cache. 

BLOODY VC FLAG- Author points out bloody spots 

on a captured Viel Cong flag. Items such as flags, hel­

mets, uniforms, currencies and individual mess gear are 

produced in North Viet Nam. Viet Cong guerrillas have also 

built "mobile" manufacturing centers in the Mekong Delta. 
(MAAG Photo by SFC Harry Moruan) 

\ 
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AN HO/ FIRE- Bordering the Mekong River in Can 
Tho, headquarters of the ARVN JV Corps, the three­
hour fire claimed the lives of fioe persons and causetf) an 
estimated damage of$ VN 5 million. Photo shows gNl!(d 
hlock,-wide area. (IV Corps JO Photo). 

U.S. Firefighters, 
Aids Can Tho Fire 

Relief 
Victims 

Four persons were k'Iled and several injured Mar. 5, 
when a three-hour fire razed squatters' huts in the An 
Hoi hamlet in Can Tho leaving nearly 500 families home­
less. Damages were estimated by the Viet Nam Press at 
around VN$5 million. 

Vietnamese and U.S. mi- .1 

litary personnel joined Can 
Tho's civilian fire fighters 
in controlling the fire wh:ch 
gutted a square block be­
fore the fire was brought 
under control. 

Maj. James L. Patterson 
of the Can Tho Au- Base 
dllspa.tched an AF fi're truck 
to the fire tu, assdst the local 
lfire department truck. Rev. 
Harold Collins, serving as 
interpreter, assi1sted Major 
Patterson in coordinating 
the joint fire-fighting group. 

Although the exact cause 
of the fire has not been de­
termined, preliminary in­
vestigation indicates it 
could have been caused by 
an exploding gasoline lamp. 

Arriving at 91:45 p.m., the 
AF fire truck went into ac­
tion with AF SS.gt. Charles · 
R. Caithame manueveri:ng 
the vehicle through throngs 
of refugees and piled up 
personal belongings. 

Directing the cab~mount­
ed nozzle and high pressure 
water•· on the spreading 
blaze, the milita.ry firefight­
ers stopped the fire on one 
side. 

Finishing up on one side, 
the AF fire truck manuev­
ered to the ort.her side of the 
block edg,ing through nar­
rrnw aU.eys with barely en­
·11>ugh room on each side. 

A breeze blow:.ng from 
the southwest to the north­
east forced the flames away 
from the main thoroughfare 
and other res'.dential areas 
o:: the city restricting the I 
movement of the fire. By 
11 p.m. the fire wak com- , 

pletely under control and 
in the smoldering stage. 

U.S. firefighters included 
AF SSgts. Ronald T. Snell 
and Henry ).\1. Turk, AlCs 
John W. Patterson, Ray­
mond B. Paragin, Lee M. 
Whtttenburg, and Donald 
E. Yeager, A2C Jerome 0. 
Loomis, Airmen Charles W. 
Ables and Army SFO Wil­
liam Robi~son and Sgt. Pa­
trick M. Cblgan. 

Local government and 
military offi.cials, with the 
assistance of U.S. person­
nel quickly organized a com­
mittee to assist the fire vie• 
tuns. The homeless were fed 
and housed in mi~1tary bar­
racks and school buildings. 

Relief supplies were sup­
plied by military personnel 
and the province chief. Aid 
stations were set up by the 
IV Corps, USOM, U.S. per­
sonnel and the province 
chief. Aid stations were set 
up by the IV Oorps' chief 
surgeon with Buddh'.st, Boy 
Scouts assisting the fire 
vict'.ms. 

In Saigon, the U.S. For­
ces American Chapel donat­
ed $VN20i,O'OO to the Men­
nonite Committee for dis­
tribution to the homeless. 
USOM also donated rel'ef 
suppli.es immediately after 
the fire. 

