WHY/WHAT IS NCVVI
NORTH CAROLINA VIETNAM VETERANS, INC.

When local Vietnam veterans formed NCVVI in the early 1980’s, it was the first coming
together of men and women who shared a common bond and a common cause. The
bond was war; the cause was the proposed Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the Capitol
grounds in Raleigh. . .

Now, as the years have gone by, there is less and less talk of war. You still have to be a
Vietnam Veteran to join and there is still a lot of old soldier teasing among vets of different
branches of service, but those gut-wrenching beery teary nights when cold truths were
told and hot wounds ripped open have become rare.

Now the talk is how to raise money for scholarships . . . Memorials are designed for future
generations, but they are reaily about remembering the past, especially for those who
place them. Scholarships on the other hand, are about the future . . . *Excerpts from the
Dennis Rogers column, “Maybe Vietnam is finally over” in the News and Observer.

The NCVVl is a group of people brought together by the past, looking to the future, prov-
ing that the Vietnam Veteran, is a good and productive part of society and having a good
time doing it with friends.
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WF Veteran reveals Vietnam through

The comparison is strictly intentional

By Ronale Harris
Special 10 The IWoke Weekiy

{Edlior’s Note: Ronnie Mardls
graduated [rom Wake Forest High
School in 1963 and served in Yietnam,
196667, "Upan leave the millary, 1
left Vicinam behind, However, Viets
tam did not Jcave me behind., When
the North Carglina Yietnam
Memorial was dedicaed, | discovered
that | had no! beea able to put the
Victnam expericnce behind me."* Har-
tis joincd the North Carolina Yietnam
Vererans Inc, and became active In
presenting a positlve Image of Viet-
nam ' veterans. One of his most
positive activilics has been his involve-
ment with Wake County schools. The
veterans go Into the classrooms 10
supplement the teachers’ enperlence
and whal the textbook offers.

Harris says when he was In high
‘school, football was 1he only subject
he teally. undersiood or enjoyed,
Thus, he chose an annlogy on football
and Yletnam. He read [t to 'some
classes and he could see the lights o
understanding come on. In . the
students’ eyes. W

- R T
He writes, "The reason [ am

writing this is 1 [ecl-fortunaté to-have -~

hed the prlvitege of growing up In a
town like Wake Foreit. 1 fest foi-
tynaie to have leachers and communi-
ty lcaders whe (aught me stapdards
that have bzen invaluable in my fife.””

QUT... HO HOT SHOWER S How ARE
WESUPPaSETS SURVIVE?

ROV HARRIS
©E5- K7

~~Vletnam-experlen
- tlio Tollowtng BARIGEY-
- Conslder: that <the_administration ... the. _best _equipment._-and:ticalning

" IRENTHE ALR COUDITION{NG GOES

He wilies he was also foriunate that

his family and friends showed him
nothing but support, bul vnlostunaie-
ly. tome of his Vietnam veteran bud-
dles tecelved a much different
welcome, His analogy s more aboul
their experience than hls own, he says.
He does admli to some bltserness for
the way Amerlcan veterans are treated
at & whole, He has wrltien the follow-
ing with the hope {t will help some
Vietnam vereran 19 be undersiood.)
What Was It Like Ia Vieinom?
Vietnam Veierans are often asked
questlons about their experiences In
Yietnam. Queations such as: Why did
you goT; What was it like over there?;
How were you (reated when you
relurned home?t sod Why are you silll
struggling? Why can't you let the ¢x-
perleqee goi 1t Is easy for Vieinam
Veterans to Just say "If you weren't
there, you just wouldn't undersiand.'
It's hard for veterans to answer the

questions In a lterary form thatis easy .
- to-undeisiand-for: those “xho did.not .

“experience” Vietnam - flrsthand. In
order to help_ bener undesiond the

and school board of your high school
required every student envolled In the
High school to be on the football team.
The rules are firm, YOU MUST BE
ON THE FOOTBALL TEAMH l

please conslder,

doesn't maiter thai you do not wanl
1o be on the 1cam or that you have
belier things 10 do with your time, of
that you just do not Tike foolball. oI
course. there are some excepiions,
such as those students who ase not
physically fit 1o play {oolball, and
\hose students who are smart and are
going 1o go to college, and hose
students who are {he children of the
adminisiratlon; school board, of
other Imponant cltizens of the com-
munity — thelr ehildren are exempled
from playlng fooiball, unless they
want Lo ploy . . . everyone else musl
playl!l
Your high schoot Is a big 4A school.
1t has the most power ful football icam
in the siate. Your school has & long
hisiary of winnlng, Your father and
your older brothers were all on stale
champlonshlp teams from your-hligh
school. o
Just before the Mt game of the
.season, the football coach calls & 1¢zm
- meeting.. He.says someihing likEithis:.

