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Ten n () n t. h 1 11 I:; u LI p sed 5 1 nee () urI it S t g r C" tl t 1 n g s fro m the 

USS RF:pnSr:. Th~ or Ig lnal "S"iI dogs" have long since de­

parted for other dllty stations and now many of their sea 

worthy repllcements are soon to be detached. 

~'"ch has h'pr"n~d 1 0 tho "Ange) of th~ Orl ... nt" during this 

~IP.'tI1. ('h lnHf~ df (llltlll'lltlld 'nrf'1l11)"ln~~ wnrfl hl"ld In Nnvomhor, 

whoo tllt' ,dl\p'.·j. ~'1I11l\1l'ltdlng (l11\c'{H', CHpt:tin E. Mllhnr Wjl~ 

rell<'vcQ h\1 "''I1I..oIn Il.,y Cossom; and In M.,y, when our pro­

sent skipper Captain James Campbell "took over the helm" 

from Captain Gossom and again In September when Captain 

Rudolph Nadbath was relelved as Commanding Officer of the 

hospital by Captain Herbert Markowitz. April marked a sad 

farewell to our Chief Nurse Commander Mary Kovacevich, who 

went to Great Lakes Corps School and we welcomed our new 

mAmnson, Commnnder Lorraine Hankey form Pensacola, Florida. 

Al.u, AI lh" Lr.,ek of dawn un tho 10th of April, we sight­

ad "lIl' .I·;ll,," ·,h II'. t hn Us.,S SANCTUARY, flS she entered Oa­

N.IIl/! 1I, .. h"r r" .. 11", flrHt time. Aft 17 WIIS Indeed" pretty 

sight nlld 1l1llllY ,oj "" wore IIbl" lo tOllr hor and visit with 

t'lid acqu.dntdtlC().~; hnforo wo n£'t Slltt for Suhtc, tlfter for­

ty nino d~lyS "Ull st;lti(ln". 
(; 

Travel wise our "ashore time" has been spent at beloved 

Sublc Bay for routine maintenance and repairs. Although 

not an Rand R port, land Is land and we have enjoyed our 

seven to ten day breathers in Manila and beautiful Baguio 

City. We did visit Hong Kong, December 26 to January 2, 

and the Hilton Hotel, with its room service and wonderful 

bathtubs; sightseeing tours, the shopping and the fittings; 

the Walla Walla boats, candlelight dinners, dancing and a 

glorious New Yaarls Eve won't soon be forgotten. Bangkok, 

Japan, Taiwan .lnct n return to Hong Kong were tentatively 

scheduled but operational commlttments forced their can­

cellations. Singapore though was a real~ty. We arrived 

the 7th of August and berthed alongside the H.M.S. BULWARK 

and the H.M.S. FEARLESS at the H.M.S. Terror Naval Base. 

The Royal Navy proved to be more than a perfect bost. Sev­

IIIIral OQcklA'l pl1rliQA, club luncheonR, Rhlp'lJ dinners w-lth 

h1,ltl14lnt Ie IInppy ilunr r.t"C!lNllInnutR "lld II b"I\l picllic WfIlre 

accordllc1 tlR. lhl8, plus th .. "hupplllg anet "barg"lnlnl\ with 

the InCRl merchants for .. xotlc purclls.es, the colwrCul taxi 



tours. the "taste like more" Pim'scup, Horse's Neck and 
Singapore Slings; the gourmet delicacies, the phone call 
to loved ones at home and, of course, the hotel accommoda­
tions, complete with bathtubs, made the next four days a 
delightful memory. Another highlight of our Singapore 
vl~\t. wn" "Ii" crn'19Inp; of I ho Equ"tor on AUII"llt 6th. All 
REPoSE "pollywogs" wore duly Initiated Into the Solemn 
Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep and became 
worthy, trusted and envied "shellbacks" a truly gory. 
slimy, crazy nnd all around fun event. There are now 
"fJh~11 h,,('ltn" ttl t lin Nnvy Nllrnn rorpn. 