Defense Secretary Robert 
E1. McNamara and Prime 
M'inister Maj. Gen. Nguyen 
Khanh visited the v· ctims 
of the Can Tho fire Mon­
day and each donated 
$VN5()1:Jl,OOO for relief assis~ 
tance. 
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Old Grads' Fete 
At Founder's Day 
Dinner Tonight 

U.S. Ambassador Henry 
Cabot Lodge will deliver the 
main address tonight at the 
annual United States Mili­
tary Academy Founder's 
Day dinner at the Rex BOQ 
roof-garden. 

Gen. Paul D. Harkins, 
MAOV Commander, (Class 
'29) will host the affair. 
Maj. Gen. Richard G. 
Sthlwell, J-3, MACV {Class 
'38) will serve as Master 
of Ceremonies. 

Lt. Gen. William C. West­
moreland, MACV Deputy 
Commander, (Class '36) and 
the 45th Superintendent of 
the U.S. Military Academy, 
wm deliver the traditdonal 
toast to the Cadet Corps. 

General Stilwell, former 
USMA Commandant of Ca­
dets, will deliver the toast 
honoring the Commander­
in-Chief President Lyndon 
B. Johnson. 

Special recognition ho­
nors will be presented to 
General Harkins as the old­
est USMA graduate and 1st 
Lt. Robert M. Tarbert Jr. 
(Class '62) as the youngest 
alumnus. 

In addition to graduates 
of the U.S. Na.val Academy, 
U.S. Air Force Academy, 
representatives of the Phi­
lippine Mi:itary Academy, 
F1nnish Military Academy, 
Australian Military College, 
Royal Military Academy at 
Sandhurst, will attend the 
affaur. 

General chairman for the 
1964 Founder's Day affair 
is Col. H. Lane, (Olass '40) 
and committee chairman 
are Maj. Howard Parks, 
(Olass '50), Reception and 
Finance; Ma,j. Marshall D. 
Talbott (Class '_50), Program 
and Enterta.inement ; Maj. 
Walter F. Ulmer Jr. (Olass 
'50), Decoration and Menu: 
and Capt. Henry W. Meetze 
(Class '55), Invitations and 
Publicity. 

Gen. Stilwell To Speak 
AtDSAMeetingMar.27 

Brig. Gen. Joseph W. 
Stilwell, CG, USASCV, wm 
be the guest speaker at the 
Defense Supply Association 
dinner-meeting to be he:d 
Mar. 27, at the Rex BOQ 
roof garden. 

A social hour, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m., will precede 
the dinner. Reservations 
should be made by calling 
60184. 

r. 
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'HUEY' UNLOADS MORE WRECKAGE ONTO LST 
From Ca Mau, 12 Jio,ads'· of salva,ge. 

Army, ~avy Team-Up 
To Salvage Planes 

Tan Son Nhut (IO) - Two U.S. Army helicopters and 
a U.S. Navy LST teamed together recently to prevent loss 
of life, ti:me and money in an unusual aircraft,. recovery 

operaUon in the Mekong Delta region of Viet Nam. 

To avoid flying 12 loads 
of damaged aircraft from C. Clayton. 
ca Mau to Vung Tau- lB0 The entire operation cost 
miles over VO guerrilla,...in- $19,500 and r equired 22 fly-

ing hours for the two heli-­f ested swamps and groves 
copters. Had the LST- not - the Army's 611th Trans-

portation Co. employed a 
CH-37 \Mojave and a UH­

lB Iroquoiis helicopter ·to 
sling-load the salvage to an 
LST anchored three miles 
off Viet Nam's west, coast, 
in the Gulf of Thailand. 
The Navy landing ship then 
carried the load around the 
peninsula to Vung Tau. 

