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THIS CHRONOLOG Y OF VIETNAM AND THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN COMPILED 

THROUGH V ARlOUS SOURCE MATERIALS BY BARBARA ANNE DECHTER FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF COURSES RELATING TO THE SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EVENTS 

IN THE VIETNAM ERA-

207 B,C, 

III B.C. 

939 AD. 
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1847 
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1899·1902 

1914·1918 

1919 

Han Empire enters Red River delta, 

Hans annex N am Viet and introduce Chinese writing. Confucianism, rice cultivation and 

dike systems, They conquer the peoples of Red River Delta, the orea of Northern Vietnam, 

Vietnamese focces defeat the Chinese; marking the end of one thousand years of Chinese 

rule. Hue is established a. Ule Capital. 

Ming Dynasty invades Vietnam, 

Le Loi and Nguyen Trai defeat Mings, 

Trinh and Nguyen noble. vie for power, 

Tay Son Rebellion; Nguyen Nhoc takes Saigon 

Nguyen Hue defeats Trinh and Le dynasty, establishes capital at Hue, 

Nguyen Hue dies; Nguyen en AM seizes Saigon 

Nguyen en Anh unifies country and establishes rule .. Gi. Long; capital at Hue, 

Minh Mang executes priests; Napol"an III sanctions military' intervention, 

French navy bonlbard. Da Nang, 

French assault on Da Nang marl<s the beginning of its militlly conquest of Indochina, 

French occupy Saigon region. 

The French gain conll'Ol over Cochin China ,(Treaty of Saigon) 

The French establish control over Amam and Tonkin (north and central Vietnam) as 

proted<rates and rule CocJ,in China as a colony; empel'Or remains. 

France establishe. ilie Indochinese Union, composed of Cochin China, Annanl, Tonkin, 

Cambodia and Laos, 

(May 19) Ho Chi Minh i. bern in Tonkin 

The Spanish American War resullll in the United States annexation of the Philippines. 

United States troop. suppress the Philippine insurrection. 

World War I (100,000 Vietnamese sent .. laborers) 

Versailles Meeting to end Wcrld Warl Ho Chi Minh, known as Nguyen Ai Quoc, 

petitions the Paris Peace Conference for recognition of Vietnamese self·determination and 

to President Woodrow Wilson for an end of French Imperialism over VielIlanl- rejected 

by Wilson 

1920 Ho Chi Minhjoins the French Communist Porty, 

1923 Ho Chi Mild, goes to Moscow and later to China, where he crganizes Vietnamese 

opposition to the French, 
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1927 

1929 

1930 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1939 

1940 

1941-1945 

1941 

About 1,000 United States Marines land in China (on March 5"') to p.'Otect American 

property in civil war. "Vietnamese Nationalist Party (VNQDD) is established by Ho Chi 

Minh, 

Stock marl<.et crash (on October 2cJ'» marlted an end of postwar prospedty; worst 

American depression begins, 

VNQDD rebellion rails, French suppress the movement, Ho Chi Minh and others form the 

Indochinese Communist Party, "The Communist rebellion fails; thousands take refuge in 

China. 

Reconstruction Finance Cocporation established on January 22'" to stimulate banking and 

business, Unemployment at 12 million Baa Dai returns to Vietnam from schooling in 

France to ascend to the throne under French tutelage, 

Pre.idert Franklin Delano Roosevelt orders all banks in the United States to be closed 

(March 610), .On June 16'h Congress passes the New Deal (social and economic 

me •• ures) 

United States troops pull out of Haiti on August 6"" 

Outbrelk ofWocld War II in Europe. "Einstein alerts Roosevelt to A-bomb opportunity 

in August 2-' letter, ·United States declares its nelh'ality in European War on 

September 5"" 

France surrenders to Germany and collaborates with Japan over control of Vietnam. 

"'Japan occupies the northern part of Indochina; France .till rule. Vietnam. ·United 

States approves sale of surplus war material to Britain and transfers 50 over-aged 

desh"oyers, "'First peacetime draft approved, 

World War II 

The Four Freedoms tenned essential by President Roosevelt in speech to Congress on 

January 6'''; freedom of apeech and religion, freedom from want and fear. 

"'Lend-Lease Act signed March II·h, providing $7 billion in military credits for Britain 

("'Lend-Lease for USSR approved in November,) 

·U,S. occupies Iceland on July 7"'. 

"'·The Atlantic Charter, g-point declaration of principles, issued by Roosevelt and 

Churchill on August 14"', (The Charter promised -self government" and ".overeign 

rights" to all people "who have been forcibly deprived of them· Vietnamese 

nationalists were prepared to mike the most of the pledge. A student group at Hanoi 

University joined with the Socialist party and the Communiat party to form the League 

for the Independence of Vietnam (Vietminh). lls leader was Ho Chi Minh. 
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"Japan attacks Pearl Harba", Hawaii on December 7th
; 19 United States ships are sunk or 

damaged, and 2,300 are dead "The United States declares war on Japan on December 

Ifh and on Germany and Italy on Decemb ... 11th after these countries declare war. 

'"Japanese forces complete their occupation of Indochina; the French administl'ation 

remains intact '"Th.e Vietrninh become allies of the United States in war with Japan. 

The United States arms the Vietminh to fight the ,Tapwlese. (Vietminh and OSS rescue 

many downed American pilcts.) 

february - Y.lta Conference met in the crimea, USSR, 214-11. Rooeevelt, Churchill 

and Stalin agree that the Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan. '"Marines 

land on I wo J irns on 2119. 

Mm:s;b - The JapWlese overthrow the French administration in Indochina, establish direct. 

control, and proclaim nominsl Vietnamese "independence". 

hI!ril. -United States forces invade Okinawa on 4/1. "'President Roosevelt, (favored an 

end to French rule in Vietnam) 63, dies of a cerebral hemorrhage in Warm Springs, G. 

on 4112. .The Japanese leave Vietnam Wld Bao Dai abdicates to Ho. '"Vice President 

Harry S. Truman becomes President. 

Mav - Gennany sUlTendera 

.mix - First atomic bomb, produced at Los Alamos, NM exploded at Alamogordo, NM 

7116. 

~ - Bomb dropped on Hiroshinla - 8/6 wld on Nagasaki - 8/9. '"Japan 8UlTende1'9 

on 8/14. '"Th.e August Revolution brings the Vietminh to power throughout Vietnam. 

Sepumber- Ho Chi Minh proclaims independence in the name of the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam - based upon the .Atlantic Charter Wld the political phrues Wld 

ideals of the United States Constitution and prepared with the as.istWlce ofM'lia" 

Archimedes Patti, Americwlln1elligence Ollicer. "Patti and the FrenchmWI Jean 

Sainteny, Commissioner fa" Indo-Chin .. who watched that day while what he calls "the 

infWItile WIti-colonialism of the AmericWls" helped to power. movemen! dominated by 

Communists with incalculable cOfllequenees, a movement which the United State. 

would spend the next thirty ye .... trying either to dislodge a" contain· (Many Reasons 

Why, The AmericWlInvolvemen! in Vietnam, Michael Charlton &. Anthony Moncriefi', 

1978, Hill And Wang, New York, page 2; 1945: the untold story) '"United State. fa-ces 

enter Ka"ea south of the 3ffh parallel to diaplace Japanese fa"ceo on 9/8 . • General 

Dougl •• MacArthur take. over supervision of JapWl on 919 . • British and Chinese fcrees 

begin occupying Vietnam to receive ,TopWlese sl.lTender Wld to pave the way for the 
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retun of French authority." APeter Dewey, head of the OSS mission in Saigon, is shot 

by Vietminh troops, becoming the fint American to die in the Vietnam War. 

October - Vietminh and Americans in na1hem Vietnam organize the Vietnam-American 

Friendship Association 

Ml!I:>h - Franco-Vietnamese Accords signed. "Ho-Sainteny Agreement pro.ides fer 

French recognition of Vietnam as a "free state" within the French Union, stationing of 

French troops in the na1h, and a referendtan on Vietnamese unification 

June - The Fontainebleau Conference convene •. "lbe French, in violation of the March 

Agreement proclaim a separate government for Cochin China. 

l.YII. - Philippines are given independence by the United States, 

September - Ho Chi Minh, after futile negotiations in Paris to implement the March 

Agreement, leave. after signing a modus vivendi calling fer an end to French­

Vietnam.s. cla.hes, 

No.ember Shooting between French and Vietnamese soldiers at Haiphong leads to 

French n .. al bombardment. 

