Narrative- SILVAE STAR

Major Marsrall G, Harrison distineuished himgelf by rallantry in con-
nection with wilitary operations arainst an opresirg armed force, deen in
hostite tarritery, on ” inril 1970, On that date Mad‘or Yarrisen was o~er-
ating as a Forward Air Tontroller, f'ving airberne re av and ton cov-r far
a five ran Specia’ Forces reconnaissance tezm ~n a classified mis~ion. Sud-
deniy, durins the ro tine exscution of iia duties, the Va‘or rereived an
urgent messare from the team statine that their positicn bad heen comnromised,
and trat they would have to he withdrawn. Five mimut s later the team was
In heavy contact with a large enery force, ard it hecare imperative that
trey be extracted hy he icopter if thev were to survive. Maior Rarrison im-
rediately scrambled helicorter gunships and ouickly rinpoi-ted the heleaguered
tear's location in heavy triple-canory junrle. Due to the vroxirity of the
enery force and tre treavy autoratic weapons fire they ware recaiving, the
t-am w:s for-=d t~ re’y on the ¥aior's ahi”itv to determine thair exact nos~
ition trro:ek the Yimited uae of sipna’ing devices and treir varhal descrip-
tion of the area, de-endine heavily on hisemmeett knowlzdre of the sur-
rourdine terrain. Having confirmed their nosition, Malrr Farricon saw that
an axtraction from thrat point would have heen impossible because of +he
thick ovesrread cover. Ve immediately heg=n to vecter trs team away frem tha
hostile siement to a rore suitable arsa 100 met-ra distant, where a relicon-
ter prickup could be effected. By the time the teem had evaded to the pick-
up zone, four helicopter gunshins had arrived on st~tion. Surrounded by
the enemy and under extemely heavy small arms, autoratic weapons, and B-L0
rocket propel'ed grenade fire from the south, the team desperately recuested

360° coverage of their position at a distance of 20 meters, Aware that the



situation was eritical, Malor Harrison lost no time in skillfully directing
the expenditure of the punship's ordnanes at the extpemely eclose desired
distance arourd the friendly vposition, After tre first pass by the gunshirs,
the hostile forcea responded with intanse antomatic weamona and B-LO eround
to Aair fire, Recognlzing that the situ-tion wo:ld re~uire even more gun-
ships to rrotect the extraction, tre Majier vnremptly reruested another flieht
be seant into the area, The gro'nd to alr fire 2ontimed to increase in
intansity, and t'e gunships, ttrae havinr sustained mursrous hits, were forred
to expend their ordnance more ranidly than had be=n anticipated, cansing
them to leave statiocn bhefore the secrnd flisht arrived, Majior Farrison was
once agein alone and the sole supnort of the Special Forces team, which by
this time had sustained 100% casualties, With comniate disrepzard for his
own safetv, the ¥ajlor unhesitatinely hegen to expoend kis 21 H.E. ard 7 W.P,
rockets along with 2,000 rounds of 7.62 cal. amrunition, carefully conserving
sources
his resources and making repeated passes on the zmEwwokizux of the heaviest,
most intense fire, The intenaity of the ground to air fire continued to increase
with each pass aa the ¥a'or successful'y so:ght to draw fire away from the
friendly e ement, On the fourth or fiftk pass his OV-10 aireraft sustained
a hit from ar exploding B-LO rocket provel’ed grerade. Despite this fact
the Vajor ~ontinued hia valiant efforts to rrotect tre team, “n orne nasgs he
observed 35-55 of the eremy, onlv 60 meters away, and advancine ranidly toward
the friendiy u-it. Ma’or Harrison then rolied in arnd encaged ttre advoncing
element, deliverine Fis ordnance with sxtrere accuracy desrite the reavy erord
to air fire, trereby destroving 10-20 of their numher and effectivelw

thwarting tre attack. The situation was further complicated when the air=-



borne commander of the rickuo helicopter arrived »n station with rore enn-
ships, but was unable to direct the recovery of the reconnalssance tear

due to the failure of his radica. Najor Harrison ~nickly assumed command

of the newly arrived hélicopter forces, and while he contimmed to provide
suppressive fire , directed the extraction of the Special Forces team and

the similtaneous exnenditura of the gunships., Ropes wers lowered from the
helicovtar hovering over the friendlies, and all five were recovered, despite
the fact one rad hesn killed and the reraining four were seriously wounded,
Maior Harrison's corplete disrerard for his own safetyv, and h»is valowreus and
decisive action in the face of extreme adversity, :i:aurdoubtedly rasaorsihle
for the recovery of the Snecial Forces team, and tre ssvine of four lives,

By ris pallantry and devotion to duty, Majer Marahall G, Marrison ref’ented

great credit unon hirse’f and the United States Air “orce,



