
By .. irtue of the authority vested in me as President of rho United States and as 
Comm8nder In Cblefofrhe Armed Forces oftb, Uolted Srates, I hne today 3ward.d 

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMy) 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM 

TO THE 
STUDIES AND OBSERVATIONS CROUP, 

UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM 

Thr Studies lAd ObservatioD' Group 'S C!ltrd (or extraordia.ary heroism. fNlt combat acbicvcment 
aad ua ...... oriac lid.lity wbil •• neurln, nbe",ld.d tap setrel DlwiollS deep b.bind .~ ... y Ua .. lenw 
South .... "ilL IDcarporallar V.IUD' •• ,. rrom .11 bnne .... r tbe Armed Fe", .. , aad .. p •• iaUy, u.s. 
Ar",,. Special Force., Special Op .... n .... Group'. INond, air aad ". unils fouCh omcially d •• led actioa • 
... blc:b coatrltlat.d Imlll.llu ... bly to tile A",.riun wor effort ill Vietalm. Mili .. ", Auislaaco COlDlIWld. 
Victa.ana-Speci.1 Operations Gro.p recoDnaissance 'eam.JI cum posed of Spec).' Forces ,oldie" .ad 
ladie-oaolU persuaGe1 pcrlletratcd tbe .aemylJ most d~lerou.. NdoulIlI til rhe JUDc'ed LIlDdaa wilden .. 
oad tbe sanctuari .. of easlern Clmbodia. Pu,.u.d by human " •• ke,. aa" ena bloodbound .. Ibose .mall 
le.1IU olit-maDeuvered, aut-rDulM .ad out-MiD tbelr Dumrrically IDperior ro.: tD ullcover key caenay 
facilitJu, rescye downed piiotJ, plaat wtretaps, mine! alld electronic season. capture valuabl. eaemy 
priloaen, ambusb CODVOYS, d.iteover aDd UlHI tafl:eu (ar B-S2 JIrik." aDd iaOict ca!lwti_ aU out of 
proportion '0 tlaolr oWn 10..... When enemy coUnler·m' .. urlS boca ... e duc.rously .1T .. dve, Special 
Oporation. Group operalo,.. innovated Ibeir owa COUDI • .." from biCh alti.ude par-.chutiag ODd ulI ..... 1 
espJo.i"e deYicu1 to ,.r:tiCi u old I. the Freoch and Iadiall War. Fig-hriDe aJoD~id. the;r MODUCllatrd. 
Cbinae NUDI, Cambodiaa lad VietD~JI1eJe aUie.!l, Special Foreu-Ietf Hatc:het Force comp.Aies aDd 
platool1t staled da.nae raids a,lIiut key enemy rllcmdu ta Lao. and Cambodia, OVert:lll major mllJlitioD5 
•• d supply •• ockpiles, and blocked .... my hi,bw.ys 10 choke 01T tbe n.w of syprli .. '0 SoOlb \Ii.mam. 
Special Ol"enatioDS Group's cross-border opentions prnYt'd aD. en-ted."e rcoDomy.oC .. rorcr, compeUill, the 
North Vieta.mae Army to dive" 50,000 ,oldier5 tu relr a.Na securiTy dllties. rar rrOrD [he battlefieldl or 
Sout" Vjetnallt. Svpponinl tla.u hazardollS mls8ioM were Special OpcntioDS Crololp's owa Ulilited Stites 
and Sourll Vi.tnamele Air Force rraDspor1 aDd hlEJicaptrr .quadrcftl, alODe wfrh U.S. AIr Farce Forw.rd 
Air Contralle", .ad h.llcopter upllS of the u.s. Army a.d U.s. MariDe Corp •• Th". cour.=.., .. aviaton 
DrIeD neW' tbrollgh heil"Y nrc to e~tr::lct Specl., Oper.:uiDc, Group operl,on CrDm secmlagl,. lIopelcss 
.dt:U.:atioDS, sn-ina Ii"~ by Sllnusly rbklog th~ir uWEI. Special OperarioDs Grollp's Vietnamese Dava) 
surface Corus - iDUruc~ and .d¥iJed by U.S. Navy SEALS· boldly nided Nonb Vietnam'" tOasl ilnd 
won ,ur(1Icc victories :a,.in.n rhe Sorth Viera_melc Nary. wbile indi£:t'nou5 ,*~en( [eam.s penetrated tbe 
very he2rtl •• d or North Vietnam. Dupitlt casualties thaat som.rimIJ became univen;;al, Speci,,' Opcntio.us 
Croup', apcrato~ Dever wavered. bur fourht throu(bol.n thE WJlr with ahe same nair, lid.liry and 
latrepldily tbat d"liDluuhed Sp«ial Ope ... llofts Group rrom lis bcgiDftiDg. Th. Siudiu oad Obl.rvatianl 
Croup'. eambar prowess, en.r1i.1 skUlt lad unacknowledged u~rific:es ,a;ved many American lj-vu, .od 
provid.. a panacoD (or ~meric.a'J future 'pec(lf opcr.tiolll (oren, 



THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 
TIn.; PRESIDE~"T 

OF THE eXITED STATES OF A.\IERlCA 

R.-\S A'YARDED THE 

PRESIDEX1'L-\L t~IT CITATION 
TO THE 

STUDIES AND OBSERVATION GROUP, 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

COMMAND, VIETNAM 

FOR 
EXTRAORDIX.\RY HEROIS)I IX )IlLITARY 
OPERATIOXS AGAIXST .. -\..'\" ARlIED EXEl1Y. 

24 January 1964 to 30 April 1972 

GIYE~ l"~DEH ;\1)" HAXTJ IX THE CITY OF WASHI~GTOX 


