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NOTES

Notes to Pages |1 - 3

Introduction

! The Kit Carson Scouts program was established in the Spring of 1966, and was made up of
Hoi Chanh who served along with American units to provide them with information on the VC
and to serve as guides through the countryside. The scouts were paid by the United States
government.

? “The Kit Carson Scout Program, 1966-1968,” Chieu Hoi Division, 1618-07A Kit Carson
Scouts; General Records; Chieu Hoi Division; Office of Psychological Operations and Chiey
Hoi; CORDS MR2; Military Assistance Command, Vietnam; Records of the United States
Forces in Southeast Asia, Record Group 472; National Archives at College Park, College
Park, MD,

%The Chieu Hoi Program,” 1601-06A: Orientation and Briefing Files-Memos and Circulars:
General Records; Chieu Hoi Division; CORDS MRI; Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam; Records of the United States Forces in Southeast Asia; Record Group 472; Natjonal
Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.

* For geographical locations of the four military regions, see the map of South Vietnam in
Appendix.

*Joint Table of Distribution, February 1971, Joint Tables of Distribution; Civil Operations and
Rural Development Support; Military Assistance Command, Vietnam; Records of the United
States Forces in Southeast Asia; Record Group 472; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

“The few which have been published include: Dale W. Andradé, Adshes to Ashes; The Phoenix
Program and the Vietnam War (Lexington: Lexington Books, 1990); William A.
Nighswonger, Rural Pacification in Vietnam {New York: Federick A. Praeger, 1966); and
Richard A. Hunt, Pacification (Boulder; Westview Press, 1995).

" One exception is Askes to Ashes; The Phoenix Program and the Vietnam War, by Dale
Andradé. Mr. Andradé is one of the first people to make an effort to sift through the actual
records of the program as well as conducting dozens of interviews with participants. Many
other authors have relied upon hearsay and have not put the program in the context of the
entire American advisory effort.

* Chieu Hoi and Phoenix overlapped and at times worked in conjunction with one another.
Both were counterinsurgency efforts which worked to defeat the Viet Cong in South Vietnam.
Chieu Hoi, however, was a clemency program that attempted to weaken the VC, Viet Cong
Infrastructure (VCI), or NVA by encouraging them to rally, whereas the Phoenix program was
a specific attempt to destroy the VCI.

N&) ’Chieu Hoi and Phoenix overlapped and at times worked in conjunction with one another.
/ Bother were counterinsurgency efforts which worked to defeat the Viet Cong in South
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Notes to Pages 3-8

Vietnam. Chieu Hoi, however, was a clemency program that attempted to weaken the VC,
Viet Cong Infrastructure, or NVA by encouraging them to rally, where as the Phoenix program
was a specific attempt to destroy the VCI. Some Phoenix books which mention the Chieu Hoi
program are the previously mentioned Askes to Ashes by Dale W. Andradé and Mark Moyar,
Phoenix and the Birds of Prey (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1997).

'°H.R. McMaster, Dercliction of Duty; Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, and the Lies that Led to Vietnam (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1997). Some
examples of other books which do discuss counterinsurgency warfare are: Timothy J.
Lomperis, From People's War to People’s Rule: Insurgency, Intervention, and the Lessons of
Vietnam {Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1996: Paul B. Rich and Richard
Stubbs, editors, The Counterinsurgent State: Guerilla Warfare and State-Building in the
Twentieth Century (New York: St. Martins Press, 1997); and D. Michael Shafer, Deadly
Paradigms: The Failure of U.S. Counterinsurgency Policy (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1988),

""Daniel C. Pollock, De McLaurin, Ronald. ct. al, The Art and Science of Psychological
Operations: Case Studies of Military Application, Volume One (Washington, DC: American
Institute for Research, Washington, DC, 1976) 10.

12 Larry Cable, Conflict of Myths: The Development of American Counterinsurgency Doctrine
and the Vietnam War (New York: New York University Press, 1986) 5-6.

" Hess, Gary, “the Unending Debate: Historians and the Vietnam War,” Diplomatic History
1994 18(2): 239-264.

" Ibid. Hess lists works which fall into the “Clausewitzian” model including: Bruce Paimer,
I, The 25-Year War: America’s Military Role in Vietnam (Lexington, KY: University of
Kentucky, 1984); Phillip B. Davidson, Vieinam at War: The History, 1946-1975 (Novato, CA:
Presidio Press, 1988); and Shelby Stanton, The Rise and Fall of an American Army:U.S.
Ground Forces in Vietnam, 1965-1973 (New York: Presidio Press, 1985)

" Ibid. Hess lists works which fall into the “Hearts and Minders” model including: David
Hackworth and Julie Sherman, About Face (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1989) and
Andrew Krepinevich, The Army and Vietnam (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University, 1988).

