By virtue of the authority vested in me ss President of the United States snd as
Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have today awarded

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROQISM
TOTHE
STUDIES AND OBSERVATIONS GROUP,
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM

The Studies and Observations Groyp is cited for extraordinary berviym, great corobat achicvement
and uawavering fidelity while axacuting chberalded top secret missions deep behind enemy lnes across
Southeast Asia. Incorporuting volunteers from all branches of the Armed Forres, and especially, US.
Army Special Forces, Special Operations Groop's ground, air and sea units foughe ofFicially denied actions
which conrribured kmmessurably to the American war effort in Viernam. Military Azsibtance Command,
Yietnam-Special Operntions Gromp reconnaisssnce teams cumposed of Specinl Forces soldiers snd
tadigeuous personoe! penetrated the enemy's most dangerous redoubts In the jungled Lantian wilderness
and the sanctuaries of eaatern Cambodia. Pursued by bumsn trackers apd even bhloodhounds, these small
teams oul-meaneuvered, out-fought and out-rig their numerically superor foc to uncover key ememy
facilities, rescue downed pilots, plant wiretaps, mines and elecrronic scasors, capture valugble enemy
prisoners, ambusb convoys, discover and sssesy targers for B-52 sirikes, and inflict casualties all sut of
proportion to their own losses. When enemy counter-measures became dangerousiy effecrive, Spexial
Operations Group operators innovated their own counters, from high altitude parachuting aad uaunsas!
explosive devices, to tactics a5 old a3 the French und Indian War. Fighrting ajoagtide their Moatagnard,
Chinate Nung, Cambodian and Vietnamese allies, Speciai Forces-led Hatcher Force companies and
platoons staged daring rajds against iey enemy facilides in Laos and Cambodia, overran major munitions
and supply stockpiles, and biocked enemy highways to choke off the flow of supplies o South Viemam.
Special Operstions Group's cross-border operations proved an cffective econntny-cf-force, compeilipg the
North Vietnsmese Army to divert 50,000 soldiers tu rear srea security duries, far (rorn che battlefields of
South Vietnam, Supperting rthesa hazardous missions were Special Operations Group's owa Ugited States
and Sourh Vietnamese Air Force transpart and helicopter squadrons, along with U.S. alr Fores Forward
Air Controliers and helicopter units of thé U.S. Army and U.S. Marine Corps. Thesc courageows aviators
often {lew throungh heavy fire to extract Special Operations Group operators from seemingly bopeless
situations, saving lives by selflessly risking their uwn, Special Operations Group's Viermsmese paval
surface forces - instructed and advised by U.5. Navy SEALS - boldly raided North Vietnam's coast and
won surface victaries againsr the North Vieinamese Navy, while indigenous ugeat teams penecrated the
very heartland of North Vietnum. Despite casualties that sometimes became universal, Special Operations
Group’s opcrators pever wavered, but fought throughour the war with the same flair, Gdelity aad
intrepidity that distinguished Special Operations Group from its begioning, The Studies and Observations
Group's eambat prowess, martial skills apd unacknowledged sxcrifices saved many Arerican lives, aond
provide a paragen fer America’s future special operations {orcey,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HAS AWARDED THE

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

TO THE

STUDIES AND OBSERVATION GROUP,
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE
COMMAND, VIETNAM

FOR
EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM IN MILITARY
OPERATIONS AGAINST AN ARMED ENEMY.

24 January 1864 to 30 Aprii 1972

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
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