December - TIle Vietminh attack French forces in Tonkin and the French garrisons in 

Hanoi, marlcing the beginning ofth. French-Vietminh War. (limy Trtanan supporta the 

French effort to control Vietnam and provide. funding to France.) 

flori!. - United Nation. Security Council votes unanimously to place under United States 

Trusteeship the Pacific Islands fonnerly mandsted to Japan 

M!oc. - President Trtanan asks Congress to aid Greece and Turkey to combat Communist 

Terrerism, (frtanan Doctrine) 

~ - Britain grants independence to India and Pakiatan. 

~ - Britain grants independence to Burma 

flori!. - The USSR begins a land blockade of Berlin's Allied sectors. 

~ - The French create "State of Vietnam" and name Bso DBi (former emperor) .. 

Head of State. 

December Alger Hiss, former State Department Official, i. indicted for pasaing secret 

doCt.anents to Whittaker Chambers fer transmission to a Communiot. spy rinS (convicted 

1/21/50). 

~ - Elysee Agreement makes Vietnam an "a.sociated state" within the French 

Union 

~ - United States troops are withdrawn from Korea. 
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~ - NATO is established by the United States, Canada and ten western European 

nation. agreeing that an anned attack against one or more of them would be consid ... ed 

an attack against aU. 

October- People's Republic of China proclaimed by Mao Tae-tung, mBrlting the 

completion of Communist victory in the Chinese civil war. "'Eleven leaders of the U.S. 

Communist Party are convicted of advocating the violent overthrow of the United States 

Government. 

December - Netherlands grants independence to Indonesia. 

~ - People's Republic of China and the Soviet Union recognize the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam. ·United States recaUs.U consular officials from China after the 

latter seized the America" Consulate General in Beijing. '"President Truman authorizes 

production of II Bomb. 

February - United States and Britain recognize the Bao Dai Go'emmenl. 

MIL-United States begins military assistance to the French w"r effort in Indochina. 

June - United Nations asks for troops to restore peace in Korea. "President Truman 

announces increased U.S. military assistance to Vietnam and sends 3S military advisers 

(arrive in August) to South Vietnam and agrees to provide military and ecommie aid to 

the anti-Communist government *President Truman orders air fcree and navy to Korea 

after North Korea invades the South and approves ground force and air strike. against 

the Ncrth -outbreak of war. 

Septemb ... - United States Forces land at Inchon "The French lUff ... severe defeats In 

North Vietnam 

October - qnited Nations forces take Pyongyang. 

November - United Nations fonoes reach Chinese border. "China sends troops across 

the border. "Two members of a Puerto Rican nationalist movement try to kiU President 

Truman 

December - The United States bans shipments to Communist China and to Asiatic 

ports trading with China. "The United States signa a Mutual Defense Assistance 

Agreement with France, Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. "McCarthyism hYsteria sweeps 

the nation 

January March - French halt Vietminh advance in the North. 

APffi -General Douglu MacArthur is removed from hi. Korea command for 

unauthorized policy statementl. 

lYlx - Korean cease- fire talb begin. 
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1952 

1933 

1954 

~ - T ... iff conc .. sio, .. by the United States to the Soviet Union, Conuuunist China 

and .11 Comnrunist-dominated lands .... suspended. 

September - The. United Stat"", Australia and New Zealand sign a Mutual SeclU·ity Pact. 

.Transcontinental television il inaugurated. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower is elected President (Truman does not run) 

M.i)L- President Eisenhower lII1IIounces that the United states had given France $60 

million for the Indochina War. More aid was announced in September. (In 1954 it was 

repcrted tllat three -fourths of the war's costs were met by the United statel) "'General 

Navarre becomes Commander of French forces, puts forth his plan to win the w .... 

,1yJy - Annistice ends the Korean War. 

November - French fm:"" occupy Dien Bien Phu to forestall the Vietminh assault on 

Laos and to establish a base for an offen.ive against the Vietnlinh. 

Janu!!!y - United States, Britain, France and Ule Soviet Union agree to hold a conference 

on Korea and Indochina at Gene •• that spriug. 

M!!!:£b. - Battle of Dien Bien Phu begina when the Vietminh attack tlle fortre... "Admiral 

ArUrur Radford proposes Operation Vulture to a .. ist the French in de[ending Dien Bien 

Phu .. 

~ - President Eisenhower sets forth the "domino theory" to explain tlle political 

significance of Indochin. a. his administration considers military intervention at Dien 

Bien Phu. "Senator Joseph McCarthy leads televised he ... ings (Apr"i1 22-June 17) into 

alleged Communist influence in the Army. .Winston Churchill and tlle British refuse to 

participate in Operation Vulture.(4f2S) "'President Eisenhower III1IIOutIC,," that the United 

States will not provide air support to the French garrison at Dien Bien Phu. (4129) 

May - The Vietminh oonquer Dien Bien Phu.(Sn) '"The Indochina phase of the Geneva 

Conference opena.(S/S) 

~ - Ngo Dinh Diem(with US appro.al through tlle influence of Joseph P. Kennedy, 

Cardinal Spellman of NYC, Henry Luce, Eisenhower and Nixon)i. named prime minister 

of the 3tate of Vietnam. Pierre Mendes-France becomes Prime Minister of France and 

promises to reach an agreement in Vietnam within a month 

M - France signs a cease-fire ending hOBtilities in Indochina, (7f20) "Geneva Armistice 

and Final Declaration provide for the temporary division ofVietnanl (North and South) 

pending 1956 nationwide elections. 

~ - The first of nearly one million refugees from North Vietnanl cross into South 

Vietnam. 
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1955 

19S6 

September - United Slates oigna the Manila Treaty forming the Southeast Asia Treaty 

Organization SEATO is f01'"lDed by collective defenae pact (signed in Manila) by the 

United States, Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, Philippine., Pakistan and 

Thailand(9/S) 

December - Condemnation of Senata" McCarthy voted by the Senate on December 2"" 

fa" contempt of a Senate eledion •• ubcommittee fa" abuse of ita memb .... and fa" insulta 

to the Senate during hi. Army investigation hearings, 

~ - United State. begin. direct a.oiltonce to the South Vietnamese government. 

February - United States agree. to help train South Vietnamese army, 

March - Ngo Dinh Diem sttaclul the Binh Xuyen 

I'QriI-Mav South Vietnameee army defeallo Bini! Xuyen forces, 

May - Supreme Court orders "all deliberate speed' in integration of public schools (5131) 

based upon 5117/54 Brown v, Board of Ed. Decision, 

~ - South Vietnamese army defeata Hoa Hao f<reel, 

.Mv. - Ngo Dinh Diem repudiatea the GelK'va Agreementa and refuses to plan for open 

eledions throughout the country (concern that Ho Chi Minh would win)(7/6) "pepple'. 

Republic of China and the Soviet Union conclude aid agreemenlll with North Vietnam, 

"A summit meeting of leaders of the United States, Britlin, France and the USSR takes 

place in Geneva (7/18-23,) 

~-Diem refuses negotiations with North Vietnam on reunification elections, 

October-Diem defeats Bao Dsi in referendum and proclaim! the Republic of Vietnam 

with himself as preoident. 

December - Rosa Pm refuses to give her seat to a whit. man on a bus in Montgomery, 

Alabama.(12J1) ·BUB segregation ordinance declared unconstitutional by a federal court 

following boycott and NAACP protest. .Merger of America's two la'1~est labor 

organizations under the name - American Federation of Labor (AFL) and CongreS8 of 

Industrial OrganizatiOlll (CIO) - memberahip estimated at IS miUiolL 

M!!:l;!J - Constituent National Allembly eletted in South Vietnam ·Massive resistance 

to Supreme Court desegregation rulinga was called fa" March 12. by 101 Southern 

congreS8men 

.!un!: - Federal Aid Highway Act signed 6Il9, inaugurating interstate highway syatem, 

July - With United Stites support, Diem's refusal to follow Geneva Accorda elections 

decree passes without incident. Arrest and detention of anyone "dangerous to national 

security" begins. 

Septerob<r - First transatlantic telephone cable goes into operation,(9f2S) 
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19:57 

19:58 

1959 

December - North Vietnamese teU followers in U,e South to persist in "political struggle" 

and to prep ... e for "self-defense". 

llI1ril. - Congress approves first civil right .. bill for "blacks" since Reconsbuctioll to 

protect voting rights. (4/29) 

M!!L - Diem visita the United States, addres.es Congress and gains Eisenhower'S 

reaffinnation of U.S. support.. 