Ranging from 1,500 to 
6,000 pounds, each /1.,u,ad 
presented aerodynamjc pro­
blems, causing heavy drag 
on the two transporting he­
licopters. Overcoming these 
difficulties,, the bulkiest and 

hea.vdest load - a YNAF 
1 

AlH airplane - was ma-
neuvered onto the deck of 

· the ship by the gtlant CH-37 
piiloted by Capt. Larry L. 
iFoore and. CWO Raym,n,nd 

been used, the same opera­
tion would have required 
55 hours for the CH-37 
alone. Since the Army ap­
proximates a value of $500 
per flying hour for the Mo­
jave, a savings of $8,500 
was reaH!zed. More im~or­
tantly, the helicopters- sav­
ed more than 40 hours ex-
posure over terrain in 
which the Viet Cong ope­
rate heavily. 

When the LST anchored 
off the tip of Vung Tau 
two days later, the two he­
licopters reversed the pro­
cess and off-loaded the car­
go, delivering it to the Vung· 
Tau airfield, the home of 
the 611th maintenance men. 

Two armed UH-lBS from. 
the 114th Avn. Co. provid­
ed escort for the mis1sion. 

SCHEDULE 
Date of 

Departure/Return 

**16-21 Mar 
*20-25 Mar 

**22-27 Mar 
*24-29 Mar 

**28 Mar-2 Apr 
*30 Mar-4 Apr 

18.23 Mar 
26-31 Mar 

Passenger 
Check-in TSN 

TO HONG KONG 
0800-0830 
0800 0830 
0800.0830 
0800 0830 
0800-0830 
0800.0830 

TO BANGKOK 

0500-0530 
0500-0530 

TO BAGUIO (CLARK) 

Spaces 
Available 

36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 

36 
36 

2 7 Mar-2 Apr I 0500-05 30 I 36 
• Pnssenger stop at Da Nang. Reporting time Da Nang personnel : ll30 fotr 

t230 departure. , 
• , Passenger stop at Nhn Trang. Reporting time Nha,. Trang personnel 1030 fop 

1130 departure. 



Mar. 14, 1964 

Roving Photographer 

Reader's Skeptical Of Fact 
Saint Patrick Was Not Irish 

It came as a great shock to The Observer staff to learn, 
after editing the Chaplain's Column on page two this 
week that St. Patrick, whose day falls next Tuesday, was 
not really Irish. · 

Realizing thi:s fact would 
come as a great shock to 
our readers, our roving 
photographer went out and 
felt the pulS'e of the man 
on the street to get his 
reaction to this awesome 
news, with the question : 

Elsewhere in this week's 
paper is an article proving 
that the Iris.h patron saint, 
St. Patrick, was not really 
an Irishman. What's your 
reactdcn to this shocking 
news? 

DRAEGER BELL 

Sip5 Raymond R. Drae­
ger, Officers Records Olerk, 
Personnel Div., MAAG, "Ma­
i,ion, \Wsc. : "I believ.e he 
was Irish. Proving he wasn't 
is of no consequence to 
me.'' 

Capt. JOQI H. Bell, Dis­
tnict Advisor, Bien Duong 
province, Richmond, Va:: 
"Saint Paddy has been the 
number one frish inspira­

. tion for years. Although I 
myself am not Irish, I 
know that no facts could 
convince me that Saint Pat 
was anything but.·• 

SCHURMAN JOSEPH'N 

YN3 Jack E. Schurman, 
TDY mailroom, Navy Sec­
tfon, MAAG, Hawarden, 
Ioiwa : "I think it'll come 
as a great shock to the man 
who pa,ints the green stripe 
down 5th Ave. in New York 
each March 17." 

TSgt. Robert L. J.o,seph­
'Son, Executive Office, 
MAAG, Oshkosh, Wisc.: 
"It'll be a terrible trauma­
tic experience for the Notre 
Dame football team, and 
further, Irish whiskey will 
,never taste the same again." 

WALDIE THOMPSON 

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Tho­
mas J. Wa,ld/ie,. MAAG, New 
York City. "Saint Patrick 
wasn't Irr'" 1? He was pro­
bably Scotch. But the 
·French, the Italians, and 
the English claim him too. 
Just goes to show you what 
a great man he was. Every­
body wants him." 