Ship life is confining and yes, even routine to some. how­
ever, the call "flight quarters" soon relieves the mona­
tony. Our newspapers are usually a week or so outdated, 
our coke supply can dwindle and it seems our mail can 
take forever and a day to reach us. Woe is us you say? 
No slreel I GUArnnteed work tnkes up mnny 6n hour but w. 
dO htlv. free time. Song fosts, birthday parties, hall 
snd farewell shindigs, tape sessions, visiting celebratles 
- Martha Raye, Hugh .O'Brien, Raymond Burr, Robert Stack; 
General Greene, Commadant of the Marine Corps, General Walt, 
Commanding Officer Marine Amphibious Forces - Vietnam and 
his replacement, General Cushman; Admiral Brown, the Sur­
geon General of the Navy; our Ambassador to Vietnam, Mr. 
Ellsworth Bunker, General of the Army Omar Bradley, Admiral 
Ward when he presented the Navy Commendation Award to the 
USS REPOSE, our "on camera" appearance when CBS, NBC and 
movie land people were filming our "home away from home". 
the St. Patty's Day celebration, the off broadway specta­
cul~rs .Plntall Folltes" numbar Onft nnd number two In 
~Idrch ,\011 ,lilly. th .. N,\vy NurRo CurpR Annlvtlrllllry, the 
boach partlos at Repose BOlich In Da N'""ng, tho Sunday brunch, 
the steak fries, the Saturday evening buffet, the bridge 
to~rnaments, the showing of home movies, the care packages 
from CONUS and the radio shack "phone patches" are but 
some of our log enterles. 

However, It Isn't all fun and games. We work and we would 
lIke to think, work well. Our doctors are just superb and 
the Lord knows their task Isn't an easy one. Likewise our 
nurses. Crowded word conditions - peak census of six hun­
dred forty seven patients in May - doesn't hamper their 
unheralded performance. Our corpsmen also do not have to 
take a back seat to anyone, as evidenced by the fact that 
the Operating Room was able to effectively run three rooms 
during March, when three hundred ninety one procedures were 
p~rrormed and Agnln In MAy when our figures reached four 
hunrlr .. rl f01lrtpAn. Thlq '''"' ~"~"mplJ"hpd hy .tx tp"hnlcianll 
1',,,1,,,,,,, lnot\po,lQIHP,l ~ttl Ihp l'1h I.A1I\Pp~ .. Npprl1c:q~1=I to flAY, 
Ifla;nv Ild1f:i!.. I::ddeqdcl:ld ath1 IIIH'§",V 1l0111: a Wt:lLd \ltd J 'IlJdHt.. fhtli 
together wtth the learn pertornlance of personnel in the Rp-



covery Room, Intensive Care Unit, Central Supply , Blood Bank 
and Lab, plus the not to be forgotten outstanding ward per­
sonnel, ~akes us proud members of AH 16, humorously known 
In Wes Poc dS Attock Hospital 16; qince we "kissed an oiler 
durtnp, '" T'ef"t,llnp; 0pol~lll.llIl1 !HI .June 12 ref(ulrlng us t.o go 
\Hl t II" '~Pt \"iI"J 1 t 'Jl ;lItc1 II·'! I d·J~ II df 611 it ",iry 1111cl< rbCupal'ri. 

tl~lll ppl"llltl" 11\ ~llllt(· nny. 

All in all, we have indeed been fortunate. Our patient 
tllrnnver hAs ~rontly increased but our fatalities have re­
ol1tnod ill It luw 1.~vol. Our Ill/Iny "chopPf1r touchdowns" h{lve 
htH:t\ dcc1dc,lll fr'(H. thllnkrl to thu ak1ll 01 lho pl1utN ltntl 
tho excolllncf' of <lur ship's lino officers. Our supplies 
can reach an all time low but as of now we've managed to 
have the rIght things at the right timo. Our morale can 
t'lltc"Ir nnw ,\llli thAn, :,Ilmnhow forty to flfly flva dllYS nt 
10,1 C" 11 gl) t til.> h" ,It "r Y" II, hill "n n g t I tlI P 6 Q 0 r l h 0 Ii a l [1 (\ 
torn yDlln~ tlIP11 arriving ill Trl'lgo banishes ull of our dis­
contentments. 

In conclusion our performance since January 1967 to us is 
commendable. We have admitted four thousand eight hundred 
thirteen patients to our wards, accomplished one thousand 
nine hundred forty seven surgical procedures including ten 
open heart operations and one portal caval shunt, landed 
fOllr thousand Rix hundrod sixty five choppers on our flight 
d n c k '" I t h,' III Inc \ cI () nt, "11<1 () n 2 Q .J III Y 0 II r s h I, p W ,I sun d Q r-
w ',I V "I \ h III 1 "' ... \1 t y "I fl h I lid n II L "" lIl1 r" II l:" L 0 l. hoG III f "f T" n -
kIn tIl render ,lss!sLanco to the USS FORRESTAL, which WaS 

burning and hud many seriously injured casualties on board. 

Yes, it has been a good ten months. d We have all gained 
professionally from our experience. Most of us have more 
insight, are more tolerant, more understanding and all 
should leave our beloved "white bucket" better people. We 
might add with more sturdy sea legs too, especially after 
our sick three day encounter with Typhoon Nancy and the 
other squalls that cross our bow. 

In closing accept our apology for the lengthy interval be­
tween the Newletters. lIowever, we do hereby promise to 
be more informative of the latest happenings and events of 
the number one ship in the U,S. NAVY - the USS REPosE. 


