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WOBILE RIVERINE GROUP ALPHA ZLEJSNTS RAN INTO SOYE OF THE
M0ST HEATED CONTACT IN #ONTHS SUNDAY IN DAY-LON: FIGKTING ALONG
THE HAI MUOI TAil CANAL.

WITH ARMY ELEMENTS STILL RECEIVING SPORADIC FIRE AT 2188, EIGHT
2ND BRIGADE COMPANISS CLAIZD TO HAVE AN ESTIMATED MAIN FORGE
BATTALION SURROUNDED A30UT 17 KILOASTERS NORTHWEST OF CAI BE. AIR
FORCE PLANES RAINED THOUSANDS OF POUNDS OF ORDNANCE ON THE SNEMY
POSITIONS, WHICH HAD ALREADY BEZN STVERLY POUNDED BY
ARTILLERY AND DOZENS OF HELICOPTZR GUNSHIPS.

AS OF 2128, NINE VIET CONG HAD BESN CONFIRMED KILLED. UeSe
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CASUALTISS WERE FOUR KILLED AND 82 WOUNDED, 3UT THIS DID NOT INCLUDE
MANY OF THE LESS SERIOUS INJURIZES SUSTAIN‘D IN TWC DEVASTATING
AMBUSHES OF ASSAULT CRAFT OF RIVZIR DIVISION 112.

THE RIV DIV 112 BOATS WIrE FIRST HIT AT 1225 AS THEY MOVED UP
THE HAI MUOI TAi CANAL WITH 4/47 INFANTRY. IN THE WITHERING ROCKET,
RECOILESS RIFLE AND AUTOWATIC WEAPONS FIRE, THREE NAVYMEN
WERE KILLED AND 15 WERE WOUNDED SERIOUSLY ENOUGH TO REQUIRE
WEDICAL EVACUATION. TWO OF THE KIA WERE CREWMEN OF ASPB-~112-2, BUT THE
THIRD HAD NOT BEEN POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED BY EARLY SUNDAY EVENING .
MISSING IN ACTION WAS A BOAT CREWWAN OF ASP3 }lz-1 WHO DISAPPEARED
DURING THE AMBUSH AND WHO HAD NOT BEEN LOCATED AS OF SUNDOWN., TWELVE
ARMY PERSONNEL WERE ALSO MZDEVACED AND OTHERS WERE INJURED AS
THE ATC®S MOVZD IN TO BEACH THE E3ARKED TROOPS. ALTHOUGH THE
GROUND ELEJMENTS WERE ABLE TO ACHIZVE NO SIGNIFICANT CONTACT AS THEY
MANEUVERED IN THE AREA, DUSTOFF HnLICOPTERS AND GUNSHIPS DREW ALMOST
CONTINUOUS AUTOMATIC dEAPOVb FIRT FRO% THE 'ENEMY POSITIONS, ONE
DUSTOFF HELO WAS SHOT DOWN BY GUNFIRE 3UT THE CRZw ALL ESCAPED
INJURY .

-WHEN THE SWEEP THROUGH THE AREA PROVED FRUITLESS, THE GROUND
FORCES WERE BACKLOADED TO 3E #OVED SiVERAL KILOMETERS UP THE RIVER
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WHERE AN ESTIAATED 15 TO &2 VC FAD 3EZd SPOTTED EARLIER IN THE DAY,
THE RIV DIV 112 30ATS CONTINUZD TO RECZIVE SPORADIC FIRE AS THEY MOVED
UP THE CANAL, AND AT ABOUT 1722 THZY WERE HIT ACAIN WITH A VICIOUS
WAVE OF POCKET, RECOILESS RIFLE AND AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRE,
THERE WERE NO FATALITES IN THIS SECOND, EQUALLY POTZINT ATTACK, BUT
14 NAVYMEN HAD TO BE EVACUATED FRQW THE AO FOR TREATXMENT AT THE
COLLETON AND DONG TAM. ALSO DUSTED OFF AT THIS TIVE WAS LT. JIM NELSON
THE RIV DIV 112 COiMifANDIR, WHO WAS WOUNDED IN THE FIRST ATTACK AND WHO
HAD REMAINED IN COMiMANZ OF HIS BOATS THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON.,
MANY BOATS WERE DANAGED 8Y THIS SEZCOND AvBUSH, AND DURING THE
COURSE OF THE BATTLE BOTH CC3 112-1 AND ATC 112~1 HAD FIRES WHICH
HAD TO BE EXTINGUISHED IN THE FACE OF THE HEAVY ENEWXY FIRE. ALSO
BADLY DAMAGED WAS ASP3 91-7 WHICH HAD REPLACED ONE OF TKE
DIVISION 112 ASP3S TOWED FrOs THE AO AS A RESULT OF THE FIRST ATTACK.
THE 4747 INFANTRY BEACHED NEAR THE SCENE OF THE ATTACK AND
ATTEMPTED TO CLOSE IN ON THE VC FORCE, 3UT THEY REPORTED ONLY
MODERATE CONTACT AS THEY TRIZD TO COMPLETE THE ENCIRCLEZMENT.
BOATS OF RIVER DIVISION S1 WZRE ALSO INVOLVED IN SUNDAY'S
OPERATION BUT THEY SPENT MOST OF THE DAY AT A FIRE SUPPORT BASE
AFTER DROPPING OFF 3/68 INFANTRY AT A PICK-UP ZONE TO 3E AIRLIFTED
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INTO THE AO.

- THE SIX SHIPS OF #¥RB ALFA RELOCATED FROM DONG TAi TO VINH LONG
SUNDAY MORNING, CLOSNG THZ NEW ANCHORAGZ A30UT 1232.

ELEMENTS OF RIVERINE GROUP 3RAVO WEREZ ALSO REPORTED TO BE IN
CONTACT SOUTH OF SAIGON SUNDAY, 3UT A LACK OF COMNUNICATIONS
BETWEEN THE TWO TASKS GROUPS PREVENTED ANY DETAILED REPORIS,

TASK GROUP ALFA WAS VISITZD SUNDAY BY REAR AD/IRAL P.N.
CHARBONNET, COMIANDER CARRIER DIVISION SIXe. v

FILMING SUNDAY'S ACTION IN THE AO WAS A THREE-iAN NBC CAMERA
CREW WHICH WAS ZM3ARKED IN AN AR&Y € & C SHIP DURING MOST OF
THE FIGHTING.
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