
DE STN NR 122 

"" COO 500: _: ... 1· ' 
'fi 010715Z FEB 68 

, "., Co.'WfRIVFLOT ONE 
TO CONtNAVFORV 
BT 
UNCLAS 
NEYS STORY FOR IM~EDIATE RELEASE - PLS P~SS TO LeDR GAM~ELL 
I. TASK FORCE 117, THE U.S. NAVY~S CO~PONENT CF THE ~OBILE 
RIVERINE FORCE, \t!AS ENGA3ED H~ ITS ~OST I~ITENSIVE AND PROLONGED 
FIRE FIGHT SINCE EARLY DECEMBER I~ OPERATIONS bGAINS! VIET CON~ 
GUERRILLAS TUESDAY IN THE MEKONG rELT~. 

IN WHAT STARTED OUT TJ BE ~ ROUTI~E RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE 
OPERATION ON THE R~CH CAl CAM Cf\NP.L ~.JEt;R THE CITY OF' VINH LONG, 
AR"IORED GUNBOATS OF RIVER ASSAULT DIVISIONS 92 AND III I!,'AGED A 
RUNNING BATTLE THROUGHOUT THE DAY AC INTO THE NIGHT. FIFTEEN 
SAILORS WERE ~fOUNDED IN THE ACTION MW 6~:E IS REPORTED l\HSSINI.? 
IN ONE OF THE FIRE FIGHTS OF THE DAY, NO rEMER THl%N 24 VI ET C (JJ G 
R.OJC ElS ~RE FI RED ~ T TH:: 'R ES-: R1 V ER {SS tU L T eft ,TT. 

THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT CONTACT OF THE D4Y OCCURRED SHORTLY, fiFTi,:R t I 
A.M. AS RIVER ASSAULT DIVISION III BOATS WERE PREPARING TO LAND ~,N~ 
FANT~YMEN FROM BRAVO CO{\1? ANY, 3/60 I NY tdHRY B P,TT,qLI ON,' ? ND B R!G'APE p 

, ,PAGE TWO UNCL AS' 
'~,~INTH INFANRY DIVISIO:-J, ALO!'~G THE SHORES OF THE RACH CAl CAM CAN!ii... 

'IBSAfLTSUppmT 3~~ SI'E~lrlr;FtJ' MIN~ 4T lH::J-I,~D rF THEC'CLUNU 
', .. caVED HEt%VY RCCK::T. P,UTOMJ~TIC NEAPONS AND S'I'!ALL ARMS FIRE 
,:1I0M BOTH BANKS. THE ATTACK BY AN ESiI"iifiTED COf1P"WY SIZE VIET 
',CONG FORCE LEFT ONE ASPB ~.'ITH TI!JO 8"40 ROCKET HITS. THF FIRE 

, .·~'''IGHT CONTINUED INTER~ITTENTLY FOR 25 IV:! NUTES BEFORE THE 
, ,:,BUERRILLAS BROKE CONTACT. 
~ THIS WAS THE FIRST IN A SERIES OF CONFRONT~TIO~S THAT 
. CONTINUED- SPORADICALLY '! HROUGHOUT "tHF [: 14Y.. ,!\F'TF~ SUPPRESS! NG THE 

" "fI[MY FIRE, THE T "'SK FORC 
,,'QQUT ASSAULT CRAFT IMf~EDI ATELY BEnCHED 

WITH BRAVO COMPANY GONIG ASHORE. BEFORE THE RA~PS OF THE NAVY 
, BOATS H~D CLEARED THE BEACH, THE I~NANTRYME~ C~~E UNDER HE~VY 

FIRE FRO~ THREE DIFFERE~T SIDES. . 
AT NOON, A SUPPORT A~D REeCTION FORCE OF FOUR ~ORE ASS4ULT 

, CRAFT, LOADED \ll1TH AN AtDITIONll,L CO~PANY OF H:FANTRY<vJEN, ~S CISP A1t1i c:D 
lH E FI:aD ?t' TF 117. THEY C{~~E UNDER HE ~VY ATT ~\Cl< I ''f'J:v!EDI ATEL Y 
ENTERING THE AREA CF OPERQTIONS8 OFFICERS E~9ARKED IN THE 

ESTIMATED THAT 24 ROCKETS \·'ERE FIRED AT THE ROATS IN F'E'·'ER 
18 MINUTES. 