September - National Guardsmen, called out by Mans .. Governor Orval Faubus on 9/4 

to b ... nine black students from entering the previously all-white Central High School in 

Little Rock. On 9/21 Faubus complies WiU, a federal com order to relllove the National 

Gu ... dsmen. The students elter school on 9123 but .... ordered to withdraw by local 

authorities because of fe ... of mob violence. President Eisenhower send. federal troops 

on 9124 to enforee the com's order. 

November - In Laos, the royal government and the Pathet Lao agree to a coalition 

govmunmt and integration of forces; Souvarma Phuoma seleded as head of Ul< neutral 

coalition government. 

January - First U.S. earth satellite goes into Cf'bit and discovers Van Allen radiation 

bell(1l31) 

July-August - In Laos, a United States backed anticommunist group forces Phuoma to 

resign and estilblishes a new government from which the Pathet Lao ... e purged. 

July-October Five thousand U.S. Marines are sent to Lebanon to protect the elected 

govemment from a tilreatened overUrow. 

December - The firsl Jameotic jet airline p.ssenger service in the U.S. i. opened by 

National Airlines between New York and Miami.(\2110) .Hanoi begins attacks on 

Saigon 

January - Alaska is admitted to the Union as the 49" State(113); Hawaii is .dmitted on 

August 21. 

&il. - President Eisenhower makes hi. first C'{lmmitment to maintsin SOuUI Vietnam a. 

a sep .... te nation.(4/4) ·Christian A Herter replaces John Foster Dulles as Secretary of 

State.(4122) ·Sl Lawrence Seaway opened on April 25. 

M!rL - North Vietnam begins the National Liberation Front and appro" •• "limited armed 

struggle and the infiltration of men and supplies to the South. 

July - General Lyman Lemnitzer replaces General Maxwell Taylor as Chief of Staff, 

U.S. Anny.(7Il) .Major Dale Bius and Master Sergeant Cheoter Ovnard ... e killed 

during a Vietcong attack at Bien Hoa. 
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1960 

1961 

September - Soviet Premier Khrushchev pays an unprecedented visit to the United states 

(9/1~-27) and makes a transcontinental tour. 

December - Thomas S. Gatel, Jr. replaces Neil H. McElroy as Secretaly of 

Defense.CI2l1) "Approximately 760 United States military persomel are in Vietnom. 

Jarru"O' Vietoong uprising in Ben Tre province in the Mekong Delta. 

February - Sit-iIII begin (211) when four black oollege students in Greensboro, N.C. 

refuse to move from a Woolworth lunch oounter when they were denied service. (By 

September, 1961 rrore than 70,000 students, white and black, had participated in ait-ins.) 

March - Southern di .. idents in Vietnam issue "Declaration of Former Resistance 

Fi ghters" . 

&ri!. - Congress approves a strong voting rights acL (4121) 

~ - A U-2 reoomaisance plane of the United States is .het down in the Soviet Union 

(~/I) CThe pilot, Gary Powen, is captured.) 

~ - In Laos a neutraliat ooup puts Souvanna Phuoma back in power; a rightist 

counterattack leads to civil war. 

September - North Vietnamese adopt the objectives of a socialiat state in the North and a 

struggle for reunification in the South. 

October Genei-al Geor8" Decker replaces General Lyman Lemnitzer as Chief of Staff, 

U.S. Army. (lOll) 

November - (Democrat) John F. Kemedy defeats Richard Nixon in the United States 

Preaidential Election 

Decemb..- - On 12115 the United States amolUlces that it i. backing a rightist group in 

Laos, which took power the next dsy. *The National Liberation Front is established in 

South Vietnam (12120) .Crisis continues in Laos. -n,ere are approximately 900 United 

States Military Advisors in South Vietnam(12131) 

J!!I!U8IY The United States levers diplomatic and consular relotioIII with Cuba on 1/3, 

after diaputel over nationalizationo of United States businesses. United State. mil itsry 

presence extended at Guantanomo Base. .John F. Kemedy succeeds Dwight David 

Eisenhower as President. Dean Rusk. succeeds Christian A Herter as Secretary of State. 

Robert S. McNamara succeeds Thomas S. Ostes, Jr as Secretary of Defense. McGeorge 

Bundy succeeds Gordon Gray as National Security Adviser. (1/21) ~emedy approves a 

Vietnam counterinsurgency plan. (1/28) 

Mm;h - Kennedy insists thst a Laotian cease-fire muat precede negetiations to establish 

a neutral Laos. 
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1962 

00ri!.. - Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs on 4117 by Cuban exiles trained, armed, and 
directed by the United States, attempting to overtlrow the regime of Premier Fidel 
Castro, fail •. 

May - Conunander Alan B. Shepherd, Jr. was rocketed &om Cape Canaveral, Florida 
116.5 miles above the earth in a Mercury capsule on May 5"-this w .. the fm U.S.­
crewed suborbital flight. "'Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson visits South Vietnam and 
recommends a strong American commitment Ulere. (519-15) "Geneva Conference on 
Laos opens. - Laos cease-f .. e begins .. This results in a coalition neutral government 
under Souvanna Phuoma. 

June - President Ngo Dinh Diem ask. for United States military advisers to train the 
South Vietnamese Army. (6/9) 

,My, - General Maxwel1 Taylor is appointed military adviser to President John F. 
Kennedy. (7/1) 

October - Walt Rostrow and General Maxwel1 Taylor visit South Vietnam and urge 
incre .. ed United States .. sistance. 

November - General Maxwel1 Taylor concludes thst United Ststes military, [mandai and 
political aid to South Vietnam wil1 bring victory without a U.S. takeover of the war. He 
advises President Kennedy to send 8,000 U.S. combat Iroops to Vietnam. (111.3) 
Decemb ... - Pr<*ident Kennedy restates the United States commitment to an independent 
South Vietnam (12115) "United Stste. military personnel in Vietnam now number-
3,ZOO. (121.31) 

Februaor MACV (U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam) is established in 
Saigon under the command of General Paul Harkins. The m~or buildup of American 
forces begilJl. (216) "'President Kennedy authorizes U.S. military advisers in Vietnam to 
retun fire if f .. ed upon (2114) .. u Col. John H Glenn, Jr. becomes Ule lirst American 
in orbit on 2120 when he circles the earth three times in the Mercury capsule Friendahip 
7. 

~ - The United State. launches the Strategic Hamlet (rursl pacification) Program in 
Vietnam (3/22) '"The U. S. Supreme Court backs ·one man-one vote" apportionment of 
sests in state legislstures 

,My, - First U.S. Communicstions Sstel1ite is launched. ·Geneva Accords on Laos are 
signed (7/23) 

October-JBnJes Meredith becollle8 the ftnt black student st Ule University of 
Mississippi after 3,000 troops put down riots. (1011) "General Earl Wheeler replaces 
General Geerge Decker as Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. Gmeral Maxwell Taylor replace. 



----------------

VlElNAMERA CHRONOLOGY -Page 11 

1963 

General Lyman Lemnitzer as Chainnan, Joint Chiefs of Staff (1011) • A Soviet offersive 

missile buildup in Cuba i. revealed on 10122 by President Kennedy, who orders a naval 

and air quarantine on shipment of offen.ive military equipment to the island. Kennedy 

and Soviet Premier KhrusOChev reach agreement on 1 <Y28 on a formula to end the criai •. 

November - President Kennedy announce. that Soviet missile basea in Cuba are being 

dismantled (1112) 

December - Rachel Canon'. book - Silent Spring - launchea an environmentalist 

movement *U.S. military personnel in Vietnam now number - 11,300. 

January - The Vietcong defeat the South Vietnamese at Ap Bac. 

Mav - South Vietnamese troop a fire on Buddhist protesters at Hue. *Buddhists riot and 

challenge the authority of Ngo Dinh Diem. 