“‘Harry Summers, On Strategy; A Critical Analysis of the Vietnam War (Novato, CA: Presidio
Press, 1982)

17 Harry Summers, On Strategy, 76.

®Harry Summers, On Straregy, 76.

PAndrew Krepinevich, The Army and Vietnam

Y Andrew Krepinevich, The Army and Vietnam, 41.
*! Andrew Krepinevich, The Army and Vietnam, 268.

“Richard A. Hunt, Pacification; The American Struggle for Vietnam's Hearts and Minds
(Boulder, CQ: Westview Press, 1995) 279,
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Notes to Pages § - 14

*Richard A. Hunt, Pacification, 212.
* Ibid.
 Koch, Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 108,

% This was also true of many American advisors and other personnel who worked with the
South Vietnamese.

7 Koch, Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 43,
Chapter 2 : Chieu Hoi Writ Large: A Brief Overview of the Program’s History and Operations

'Ken Conboy, et. al., The NVA and Viet Cong (London: Osprey Publishing, 1991) 8.

% Cao Van Vien, Truong, Ngo Quang et. al., The Indochina Monographs; The U.S. Advisor
(Washington, DC: U.S. Army Center of Military History 1980} 122.

’ The Strategic Hamiet program was the first pacification initiative of the Diem government.
"Strategic Hamlets” were artificial hamlets created by the government, fortified by local
defense forces and

neighboring reaction forces and populated with relocated South Vietnamese. The hamlets
aimed to unite the Vietnamese people, involve them in government affairs, and improve
overall living standards. They were a doomed effort and failed within a few years,

‘1.A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, xix.

*Department of State Airgram from American Embassy Saigon to Department of State, April
18, 1963, subject: Chieu Hoi Program; POL 26-1 Counter Insurgence, S Viet; Political and
Defense; 1963 Subjectnumeric File: Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59;
National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD,

°J.A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 59.

"William F Johnston, “Neglected Deterrent: Psychological Operations in Liberation Wars.”
Transition, Nos. 12 and 13, (January 1968): 56.

*J.A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 60.
"William A. Nighswonger, Rural Pacification in Vietnam {(New York: Praeger, 1966), 159.

“Cecil B. Curry, Edward Lansdale; The Unquiet American (Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, 1988)
98.

"Cecil B. Curry, Edward Lansdale, 98.

21hid.
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Notes to Pages 15 - 20

”Airgram from American Embassy Saigon to Department of State, POL 18, Provincial,
Municipal, and State Government; S Viet, Political and Defense; 1963 Subjectnumeric F ile;
.Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

“Airgram from American Embassy Saigon to Department of State, POL 18, Provincial,
Municipal, and State Government, S Viet, Political and Defense, 1963 Subjectnumeric File;
Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

¥ Armed Propaganda Teams were based on ex-insurgent psychological warfare teams used in
the Philippines, Malay, and Algeria. These teams were comprised of ex-Viet Cong who had
rallied under the Chiey Hoi Program. These paramilitary units became the primary “action-
arm” of the Ministry of Chieu Hoi used for proselytizing the enemy to rally to the side of the

GVN. They were living proof that the GVN did not kill or mistreat Viet Cong ralliers. Koch,
VA, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 93.

' The Chieu Hoi Program, Questions and Issues, 1601-06A; Orientation and Briefing Files
Memos and Circulars, 1970; General Records; Chieu Hoi Division, CORDS MR 1; Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam: Records of the United States Forces in Southeast Asia;
Record Group 472; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.

" The FWMAF consisted of fhose countries supporting the GVN fight against the North.
They included the U.S., the Australians, and the Koreans.

"*The equivalent of $10.00 U.S. in 1973.

" Koch, 1.A., The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 93.

“Ibid,

Hbid.

2The Kit Carson Scouts program was established in the Spring of 1966, and was made up of
Hoi Chanh who served along with American units to provide them with information on the VC
and to serve as guides through the countryside. The scouts were paid by the United States
government.

®David W.P. Elliott Collection, Cornell University, File No. DT-29, Roll 1, 6.

* David W.P. Elliott Collection, File No. DT-29, Roll 1, 15.

» David W.P. Elliot Collection, File No. DT-29, 15,

*David W.P. Elliott Collection, File No. DT-29, 15.

“David W.P. Elliott Collection, File No. DT-29,18.

% Neil L. Jamieson, Understanding Vietnam (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993)
310.