Maj. Edimund R. Thomp­
son, O&T Div., MAAG, 
Springfield, Mo. : "This 
statement is obviously VO 
propaganda.'' 

Ben Martin 'Re-Ups' 
As Falcon Grid Coach 

Air Force Academy, Cob. 
(AFNS) - Air Force Acade­
my football coach Ben Mar­
tin has signed a new three­
year contract covering the 
1964-65-66 seasons. His old 
contract had one season re­
maini:ng. 

Martin, the dean of Ser­
vice academy football coa­
ches, came to the Academy 
in the spring of 1958 and 
won national acclaim by 
piloting I the '58 Falcons 
through an undefeated sea­
son a.1ld an ultimate berth 
in the 1959 Cotton Bowl. In 
his six years here, the ca­
dets ha,ve posted a 33-36-3 
record. 

Last fall tihe Falcons re­
owded a 7-3 mark but were 
shut out in the Gator Bowl 
liy North Carolina. 

Martin's signing was the 
last in a series of contract 
negotiations which bega:.1 
in January. Assistant coa­
ches Charlie Rash, Homer 
Smith and Joe Moss have 
all penned their signatures 
to 1964 agreements. 

Jim Bowman, the last re­
maining member of Mar­
tin's odgjnal staff of 1958, 
wm assume duties of frosh 
footba.11 coach. He has serv­
ed as chief scout and junior 
varsity coach the past six 
seasons~ 

Taking over the junior 
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MCINTYRE AND FRIENDS WITH JEEP 
Top speed 15 ~ph, and an $800 offer. 

Saigon Sea bee Builds Cutest Jeep; 
Half Pint Size, And _BabyBlue, Yeti 

It's baby blue and the cutest. darned thing you ever did see.'" ·• · 
· It's a miniature jeep that really runs, built from personal plans in his spare time 

by a Sa,igon-based Seabee, CMl Robert C. McIntyre of the motor pool garage. 
McIntyre, of De Witt, 

Mich., actually has had the 
idea mulling arouad in his 
head for ten years - when 
he drew the pllans - but 
just recentlry completed his 
midget jeep with the help 
of three V.ietnamese c.raft­
smen. 

The work was all done at 
night and on weekends 
with materials purchased 
by McIntyre. The jeep is 
exact one-half scale of the 
real McCoy, is, powered - by 
an Italian motor bike en-' 
gine, and boasts a two­
speed transmission and 
clutch, brakes, and every 
minute detail of a starnfard 
jeep. 

The seats, chrome, and 
top ,were contracted, the 
hubcaps are by Merce.des­
Benz, and all the rest was 
hand-fashioned by three 

varsity from Bowman will 
be Capt. Bernie Raetz. He 
has been head football . and 
ba,sketball mentor at the · 
Academy prep school for 
the past two seasons. 

Lt. Col. Felix (Doc) Blan­
chard rounds out the chan­
ges by moving from the 
frosh c,o,acbiing post up to 
an administrative position 
in the athletic director's of­
fice. 

All staff changes are slat­
ed to take place early this 
month. 

A V:llE'~AMESE TICKET? 
It's all in fun. 

Vietnamese motor pool em­
ployees who worked on thei.r 
own tim,e for minimum 
wages : body man Mai Van 
P.han, machinist Le Nhut 
N.iem, and pa.inter Le Tan 
Si. 

Come To The 

USO 
(119 Nguyen . Hue, Saigon) 

"Your Home Away 
From Home" 

For 

FUN & FACILITIES 

The baby jeep has a top 
speed of 15 miles an hour, 
and carries one gallon of 
gasoli:ne. McIntyre actually 
built the vetiicle as a pre­
sent for his six-year old 
son, Todd, and intends to 
take the jeep back with 
him to the states when 
he returns in August. 
" But there's enough seats 
for the other two kids, too," 
he notes, "Susie, 2, and 
Robbie, 1." 

Although he has only $125 
and 350 man-hours invested 
in the cutest jeep in the 
world, Mclnt,yre- ha,s al­
ready been offered as much 
as $800 for it. 