June -.Supreme Court rules that lawa requiring recitation of the Lord'. Prayer or Bible 

Veraea are unconstitutional in public schools. (6'17) *Buddhist monk commits suicide 

by self-immolation. (Caruption of Diem administration leads u. S. to begin withdrawing 

support) 

July - The U.S., Soviet Union and Britain agree upon a limited nuclear test-ban treaty­

barring all nuclear tests except underground. (J I2S) 

AYi\!!t - South Vietnam troop. attack Buddhist templea. (8121) *Henry Cabot Lodge 

replace. Frederick Nolting as U.S. Ambas.ador to Vietnam (&'22) *Wa.hington 

demonstration by 200,000 persona in support of "black demand&" for equal rights -

Martin Luther King, Jr. '. "I Have A Dream" speech. (8128) 

November - Military coup led by Duong Van Minh and other generals overthrow. the 

government of President Ngo Dinh Diem (1111) ·Diem and hi. brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, 

'!!'~ am!!!!L'!!!t~d. (! l/Z) 4?reaident John F. Kermedy, Jr. Wi!!! shot !!l!d f!!tally wOll!lded by 

an ...... in on 11122 .s he rode in a motorcade through downtown Dalla., Texas. Vice 

President Lyndon Baines Johnson was sworn in as President shortly after in Dallas. Lee 

Harvey Oswald was arrested and charged with the murder. Oswald was .hot and fatally 

wounded on 11/24 by Jack Ruby, a Dall .. nightclub owner who was convicted of murder 

- 4114/64 - and .entenced 10 death. Ruby died of natural causes on 113167, while 

awaiting a retrial. 

December North Vietnam decide. to intensify the struggle in the South and the 

Vietcong enlarge the Ho Chi Minh trail. *U.S. military personnel in Vietnam now 

number - 16,300. (12131) *Aid to South Vietnam wa. more than SSOO million in 1963. 

-Betty Friedan's "Feminine Mystique" ignites the women', movement 
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1964 ~ - General Nguyen Khanh seizes power in Saigon -PanamA suspends relations 

with the U.S. after riot.s in Panama (119) are sparked when the United States off .... to 

negotiate a new canal treaty on 12118. 

February - PresidentJolmaon orders the removal of American dependents from South 

Vietnam. ('In) "The U.S. Supreme Court orders that congresoional districts have equal 

populations. (UI7) 

flI1!:iL - General William Westmoreland i. named MACV Commander. 

May - U.S. repom that it i. sending military planes to Laos. (~1Z7) 

~ - OnUlibus civil rights bill is passed on 6129, banning discrimination in voting, 

employment and public accommodations. "General William Westmoreland replaoes 

General Paul Harkins as head of MACV. (6120) "General Maxwell Taylor repl.ces 

Henry Cabot Lodge as U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam (6123) "Admiral Ulysses S. 

Grant Sharp replaces Admiral Harry D. Felt as CINCPAC. (6130) 

June, 1964 - October, 1967 - Three civil rights workers were reported misoing in 

Missisoippi on 6I2Z; they were found buried on &14164. Twenty-one white men were 

arrested. An all-white federal jury convicted seven oftl1e men of cOil_piracy in the 

slayings on 101l0l67. 

_-General Harold Johnson replaces General Earle Wheeler as Chief of Staff, U.S. 

Army. (7/3) "South Vieblanlese naval forces carry out raids along the North Vieblame .. 

coast. 

~ - U.S. destroyer Maddox report.s being attacked by North Vietnamese patrol 

boats in the Gulf of Tonkin (Btl) "u. S. destroyer, Turner Joy repOlts attack by NOrUl 

Vietnamese pstrol boats in the Gulf of Tonkin. (8/4) .U.S. Congress passes the Tonkin 

Resolution on 817 , authorizing Presidential authority to uphold U.S. interests in Southeast 

Asia. .Congreso approve. ·War On Poverty" Bill. (8/11) 

September - The Warren COIllmi .. ion relea ... a repOlt concluding that Lee Harvey 

Oswald woo solely responsible for ...... inatingPre.ident Jolm F. KelUledy. (9/27) 

October- The U.S. Army Fifth Special Forces Group arrives in Vietnam (1011) 

November - The Vietcong attack Bien Ho. Air Base. Six U.S. B-57 bombers are 

destroyed and five American service persomel are killed. (1111) -Lyndon Jolmson 

defeat.s Senater Barry Goldwater in the preaidential election. (I liZ) "Demonstrations in 

Saigon againstKhanh's govemm.ent 

December - The Vietcong bomb the Brinks Hotel in Saigon; two U.S. service persomel 

are killed (12124) "U.S. military persomel in Vietnam now number - 23,300. 
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1965 February - The Vietcong lamch a widespread attack on American military installations 

in South Vietnam. (2fI) "President Johnson orders contimrous bombing ofNath 

Vietnam below the 21/' parallel. "'General Khanh'. government is overthrown resulting 

in coup after coup in the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) 

March - Operation Rolling Thunder begins. ~/2) ·First American combat troops (U. S. 

Third Msrine Regiment) arrive in Vietnam to defend DBnIll'lg (3/8) .First teach-in held 

at the University of Michigan. (3/24) 

flIlri! - President Johnson in a apeech at Johns Hopkins University offers Nath Vietnam 

participation in a regional economic development program if North Vietnam agree. to 

end fighting; North Vietnam rejeds the offer. .-president Johnson approves General 

Wellmcreland'. request for a gromd combat force offmy thousand troops and pennits 

U.S. gromd combat troops to conduct offensive operations in South Vietnam. (4/6) 

"'Students fa- a Democratic Society hold an antiwar rally in Washington. (4117) "'Some 

14.000 U.S. troOpB are lent to the Dominican Republic during. civil war in that 

Republic. (4/28) (All troops are withdrawn by the next year.) 

May - National Te.ch-In held throughout the co\.llllry'. (5/15) 

Jme - The U. S. State Department repa-ts that President Johnson hOI authorized the use 

of U.S. troops in direct combat if the SoLth Vietnamese Army requests .. sistance. (618) 

"'Air Marshall Nguyen Cao Ky becomes South Vietnam'. prime minister in the newly 

established military government- this is the ninth change in government sinoe 

November, 1963. 

ll.!!x. - Henry Cabot Lodge succeeda Maxwell Taylor .. U.S. Amb .... dor to South 

Vietnam. (J/S) .-presidenlJohn80n approves General Westmoreland's request for 

additional fa-re.. 

~ - New voting rights act signed 8/6 .• Los Angeles riots in Watts result in the 

death oC 34 people and property damage estimated at $200 million (8111-16) 

October- The national origins quota system of immigration i. aboli.hed. (100) 

"'Antiwar protesta in forty American cities - Oct. IS &; 16. 

November - Electric power failure blacks out most of the northeast United Ststes and 

parts of two Canadian province. the night of Nov. 9-10. "'U.S.·Nath Vietnamese daRh 

at Ia Orang Valley, the fint large open battle oCthe war. (11114.16) 

December President Johnson suspenda bombing on North Vietnam (Operation Rolling 

Thunder) in an attempt to invite the North Vietnamese to nef!Otiste. (12/25) .U.S. 

military personnel in Vietnam now number - 184,300; 636 military persomel are killed 

in action to this date. Allied Iroopl in Vietnam number - 22,420. (12/31) 
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1966 January - Presidert Johnson resumes the bombing of Nocth Vietnam (Operation Rolling 

Ttrunder) (1131) 

februarY The Senate ForeigoR.lations Committee openste1evised hearings on the 

Vietnam War. (2/4) oIpregidentJohnson convenes the Honolulu Conference with the 

South Vietnamese govellDu:l1l (2/6) 

MIrl:h. - The U. S. Senate refuses to repeal the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (311) 

.Buddhists lead demonstrations in Hue, Do Nang and Saigon against the South 

Vietnamese government. South Vietname.e troops are sent 10 quell the protests . 

• President Johnson convenes the Guam Conference. (3/20) 

f!mi! - Walt Rostow replaces McGeo11l" Bundy as Nationsl Security Advi.er. (4/1) 

·ITesident Johnson offell! the Johns Hopkins Speech. (4n) 

Mn. - U.S. forces banbard Vietcong targets in Cambodia. (5/1) 

June - The United States bombs oil facilities in Haiphong and Hanoi. (6129) 

llllx. - Medicare, the government. program to pay part of the medical expense. of citizens 

over 6S years of age, begins. (1/1) 

October- Operation Attleboro, attacking Communist bases near the Cambodian border, 

begins .• ITesidentJohnson visits U.S. troops in Vietnam. (10/26) 

November - Edward Brooke (RMA) is elected as the fll'.t black U.S. Senator in 85 

years. 0 lIS) 

Deoember - U.S. military persomel in Vietnam now number - 385,300; plus 60,000 

offsh<re and 33,000 in Thailand; 6,644 U.S. military persomel have been killed in action 

to date and there are S2,s00 Allied military persomel in Vietnam. (12/31) - During this 

year, B-52'. have been used for the first time. Ho Chi Minh heads the government in 

North Vietnan! and Thieu-Ky heads tile government in South Vietnam. 
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1967 ~ - North Vietnam states the United states must halt it. bombing oCthe North as a 

condition Cor peace negotiations. ·Operation Cedar FaUs attacks Communht bases in the 

Iron Triangle. (1/8) .Operation Cedar Falls ends. (1/26) 

February - Operation Junction City - attacking Communist bases near the Cambodian 

border - begins ('1122) 

MBrm. -President Johnson meets with Premier Ky and Gener.l Nguyen Van Thieu, in 

Guam. 

