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ELE:VE~ NA VY.1?:N \\'ERE \~OU ~:EJ, 51 X S::RIOUSL Y, Fh I!lAY NIGHT DUR ING 
A VICIOUS Al~3USH OF nr ~~ TF 117 A~SAULT aOATS ON THE ONG· VIEN CANAL, 
FIV?: KILO~£TERS EAST OF CAN CIOUC I~ LO~G AN P~OVINCE. 

THE SOATS WERE E~AGED I~ TASK ~ROUP BRAVO STARLIGHT OPERATIONS 
\\'HEN THEY \:ERE HIT WITH AUTOi~ATIC Ir:?:APONS ANJ ROCKETS AT ABOUT 2~30. 
THE aOATS HAD JUST LANO?:O A PLATOO~ OF 4/39 INFANT~Y AND ~ER~ 
PROCE?:~INC TO NIGHT POSITIONS ·~H~~ THEY ~::RE ATTACKED. . 

A;"O!WG THOSE SUSTAI ~I NG j~l NOR· Ir:OLJNDS I N THE ATTACK ·I;.'ERE CAPT. 
J. G. NO~, COMMANDER OF TASK GROUP 3RAVO, AND LT. C. T. VAUGHT, 
COMMA~DER·OF RIVER ASSAULT DIVISION 131. TH?: aOATS I~VOLVED IN THE 
AMBUSH, ASPB 92-4, dONIIOR 1~1-1 A~D ATC 151-11, RETURNE~ FIRE 
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~ITH ALL WEAPONS A~J QUICKLY SI.L::~C::i) THE ENEi1Y 3Uf.JS. AFTER r'()VING 
OUT OF THE AR?:4, ALL SIX OF T·H~ SERIOUSLY ""OU:'O::O '':::RE ~::DEVACED TO 
A ~EARBY HOSPITAL BY AN AR,1Y DUSTOFF HELICOPTER. 

THE aOATS PLACED H & I FIRE ON THE "i'BUSH POSIT IONS FOR THE 
RE;;JAINDER OF tHE NIGHT. THE: N::XT';~OR~I~AjV1Y TROO?S ~£RE LIt~DED IN 
THE AREA, BUT THE O~LY RESULT. OF A 5'.1.'EEP. l,tAS TN:: DISCOVERY OF ONE 
3-43 ROCKET ROUND. 

CAPT. THO~AS F. SOOKER ASSU~~D CO~~AN~ OF TASK GROUP ALFA 
SATURDAY, RELIEVING CAPT. RAY,"~O~.Q ~. ALLE~ V:HO NO;: GOES TO NEIf.'PORT, 
RHODE ISLA~D, TO 9ECO~:: THE CO~~A~O::R OF DESTROYER SQUADRON 20. 

r1R3 ALFA SHIFTED FROM .1Y THO TO OO~O TA,i SATURD.t\Y AFTERNOON •. 
VISITl NO THE MRF IS A THREE-,~::i~3ER Nac· TELEVIS 10 N TEAit1 WHICH 

PLANS TO COV!R THE N~XT RIV~R A~SAULT OPERATION AND A CORRESPONDENT 
FROi4 tHE BALTIi10RE SUN \\'HO ~ILL 03SERVE TO .lOP-ROl!·S 3E:ACH ASSAULT 
FROi1 THE C AND C H!:LICOPTER.e 
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