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the conclusion that some chemical agent or agents were being used

in Lacs during the period in gquestion, as part of the Lao government's

effort to bring the Hmong under its control.
Tﬂe vears of enmity between the Emong and the lowland
Lzo and Vieinamese have leit bitternecss on both . sides.
During the Tndochina wars, one faction of the Hmong wWorked
with the Lao and Vietnamese ccmmunists. However, the majority
of the Zmong supported French and later Lmerican efforts to forestall

a2 Vietnarcce communist victory in Lees. With their unmatched

ﬁ

ckills as guerrilla fichters, the Hmong pla: ‘ed an important military
role for both the U.S. and France. When the Communists came

to power in Vientiane in 1975, a few Hmong cettled under lLao-Vietramese
control semi-voluntarily. Rowever, many of the Hmong who

had been allied with the French and the U.S. continued their cuerrilla

resistznce in remote upland arcas, threatening land communicetions
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2nd attacking isolated Lao zpd Vietnawose units. Gther
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Ymong tribes, &t lessu LOOSE o zre sormer LollowsIs cf Ceneral
vang Feo and their f--ilies in ?hu =iz and Fhn Ma Thao.

The Lao Government, with StsONg vietnemese assistance, 185 wWagind
a2 military cimpesicn against the 300,000 Zmong.  This CENbEcH ig zired

where they can be more eazsily controlled. The government contends

that such resettlement is cscentlal Lo 1t5 cecurity. It fears
foreign support of the Hmon insurgency if the Hmong are left in

remote areas. It 1s also the policy of the Tao. Government TO put

=n end to the Emcng traditicnal cractice of slash an nd burn
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agriculture which, results each Year, in the destruction of valuable
timber, one of Laos's few natural resources.
ctical effect of this campaign has been to create Qre
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hardship for many Emong, resulting in the flicnht to Thailand_gf
epproximately one fifth of the “mong popula tion ci LzoSs.
Beginning in 1874, and gradually increasing in fregucency in
1676 and 1977, there were reports of vse of poiscn g¢zs by L&O and
Vietnzmese troops ageinst insurgent #mong tribes. 211 of the
reports on this subject referred to air delivery of a chemical
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cympteoms of the illnesses caused vary widely. Several reports told of
nemical attacks on Lmong villages under the ccntrol of the
L.ao Covernnment.

T ghould emphasize that as we have heard it has been very difficult
to obtain physical evidence of poison gas. Some of the symptoms cdescribed
could peocssibly result from materials other than lethal poison gas, €.4.,
defoliants, riot control agents, phesphorous shells, etc. The chysical
evidence of most toxic agents normally éissipates very rapidly. 1In
zddition persons severely aifected by toxic agents would be uﬁable to
survive the long journey to Thai refugee camps and this, in effect, has
ruled out the possibility of physical examination.

Nevertheless, as we can see in the materials released today, we
believe that the reports are numerous enough to warrent our attention
and concern.‘ In 1977 we had begun a dialogue with U.S. agencies and. other
governments as well as with Lao officials in which we sought to focus
concern on the welfare of Hmong caught up 1in Lab-Vietnamese resettlement
schemes. The Chairman has already mentioned our diplomatic efforts in
this regard. In early October, 1978, we specifically raised our concern
about the reports of gas use in Laos with the Lao Chargeé d'affaires
in Washington. Later in October, Assistant Secretary Richard Holbrooke
in Vientiane reiterated to the Laoc leaders our concern over Hmong human
rights and other issues relating to them.

Still later in 1978, the State Department directed U.S5. diplomatic
missions in the area to seek further information on the possible

use of poison gas against the Hmong.
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"In late-September of this year, an Zrmy medical team wWas
dispatched to Thailand to interview Hmong who claimed to have

xnowledge of gas attacks in Laos. The:team interviewed over 40
eyewignesses and produced a report which reinforced the.findings co
of the June investigation and elaborated 1n dreater detéil the
symptomology of the alleged victims. Dr. Lewis has discussead his
findings in detail. I can assure yéu that we will very strongly

raise Dr. lewis's findings with various governments 1n a manner

similar o our Zemarches rzsed on the June report.

&s recently as October 4, hesistant Secretary Holbrooke met with .

-

1a0 Acting Foreign Minister Khamphay Boupha in New York and éxpressed
deep U.S. concern &bout reports that poison gas was heing used in
Lzo0s. The Lao, as in the peast, rejected the allegetions.

As Chairman Wolff has noted, we have received no reports of the

n

use of "poison gas" in Laos later than June 1972, providirng some hope

e vefore that tima
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value, we are concerned by and investigating refugee reports.

We do not have the volume of reporting from Kampuchea at thi

time that we have seen frecm Leos. We are;, however mcnitoring
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developments related to reports of gas use in Kampucheca Very closely.
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e note thet in XKempuchea, Vietnamese forces, and their allies,

face a ouverilla resistance, often Lased in rugced and relatively

chat our concern eébout these reporis related to 2ll of Indiochina.

In sum, Mr. Chairman, on the basis of very cketchy reporis O

.~

cas vse in Lzos, over a year ago, we acted to excand our knowledg

on the guestion. Operating on the hagis that the mounting nurber
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of repcrts, give thnem collective weicht,
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cp concern, we nhave
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we will continue to scrutinize developmen

are prepered to use diplcmatic end public pressure on the Vietnamese

should we cdevelop additional information pointing to pecssible
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use in Kampuchea.



