








USS_REPOSE (AH-16)

Fram 1959 to 1965 Captain ENGLE served as the When the U.S. Naval Hospital Ship USS REPOSE

Director, Physical Qualifications and Medical
Records Division, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery,
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

sailed for Vietnam on Jamuary 3, 1966 she not only

began another illustrious chapter in her long car-

Captain ENGIE was married in 1943 to Elolse
Hopper of Seattle, Washington, who resides with
their three children in Falls Church, Virginia

eor of humanitarian service, but her new ¥face
1ifting" provided American servicemen with the

finest and most advanced medical treatment in
history. Scores of men working around the clock

at the Naval Shipyard at Hunter's Point in California
campletely overhauled the gallant veteran of World
War IT and Korea. They probed, painted, and
polished her until she looked like new.

THE SHIP AND ITS MISSION

Basically, the REPOSE continues to resemble her
five sister ships of World War IT, which, because
of their hull design, were ideally suited for con-
version into floating hospitals. Her displacement
% is 15,000 tons, which provides smooth sailing for
' patients, even in heavy seas. Her length is 520
feet; her beam is 71 feet 6 inches. ©She has a

cruising radius of 12,000 miles, trav?ling at 17%

nots. There are seven decks, with the cliniecal



spaces being below the waterline so that the more
desirable upper decks may be reserved for wards
and recreation areas., There are sun decks, movlies,
a soda fountain and lounges where recuperating
servicemen may spend time. Two Red Cross workers
are available to those requiring this specialized
gservice. The entire ship is air-conditioned.

In accordance with the Geneva Convention, the
ship is painted white with red crosses on her sides.
She is fully illuminated at all times and carries
no armament, even when sailing in hostile waters.

In all respects, she is a non-cambatant ship of
mercy fulfilling her traditional role of bringing
definitive mediecal care to Army, Navy, Air Force,
Coast Guard and Marine Corps personnel as quickly
and efficlently as possible. She 1s also a floating
medical store house carryling quantities of materials
needed to run a 750 bed hospital. An additional
role the REPOSE has in Vietnam 1s that of a con-
sultation center. Problem cases from field hospltals
ashore can be brought to the specialists aboard ship

where the new dlagnostic and therapeutic equipment

can be utilized. When the work load permits, the
medical personnel aboard the REPOSE are available
to treat South Vietnamese civillans and other
friendly nationals. In fulfilling this secondary
mission, doctors, rurses and corpsmen may go ashore
to help train and work with Vietnamese on & people~
to-people basis. Vilce Admiral Robert B. Brown,
Surgeon General of the Navy states further, We will
make our facilities aboard the REFOSE available for
training selected South Vietnamese doctors and
nurses when this can be done without interfering
with our primary mission,..”

To carry out the multiple tasks assigned the
REPOSE there are 22 Navy Doctors, 3 Navy Dentists,
29 Nurses, a Wave Modical Service Corps officer,

6 Modical Service Corps officers, two chaplains,
ol6 Hospitel Corpsmen and 7 Dental Technicians.
In addition, there are 18 officers and more than
200 men in the crew responsible for the operation
of the ship.

BRIEF HISTORY

Many of the basic facilities, such as the three















equipment and electrically-operated chairs are used
to give patients maximum service while at the same
time reducing pain.

SPIRTTUAL GUIDANCE

REPOSE chaplains - one Protestant and one
Catholie - are doctors of faith, Their personal
spiritusl ministry dispels fear and doubt, which
often accompany disease and injury. The chaplains
instill faith and hope which are health-motivating
and are a vital part of the therapeutlc process.

ADMINISTRATION

The Administrative Division of the hospital
encompasses the fields of personnel, supply, food
service, maintenance and security. The enlisted
hospital corpsmen attached to REPOSE represent
many technical speclalties, the best of training,
and considerable experience in Navy medical depart-
ment facilities.

ON THE LINE
Since her arrival on the scens in Vietnam on

February 16, 1966, attached to the Seventh Fleet,

hundreds of patients, many of them battle casualties,

have been admitted to the hospital or have been

seen in consultation. Of the number admitted

approximately one-third have been air-evacuated Lo

various stateside naval hospitals for further

ment, the remaining two-thirds have recovered

and have returned Lo duty in Vieftan.
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