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WHYIWHAT IS NCVVI 
NORTH CAROLINA VIETNAM VETERANS, INC. 

When local Vietnam veterans formed NeWI in the early 1980'5, it was the first coming 
together of men and women who shared a common bond and a common cause. The 
bond was war; the cause was the proposed Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the Capitol 
grounds in Raleigh ... 

Now, as the years have gone by, there is less and less talk of war. You still have to be a 
Vietnam Veteran to join and there is still a lot of old soldier teasing among vets of different 
branches of service, but those gut-wrenching beery teary nights when cold truths were 
told and hot wounds ripped open have become rare. 

Now the talk is how to raise money for scholarships ... Memorials are designed for future 
generations, but they are really about remembering the past, especially for those who 
place them. Scholarships on the other hand, are about the future ... 'Excerpts from the 
Dennis Rogers column, "Maybe Vietnam is finally over" in the News and Observer. 

The NCWI is a group of people brought together by the past, looking to the future, prov­
ing that the Vietnam Veteran, is a good and productive part of society and having a good 
time doing it with friends. 
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WF Veteran reveals Vietnam through football 
TI '" l' . 1 This should be an .us)' VICTOR Y. membtrs ilan to (htc, rot Ihll olhe' (ounLing 01 your fcUolIt Ium/\\:l.l(l. 

le CO ill parlS0n IS S tric t y 10 ten tIona Howeyer, Ihe school" admlnhtratlon learn. (R(membet Ihryan Ihe ones who Hayin£; to relum .... ilhoul )"Our f'~o\Y 
has InslrUtled me Ih~1 we mUll play made )'ou pia)' foolbJU In the rust Ic:ammales hurts Ihe most or.n. Ihe 

Dy Ronnie Ilnrn! 
this ,Ime a IInle differently than we plaee.) . ",hool baud lells you lhal there Is 

Ue Wlltes he was aha fOllUnate Ihal· doun'l m~lIcr Ih31 you do nOI Wlol nOlmally pl.lY. We will be playln, with As )'ou limp olrlhc fidd with an In. nothln, Ihey or you un do lboul your 

Spll/gIIO TIlt lYi:llt 1V"lly his family and friends showed him 10 be OR the lum or thai you h:lo\'e a dirlcrenl SCI or ,ulu than OUI op. JUI)', (oYeled wllh mud, )·OUI p.lrritnd mlnln, teammalU. You ue laid Iha, 

(Edllor's Nole: Ronnie Ilauis nOlhln, bUI IUpPOrt l bUI unfoflunale· bellCl Ihlnas 10 do with )'OUI lime. 01 ponenlS. We will nol be aUo\o\"Cd 10 tells 10 )'Ou 1,0m Ihe Iland. "De3l the btlt Ihin, yoU an do II 101,cl about 

luJualed Irorn Wake Forni IIIlh Iy, Some or hit Vlelnam vel clan bud. Ih.1 )Iou jusl do not like fool ball. 01 pllSl All of our lunnlnl plays mull be John. I dnn'lllke Ihe wa, thai )·ou J/e Ihem. 

School in 196$ and served In Vlelnam, dies rccelved • much dillercni couut. Ihere: lie somt exception" lip Ihe middle, no Iunnln, Around Ihe hUlin, Ihll olhe, poor leaml Dy the When)'OlI .eturn 10 Ichool, some o( 

1~1. "Upon Ie:t.ye the milltal)', I welcome. Ws analog)' Is male about such as those Sludents who lie nol endl Aha we will ani), be allowed 10 wly I am ,oln, 10 ride home with Jody )'Our rellow sludents and luchcu uy 

lefl Vielnam behind. However, Viet. their Clpcrlcnce than his own, he la)'l. phytically fil 10 play foolball, and play between Ihe hash marks on Ihe Irom Ihe band." bad Ihlnls aboul )"OU, Of wonc the), I,. 

Ram did nol Ica ... c me behind. When He docs admit 10 lome blllcrReSi for Ihole studeRlS who ale smal( .nd .re field. This means thai II the olher The hud chcc:dc.adcr lor your tum. narc you. Whcn )Iou uk why ••• Ihey 

Ihe NOllh Carolina Vlelnam Ihe way American vete,ans arc truled lain, 10 10 10 tolle£;e, and thOle lcambrut.lolheouuldeoflhchash hne"ocslolheolhrrsideollhencld lell you Ihallt's bcausc )'ou tried 10 

Memorial was dediuled, 1 dls(overed IS a Whole. He has w,hten the follow· "udenls who /lIe Ihe childten "r Ihe m:ttkl, we c:tn'l pursue theIR. Now"lo and Sluts 10 chcu (or Ihe olhu learn. WIN the (oolbaU 'JJlle InSlud olll)1n& 

Ihal I had nol beeri able 10 pUI Ihe In, wllh Ihe hope II will help lome admlnlstrallon, $Chool bo .. rc.I , or OUI Ihere and play ),our heUrlS OUI (or She )'ells (or ),OLllo quil pb)"in, (or your 10 Til! II, No one will sU .... ilh you In Ihe 

Vicln3m upc,lcnce behind me," Bu. Vlctnam Vetcran 10 be undelllood.) Dlher Impollilnt thlzens 01 Ihe com. a TIEII telm and 10 help the olMr lam. YOLI luneh room. your (ellow uudenu .lei /I..S 

ril joined Ihe NOllh Carolina Vlelnam WhfJ' WG'llt Lib In Vi~'nflml munilY _ their chlh.l'en alC ClIerr.pled KC her postns for piC1urn \o\·hh Iheolhel If)'ou rna)' ,0 crat)' and hun them. The 

