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The ..?li, h t of the Hrr'onL-hefu( ees 

Unequal Treatment of America ' s Closest Allies 

1. CZh€re are now some 70 , 000 Hmonb refuGees amont- the 300, 000 total 
Inaochina reLlc-ees in So.;,theast ASia , or 23% of the total. but they 
receive only 2000 ISiJaCeS" out of the 14,000 iJer month accorued by 
J . l;; . Im:nit..ration for entry to the J"itea states , or 14;' . If the Hmon", 
were treated even on a ~qclal basis with other refu",ees , they wO'-.lld 
bc accorueci about 3200 spaces per month . 

2 . out thG t;,WnL i;:, fact deserve not only equal treatment , but even 
pr·eferred treatment . I,HY? 

a . They fOlleht for~§.. Whereas US tro))s fou",ht for the f~outh 
Vietnamese in Vietnam , in nort'1ern Laos the process was 
r·eversed . ,ie enlisted the lhonL to hold northern J..,D.OS and 
deny it to the .~orth Vi e tname se in vader s . Tis the ClI"ont. did 
for thirteen lont.;. years ,. until our I:ldochina pr0L.ram collapsec. 
in 1975 . The Hmoni... were left holaine. the bac • af ter havinl 
~caJita cas~alties Lreater than those of the Soviet Union 
in jl\ orld ",ar II. 

b . The;y: are bein.. exterminated. by the Vietnamese and Pathet L8.0 
ar:nies . For the Hmont- . the war aid not stop in 197::: . Cut off 
from US arms and fooa , they have been the vic .tim§ _of a well _ 
aoc LL,:ented campaiGn of ex termination by several di vi s lons Of 

Vietnamese reculars ana ..'athE t :""ao troops . usint.. heavy artill ry , 
Soviet tanks, captured 0S ana t,ovieL a lrcraft and "JoiE'on ",as . 
TactiCS inclclde the systematic destruction of 'lmonto. r.lOuntain 
vill8.e.es, oUInine. of crops and pOisonin", of watGr holes . 
H;;.on<:.. atterr . .,ltinG to flee to .i'hailana r~n a e..aclntlet of -Porces 
asel",ned to lheir ues cr..tc cion _ men , WOLen 1.1:1<). C;. lldren . ,,11 
this is do(;.;,n;enteci beyond doubt . Amon!:;, all the Indochina 
refu,-ecs, i.'lc:ludin .... etl1nic C)o iDese fro" Vietna!l; who leave 
becaclse of economic pressures. or Cambodian civiiians who are 
ca~ht between contendinb armies , only the Hmonl are systematically 
hunted down in a ueliberc te c'J.IT:_J&i",n of exterrr,ination . 

c . Conditions in the "1 ,~:!:§.fu~cam)E are now the worst.21' 
a;rL land ref~Lee ",roups in 'Thailand. vvercrolnincc , nie , 

malncltrition, enforce'i idleness, and hupeless delays havG ca~sed 
It.orale to deline sr,ar;Jly . There have been recent s~icici['s . 
j,lany HmonL have been livin", liKe this for four years , , includini:c 
many who bear combat wounds suffered while f ichtint.. the North 

Vietnamese communists at o..tr behest . This shoula be a reproach 
to the Am8rican conscience . 

~ . because of the 1;111 in arI ivale of' "boat _::leople" from Vietnam since 
the lJeneva Conference in June . when Hanoi at-reed to "t..trn off the ta"J" 
- at least for the tll,e bei'lc.. _ the cam) .,lo)_,latiof'_s o~ "boat .Jeople" 
have declinea sharply . Th..ts in Acluust ' 79 some 3792 new boat peo.,lle 
arr i ved f ru.] Vie tnarn , G..t t more than 14 , JOO were reset tles in th" J;; and 
other countries . In septemoer ' 79 only 70,;)0 boat peo,lle arrived in 
the ref~GeL c:am)s , while more than 21 , 000 de~arted for resettlement . 
"ill';;i.J .. :elf-! J:'n.:. :_.u. cI , 1.n avera .... e of 2500 new refut,ees arrived each 



~ • 

month, with not more tha~ 2JJO departinG ' 

