
Nerntive- SILV:~F. STAR 

Ma,ior )lar5rll11 G. Harrison di~tinl!:Uished hi!"self by I"alJantry in con­

nection with 1"i litary operations al""in8t an OP~csirfl' amed force, deep in 

hosti '8 1 ~rrit()ry, on ~ AnriJ 19'70. 0n tl·,,,t date },,,ior f'arr1son was ()~er­

ating as a ?orward ~ir "~ontrol;erf f :rir" ajrh"rne r~ ay and t('rr c(":\t~r f~r 

a five "an Specia' forces reconnaissaT'ce teem 0T' a classifier! "j s"ion. Sud­

denly, d'Jrin,~ the ro"tine execution af lis duti"", the va'or re~eiv"d al' 

uri!ent ",eSJar's fro!" the team statim' that the',r pClstticm hqd heen comnromjsed, 

and trat they wO'lld "flve to he ,;ithdrawn. Five minut's cater the team W~9 

in heavy contact with a larl"e enerr.y force, ard it hBCMe imnerative that 

trey be e;,tracted hy Ice icopter if they were to survive. "a.ic',. !'IarriBon im­

rr,ed1ately scrambled he:'.1con ter gnnsr.ips and ""ickly rinpoirted U'e bej eal!:Uered 

tean:' 8 lncatinn in heavy triple-can(",y jun1'le. Due to the nroxi!"ity of tee 

ene~;v force and t re reavy autoratic ':!~anons fire they w~re rp.c~;vin" t\-~ 

t'BJn W"S f('r'od t~ r'!l'Y on the 1/a,10r's abi'ity to d"t~""ine t,}'Bir exact nos-

i tion tr:ro', p'r the } im1 ted 11 ge of sirna: in!, devi""s and tl'eir '!Orha 1 d "seri p­

tion of the area, de'endinl' haavi:y on hiselQleet:t knowledl'e of tb", 311r­

rour,din" terrain. Having confi,.",e~ U,,,;'r nosit.ion, Ya-'or Parrison 9AW trRt 

an extraction from trat point w01lld rqve heen imp09~ihl e because nf the 

thick ov?rr.ead cover. l'e inunediately ber'n to vector tre team I!.Wlty fr(',m tre 

hostile e 1 err.ent to a IT'ore suitable ar"a 100 meto~9 distant, wreY''' a f-"Jicon­

t",. niekup could be effected. By the time the tea!"! had evaded to the pick-

up zone, fOl!r helicopter .-unshins had arrived on st"t1"n. Surrounded by 

the enemy and under extelT'ely heavy small arms, autolT'atie weapons, and R-40 

rocket propel! ed prenade fire from the south, the t"am desperately rer-uested 

3600 coverage of their nosition at a distance of 20 meters. Aware that the 



situation was critical, ~'a~or Harrison lost no til!'e in skillfullY directin~ 

the exnenditure of the gunship's ordnance at tre extBemely close desired 

distance around the friendly nosition. After tee first paS8 by tre ~nshins. 

the hostile forces responded with intense autOfl'''tic weanons and B-40 ",round 

to Air fire. Reco/(Tlizing trl't the situ-tion wo,,}d rf!r'uire even ",(lre g1ln-

sri ps to nrotect tics extraction, Ue 1'a.'or nrompt.ly rermested II.not.her f' i O'H 

be sent into the area. The gro"nd to air fir" c')ntil111ed to increase in 

intensity. and t' e gunshjps, teree havinr s'lstTlined n1ll"srous rits, wera r"roed 

to exnend their ordnance more ranid'y than had bl'!"n anticipated, cRusi"p: 

them to leave station before tre sec0nd flip:ht 'lrrived. }'a~or I'arrison was 

once again alone and the sole s11pport of the Speci'll Forcee team, which by 

this time had Bustained 100% casualties. \{ith comnlete disre?ard for hiq 

own safety, the Ya.'or unhesitatin"ly began to expend his 21 H.E. and 7 H. "'. 

rockets along with 2,000 rounds of 7.62 cal. ~nition, carefully cons ervin, 
sources 

his resources and Making repeated passes on the XA&AKtk-tiwkK of the heaviest, 

most intense fire. The intensity of the ground to e.ir fire contl nlled to increase 

with each pa~s as the }'a:or successful'y so',/!:ht to draw fire away fro!': tl1e 

friendlye-el!'ent. On the fourth or fifth pass his OV-lO aircraft SlIstain.,d 

a hit from a" exploding B-40 rocket oro",,1' ed I';reT'"de. Desoite t~is r"ct 

the ¥a,ior "ont.inued his valiant ef"orts to l''''otect the t".'ll!I. 01'1 on" ""Be he 

obs"rved 35-55 of the eT'erny, only 60 meters aWl'.y, and a<lvanciT'1' "'a"id'v toward 

the frif!nd:J..y U' it. Ha.~or Harrison then rolJed in a.nd en~A.!'ed tr~ adv':'lnciTl,-

element, deJiverin" ris ordnance wit~ <lxt",ere accuracy desnne the >-e',,'Y ,,"'ollnd 

to air fire, trereby dest'·oying 10-20 of their nl1mb"r and effective'v 

thwarting tlce attack. The 5itue.tion was furth"r C"lT'p: iCllted when th" e.ir-



borne commander of the :"'ick"o helicopter arri vnd nT' st"tion with !"orQ ..,m-
sr,ips, but was unable to direct the recov","y of th~ reconnaissance teW' 

due to the failure of his c'adios. l'a.lor Farrison '~l1j ~k':v assumed command 

of the newly arrived h*licopter forces, and while he continued to nrovide 

suppressive fire , directed tre extractiop of the Special Forces team and 

the simultaneous ex"enditur'l of the gunships. Ropes -"er" lowered fro!" tre 

heliconter )-,ovQring over tre friendlies, and all ~i ve were recovered, desP} te 

the fact one rlld be"n killed and the refraining four were serious}y wounded. 

l'a,ior Harrison's corrp:ete disregard for his own saf"ty, and r-is "a100"118 and 
were 

deCisive action in U',e face of extreme adversity, XIIJl u1"doubt .. dly r"3"orsir-J.e 

for tb, recov",,.,y of the Snecial Forc .. s teaJ'1, and t},e sov;"" of four 1i,'""" 

By ris p,allantry and devotion to duty, l'a:or I'arshal ' G. Harri~ol' r .. f ' "door, 

great credit unon hirr'se' f and the United :,tllt'!S Air "'o,"ce. 