* David W.P. Elliott Collection File No. DT-29, 4, 16

113



Notes to Pages 20 - 26

**David W.P. Elliot Collection, File No. DT-29, 11,
*'David W.P. Elliot Coliection, File No. DT-29, 9.

*2J M. Carrier, and C.A.H Thomson, Vietcong Motivation and Morale: The Special Case of
Chieu Hoi, (Rand Corporation, RM-4830-2-ISA/ARPA) May 1966, x.

“Leaflets Hit Billion Mark!” Article from “Stars and Stripes;” Organizational History; 4™
Psyops Group; Records of the United States Forces in Southeast Asia, Record Group 472;
National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD,

34J.M., Carrier, and C.A H. Thomson, Vietcong Motivation and Morale, x.; Airgram from
American Embassy Saigon to Secretary of State, Washington, Bunce Highlights, February 22,
1963; POL 27 Military Operations S Viet, Political and Defense; 1963 Subjectnumeric Fi le;
Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

*Leaflet from the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 1 1th Armored Cavalry S3 Operational
Reports-Lessons Learned, May 1-July 1967; Records of the United States Forces in Southeast
Asia, Record Group 472; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.,

*Leaflet from 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment Operational
Reports-Lessons Learned, May 1-July 1967; Records of the United States Forces in Southeast
Asia, Record Group 472, National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.

"David W.P. Elliot Collection, File No. DT-29, 23,
**David W.P. Elliot Collection, File No. DT-29, 24,
¥ 1A, Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 103.

“William A. Nighswonger, Rural Pacification in Vietnam, 159.

“'Airgram from American Embassy Saigon to Department of State, Chieu Hoi Program, April
18, 1963; POL 26-1 Counter Insurgence S. Viet; Political and Defense; 1963 Subjectnumeric
File, Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

“).A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 21,

43Airgram from American Embassy Saigon to Department of State, Provincial Series Report
#6 - Progress and Change in the Vietnamese Countryside, July 18, 1963; POL 18, Provincial,
Municipal, and State Government, S.Viet; Political and Defense, 1963 Subjectnumeric File,
Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59; National Archives and Records
Administration, College Park, MD

“Airgram from American Embassy Saigon to Department of State, Provincial Series Report
#7- Initial Reactions to Overthrow of Diem Regime, November 12, 1963; POL 26, Rebellion
Coups, Insurgency S.Viet, Political and Defense; 1963 Subjectnumeric File; Records of the
Department of State, Record Group 59;National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.

“J.A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Victnam, 22,
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“Ibid.

“Ibid.

*Ibid.

“Ibid,

*Ibid.

3! Memorandum for CORDS, I, I1, 11l and [V (CTZs), from MACCORDS-CH, 16 January

1969, Subject: Chieu Hoi Operational Memorandum No. 1/69: Administration and Operation
of Armed Propaganda Teams, personal collection of Ogden Williams,

1A, Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 22.

*Robert Komer, Bureaucracy at War; US Performance in the Vietnam Conflict (Boulder:
Westview Press, 1986) 87.

*J.A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 25,

* Cao Van Vien; Ngo Quang Truong; Dong Van Khuyen, et. al., Indochina Monographs, The
U.S. Advisor, (Washington, DC: U.S. Army Center of Military History, 1980) 145.

* Ibid,

“"William A. Nighswonger, Rural Pacification in Vietnam, 223,

1A, Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 25.

*J.A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 26

Ibid.

*'Ibid.

“Ogden Williams, End of Tour Report—1969; MACCORDS Chieu Hoi; Records of the
United States Forces in Southeast Asia, Record Group 472; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

S1A. Koch, The Chieu Hoi Program in Vietnam, 28.

& Fullbright Package, Green Book, Chicu Hoi; Folder 9, p.21 Annex X, 1601-11A Chieu Hoi;
Volume 4 (Fulbright Case); Military Assistance Command, Vietnam/CORDS CICY

Pacification Documents; Records of the Army Staff, Record Group 319; National Archives at
College Park, College Park MD.

* Robert Komer, 10 August 1966 report, “Giving A New Thrust to Pacification;” Komer
Washington Papers; Records Of Robert W. Komer, 1948-1968; Executive Secretariat, Entry
5045; Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59, National Archives at College
Park, College Park, MD.
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b Fullbright Package, Green Book, Chieu Hoi; Folder 9, p.21 Annex X, 1601-11A Chieu Hoi;
Volume 4 (Fulbright Case); Military Assistance Command, Vietnam/CORDS CICV
Pacification Documents; Records of the Army Staff, Record Group 319; National Archives at
College Park, College Park MD.

“Fullbright Package, Green Book, Chieu Hoi; Folder 9, p.20 Annex X, 1601-114 Chieu Hoi;
Volume 4 (Fulbright Case); Military Assistance Command, Vietnam/CORDS CICY
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