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reported to have occurred fro~ 197~ to 2S TE2sntly as :·~ay 1979. 

F.S ~,:e D2..\;e alre3.dy ~e2rd, \-;e do :-lot heve 2!:;sol ute proof of t~ese 

the c·oncliJsion that some che~ical agent or 2sents \-.~ere being used 

In Laos during the period in question, as part of the Lao government's 

effort to biing the Hmong un~er its control. 

The years of enmity between the Hmong and the lowland 

Lao and Vietn2~ese have left bitter~e£s on both;sides. 

During the Indochina \~a~s, One faction of the E~ong ~orked 

\.,1ith the Lao and Vietn2);-lese cO:llJ-:1unists. HO~Ever, the majority 

of t:.he }1J:":ong sL!pported ?re!lch and later ~!.Jneric2n efforts to forestall 

skills as gL!errilla ficfht.ers, the lI~no!lg plGyed an i~!portc.:lt JLt:hJ-itc:try 

role for both the U_S. 2nd France. h'hen the CO:;Turlunists came 

to pcwer in Vientiane in 1975, a few Emcng settled under l,ao-Vietr~~ese 

control semi-voluntarily. 

had been allied with the French and the U.S. continued their g~errilla 

resis"t2nce in re,liote uplc.2'"!d areas I threatening 12!l.d co~~--:'.unicatio:;.s 

2~d attacking isolated Lao aDd Vietn&~ese ~nits. 
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~he Lao GO~.ler::'!:i-2nt/ y.,.-i th sti-ong Vietnc:..::L2se assistance / lS \·'"2ging 

ult~~ately at resettling them, pri~arily in the lowlands ~nd plains 

where they can be more easily controlled. The governQent contends 

that such resettlement is essEntial to its security. It fears 

'. 
foreign support of the Bmong insurgEncy if the Broong are left in 

re,,-;ote areas. It is also the policy of the La~Government to put 

an end to the Emong traditic~al pr~ctice of sl~sh 2nd burn 

agriculture which, results each year/ in the ~estruction of v21~able 

ti17l;::,er / one of Leos's fe\\7 natural resources. 

The practical effect of this c~~paign has been to cr2a~e great 

hardship for ~c..~y H~o~g, resulting in the flight to Thailal~d of 

approximately one fifth of the ~mong population of Laos. 

Eegin~1ing in 1974, and graa~al1y increasi!lg in freqtlCncy In 

1976 and 1977, there were reports of ~se of poison 93S by L20 and 

Vietn2mese troops ag2inst insurge~t ~~Do~g tribes. _"II of the 

reports on this subject referred to air delivery of a che~ical 

agent (or agents) c3uslng ill~2ss or C2ath. 



synptoms of the illncss~s caused vary widely. Several reports told of 

repeated chemical attacks on ~iGo~g villages ~nder the centrol of the 

Lao Gover~ment. 

I sho~ld e~phasize that 2S we have heard it has been very difficult 

to obtain physical evidence of poison gas. Some of the sYffiptoms described 

could possibly result from materials other than lethal poison gas, e.g., 

defolia~ts, yiot control agents, phcs?horous shells, etc. The physical 

evidence of most toxic agents normally dissipates very rapidly. In 

addition pe~sons severely affected by toxic agents would be unable to 

survive the long journey to Thai refugee camps and this, in effect, has 

ruled out the possibility of physical examination. 

Nevertheless, as we can see in the materials released today, we 

believe that the reports are numerous enough to warrent our attention 

and concern. In 1977 we had begun a dialogue with U.S. agencies and other 

governments as well as with Lao officials ln which we sought to focus 

concern on the welfare of Hmong caught up in La6-Vietnamese resettlement 

schemes. The Chairman has already mentioned our diplomatic efforts in 

this regard. In early October, 1978, we specifically raised our concern 

about the reports of gas use in Laos with the Lao Charge d'Affaires 

in Kashington. Later in October, Assistant Secretary Richard Holbroohe 

in Vientiane reiterated to the Lao leaders our concern over Hm?TIg human 

rights and other issues relating to them. 

