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Dear Jerry, 

May 2, 1967 

Many thanlta tor your letter of April 19. One of my partieular 
ains is that when involved in operation. here in Viet Nu, I tend to 
forget that Wuhington even exists, and do not eend bsek .. terials 
whieh you really should have. This aetually did me a lot of hUll in 
1964 when I arrived hOlM! after going all out on the Rural Affairs 
progr8lll, only to have Stoney and other people eurioul as to what I had 
been doing all that tbe. 

In regard to your 8peeifie requeata, here are the answerl: 

(1) Handling of Returnees . The high level of returnees who 
e_ in septeJiber anCl Mareh has dee lined to a IIOre normal plateau of 
between 600 and 700, at the ~t, and thia hu already eued our 
handling proble. . As you know, we have budgeted suffieient fundi in 
1967 to double the eapaeity or all the eenters in Viet ND. At long 
last, th18 eonstruetion lIIOney is DOW in the provine .. , and rainy lea80n 
pera1tting, will g. ahead and giving UI the eapaeity to handle 45,000 
returneea in six 2-'eDl1th iner_nts . This nlDlber , ine1dentally 18 what 
I undertook to set up as a target for our Chieu Hoi proer .. for 1967. 
Lut s~ ad tall, people eritieized u. for thinking too big and 
tying up good lIOOey, and mre reeently, they eritieized us for thinking 
too s .. ll. Sueh 18 the "thruhing" of the beauer.tie resptmae, but we 
eontinue to hope to get in the ranle of 45,000 this year J Nevertheless, 
by direet order of Allbaesador Porter and HI'. KOller we have eltabli.hed a 
progru to hndle an additional 50,000 people (over and above the 45,000) 
who hypothetieally should eOlll! in during 1967. Thh. involved tnporary 
shelters, and we are now proeesaing loeal proeurellllDt to per1Iit ereeting 
such shelter. to leeep 50,000 people at one till!!. Th18 11 elearly neessive 
to our needs, but the eapaeity will be available for rufu~ees or others . 
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Procurement docu.ents are now in the Regions . and I can anticipate scre ... hOIl the people who will have to stockpile thia luIIber. We have also earurked an additional 875 !lillion Piasters with the progru office. to take care of the various allowances for food. spending money, resettlement. etc. 

(2) The Armed Propaganda Tea118 n the whole have performed with diltinction. As you know. they co. under the Chieu Hoi Province directors, the Province Chiefs and the appropriate District Chiefs for operational cuidance . For one exUlple, Hajor Ozaki. the KACV 8-2 liaison in Danang just reported that the Hue Ar1Ied Propaganda Teu had contacted and killed lIore VC in the IIIOnth of April that the entire ARVN regiment in the SIUlle Province . You uy be aware that during the operation in which Bernard Fall was unnecessarily killed. an ArMd Propaganda Teu was attached to aU . 8 . Marine unit . The Marines were pinned down by heavy VC fire and an APT .. lIber not only rescued the several Marines under fire . but also seized a Harine uchine gun. ran out, alung it to a low tree and laid down enough fire t o perait the Marines to get IIIOving again. The assistance of the APT in providing continuoua intelligence. sensing ubushes in advance and locating booby traps was outstanding. One of them alao pointed out to Bernard Fall the !line which latar killed hi.. but when firing began, he becue con­fused and tripped the !line anyway. To 11)1 knowledge there was one case of VC planting an agent in an APT so .. aonths ago in An Xuyen. The culprit wu apprehended. Nevertheless the Armed Propaganda Te ... are unquestionably one ot the great potential toola for use in winning the war in Viet Nu. John Vann has told lie that when he wu in Hau Nghia in the fall of 1965. the APT had the best combat record ot any torce in the Province. including U. 8 . In a little while. I will send you a copy of a paper on this subject and which we prepared for lade Lathr ... 

(8) Vocational Trainin and Jobs . Recently. with strong encouragement rom us. U8AID up two former RMK vocational training facilities under contract. Th s facility has already begun training at the Chieu Hoi National Center, and we hope to have .a teu at all four Regional centers. These teo. will alao screen elllPloyees to try to find jobs tor the returnees when they have co..,leted their training . It' this worlts out well, it will be a l118jor bred-through in the Chieu Hoi Progru. 
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It will give us a basis for a Psywar campaign which we need later in the year if we are to meet our 45,000 target. We should be reporting more about this later. The Nationsl Reconciliation Proclmution which was made public on April 19 has already ind~.ted tha it will be significant in helping us find jobs for re1p'nees . A 1eu Hoi returnee has already been n8Jlled as Director of the ational Chi u Hoi Center at 17000 Piasters per month. We are pushing here the Kit Carson Progr811 which we sold to Marines in 1966. MACV has just sent out a guidance to all U. S. units showing them how to set up similar prograas throughout the country . We are convinced that it is not enough just to bring in Hoi Chanh . We 1Il18t turn them around against the enemy. This is not difficult provided ur side shows initiative. The Hoi Chanh are looking for a new place to "belong" and they respond with great loyalty and energy to d treatment and a chance to win approval on our side. 

Of course we know that the VC has a program ,to penetrate the Chieu Hoi ranks , in order to legalize agents back in the hallets where they would preslllllably begin to build new celis. Usually , these people are turned in by the Hoi Chanh themselves. Also, when a man comes in under the progrlllll. he is ostens1bly ready to help with intelligence formation, writing leaflets, or in some other way, and if the man is really an agent and declines help in these ways, it promptly places under suspicion . Finally, the most dangerous penetrations i n Viet N811 are' by those VC who have a completely clean record. 50_ IIOTIths ago in Danang, returnees who were employed on a daily wage basis by the local office came to our American Advisor in the region and said that bad just hired a real VC agent. The latter turned out, to have a completely clean record. The VC will not tend to us netration agents for important aissions who have already been identified as VC. 

(4) The firat several teams who were recruited in Binh Duong and Phu Yen have completed their training at Vung Tau under the RD pr"ogram. Major Be, the CollllWldant of the camp, informed AIIIbusador Porter that these were the best students he had. These were to serve ss propaganda units only, but since then, the RD Millistry h.. agreed to recruit five full 59_ teams, to be composed entirely of returnees. 
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With a lit:t:le luck, they will eatabliab a top record and win approval for lDOl"e of the same. One thing we have found .. y intereat you . Lack of dicipline ia a prollinent factor of Vietn_se life, and particularly UlGng the youth . The Chieu Hoi return .. ", who are between age" of 15 and 35 for the 1IOst: part, have been 8IIIOng the few people in Viet N .. who have been living under an iron diciplin. for year". Thia _an. that they know bow t. carry out ordera, and llllkes thelll top aaterial for a variety of lIf.1itary and civil prOcrllllll. 

I had hoped to return to Waahington in May for about 10 daya to recruit people, apeak at the FSI, etc., but Mr. KOEr evidently preferred I reaain on duty here . Unfortunately , I really could u.e a break of routine aa I haven't lett: my job for over five IIOntha for a aingle day, and find my.elf ,etting increasingly .tale. All the be.t . to you and Vince Puritano, and plea". keep in touch. 

Sincerely, 