Mil- One hundred thousand .ntiwar proteotera raUy in New York. (4115) 

M!!Y. - Ellsworth Bunker replaces HeII}' Cabot Lodge as U.S. Amb •••• dor to South 

Vietnam (~/I) "'Robert Komer is appointed deputy to the MACV commander. (519) 

"'6peration Jundion City ends.(S/14) .U.S. planes bomb a power plant in Halloi,(S/19) 

June -President Johnson and Soviet Premier Aleksei Koayginmeet at Glaaaboro College 

in New Jersey and agree not to let any crisis push them into war. (6123-25) 

ll!Ix - The Congressional Joint Economic Committee estimates that the war in Southe.st 

Asi. will coat S4 to $6 billion more in 1967 than the $20.3 billion requested by President 

Johnson. (In) -Riols in NewarX, N.J. kiU26 people; injure 1,500 and more than 1,000 

people are orrested(7/IZ-17)(National Guard called in) "'Riols in Detroit, MI lea.e at 

least40 dead, 2,000 iqjured and 5,000 people left homeleaa by ri(ting, looting and 

burning in the· city'. black ghetto. The riets were finally stopped by 4,700 federal 

paratroopeR and 8,000 National Guardsmen.(JI23-30) 

September - General Nguyen Van Thieu is elected President of South Vietnam and Ky as 

Vice President.(9/3) ~e North Vietnamese and the Vietcong begin m~or actiona. 

~e U.S. begins fortification ofKhe Sm "'President Johnson olfel1l to stop the 

bombing ofl:l'orth Vietnam, in a apeoch in San Antonio, if the North Vietnamese will 

immediately come to the negctiating table fa- productive discussions.(San Antonio 

Formula)(2Q2) 

October- Thurgood Marahall isawom in •• the firot bl.ck Supreme Court Ja.tice.(lOIZ) 

"'Fifty thousand antiwar activists protellt at the Pentagon.(1 (111) 

November - Carl B. Stokes (D,Cleveland) and Richard G. Hatcher(D, Gary,lN) are 

eleded frot black mayors of m~or U.S. citiel.(! I n) "'General Westmoreland, in 8 visit 

to the United States, speaks confidently of a succe .. ful outcome of the war. 

December - The North Vietnamese reaffumthat they will negotiate when the U.S. stops 

its bombing. "'United Stat .. military peraonnel in Vietnam now number - 485,600 and 

16,021 United States military pel1lOnnel have been killed in action to date. (I '1131) 
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1968 ~ - Senator Eugene McCarthy announce. hi. decision to seek Ule DelOOcratic 

Presidential Nomin.tion (1/3) "North Vietname.e att.ck onKhe Sanh begins. (1/21) 

"The USS Pueblo and her 83 man crew are seized in the Sea of Japan by the North 

Koreans. (1/23) - 82 men are released on Deoember 22.... "The "Tet Offensive" begins 

.s Communist troops (Ncrth Vietname .. and Vietcong) attack Saigon and 30 province 

capit.l.; heavy ca.usltieo. (1/30) "North Vietnanlese Army and Vietcong capture Hue. 

General Leonard F. Cl)apman repl.ces Genersl Wan.ce M Greene a. Marine Corp. 

Commandant. (1/31) 

February RichardM Nixon announce. hi. candid.cy for the preoide .. ,y. (211) "Uniled 

State. and South Vietname.e troops regain control of Southern citie.; Hue is recaptured 

after twenty-five day. of fighting. (2/25) "Gener.1 Westmoreland requests an additional 

206,000 troop •. CBS New. Anchorman Walter Cronkite predicts, over the evening new., 

that the war cannot be won. (2127) 

MI!:s;h. - Eugene McCarthy win. the New Hampshire Democrstic Presidenti.l Primary. 

(3/12) "Senstoc Robert Kennedy announce. hi. deci.ion to seek the DelOOcratic 

Presidential Nomination. (3116) "My Lai ma.sacre.(3/16) "TIle Senior Advisory Group 

on Vietnam recommends de-esc.lation of the American commitment in Vietnam. 

Genersl Creighton Abrsm. replaces Genersl Westmoceland •• MACV Commander. 

(3124-25) ~residentJohn.on announces that he will not.eek another term as Presidelll 

and .u.pends the bombing of the North except near U,e Demilitsri2led Zone. He c.n. fCC" 

pe.ce talka and rejects U,e request for additional troops. (3131) 

l\i1!:i! - Dr. Martin LuU,er King, Jr. il ....... inated in Momphi., Tennessee "nd J.mes 

Earl R.y, .n escaped convict, i. arrested and charged with the murder. R.y is sentenced 

to 99 years inj.il. (4/4) "Columbi. University demonstrations begin. (4123) "200,000 
\ 

people in New York City demonstrate against U,e war.(4126) "Vice President Hubert H. 

Humphrey announce. hi. deci.ion to seek the DelOOcratic Presidelti.1 Nomination 

(4127) 

May - President John.on announces that fam.1 pe.ce talk. will take pl.ce in Pari •. (513) 

"Vietnam pe.ce t.lks open in Pori •. (5/12) 

June - Senatoc Robert F. Kelmedy i •• hot in June 5- at the Amb •••• dor Hotel in Los 

Angele. and die. on June 6"'. Sirhan Bi.h .... Siman a Jordanian i. convicted of the 

murder. "Representstive Shirley Chisolm (D.NY) becomes the fll'st black woman elected 

to Congress. 

._._._._----_ ... --------
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1969 

July - General William Welilmoreland replaces General Harold Johnson .. Chief of Staf, 

U. S. lvrrr! (I /3) -Admiral John McCain replaces Admiral u.s. Grant Sharp .. 

CINCPAC. (1131) 

~ -l\ntiwar protests and riots occur in Chicago during the Derrocratic National 

Convention. (Week of August zff') 

October- President JohnBon announces the end of the bombing on North Vietnam. 

Operation RoUing Thunder is ceased (100 I) 

November - Richard M Nixon defeats Hubert Ii Humphrey in the 1968 Presidential 

eledions. (IllS) 

December - United States military personnel in Vietnam now number 536,000; and 

30,610 U.S. military pel1lonnel are killed in action to date, There are 65,600 Allied 

troops in Vietnam (12131) 

Januarv - The expanded (South Vietnamese Government and National Liberation Front 

representatives) Vietnam peace talk. begin, (1/18) ·Operation Dewey Canyon begins, 

Richard M Nixon is inaugurated as President of the United States. William RoljOl1I 

becomes Secretary of State. Melvin Laird becomes Secretary of Defense. Henry 

Kissinger becomes national secuity adviser. (1/22) 

Me-Operation Dewey Canyon ends and Operation Menu (the secret bombing of 

Cambodia) begins. (3/18) -Women Strike Cor Peace derronstration is held in 

Washington, D.C. (3f1.6) 

bI1ril. - The number of U.S. military pel1lonnel in Vietnam number - S43,4oo.(highest 

number) (4130) 

May - Operation Apache Snow begins. (5/10) -President Nixon proposes a peace plan 

for Vietnam irlvolving mutual troop withdrawal. The National Liberation Front peace 

plan demands unconditional U.S. troop withdrawal and a coalition government in the 

South excluding Thieu (5/14) 

lYnl;.. - Operation Apache Snow ends (6n) "'President Nixon, with the announcement of 

the withd!1lwal of 25,000 U.S. forces, begina the gradual reduction of the United States 

military presence. (6/8) 

W - U.S, astronaut Neil A Armstrong, commander oCthe Apollo II miSlion, becomes 

the fnl person to set foot on the moon. (J f1.rJ) "'President Nixon proc laims the Nixon 

Doctrine. (J f1.S) 

Auguat - Woodstock Music Featival near Bethel, N. Y. d!1Iws 300,000-500,000 people. 

