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New York. NY. 

Nov. 15. 1980 

Dear Mike, 
I enclose a Reader's Di~est reprint which I wish you 

would malte a point of readi~ carefully . You recall our story on the 
Hmone refueees in Tha1land which you did in 1979. Well . th1s is a 
follow _up al the most horrific s1ncle aspect of that story, na~ely the 
use of chem1cal warfare absinst the Hmone. I am informed that there are 
now only about 70,000 left 1n Laos who remain a11'1re, out of a popula t10n 
that numbered up to 500,000 in 1960. 'fhe remnante Uve larbely 1n caves 
to escape the ohel'l1cals dropped fl'om the a.ir . eat lareely root. because 
the crops and exposed Junt.le plante are contaminated. and drink from 
holes they scrape in the ~round stce the normal water sources are 
poisoned. ~Vbiously they are dyinb off fast . and many are now too weak 
even to try to escape. 

I have eome hope that the new AQ~inlstratlon may consider 
some stepts to help these people that have not been taken heretofore, 
but 1n the private se~tor much can also be done . International public 
op10100 could be a powerful factor . Which brines me to the poInt of this 
letter . 

If 1:V cameras had cO'lrered the holocaust 1n Auschwitz, it 
wou.ld not have happened. If '1' V cameras could c over the exterm1nat1on 
of the Hmong. it mis-ht stop also. But how " I believe that CBS could 
find. preeu.mably 1n France and other fore1~ eou.ntr1e8, a team of camera_ 
men willine to be Infiltrated into Laos to f1lm the life of the Hmone 
vIctims of ~enoc 1de. I mention France oecauee it seems to "'oduce the 
kinds of people who do spec tal storles for paris Match. or the Jac<].ues 
Coueteau types _ individua11sts. ad'lrenturer a and idealists . I don t 
kno~1 whether ebeh a dramatic story would fall within the pu.rvlew of 
"60 M1outee" or of a CBS Special, bu.t it would be sensational, do a lot 
of t;,ood , and demonstrate how far '1' V e overabe can !!,O if animated by 
coura~e and talent . 

I do not think this idea is totally impracticable . There 
are plebty of people who wou.ld eO into Laos . L1cht mobile handcarr1ed 
eqUipment is available. Bmonb tu.idee re~ularly eO back and forth between 
the ca~ps you visited and the areas where the ~aseine takes place . 
Cloth1ne and masks to protect the crews could be carr1ed, and freeze _ 
dr1ed food . The result cou.ld be a story more dramatI0 , even if 
horrifyine. than anythl~ probably ever to be shown on TV. Its impact 
on world opin10n coUld be enormous. It ml~ht do more to save the remnants 
of a victimized people than anythina else that could be done. 

~leaee thInk about this. 

'l'han~ 

~den Williams 