But it ain't for sa1e, he 
says. 

PROMOTIONS 
·Sergeant Major 

l\1~gt. Jedekiah Cassell 
M<:gt. Frank L. McBee 
MSgt, Carl W. McDaniel 
M'>gt. Ray J. Terrill 

,Master Sergeant (ES) 
MSgt. Arnold J. Crell 
MSgt. William A. Hancock 
M<.gt. Vernon H. King 
SFC Joseph H. Kuntz, Jr. 
MSgt. James D. Martin 
M · gt. Ray L. Martin 
M<:gt. Arthur F. Montgomery 
MSgt . Michael J. Muscara 
MSgt. H erbert Pennington 

Sergeant First Class (E7) 
sFC Russell T. Allen 
sFC Hershel Anderson 
ssgt. Billy D. George 
SFC Wilham \¥. Gober 
SFC George T . Hoff 
SFC Stephen M. Hudacik 
SFC Louis J. Koehaniec 
sFC John L. Saylor 
sp6 Henry _H. \Valker 
ssgt, Marvrn G. Yoder 
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FIRST DONATION - Gen. Paul D. Harkins, com­
mander, MACV, k_ick_ed off the annual Red Cross Fund 
Drive in Viel Nam this week_ by making the iniUal donation 
to Maj. Gen. Richard C. Weede, MAC0-- Chief of 
Staff and general chairman for the drive. , 

(MACV-JO Photo by SFC Jimmie L. Adams.) 

Red Cross Fund Drive 
Kicks Off In Viet Nam 

The American Red Gross fund drive for 1964 kicked 
off yesterday and will run through 
to ARO Field Director W.W. BruGe. 

Apr. 6, according 

Maj. Gen. R.G. Weede, 
USMC, Ohf.el' of Staff, 
MACV, has been reappoint­
ed as general chairman for 
the fund drive campaign in 
Viet Nam. 

This year's slogan is "Al­
:ways there... wdth Your 
Help." 

Serving as project officers 
and command chairmen are 
Ma,j, Roy L. Anderson, 
jMACV; l.Jt. Ool. Raymond 
A. Knox, MAAG; Maj. T. 
Faj_r, USASC!V; Ma,j. Alvin 
c. Sherrm, Jr., 2nd Air 
Div. ; Chaplain (lJCdr.) 
Harry R. Miller, HSiA!=> and 
Capt. R.D. Walters1, CTE, 
USMO. 

Serv,ing as an emergency 
communications link bet­
ween Viet Nam based mili­
tary personnel and their fa­
mildes, the ARC last year 
bandied nearly 7,500 indi­
vidual cases and provided 
over $75,000 for financial 
assistance. 

Contributions may be 
made iln U.S. dollars, per­
sonal checks (made out to 
the American Red Cross) or 
piasters. Last year the com­
mand contributed 116 % of 
their goal with 86 % par­
ticipation throughout the 
command. 

' Protestant Men 
Elect New Slate 

Officers of the American 
Chapel chapter of the Pro­
testant Men of the Chapel 
were installed Mar. 1 at the 
USIS auditorium. 

The foUowing officers 
will serve for a six-month 
term : Col. E_arl E. Ander­
son, president ; SSgt. R.E. 
Ladner, 1st vice-president; 
Lt. Col. Raymond A. Knox, 
2nd vice-president, Sgt. S.L. 
Ferguson, secretary- treasu­
rer. 
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MACV Officer Wins 
Literary Award 
Maj. Walter F. Ulmer, 

Jr., Operations Staff · Offi­
cer, OUrrent Operations 
Branch, MACV J-3, was 
named as one of the first 
two winners of the Milita­
ry Review for his article 
entitled "Diluted Profes­
sionalism" which appeared 
in the December 1963 issue. 

In his article, .Major Ul­
mer argued that to assure 
professionalism the Army 
must adopt onntrolled spe­
cialization I.or its officers. 