(8115-17) -The U.S, Ninth Infantry Division withdraws from Vietnam. (8127) 

Se.ptember - Ho Chi Minh die. in Hanoi at the age of79. (9/3) 
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1970 

1971 

October- National Moratorium antiwardemonstraliol. are staged tlroughout the United 

St.tes. (lOll ') 

November - President Nixon appe.ls to the -silent majerity" for support of his Vidnam 

policy. (1113) "The New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam sponsors a 

demonstration of 250,000 people in W •• hington, D.C. (11/15) "The m •••• cre of 

hundreds of civilian. at My Lai, South Vietnam in 1968 i. reported.(l III 6) "The U.S. 

Third Divi.ion i. withdrawn from Vietnam. (11130) 

December - The U.S. Third Brig.de, 82'" Airborne Divi.ion, i. withdrawn from 

Vietnam (12/11) .U.S. military persomel strength in Vietnam declines to 475,200 and 

40,024 U.S. military personnel are killed in action to d.te. Allied mllitary persomel in 

Vietnam tot.ls - 70,300. (The U.S. secretly bomb. military ba.es in C.mbodia.)(12/3 1) 

February - A Federal Jury finds the Chicago 7 innocellt of co ... piring to incite riots 

during the 1968 Democratic National Convention. However, five were convicted of 

crossing state lines with intent to incite riw. (2/18) .Henry Kissinger and Le Due Tho 

begin secret peace neg<tiationa in Paris. (2/20) 

March - - Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia is deposed by General Lon Nol. (3/18) 

hm:i!.. - TIle United States 1· Infanby Division withdraws from Vietnam. (4/15) 

"Millions of Americons particip.te in anti-pollution demomtrations to mark the first 

"Earth Day". (4/22) "South Vietnam and the Vietcong aUack Cambodia. Cambodia 

responds. (4129) "The United States and South Vietnamese fo",es attack North 

Vietnamese sanctuaries in Cambodia. (4/30) 

MDx - Protests against the Cambodian inva.ion are held throughout the United StRtes; 

Nation.1 Guard Troops kill four students at Kent State University. (5/4) "Two women 

generals, the frat in U.S. hist<ry, are named by President Nixon. (5/15) 

June - Operations in Cambodia end. (6130) '"President Nixon declares th.t ·peace with 

honol" will be complete in 1973. 

October - The United Statel Third Brigade, Ninth Infanby Division, leave Vietnam. 

(10/11) 

November The United States conducts an unsucceasful raid on Son Tay Prison in North 

Vietnam. (11121) 

December - United States military persomel strength in Vietnam declines to 334,600 and 

44,245 United States military personnel are killed in action to date. Allied militrry 

p .... onnel decline to -67 ,700. (12/31) 

~ - Charles Monson and three oChis followers are found guilty ofUle filllt-degree 

murder in the 1969 slaying oC Sharon Tate and six others. (J 126) .Operstion Lam Son 
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1972 

719 begins; South Vietnamese forces attack North Vietnamese supply lines in Laos. 

(1130) ·Winter Soldier inveatigation begins in Detroit.. (1131) 

Mm - U.S. Fifth Special Forces Group leave. Vietnam. (313) ·U.S. 11* Armored 

Cavalry Regiment withdraws from Vietnam. (3/5) .A constitutional amendment (uJh 

Amendment) lowering the voting age to 18 in all eledions .is approved in the Senate. 

(3/10) (Ratified· July 1) .A court·martial jw-y convicts Lt. William L Calley, Jr. of 

premeditated murder of 22 South Vietnamese civilians at My Lai in 1968.(3129) 

.8rol- Operation Lam Son ends. (4/6) .U.S. III Marine Amphibious Force withdraws 

from Vietnam.(41l3) .Demonatrationa held in Waahington, D.C. and San Franci.co, 

Calif. calling for an end to the war. (4/20) ~.S. I" Cavalry Division withdraws from 

Vietnam. (4/29) ~.S. Second Brigade, 2S*Infantry Divi.ion withdraws from Vietnam. 

(4130) 

May - People's Coalition fa- Peace and Justice demonstrates against the war in 

Waahington, D.C. (513·5) 

June - Publication of c1usified Pentagon Papers on the United States involvement in 

Vietnam was begun June 13* by the New York Times. On June 30'·, the United States 

Supreme Court upheld the right of the Times and the Wuhington POIt to publish the 

documents under the protection of the Firat Amendment 

Ayguat- The U.S. 173d Airborne Brigade withdraws from Vietnam. (8125) ~e U.S. 

First Brigade, Fifth Infantry Divilion withdraws from Vietnam. (8127) ~e Royal Thai 

Army withdraws from Vietnam. (1?I31) 

October - Thieu, running unopposed, is elected to ancther term u President of South 

Vietnam. 

November -Pr;esident Nixon confmes U.S. ground forces to a defensive role. (11/12) 

December U.S. bombers strike massively in N<rth Vietnam for five dys beginning on 

December W'in retaliation fa- alleged violations of agreements reached prior to the 

1968 bombing haiL .U.S. military personnel strength declines to 140,00/156,800 and 

45,626 United States military personnel are killed in action to date. Allied military 

personnel in Vietnam declines to 53,900; (12131) 

Februaor - President Nixon arrives in Beijing on February 21 for an eight day visit to 

China, which he called a "journey fa- peace". The unprecedented visit ends with ajoint 

communique pledging that both powers would work fa- a "normalization of relations". 

M!!:£b - U.S. 101" Airborne Divi.ion leaves Vietnam.(3/1 0) ~e Senate approves a 

constitutional amendment banning discrimination against women because of their sex and 

sent the measure to the states fa- ratification(3122) ~e United States suspends the 
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Paris Peace Talks until North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front enter into 

"serious discussions" .(3123) "'Eastertide Offensive begins as North Vietnamese forces 

launch the biggest aUacks in four years across the demilitadzed zone and into Ule 

northern provinces of South Vietnam.(3130) 

l\i1ril. - Battle of An Loc begins.(4n) "'The United States responds to the Eastertide 

Offensive on April IS by Ule resumption of U,e bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong after. 

four year lull. "Widespread antiwar demonstrations occur .cross the United States.(411 S-

20) "Paris Pe.ce T.lk. resume.(4127) 

Mn. - The North Vietnamese conquer Quang Tri City.CS/I) "'The United St.tes suspends 

the Pari. Peace T.lk •. (S/4) • President Nixon announces the mining of North 

Vietnamese ports. (SIB) "'Afabama Governor Geerge C. Wallace, campaigning for the 

presidency at a Laurel, MD. &hopping center, is shot and serIously wounded. Arthur H. 

Bremer is sentenced to 63 years for shooting Wallace and Ulfee bystande!1l.(5/1 5) "'In the 

first visit of a U.S. President to Moscow, Nixon arrives for a week of summit talk. with 

Kremlinle.ders that culminate in a landmark str.tegic arms pact.(SALT)(SI22) 

(·Kissinger, in a priv.te meeting with the Vietcong leader, Le Due 1ho, states that the 

United States is prepared to drop its insistence 011 the withdrawal of Northern troops from 

the South. Thieu rejects it) 

June - Five men are arrested for breaking into the offices of the Democratic National 

Committee in the Watergate office complex in W.&hington, D.C (6/17) "'The NVA 

forces an end to the b.ttie of An Loc. (6/18) "'The U.S. ThirdBrigade, 1" C.v.lry 

Division, withdraws from Vietnam (6126) "'The U.S. 196'" Infantry Brigade withdr.ws 

from Vietnam. (6129) ("'June - September, The South Vietnamese, with U.S. air support, 

recapture QUang Tri City) 

,!y!L - Gen .... 1 Bruce P.lmer, Jr. becomes Acting Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.(7/1) "Paris 

Peace T.lks resume after ten weeks. (1113) 

~ - U.S. Third B.ttalion, 21" Infantry, withdraw. from Vietnam(8I23) 

September -ARVN forces recapture Quang Tri City.(S/IS) "'Henry Kissing ... conducs 

secret talks with North Vietnamese diplomats in Paris.(9/26-27) 

October- General CreighionAbrams becomes Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. (I 0/16) "'Peace 

talks begin in Laos.(J Q/17) "Kissinger meets with President Nguyen Van Thieu in 

S.igon to secure South Vietnamese support for U,e pending Pari. Peace Accords.(J Q/19-

20) 
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1973 

November Nixon is reelecled President in a landslide over Senator Georse 

McGovern. (1 In) ·Ki .. inger and Le Duc Tho put the finishing touches on the pari. 

