
Sa1&on, Vietna 

Colonel Char1 .. T .R. Ilobannan 27 P1l.&r 
8m Ju.n, Rinl 
ManUa, Philippine Islanda 

Dear Bol 

October 22, 1966 

Kan;y thanks for ;your letter or October 17. Your work in helpinc select the rU1pinos tor thU assiglaent is r'all7 appreciated here. When the idea waa t1rat broached, the Regions said that t.hq wanted to be able to control local ass1&naenu ainoe tM;r . telt they had the best knovled&. of local priorlti .. and local personalities . N.verthel .... they vUl appreciate and, I .uspect, follow ve17 closely indeed the recc.nendation. mad.e 117 ;you lIhich are nov beinc pused alone as also the reOOllll~t1ons of USAID Saigon. Konte Osborn. baa gone over the pereonnel data vhich ;you fum1ahed and hal had ... tines with Li Picar. As of nov, it appeare Santos aiaht go to Region I 1natead or Region In and Moreno IIig)lt go to Lone An instead of Qia Dinh. But the extlWl8l¥ uaetu1 upect of your .. s~t recoamendat1ons _s the eradat10n of theae people as to whether they should be Re&1onal., Provincial. etc. 
Reapeet1n& BraTo. Monte and I feel that h. lIhould be an ort1oe JU.n&ier in the IlSAID Sa1&on Office. not a national. ech'1eor .. IUch. I vUl write ;you IiOre about ell thiB in a little lihUe. 
Let .. f111 ;YOIl in on Ch1eu Ifoi in lIeneral.. We have 14, 000 retllm .... in 1966 80 far, and we are targetins for 45.000 for 1967. About ten da,y. ago I briefed KcNuara and hie party. lIhich inoluded lcaer or the White Rouse. for an hour, ex! the point 18 general.l;y accepted on the U.s •• ide that Chieu Ifoi baa equal priorlt;y to &IV ci'YUian effort in t...~ countl'1. ber goe. further and oalla it the sincle .,.t illlportant progrllll over here. Recognition 18 ,iYltn to the fact that the exi.tence of the pro8J'lllll baa undoubtedly saved several ' thousand Fre. Wor14 soldiers' liv .. in 1966 alone. We have b_ inlltruOted to bud&et as 11 .oney grove on tr.... More iIIportant, We are nov ,ettins tanc1ble erldenoe that the GVN 1. about to 
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raise Chieu Hoi to the level ot • priority natlonal prograa, in which all el8llents should join in a 8aa effort to bring back the eDl!II\Y to our side. Such an effort will certainly be necesNr,Y 11' we are to get our 45,000 next year. 

or course there are hddaches too, particularly in Saigon. M;y job in Porter's ottice is to coordinate Ch1eu Hoi, but as the progrD 1& receiving inoreased attention and prestige in Washington, people 8Uddenly discover how interested in the progr&IR they are. Director, JUSPAO, baa recently launohed a CUPU&n to be JlOIIinated .. the ultilllate Misaion agent tor the Tat Chleu Hol carapa:lgn, .. it 

, 

coordination of this pro£1."&lll baa not already bean arrMgecl. The I pottineso that tends to appear on our side has not let 1ntected the really outstanding relatlonehip I .. lucky enol1&h to have with Colonel Anh. You will recall he was Provinoe Ch1ef in Phu Yen and .Long An. I find h~ a aincere, self-respecting, act1on-lUiiuied individual of innate dignity and virtuallfed~€1'tBO!i~e old «1:~_l!.aRntq~R~teo1'85!n Anh and I descend on a Province with no prior announa.ent and take neoosNr,Y adII1nistra­tin and personnel actions on the spot. Colonel Anh takes along his clerks end a lIbole bag ot stups and .. als and authorises people for Amed Propaganda Teams, hires new cadre trolll uong the Hoi Chanh, authoruu weapons rewards and pedOl'lllS other bureaucratic action., each of which vould have been &DOd far six IIIOnthe' dal~ under the old &ystell. Eq~ j,mportant, he talks 1nto1'lUl.ly and at length with the returnee. thEliaelves so as to really understand their prabl .. and feelings. 

The Ma:nil& Conference 1e now going on, as you know. All k1nd.8 of big lIheel.a are turning and at the end of it Chieu Hoi 'IfIq be el ... ated to great things or crushed bet1f88ll wheels. In the latter CaS., I would upect to see you in Manila on 1Il¥ ~ back to ~ Wut Virginia f&rll. 

Kan,y thanks again tor your great assistanc. and looking forward to seeing you &gain. 

All the best, 

Ogden Willi8IIUI 
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