Under the new aware, 
program, outstanding arti­
cles, without lim1t as to 
number, wm be recognized 
as Military Review Award 
articles. All authors of ar­
ticles published originally 
in the Review are eligible 
to receive the award. 

Nine AF Officers 
To Get Gold Leaves 

Nine captains assigned to 
the 315th Troop Carrier 
Group (Assault) in Viet 
Nam have been selected for 
promotion to major accord­
ing to a release recently 
made b'y the office of Brig. 
Gen. Richard H. Ellis, com­
mander of the 315th Air 
Div. (Combat Cargo) at Ta­
chikawa AB, Japan. 

The promotions become 
effective after July 1, dur­
ing the first three months 
of. FY 1965. 

Selected for promotion to 
major are Oapta.ins Frank­
lyn r.M. Hasty, Harold K. 
Hoskins, William H. Lewis, 
George F. McCarthy, Fred 
L. Owens Jr., William I. 
RandaU Jr., Robert E. 
Simon, Myron L. Tong 
Grover Townsend Jr. 

General Harkins appealed 
to all milita,ry personnel in 
Viet Nam to S1Upport the 
1964 campaign to the ma­
ximum extent for the Ame­
rican Red Cross depends 
enti.'I'ely on the contribu­
tions of the individual Ame­
rican. 

MEDAL FOR LIFESAVER - Maj. Donald M. 
Reese ( Left), receives the first oak_ leaf cluster to his Army 
Corr:mendation medal from Col. Edward D. Mohlere, 
Chief, Log. Div., USASEC, MAAG, Feb. 28. Major 
Reese was cited for heroism in saving the life of MSgt. 
Joseph Villegas, who was drowning at Back Beach, Vung 
Tau, Sept. JO, /963. 
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Army Plans Evaluation In 
Secondary, Additional MOS' s 

Enlisted Army personnel will be evaluated and tested 
in primary and se.condary military occupational special­
ties effective May 1, 1964 according to an announcement 
released by Department of the Army. 

Maj. H.F. Goldberg, Asst. for all enlisted personnel in 
AG, Pers. Br., MAAG, re- grade E-3 and above except 
ported that enlisted per- candidates for Officer Can­
sonnel in grade E-3 and diate School and warrant 
above, assigned in Viet 
Nam, will be evaluated and 
tested upon their return to 
CONUS. All testing for e.n­
\isted personnel assigned in 
Viet Nam has been suspend­
ed. 

Under the revised enlist­
ed evaluation system, per­
sonnel 1wiH first be tested 
in their primary and se­
condary .MOS and t.he fol­
lowiing ye/&J.u sted in their 
pr,imary and additional 
MOS. 

The expanded evaluation 
will: provide flexibility in 
future assignments and 
maximum utilization of 
skills and training acquired 
by enhsted careerists. The 
improved system will also 
provide a broader base for 
promotional opportunities 
for personnel qualified in 
their secondary and addi­
tional specialti.es. 

The testing is mandatory 

officer flight trainees and 
enlisted personnel with ap­
proved ret;irement applica­
tions submitted th re e 
months before tlte first day 
of. the test month. 

Testing and evaluation of 
additional MOS are identi­
cal to PMOS evaluation. 

.A. McNamara 
( Continued from page I) 

conferences in Saigon with 
U.S. officials. 

The Secretary returned to 
the field again Wednesday 
for more on-the-spot inspec­
tfons of the war effort in 
the northern I Corps area. 

Wednesday night, Mc­
Namara was the guest of 
honor at a dinner held at 
Gia Long Palace by the 
Prime Minister. 

The group was scheduled 
to return to Washington 
Thursday evening, 

FELLOW SPARTANS- Lt. Gen. William C. West­
moreland, (left) Deputy Commander, MACV and Maj. 
Gen. Joseph H. Moore, (right) Commander, 2nd Air 
Div. get together. Both generals who recently arrived in Viet 
Nam, are from Spartanburg, S.C. (USAF Photo.) 
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