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DAL.Y INTERNAL INFO SUMMARY «7-23 . :
TWO KAVYMEN wERE XILLED aND 12 WERE YCUNDED TUESC AY IN AN
AMBUSH OF R IVER DIVISION 91 B8CATS 12 XILOMETERS SOUTHEA™T
OF SEN TRE, o
THE TWO LEAD ASPE'S, MONITOR 91-2 AMD ATC Si-}2 °'ERE HIT
HARDEST IN THE BARRAGE OF IOCKET, -RECOILESS IFLE AND AUT OMATIC
WEAPONS FIRE FROM BOTH BANKS OF THE zaCH BEN TRE AT 2:460,
KILLED IN THE ATTACK WERE THE EOAT CARTAIN AND A
CREMAN OF ASPE 91~4 “HICH WAS HIT HARD WITH RECOILLESS RIFLE
FIRE AND WAS IN DANGER OF SINKING BEFORE THE SURVIVING CREWMEN
WERE ABLE TO BEACH IT. T#0 OTHER CRE“MAN AEOAID ASPE S1~4 AND
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IVO ON ASPB S1=2 ‘ERE WOUNDED SE .IOUSLY ENOUGH TO REQUIRE
EVACUAT ION FRM THE A0, LESS Sr.RIOUSLsY INJURED “ERE FIVE OF THE
SEVEN CREWMEN ON ATC 51-12 AND ONE *BOARD MONIT Ok S1- .

THE AMBUSH wAS SPRUNG A4S THZ DIVISION S1 BOATS PAS™ ED THE
POINT WHERE TH RACH ONG HUONG SPLITS. OFF FROW THE RACH BEN TRE.
A MELICOFMTER FIRE TEAM PLACED 4 STRIKE ON TH= EKEMY POSITIONS
AND THE TROOPS OF 3/60 INFANTRY WERE ‘BEACHEZ TO S'EEP THROUGH THE
AREAs NO ENEMY ROUND FORCES WERE ENCOUNTERED, HOWEVER, AND THE
TROOPS ¥ERE LATER EXTRACTED AND YMOQVED TO° THEIR ORICGINALLY
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ARN Y ELE"‘ENTS ERE LEFT IN THE VICINITY OF THE BEACHED
ASPRTO PROJIDE SECURITY AND COvBAT SALVAGE BCAT-3 UAS
SUMMONEC TOTHE ARZA TO BEGIN SALVAGE OPERATIONS, AS THE CSB
AND IS FOWR RIV DIV 1. ..SCORTS FASSED THE I’dTE1S"CTIO\ OF

OF A RIEF ATTACK “HICH WAS QUICKLY QUPP?ECS:.D CITH NO FRIENDLY
CASUALT IE S,

THE ASSAWT BOATS OF RIV DIV 112 ERE INVALVED IN a4 M(QRE
SUBSTANT IAL AMEUSH FARTHER DOWN THE RACH BEN TRE AT 14€2. AGAI
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THERE WERE NO U. S. CASUALTIES IN THE ASSAULT WITH ROCKETS,
RECOLESS RIFLES, AN AUTOMATIC “EAPOKS. .

IN CONTRAST TO THE 4SSAULT EOATS, THE GOUND FORCES HAD NO
SIQ IFICANT CONTACT TUESZAY. THE ONLY TWC VIET CCNC KILLED
DIRING THE DAY WERE PICKED OFF EY ARMY HEL ICOPTER GNSHIPS IN A
RIEF ENGAGMENT IN THE AFTERNOON. :

EN2 G C. ROY, THE ENGINEYAN 4EOARD. CCE I11-1, AS PELIEVED TO
HAVE EEEN L OST OVERS0ARD TUESDAY MCRKING “HILE HIS BOAT WAS
AL ONGSIDE THE SPHINX. THE BCAT WAS UNDEZR GOINC LASI MINUTE REPAIRS
EFRE ETTING UNDERWAY FOR THE A0, AND ROY 'AS LAST SEEN GOING
BACK ABOARD THE SHIP TO GET SOME CIL.. AN EXTENSIVE STARCH OF THE AREA
BY BaTH ASSALWLT EOATS AND P:x®S TURNED .UP ONLY THE OI. CaN
WHICH T }E MISSING MAN WAS CASRYING WHEN HE LEFT THE CCB

FRLMING TUESDAY" S OPERATION SOUT HEAST OF ZEN TRE ¥AS A TEAY
(N MOT JON PICTURZ PHOTOGRAPHERS FROM COMEAT CAMERA (ROUP PACIFIC.
THE'Y ARE PREPARING A DOCUMENTARY FILY FCR CINCFACFLT OV NAVY
OPERAT IONS IN THE PACIF ", ALSO ON THE OPERATION “‘AS THE
CINCPACFLT HISTORIAN, COr STAFFCRD. -

MR B ALFA RELOCATED FROM DONG TA% TO BEN TRE TUESDAY
q!umme, CLOSING THE NEW ANCHORAGE AT AZOUT 2950.
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