Still later in 1978, the State Department directed U.S. diplomatic 

missions in the area to seek further information on the possible 

use of poison gas against the Hmong. 
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In :~arch, the u.s. reF~es2~tative to t~2 35t~ se5s~on c£ the 

of ::::e sl?2cifiC2.11y r2.isi~g the- i~sue USe of 

pOlson gas in Lacs agai~st this tri~al minority. 

lTI ~~ailand to i~te~view H~iong claiThing to be e~e~it~esses an6/or 

victims of poison gas attacks in Laos. The State Department repre-

sentative also visited Vientiane where he discussed the problem 

with yariou~ diplomatic missions and the seni6r UN representative 
.... 

in Laos. He raised the problem directly with the Lao Foreign Ministry, 

noting that he had been assigned to seek eviden~~ of "gas" use from 

among E~ong refugees in Thailand~ l~orking with S110ther officer 

from the ~~erican Consu12te in Udorn Thailand/ he co~pleted a report 

in June based on over 20 interviews with Emong who clai~ed to be 

eyewit~Esses and/or victims. The report concluded that 

ba.sed on these intervie\o,ls/ there \·;as reason to believe that ~.Qme , 

chemical agent was being employed in Laos. Also, during this mission, 

the two State Department representatives received from Hmong refugees 

two samples of ~aterial that the Emong claimed to be "poison gas 

residue" collected at the sites of two attacks in Laos. jo)e have 

already heard from the medical people about the difficulties here. 
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the ~at~er with their alli~s. 

have stood behind t~ese 2S5er~~01~S. 

tion developed in these reports to other gover~~ents, .·as~ing each 

Thus far, 

. In late-September of this year, an Arllly medica-l teCim \<;as 

dispatched to' Thailand to interview Bmons \.;;ho claimed to have 

knowledge of gas attacks in Laos. The'team interviewed over 40 

eyewitnesses and produced a report which reinforced the findings 

of the June investigation and elaborated in gr~ater detail the 

symptomology of the alleged victims. Dr. Lewis has discussed his 

findings in detail. I can assure you that we will very strongly 

raise Dr. Lewis's findings with various governments in a ;~2]1ner 

similar to our ~e~arches based on the June report~ 

As recently as October 4, Assistant Secretary Holbrooke met with 

Lao Acting Foreign Minister Khamphay Eoupha in New York and ~x?ressed 

deep u.s. concern about reports that poison gas ~as being used In 

Laos. The L20, as in the P2st, rejected the allegations. 

As ChairJllan hfo1ff has noted, \I;e have received no' reports of the 

use of 11poison gas" in Laos later than June 1979, providing some hope 

that, Khc~ever ~lay !"Jave bEen taking place .before that tirlie 
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~ef~gee r~ports of ~pparent g2S Rttac~s that ~~2re in sc~e instances 

valUE, we are concerned by and investigating refugee reports. 

hIe do not have tJ-le volume of r2porting from KCi::T:?uchea at this 

time ~hat w~ have seen from Laos. Ke are, however ~cnitoring 

develo~~Ents related to reports of gas use In Kampuchea very closely_ 

~'~e note t}:at l!1 ~c:..::iFuchea I Vietr:2sese forces I c;.f!d their allies I 

f2ce a s"Cellilla rcsist2.!1ce, oftE.?n ;:·2.sE:d In rLlgged and relativelY 

inaccessible terrain, much as they do In Laos. In our der;.a.rcl-~es 

to -:.he Vietn2?12Se end SoviEts I TliE:ntioned a~ove I \':e ;':2ce it clear 

that Gur cc,~c~rn 2~GUt these re?orts related to all of In(ochina. 

In 5Uffi, ~~r. Chairman, on the b~sis of very £}~0tchy rcporss of 

gas ~se in ~~os, over a year ago, we acted to ex?and our knO\11e~ge 

on the C;".2estioTl. Operating On the basis that the mo~~~ti~g ~urb0rs 

of reports, give them collective ~~eisht, and on our convictiol) t~at, 

given their subject ~atter ~arr~J1t2d our deep co~cern, \;e have 

also for o~er a year used diplo~~atic channels to dra~~ them to the 
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~icht ~,ossib~y choose to rely on lethal ch22~c21 ~~ents, if they 

so, c..S 

'~e will continue to scrutinize d~velop~ents in Kamp~c~~~a and 

are prepared to use diplomatic and public pressure on the Vietn2.mese 

should ~e ~evelop additional information pointing to possible l1gas
11 

use lD Kampuchea. 