Peace Accords.(1112O-21) 

December -Paris Peace talks stall.(l2I13) "Operation Linebacker II begins - full scale 

bombing of North Vietnam (Hanoi and Haiphong)(J 2118-29) "United States military 

persomel in Vietnam dedi""" to 24,000 and a total of 45,926 U.S. military persomel are 

killed in action to date. Allied military persomel drops to 35,500. SVNAF peraomel 

killed in action to date numbers 195,847.(12131) 

~ - Kissinger and Le Duc Tho convene more private negotiations; while President 

Nixon aSBUres1bieu of "continued anistance in the postsettJement period". (1/8-12) 

"'Five of seven defendants in the Watergate break-in trial plead guilty on January II and 

IS, the <ther two are convicted on January 30. "'President Nixon halts all U.S. offensive 

action against North Vietnam.(J/15) "'The Supreme Courtrules, in Roe v. Wade, that a 

state may not prevent a woman from having an abortion during the fll'8t three months of 

pregnancy and that a state could regulate but not prohibit abortion during the second 

trimester; this decision in effect overturns antiabortion lawl in 46 atatel.(ratified 7-

2X1l22) "'FoUl'party (United States, South Vietnam, North Vietnam and the National 

Liberation Front) Vietnam peace pacta were signed in Paris.(lfl7) "'The end of the 

military draft in the U.S. is amounced(1fl7) "ElIiotL. Richardson becomes Secretary 

ofDefense.(J/30) 

Februaty - The first of American POW'. are released by North Vietnam.(21! 2) "'Peace 

agreement is signed in Lsos.(2fll) 

Mm - RO:ro;: Capital Division and Ninth Infantry Division withdraw from 

Vietnam(31!6) "MACVHeadquartera are removed from Vietnam(3fl9 "North 

Vietnam releases the "last" of United States prisoners ofwar.(3fl9) "The last U.S. 

troop. leave Vietnam(3fl9) 

~ - Top Nixon aide. ItR Haldeman, John D. Ehrlichman, John W. Dean and 

Attorney General Richard KieindierJlt resign on April 30 amidst. charges of White House 

efforts to obstrucljUltice in the Watergate case. 

June - Implementation Accord signed in Paris by the United States, South Vietnam, 

North Vietnam and the National Liberation Frort.(6I13) "Graham Martin becomes U.S. 

Ambassador to South Vietnam.(6fl4) "'John Dean, former Nixon counsel, told Sensate 

hearings that Nixon, his staff and campaign aides, and the Justice Department all had 

conspired to cover-up Watergate facta.(6'l5) 
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1974 

July - Jamea Schlesinger becomes Se<retary ofnefense.(7I2) "'PreaidentNixon refuses 

to release tapes of relevant White House conversatiorul to the Senate hearings on 

Watergate.(7123) 

fl!!&Y!! - The United States officially ceased bombing in Cambodia at midnight on 

August 14 in accord with a June congressional action - all direct American military 

operstiOtB end in all of Indochina. 

September - Henry Kissinger becomea Secretary of State. (9122) 

October- Vice President Spiro T. ilgnew resigns after pleading no contest to charges of 

tax evasion on payments made to him by Maryland contradas when he was governor of 

that state.(lO/lO) -Gerald Rudolph Ford becomes the first appointed Vice-President 

under the ZS" Amendmenl(l 0'12) -A total ban on oil exportl to the United States was 

imposed by Arab oil-producing nations (OPEC) after the outbreak of an Arab-Israeli 

War. (10/19-21) -Attorney General Elliot Richardson resigned and his Deputy William 

D. Ruckelshaus and Watergate Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox were fired by President 

Nixon when Cox threatened to secure ajudicial ruling that Nixon was violating a court 

order to turn White House tapea over to Watergate Case Judge John Sirica.(l0I20) 

November - Leon Jaworski, cOtBervative Texas Democrat, is named by the Nixon 

administration to be special prosecutor to replace Archibald Cox, (1 111) -Congress 

overrides Nixon's veto "fthe War Powers Bill, which curbed the ITesident's power to 

commit armed force. to hostilities abroad without congreaoional approval.C11(7) -Some 

White House tap.s are turned over to the court (11126) 

December Gerald R. Ford i. sworn-in a. Vice-ITesident.(l2I6) -United States military 

persoMel in Vietnam drops to SO. To date, 46,163 United States military persoMel are 

killed in actioq. No Allied military persoMel remain in Vietnam(12131) 

February -South Vietnamese offensive against areas long under Communist control 

begins; retaliation leads to heavy fighting. ITesident Nixon continues to send monetary 

aid to the Thieu government. 

March - OPEC oil export ban is Iilted(3118) 

M@Y.-Impeachmenthearings are opened against ITesident Nixon by the House Judiciary 

Committee. (519) 

lY!x - John D. Ehrlichman and three White House 'plumbers" are found guilty of 

conspiring to violate the civil rights oeDr. Lewis Fielding, former psychiatrist to 

Pentagon Papers leak ... Daniel Ellobers. by breaking into hi. Beverly Hill., Ca. 

Of£ice(7112) -nte United States Supreme Court rules (8-0) that President Nixon has to 

tum over 64 tapes of White House conversations sought by Watergate Spedal ITOiecutor 
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tum over 64 tapes of White House conversations BOUght by Watergate Special Frosecutor 

LeanJaworski.(7/24) "'The House Judiciary Conunittee, in televised hearings July 24-30, 

recon.nend three orticles of impeachrnent against President Nixon. The first charged 

Nixon with taking part ina criminal cOllllpiracy to obstru::tjustice in the Watergste cover­

up. The second charged that he "repeatedly" railed to carry out hi. constitutional OaUl in 

a .eries of alleged abuses of power. And the third accused him of unconstitutional 

defiance of committee subpoena •. 

~ - Nixon resigns. (8i9) "Vice Fresident Ford is sworn in a. the 311" United State. 

President.(819) "'The House of Representative. votes, without debate, to accept Ule 

committee report, which included the recommended impeachment orticles.(SIlO) 

.Congre ... reduces aid to South Vietnam from $1 billion to $700 million.(8iZO) 

Septemb... General Q-eighton Abrams die •. (9/4) .An unconditional pardon to ex­

President Nixon fer all federal crimes that he "committed er may have connnitted' while 

President i. i .. tled by President Ferd .. (918) "'President Ferd offers clemency to draft. 

eyaders and military deserters. (9/16) 

October- General Frederick Weyand becomes Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. (1 013) 

December - Combat between NY A and ARVN is conducted in Phuoc LOllg Pmvince. 

(12113) "U.S. military personnel in Vietnam remain at 50.(12131) "'The North 

Vietname.e leadership adopts a plan to defeat U,e Thieu government within two years. 

L~ - Ex Attorney General John N. Mitchell and ex preBidential advisers -

HRHaldeman and John D. Ehrlichman are found guilty ofW&terg&te cover-up 

charges.(1/I) "NY A troops take control of Phuoc Long Province, which i. "",th of 

0.igoll.(1/6) .North Vietnam decides on a massive invasion of the South(I/8) "In 

'~lllTlbodia, the Khmer F ····,ge lay siege to Phnom Penh. 

March - The North Vielnamese capture Ban Me T'" "-,ul(3/1O) "President Nguyen V an 

Thieu withdrsws ARVN forces from the CentrallIighland. and the northern 

province •. (3/14) "'The NY A captures Quang Tri Proyince.(3119) "Hue f.U.to Ule 

NY 1\.(3/26) .Danang fall. to the NY 1\.(3/30) 

liIl!i! - Cambodian President Lon Nol flee. Cambodia in the fa::e of Ule Khmer Rouge 

invasion.(4/1) -Battle of Xu an Loc.(418-20) ·OperationEaglePuIl remove. United 

States Embassy personnel from Phnom Penh, Cambodia. (4/11-13) "'President Nguyen 

Van Thieu resigns and flees Ule country with U.S. dollars. Authority is transfErred to 

General Duong Van Minh.(4/12) .Cambodia falls to Khmer Rouge lroopo. Khmer 

Rouge establish Democratic K8Inpuchea.(4I17) ·Operation Frequent Wind evacuates all 
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1976 

1978 

1979 

American personnel and sorne South Vietnamese from Vietnam NV A captures 
Saigon(4129-30) "'Vietnam War end •. (4130) 

MID! - The U. S. Merchant Ship Mayaguez in the Kampuchean waters, the Gulf of Siam, 
is captured by Cambodian forces.(5/12) In a rescue operation, U.S. Marines attack Tang 
Island; planes bomb air bases and Cambodia surrenders the ship and crew.(SI12) 
"'Congress votes to give $405 million for South Vietnamese refugees. (5116) (\40,000 
refugees are flown to the United States.) 
June - Illegal CIA operations, including records on 300,000 persotll and groups and 
infihration of agents into black, antiwar, and political movements, were described by a 
"blue ribbon" panel headed by Vice President Rockefeller. (6110) 
Aygust - Laos falls to the Pathet Lao. 