BOATS AND T*oOPS IIJERE RUSHED TO THE "RE~ L!\TER I N THE 
IfIltlION_ ARTILLERY ANt ,at R STRIKES POUNDED Ff~E!'1Y POst T!ONS THROUGH-
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OUT THE DAY AND E~RLY·EVEN!NG. 

AT 8 P.M. AN ASSAULT SUPPORT PATROL BOAT TOO¥ A DIRECT HIT 
AND SUFFERED TWO CASUALTIES. RIVERINE 
ASSAULT CRAFT RESPONDEt TO THE RE~EWED CONTACT WITH 20M~ AND 4eMM 
FIRE AND SUPPRESSED THE ENEMY ATT6CK, WHICH WAS CO~ING FROM A BSNKER ON 
THE BEACH. 

THE LAST SIGNIFICANT CONTACT Of THE NIGHT C~tr1E TMO HOURS LATER \lIHEN 
RIVER DIVISIO~ 9280ATS WERE AGAIN ENGAGED IN A HEAVY FIRE FIGHT 
WITH THE ENEMY. DARKNEWSS A~D THE DE~SE FOLIAGE ALONG THE BANK OF 
THE CANAL HINDERED ~TTEMPTS TO PINPOHJT THE VIET CONG, BUT 
THE ASSAULT CRAFT'S HEAVY FIREPOWER WAS ABLE TO SILE~CE THE ENE~Y'S 

. GUNS. . 
ALTHOUGH ENEMY FIRE ~AS HEAVY AND AT TIMES ~AS RECEIVED FRO~ 

THREE DIRECTIONS S'IMULT MH OuStY THE .RUGGED BOATS' OF TF 117 SUrF ER:D 
MmJ ~ DAM A!: 14 D R EM ~l~' ED IN P ~ I 11 (}J T CPR OJI D:: F'I R F. SU pp an F m 
1H E' ~MY TR 0.5. MOBILE RIVERI NE FORCE CI\SUAL TIES MERE LIGHT I N BOTH AR~Y 
AND NAVY ELEMENTS. THERE !.'EP.E 64 VI ET CONG v.rWl.y}.l DE~D AND 21 f;6S {RYE 0 
WE~ ~s C!f ru RED • 

. THE 4SSAUlT CRAFT AND TROOPS REMAINED IN THE AREA OF OPFRATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT. AT DAWN TWO ADD!TIO~AL CO~?ANIES OF RESTED 
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INFANTRYMEN AND FRESH BOAT CRD1S MOVED :FlO THE Rt\CH cal Ci\:vJ IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO RELOC~TE THE ENEMY BEFORE THEY COULb FLEE THE AREA. 

TUESDAY'S FIGHTING FOLLO~fED ON THE HEELS OF THE !VlOBILE 
RIVERINE FORCE'S MOST EXTENDED PERIOD OF CO~TINUOUS OPER~TION IN 
ITS ONE YEAR HISTORY. AS OF rEBRUARY 1, THE FORCE HAD BEEN IN THE 
FIELD FOR TEN ST~IGHT DAYS DURING WHICH TIME 253 VC HAVE BEEN 
KILLED IN ACTION ~ND 163 DETAINEES HAVE 8EE~ TAKEN. DURING THIS 
SAME PERIOD, 11 ~~ERICANS HAVE 8EE~ KILLED IN ACTION AND 164 
HAVE BEEN WOUNDED. 
_ TASK FORCE 111 IS COMMANDED BY Ch?T~IN ROBERT 5. S~lIEP~ 
USN, WHOSE flDMINISTRA1'1VE TITLE IS CDW'i!HWER RIVP~ M;SP.!JLT F'LOTILL{\ 
. • COMMANDING OFrICER OF THE SECOKD 5;IG~DE IS GCLONEL BERT 

DAVID~ USA. 
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