Veterans Inc. and bccilme acllye In Vietnam Velerlns Ire allen liked Irom playlR, foolball, unlm the)' The K3Jne Slalll, ')'our le3m Is dulna learn. only (riends YOLi h .... e Ihal undftlllnd 

pruenlln, a pOJlllYe Imale or Vlel. quesllons aboul Ihd, expClleRtCl In wanl 10 plllY ••• everyone else muSi "'"fliin spileorlhe nelY Ildcs. Youflum DurlnllhClaJne $Orne or )·OUI (cllow bow )'01.1 retl arc your lelia ..... lum· 

nam' Yeterans. One or his mosl Yltlnam. QUClllons such as: Why did pla,11I II pushinllhe olher learn 011 over llie pl,ycu llIe kno(~ed oul or bounds on main. 

P01illve activities has been his Involve· )'ou ,01; Whlll was it like over IhcrcTj Your hlah school Is a bl,"A sthool. field. ViClory Scems assured, , • STOP, Ihe olhel lum's side 01 Ihe field. In. The 'School bOJJd, Ihe school.dmln· 

menl with Wake County schools. The How were )'011 &ruled when you It hn Ihe mall power lui (ooeballll!.Im remcmbct you are plilyio, lor a TIE In uead o(lrlllng thtmcome b.1ek Inlo the buallon, and your fellow students haye 

velerans go ·Into Ihe classrooms 10 relurned borne?; aod Why arc you 11111 In Ihe SllIe. Your "bool has • Ion, lhis ,ame. ,lIIIe, theolher lumlexh Ih(min their (or,Ol1eR Ihe (oolball pla)'tIS thai ",·ere 

supplemenl Ihe leachers' experience strulllin,7 Why can'l ),011 let the u· hlslory of wlnnln,. Your (llher and Youllcam n,hls hard for 9 yards In loehr room. le(1 behind. The rOllollen pll)"CI'1 only 

and what Ihe IClI:lbook of(ers. petleqte ,07 II Is CIS)' (or Vlelnam your older b,olhers were allan Siale Ih,te downs. Man)' or )'our pl.ycu ue. The glme finally ends In I TIE. This hope Is Ihal you and ),our learnmalCl 

Huris says when he was In hl,b Veterans 10 JUII say "If )'ou weren'. championship leams (rom your hl&h Injured ,euln,lhose 9 ),ards. The coacb Is hud (or ),ot: 10 undcutllld, If you don'l ror,ct thtm. . 

school, football Was Ihe only subject there, youjuSi wouldn'( understand," school. taJiSIlime 01.111 nlttoach SU'" Ihilihe (auld have played by the ,ell rWc::s o( This anaJo,y may not hold up in all 

he really. understood or enjoyed. h'l hard (or veterans 10 .Ins\o\u the JUIl bdore the nUl ,arne of Ihe $Chool board has senl WOld Ib.ll )'Our (oolball, )'OU could ba\·e ..... onl cuesl nOI ever)' Vlttnlm VCleu,n's (.t. 

Thus, he chose In tIlaJOIY on foolball quallonsln a literary (arm Ihat II easy ..• stuon, Ihe foolball cosch calls i J~lm ._Ium has to cive those 9 )'uds back and .. _ ... When:lhc Ie,", leIS blck on the bus pcrlences "''ae the same. BUI I think 
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~.e Wlltes, "The reason I am tlio1'oUowml anilol)'. aoy olher lcam In the ualc:Voa:'Have... ':-Ndr.hafriime, )'ou notice a 101 or " matidi the relum oraU of his pla)'CTS by and anlrY. and wh), we arc unable 10 let 
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hid the ptlvtiele 01 ,rowin, up In a and school board ot your hlp "hool avallable •. Your opponenlln IhlJ Woe lii m.oYfilI_lo ,he olher learn's side o( :~~Jhal ilt-hu lelurned aU of hi, playcn (The compaJUon tJtl~ecd the \Ieloam 

lo"·n like Wake Fame. 1 (e;1 lor. required tlrry Ilu,dlnt ClU'oUc:d In the is a.unall; Yo·uk Khool" ~~.~.¥;-;!~ IA _I~. Oc£,f an4 ~_ SI.~.I~ cht:c~.r~.~ Ihe ·"~d .I! ~e ~~s • problem ",ilh Inal, calk W:s and ;t lam' Is ~lrtctl)'lnlmllonaJl) 

h,m3!e 10 hayc teachers Ind communi. JoJ.h sehoollo be on the foolballlwn. Ithool. Thc), arc po~rly cqulpi'!.d lnd olher (cam: E\'en &ome at ihc school', 10 'hIS school bo.vd. You:.'e [orced 10 Ron lbrrls 

I)' Icadm who tau.hl mc lIandud, The ruin arc firm, YOU MUST BE enjoy lillie suppan hom thelr.Jans. admlniSliiiolJ and school board rtlurn 10 )'OUI school ""ith~!11 a roU ac· Cuy 

Ihil haYt t::(n inyilu1ble In my lire." ON THE fOOTBALL TEAM II II _. ____ " __ . __ 
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