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ADMIRAL THOMAS H. ~c .. 1~ER, C'HEF OF ~JAVAL OPERATIONS, RECEIVED 
A BRIEFING ON MRF OP~P.ATIO~S A~J PRESENTED FIVE BRONZE STARS MONDAY 
MORNING DURING A ONE-HOUR VISIT TO THE 3ENEWAH • 

. AFTER BRIEFINGS FROM COMI'f,OJORE SALZERANJ COLONEL ARCHER, THE 
ADMIRAL PRESENTED BRONZE STARS TO CJR. LOU HAMEL, fORMER COMMANDER 
RIVER ASSAULT SQUADRON ~INE AND NO~ OPS OFFICER FOR TASK GROUP BRAVO, 
LT. NATHAN LOESCH, A FLOTILLA CHAPLAIN; AND H~l IRA V. SIDDLE OF 
RIVER ASSAULT S~UADRO~ NINE. 

RECEIVING A GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF A SECOND BRONZE STAR WERE 
BMI DONALD B. GROCE AND BMI WILLIA~ M. MILLER, BOTH OF RIV JIV 92. 
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AFTER THE A~IARDS CEREMONY, A!)~~IFAL rJl.oOR~:\ TALKEJ ~:ITH 50AT 
CREWMEN OF RIVER ASSAULT DIVISION ELEvr:r~ ON THE 8ENEtt'AH PONTOON. THE 
CNO .,AS ACCO~lPANIEJ ay REAR AD~~IRAL VETH, COM£.1ANDER NAVAL FORCES 
VIETNAM. 

IN CHANGE OF COMMAtlD CEREMONIES A30ARD THE NUECES '1>NDAY !f.ORNHm II 
COMMAN!>ER CURTIS A. SORE~;30N ASSU~~E) cor~~·:tdJD OF RIVER ASSAULT 
SQUADRON ELEVEN. COP.. SOPENSO~l \J W~O JO HJS THE ~RF AFTER SPENjIt~G TWO 
YEARS TEACHING ~AVAL SCIENCE AT THE U. S. r.ILITARY ACADE~ AT WEST 
POUlT, RELIEVED COr.1NArJDER R. H. SULLIVArl, \'JHO HAS SERVED AS COM RIV 
RON ELEVEN SINCE FEBRUARY. 

BRAVO AN:> CHARLIE COMPANIES OF 4/47 H'FANTRY \'lERE AIRLIFTED 
FROr. DONG TA~l TO AN AREA NEAR T:-IE: rmRTHER~J REACHES OF THE CHO GAO 
CANAL MONDAY TO SUPPORT FIRST EH'I3AJE ELE~lENTS REPORTEj IN HEAVY 
CONTACT. 

MEANWHILE, THIRD 3RIGADE ELErlE~JTS SUPPORTEO BY BOATS OF RIVER 
DIVISION 131 ACHIEVE:) MODEJ:ATE CONTACT t"ITH VC ELE~'lENTS SEVEN 
KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE HJTEPSECTIOtJ OF THE: SONG VAM CO AND eUA 
SOIRAP. A LATE AFTERNOON REPORT SAID THAT IS VIET CONG HAD BEEN 
KILLED ANJ FOUR PRISONERS CAPTURED. SEIZE' IN T1fI~HTING WERE SIX 
~~-5" COMMUNIST CHINESE ASSAULT RIFLES. u CtASEFTO 
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