September If!" - FBI agents capture Patricia (patty) Hearst ,who was kidnapped on 
February 4, 1974 in San Francisco, willI otherw of the Symbianese Liberation Army. She 
was indicted fa' bank robbery and a San Francisco jll}' convicted her on March 20, 1976. 
July - The United States celebrates its Bicentenni al. (7/4) 
September - The Viking IIsets down on Mars' Ulopia Plains. (913) 
November -Jimmy Carter defeats Gerald Fa-d in the U.S. Presidential Eledion (1114) 
Vietnam is renamed - Socialist Republic of Vietnam - SRV. 
President Carter pardons molt Vietnam War draft evaders, who numbered sorne 
I O,oo01JLll} 

Auut - President Carter 8ign8 an act creating a new Cabinet-level Energy Department 
(8/4) 

October- SRV, is admitted to the United Natiotll. 
Am:iL -The U.S. Senate votes to tun over the Panama C anal to Panama on December 31, 
1999, the March 16'" vote had given approval to a treaty guaranteeing the area'. 
neutrality after the year 2000. (4118) 

June - SRV joins COMECON, a Soviet Union aponsored economic group. 
November - SRV signs the Treaty of Friendship with the Soviet Union 
December - Backed by the Soviet Union, the SRV invades Cambodia and replace. the 
Khmer Rouge with the People'. Republic of Kampuchea, headed by Heng Samrin 
(fonner Khmer Rouge) 

February - Chinese fa-cea attack Vietnam, but are repulsed after heavy fighting. 
November - Some 90 people, including 63 Americans. are taken hostage November 4"' at 
the American Embassy in Tehran, Iran, by militant student followers of A,yatollah 
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1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

Khomeini who demanded the return of former Shah MohBmmad Reza Pahlavi, who was 

undergoing medical lrea1ment in New York City. 

January - Presided. Carter announce. punitive measure. against the Soviet Union, 

including an embargo on the .a1e of grain and high technology, in retaliation for the 

Soviet inv .. ion of Afghanistan (1/4) 

hI!l:il. - At. President Carter'. request, the U.S. Olympic Committee votes not to attend the 

Moscow Summer Olympic •. (4112) -Eight Americans are killed and 5 wounded in an iII­

fated alttmpt to rescue the hostages held by Iranian militants at the U.S. Embassy in 

Tehran (4124) 

Mror-Mourn SL Helens, StateofWa.hington, erupts Msy 18, Msy 2~ and June 12, 

leaving 60 dead and economic losse. estimated at nearly $3 billion 

November In a sweeping victory, Ronald Wilson Reagan is elected the 4r!' President of 

the U.S, defeating inCl.llri>entJimmy Carter. The stunning GOP victory extend. to the 

Congress where Republican. gain control of the Senate and lake 33 House seats fromthe 

Democrats. (11/4) 

December-John Lennon i •• hot and killed outside hi. spartment building in New York 

City. (1218) 

Minute. after the inauguration ofI'l'csident Ronald Reagan on January 2rJh
, the 52 

Americans who had been held hostsge in Iran fa- 444 days were flown to freedom 

following an arrangement in which the United States agreed to return $8 billion in frozen 

assets to Iran 

March - Pre.ident Reagan is shet in the chest by a would-be ... assin in Washington, 

D.C.as he walked to his limousine following an address. His Press Secretary William 

Brady i. also shoL (3130) 

November The Vietnam Veterans Memorial i. unveiled in Washington, D.C. -Lech 

Wale .. , former leader of Solidarity, the Polioh loboc union is freed after 11 months of 

internm,nt following the imposition of martial law and the outlawing of Solidarity. 

President Reagan lifts the U.S. embargo on sales of oil and gas equipment to the Soviet 

Union (11113) -Fighting continues in Cambodia. 

On October 23", 241 U. S. marine. and saila-s, members of the rrrulti-national 

peacekeeping fa-ce in Lebanon, are killed when a TNT-laden suicide terrorist blows up 

Marine Headquarters at Beirut International AirpOlt Almost simultaneoUlly, a second 

truck bomb blew up a French paratroop barracka 2 miles away killing more than 40. 
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1984 

1986 

1987 

1988 

U.S. Marine. and Rangers and a small force from 6 Caribbean nations invade the Island 
of Grenada on Oelober 25110

, in response to a request from the Organization of East<rn 
Caribbean State •. After a few day., Grenadian militia and Cuban ·construction workenJ" 
are overcome,lrundred. of U.S. citizens are evacuated .afely and the Marxist regime 
deposed. The U.S. Congress applies the WarPower. Resolution, requiring U.S. troops to 
leave Grenada by December 24. 

May - On May 7" , American Vietnam War veteran. reach an out of court settlement with 
leven chemical companie. in their class action suit regarding the herbicide Agent 
Orange. 

Noyember - Ronald Reagan i8 reelected President in the greatest Republican landslide in 
history, carrying 49 otates against Democratic nominee Waher Mondale and Vice 
President nominee Geraldine Ferraro. (11/6) 

May-Auau8t-Iran Contra Jlearings. 

Deoember - The Vietnam Communist Party elects Nguyen Van Linh as general seretary; 
Premier Pham Van Dong and other "old gud leadel1l are eased fran office. 
January - President Reagan produces the nation'. rim lrillion dollar budgel (1/5) 
MID!' - An Iraqi warplane missile kiDs 37 .ailol1l on the frigate U.S.S. Stark in the Persian 
Gulf; Iraq claitns it wao an accidenl (5117) "'The United States escats Kuwaiti oil 
tankers to the Gulf, reflagging them foc the United States. "'The Iran-Contra Hearinga 
continue - May-August. 

~ - Amiooion to Vietnam headed by General John Veosey results in an accelersted 
program of identifying MIAs. 

October - Wall Street crashes. (10/19) 

Deoember President Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev meet in Washington, 
D.C. and sign an agreement calling focthe dismantling of all 1,752 U.S. and 859 Soviet 
miosile. with a 300 to 3,400 mile range. (I 218) "SRVopen8 to tourimn. 
July - Aminile fired from the U.S. Navy Warohip Vincennes in the Persian Gulf struck 
and destroyed a commercial Iranian airliner on July 3", killing all 290 per8Oll8 on the 
plane. The Navy claims that the airliner was mistaken f<l' an Iranian F-14 jet fighter. 
(713) 

October The United Nations General Assembly passes a resolution declaring that 
Cambodia, after Vietnamese withdrswal, must not return to the "universally condemned 
policies and prsctices of the past". 
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1989 

1994 

November - George Bush, vice president under Ronald Reagan, was elected 41" United 

State. President. Bush defeated the Democratic ncminee Governa- Mich.el Dukakis, 

MA (1118) 

March - The largest oil spill in Unite,1 States history occur. alter the Eoaon Valdez 

strikes Bligh Reef in Alaska'. Prince William Sound. (3124) 

&i.! - Vietnam (SRV) promises Ulot its forces will be withdrawn from Cambodia by 

September. 

May - Fonner National Security Council staff member Oliver NOIth became the first 

person convicted in a jury trial in COtUlection with the Iran-Contra Scandal.(5/4) 

8!!iYIl- Legislation passed by Congress to rescue the savings and loan industry is 

signed into law by President Gea-ge Bush. (819) "Army General Colin Powell is 

nominated by President Bush to serve .0 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of staff and 

becomes the first black to hold the poot. (8110) 

September - Vietnam completes1roop withdrawal from Cambodia. 

November - Democrata win most of U., top offices at stake and black candidates score 

major breakthroughs in off-year election •. Lt. Govema- L. Douglas Wilder, a Democrat, 

is elected Governa- of Virginia, the nation's first black governor sinoe Reconrtrudion 

Manhattan Borough President David ninkins, aloo a Democrat, becomes U., first black 

eleded mayor of New York City. (1 In) 

December United States troops invau" Panama overthrowing the government of 

Manuel Noriega. (12120) 

Februarv - President Bill Clition announces that the United State. was lilting its tnde 

embargo against Vietnam. (213) "The Vietnamese government tlll'lB over to United 

States officials what are believed to be Ule remains of 12 United States soldiers. (2n) 


