
Office of the A.sistant Chief of Staff, CORDS 

HACCORDS-CH 

Colonel Volney Warner 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Volney, 

1 March 1968 

As you see, I finally waa able to return to Vietnam. One of the 
firat things 1 did waa to check on your report that Hoi Chanh from the 
National Center had redefected and helped the VC. MY inatincts about 
Vietnam developed over a long time led me to have lome doubt about the 
accuracy of your inforaation while still in Waahington and I am pleaaed 
to report that there ia no foundation whatsoever for the story sccording 
to the people Who were on duty all during thia period. On the contrary, 
we have been unable to confir. any ,pecific caaea of redefection through­
out the country, although admittedly our inforaation is not yet fully 
preciae. We do know that the Armed Propaganda Team. acquitted themselves 
outatandingly in all areaa except Dalat Where the ao-called team conaiated 
of five tired Hontagnarda who could not read or write. 

1 attach a copy of a Miniatry document Which illuatrate, aome of the 
achievement a of Chieu Hoi peraonnel during the recent emergency. From 
What our people know to date, the Chieu Hoi program haa not been aubatan­
tially damaged by the VC attacks. Like other pacificetion elements, Chieu 
Hoi Centers were only eing1ed out for attack When they lay in the path of 

/ 

a general VC offenaive towarda a town or city. At the moment, one doea 
not know what the next VC move will be. If they attack again and fail 
again, then the paycho10gical reaction could bring ua in a lot of returnee •• 

You may be intere.ted to know that .y impre.aion of Saigon on return­
ing confirms What ha. univer.ally been my experience in aix yeara here, 
and that ia that local eventa are inevitably blown up by t he preaa so that 
they appear out of all context in the Statea. Life in Saigon seems to go 
on much aa before. 

I would appreciate anything you can do to correct the apparent miain­
formation concerning the performance of Hoi Chanh, Which is unjuat to them 
and reflect, badly on a program which should be aupported. 

Yours aincerely, 

Ogden Willi ... 

Encl. a/s 