school has ever put o the, fid

e

any other icam In the sidie.

avsilable. Your opponent In thifgime
Is a. small; weak school,: barely-a: 1A
school. They are pootly equipped and
enjoy lierke support from thelf fans.,

NCwVI

NEEDS YOU

Yo have s -

———

This should be an easy YICTORY,
Yowever, the school’s administration
has Instsucted me that we must play
this game a Nitle dilferenly than we
normally play. We will be playing with
a dilferent sct of rules than our op-
ponenls. We will not be allowed to
passt Al of our running piays must be
up the middle, no running around the
endl Also we will only be allowed lo
play besween the hash marks on Lhe
fleld. This means that If the other
team breaks to the outslde of the hash
marks, we can’l pursué themn. Nowgo
out there and play your hearts out for
a TIEN

The gune stapls, your lcam 13 doing
well In spite of the ncw sules, Your team
is pushing the other team ol over the
ficld. Yictory seems assured . . . STOP,
remember you are playing for a TIE In
this game. '

Your team fights hard for 9 yards in

ihree downs, Many of your players are

injured geuting those 9 yards. The coach
calls & time out! The coach soys ihat the
whool board has sent word that your

—team has.to give those 9 yards back and..
his:. .2 start. founh-and-10-
“wThig Is the best foaiball:iedmsihis - serin

4 You -
are bi:]er,"_llr_ongtf;jt_ﬂdrfa;.lqﬁl'ban -

r'“serimmages

TIE-# Ahls game."™> - - :

a3 rAgving 1o the other teim’s side of
the fleid and they start to cheer for the
othér ieim. Even some of the school's
adminisiiaiors snd school board

on.the original line ...
“'You need ~l0;-
rerember,’! he ‘says T'we are playing; - who have not retu
e - o e -.!s.un'g Iulg_r room, Your coxh de-
Aifdfid? ihe feium of ol of b players by
__ the other coach, The othet coach says
yhat he'has fetumed al of hi-

eir. hallime, ‘you noilee & ot of*
——your:schonl’s fans end_fellow siudepis

members 51am 10 cheer [or tha olher
team. (Remember they are (he ones who
made you play fooiball in the fust
place.} . -

As you limp off the fichd with an In-
Jury, covered with mud, your gislfriend
yells 10 you ftom the siand, “"Der
Jahn, | don't ke the way that you Are
(reating that ather poar tramt By the
way | um going {0 ridc home with Jody
from the band."

The head cheerleader for your leam,
Jane, gocs 1o Lhe other side of the feld
and starts to cheer Jor the other team.
She yelts for you to quit playing [or your
team and to help the other team. You
w¢ her pasing for pictures with the other
feam.

Duting the gaune some of your fellow
playees are knocked oul of bounds on
the other team's side of the ficld. In-
stead of letiing tvem come back fnto the
game, the ather team locks them Inhelr
locker room,

The gume finally ¢nds In a TIE. Thit
13 hard for you 1o wadenstand. If you
could have playcd by the re rules of
football, you could have wen!

_When the team gets back on the bus
10 relugn to, yow school, you wk the
coach? about - your- fdlow ltammatcs
who-hive not returned from the other

| players
and If he his & problem with tnal, talk

football

counting of your fellow teammales.
Having to retum without your fellow
rcammates huns the most of alf, The
school board iclis you that there is
nothing they or yau can do about your
misilng teamnmales. You nee iold that
the best thing you can do bs forgel about
them.

When you feturn o school, same of
your feliaw students and teachers say
bad things aboul you, of worse they Ig-
note you, When you ask why . . . they
tell you that lt's because you tried to
WIN the footbal! game Insicad of irying
10 TIE it. No one will slt with you In the
Junch room, your fellow students acl 28
If you may go crazy and hurt them. The
only [riends you have that undessiand
how you fech are your fellow team-
mates.

The 3chool board, the school admine
Istration, snd your [cllow students have
forgatien the football players that were
Jeft behind, The fargosten player's only
hape Is thal you and your teaummaics
don'l forget them, .

This anadogy may not hold up inwl
cases, oot every Yienam Yereran's €=
periences were Lhe same, But | think
1hat thig ainJopy Is close eniough 1o ihe
truth, that [t will heip sarr_n:q_ng_whu i
pol & Yiernam Vetcran undersiand why
soma of us_yelsrans fegls sa frusiraied
and angry, and why we aré unabletold
the Vietaam experience gol L
(The ‘cormipariivn belweed the Vletnam-
War and 2 game Is stdedy Intentlonall)

1o hi icheot board. You ¢ foreed to Ron Harris
yeturn 1o your school withdut & full ae- Cary
_“_”_____-—"'———'_7

HOW BO YOU KNOW
THEYRE MARINEST