.o.'Lr:haps u,ost i,Jortan t . beca..lse the hine,.e which SqLQl.AS loudest 
~Gts oiled first . The 2rr.om.:., have not receivec. thE enormous worldwiae 
,;,eaia covera",e accordeu to thEe "boat ;Jeople" . 'I'V cameraE c~,nnot cover 
Hmo" .... farr,ilieE beine. shot (lown in the forests of ~aoE , or eVen "hile 
swLnlliint- the l"toKonG . even thoclt-h their bodies float by the T'l'.ai !Jolice 
~)osts . :;till lesE ",0 TV cameras or rEe)orters cover the tho..lsands \iho 
ciie of s tarvativn anu battl .. wounds in th,' ;"ou.:~tl?ins of Laos . 

teconuly . ~ ven thou,-h the Hrr,on", fou",ht elf der CIA control 'mQ 
f'J.{blil1c.. . thE .0 iction I.S l[.aintaineu tb"t til,,}, "ere not 1I'0r&inL ror t\oe 
Jutted ttates since the i r salar i es were "laundered " throU!;.h official 
l-Tmome intermediaries . Thus even those Hmolt_ refueees who have battle 
scars are clasEified 8,S havinc worked "with " the Jnited 5tates _ 
CateLory 3, not "for" the Jniteu St,otes _ Cate",ory 2 . Ihis "-,eans that 
a Laotian chauffeur or tYJiEt who workea at a OS i'1stallation in Laos 
Lets auto,natie ;Jre:"erE''1ee over a f1monL eOicbat veteI'an . 

~'Ihile Lit r·'settlement a ,,- ~ncies have a :J0licy of Il.voitiinL alY 
o"f ielal "canK in .... " of ref J.LeE Groups . )ri vately they will ronfirrr, th&t 
thb ;,;J,on" are at the top v' the list , because of their innate 
characteristics . These include a willin~nesE to wor~ ~t auy job 
availabJ..e rather than LV on relief ; honesty ana directness which 
are a))r'eciatE-l by uS e:n;Jloyers; loyalty , and an enormous ap,)etite <or 
eUClcation . HmoflL cOIl:l', urit ies thr i ve in ::>laces li~e i..innea:,Jolis , 
C3.lifornia , "asr.LcLt,,;, .;L a.'lL t'le i'aeific !~orthwest . Two Hmonl. ,.ics 
1.1 the 'l'acoILa school system have been classified at the "Lenius " l evel . 
They have a reputation for talent and ability in school . "'he. alEo h.,v, 
a tr-auitlo(; of craftsmanship . Hmont, as a t,roup are preoo!cina:Jtly 
ho(;~st , brave , hardworKin~ . loyal to the United states and pasEi0ratrly 
o.J)osec. to C O:"',.ll] 1st totalltarianisIT' . \I'ha t else aroJ.l i we reqUire of 
i I' ll..ra:l t s ~ 

';;\..;.1",,, h,:, \" u~\J:JJ : TaKe ilr,weaiate advanta .... e of the eurre!1t lull ir. Clew 
arri va l s of l1'bOa t peopl e " t o e ive h i t-her and well - deser ved priori t y 
to the Hm ont, , by Cloublint:. the "spaces " allocatee. to thefT . • hiLht now , 
the total US entitlement is 14, 000 spaces per month . 0f these , 8000 
still c.,o t il t he "boat ,)eo)le" , with only 0000 'or a.l l the land r,fut,eeE _ 
[.monG , ... aot ian anu C a:r;b o eli an • vi th is 0 JOO , the E;;:on... now Get or ly 
20JO . The " Doat )bo,Jle" '-l.,-,ota sho..llc.. be re',·J.cea to ,Jarhaps :;JOO , with 
2JJO aU-litional spaces Loin~ to Hmo:l", ana 1,000 to CamboQirms o. other 
lan" !efULbes . As a tar"et , all verifiea DILOil", co.nbat veterans , and their 
uependents , shoul c be moved out of the Thai camps wh"rb they hav.:, 
lint.er eci for up to fO-lr years , and a t the earliest )raeticable ti 1,e. 
A.,:.!:.hICA f.H"LJLD i'",':: r-J..h .JJ:.O'I'S . 


