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THREE COMPANISS Or 4/47 H'FA}P'r1Y S::-AYED ,I~ "lOCERATE It:) HEAVY CONT.~CT 
ALL DAY FRIDAY IN OPERATIONS SEVER'AL KILcr~E1'ERS I~IL~.ND FRO;'·: THE SOUTH 
BANK OF THE sorm MY TH00PF'osrTE. TH.OI SON. ISLAND .. 

THE FIRST HOSTILE FIRE yJAS REPDRTED AT (1842 BY BRtlVO COl~iPANY 
4/~7 AS IT COf-lTINUED S\JEEPIt~G \tiEST FROf'rl ITS NIGHT POSIT IONS NOfrrH OF' 
THE SA LAI RIVERo T~E STEADY ENEMY FIRE CONTINUED ALL DAY AND WAS OF 
SUCH INTENSITY DURING TRE AFTERNOON THA~ ~ DUSTOFF HELICOPTER WAS 
DRIVEN OFF 9Y AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, WHE~ It FIRST TRIED TO LAND. 

SOME OF THE HEAVIEST FIGHTING. WITH T~E VC FORCE ESTIMATED AT 
BETTER THAN COi1PANY SIZE OCCURRED AFTER'I'rae AS THE SECOND PLATOON 
OF CHARLEY COMPA NY 4/47 WAS PI NN,ED DOv/N B,Y ,A UTO ~1AT Ie WEA PO NS AND HO eKET 
FIRE, DURING THE tJEXT THREE HOU'RS s ' ,,'LL THREE COMPANIES WERE PINNED 
DOWN'AT LEAS! ONCE 101 HEAVY CROSSFIRE AS CO~ITACT CONTI!1UED AFTER 
DARKNESS. 
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TWO COMPANIES OF' 3/·:;7 INFANTRY WERE A1.S0 OPERATING NORTH OF THE 
4/47 POSITIONS BUT THE~ BOTH RtPORTED A QUIET DAY. 

ORIGINAL PLAi~S CALLED FOR (tLL' TROOPS 'TO BS BACXLCj~DED IN 
MID-AFTERNOON, BUT t AS lHE CONl'l~CT COrH'HUED, THE OPERATIO[J WAS 
EXTENDED INDEFINITELY .. AS OF 20·~5 FRIDAY, FIVE VC HAD t'EEN KILLED 
IN THE FIGHTING. ONE Uo S .. INVANTRY«AN HAD SEEN KILLED AND 16 OTHERS 
WOUNDED. ' 

THE f't1RB DEPARTED THE MY THO .~N,CHORAGE AT 1825 \Ii 17H THE BE NnlAH 
IHE LAST SHIP TO AMtHOR AT DONG~ TA~ AT 2043ft 
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