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4621 Q Street , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Ogden: 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Thank you for your letter. I enjoyed meeting you 
and I feel that I gained a lot from talking with you 
and sharing your long experience with Southeast Asian 
affairs. 

I have enclosed a copy of the statement you were 
kind enough to allow me to insert in the Congress ional 
Record. It sums up my own feelings very well, and I 
hope it may have some ef f ec t on my colleagues . My 
letter to Dick Clark, suggesting your proposal for a 
readjustment of the immigration quota, is also enclosed. 
I will keep you informed of any response I receive. 

Once again, I want to thank you for your help and 
advice. We share a common interest in getting some 
positive action for the Hmong, and I look forward to 
talking with you about this again . 

TJD/ dhs:kco 
Enclosures (2) 

;f 
THOMAS J. DO EY 
Member of Con ress 
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Ambassador Dick Clark 

October 15, 1979 

Special Negotiator on Refugee Affairs 
Office of Refugee Affairs 
State Department 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Ambassador Clark: 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON A.GI NG 

As you know, I am a strong supporter of the actions 
taken by your office to aid the refugees of southeast Asia. 
Since my recent trip to the refugee camps there I have been 
particularly concerned about the special plight of the 
Hmong people and other land refugees in Thailand. I would 
like to offer a suggestion which I feel would be of help 
to these people. 

As I understand it, the 14,000 person quota on 
immigration is presently divided between boat refugees and 
land refugees in a ratio of roughly 8 to 6, with the larger 
number being boat people. Because the numbers of refugees 
at sea has significantly declined, I would respectfully 
suggest that this ratio simply be reversed, putting the 
emphasis on the land refugees who in most cases have been 
waiting for admission to the United States for a number 
of years. 

This simple reversal of priority should require a 
minimum of red tape, and it would allow a further 2,000 
Hmong and other land based refugees who qualify for entry 
to this country each month to escape the truly hellish 
existence I saw in Loei and other refugee camps in Thailand. 

~ ~The cfact that the spreading warfare and famine in Cambodia 
is every day pressing closer to the Thai border also 
argues . for a reversal of priority in the admission ratio 
at this time. If events take a different course in 

"' ,;. 
, southeast Asia in future months, the ratio could, of 

course, be readjusted accordingly to return the emphasis to 
boat people or whoever is in greatest need. 



.... -.. ., 'i· 

Ambassador Dick Clark 
October 15, 1979 
Page two 

I really appreciate you consideration 'of my suggestion. 
If you have comments on this or any other proposal which 
might help the Hmong and other inland refugees, I would be 
very glad to hear them. 

TJDjdhs:arnc 

Sincerely, 

-+~ 
THOMAS J. DO EY 
Member of Co gress 
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sage 01 the Fair Housing Amendments 
Act 01 1979. 

The list continues: 
B'nw B ' rlth Women. 
BuUd.1ng and ConatrucUon Trades Depart-

ment.-AFL-ClO. 
Center for Community Change. 
Center for Na.tlonal Policy Review, 
Church of the Brethren-World Minist.ries 

CommIssion. 
Churc.b. Women 'United. 
Citizens Lobby foe Preedom and Palr Pla.y. 
Commu n ication Worken of Amertoa.. 
Congress of Itallan-Am~iC&D Organiza-

tiona, 'Inc. . 
Delta. SIema. Theta Sorority. 
DivisIon of Bome1&nf1 M1n1strtes-Chrla .. 

t,IRD Church (D1sclples of ChrtBt). 
EpIscopal Church-Publlc Mairs Office .• 

HMONG REFUGEES IN SOUTHEAST 
ABIA 
___ I _, ~ 

,HON. THOMAS J. DOWNEY 
OJ' Nl:W TOut 

IN THE BOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Fridal/. October 19. 1979 
• Mr. DOWNEY. Mr. Speaker. during 
my recent visit with a congressional dele­
gation to the refugee camps of Southeast 
Asia. I had the opportunity to see first­
hand the suffering and extreme hardship 
being endured 'by the Hmong people in 
refugee camps In Tha1la.nd. These h1ll 
tribes were our alUes and friends 
throughout the long conflict In Vietnam. 
They suffered terrible losses during the 
war and alter U.S. forces withdrew their 
suffering continued because they were 
left with the label 01 being our allies. 
which has unfort.ui1ateIy become the 
mark of death and persecution tor so 
many in S¢theast AsIa. With the spread 
of warfare and fam1ne in Cambodia 
pressing closer every day to the Thai 
border it becomes even more urgent for 
us to consider the special plight 01 these 
special people. In the post week the press 
has reported allegations of poison gas 
being used against the fieeing Hmong. 
and It ts lurther reported that. artll1ery 
shells fired from inside CambO<ila have 
killed four refugees in a camp across the 
border in Thalland. The mulUtude of dlf­
flculties faced by these unfortunate peo­
ple at the present time ts dlIIicult to lully 
comprehend. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
~I=t in th&.RJ:cORD a statement by Mr. 

·-Ogden W1liiams which outlines the back­
ground of this problem. Mr. Williams bas 

~ ..... spent many years in SOUtheast Asia, be 
ts inUmate!y familiar with the Hmong 
people, and I believe be sums up the 
plight 01 the Hmong refugees in a way 
that ts.extremely convincing in that our 
Attention to thIs problem is asked not on 
the basis of emotion but on the strong 
basts 01 history and lact. 

I commend this statement to my col­
league's attention: 

THE PuGHT OF TH'K HMONG RD"o'GEES 

(unequal treatment of America'. 
Closest alUel) 

1. There are now some 70,000 Hmong refu­
gees among the 300.000 total Indochina. refu­
gees 1n SoU't.hea..at Asia, or 23 fJi, of the total. 
But they rece.1ved. only 2000 ''spaces'' out of 

the 14.,000 per month a.ocorded. by UB. Im­
mlgratlon for entry to the United States, IX' 
14.%. If the Hmong were tr'eatec1 even on a 
equaJ bo.81.a with other retugee6, they would 
be e.coorded. ~ut 3200 spaces per month. 

2. But the Bmong 1n fa.ct deserve not only 
equal treatment, but even preferred tre&t.­
menlo. Why? 

L They fought for us. Wbereu US troop8 
fought for the South VIetnamese in Vietnam., 
in northern Laos the p.rocese ""8S rever&ed.. 
We enliSted the Hmong to hOld northern t..aos 
and deny It to the North Viet.na.mese in­
vaders. This the Rmong dld for thirteen l ong 
yean, until our indochina program. COllapsed. 
in 1975. The Hmong were left bOI<l1ng the 
bag, &fter having per captta ca.sualtlea 
gres.ter than those of the Soviet Union in 
World Wa.r II. ~ -

b. Tbey are being extermCnated by the Viet­
namese and Pathet 1.&0 erm1ee. For the 
Hmong. the war dId not stop in U75. Cut off 
from US a.nna and food, they ha.ve been the 
'Victims of 8. well-documented campaign of 
extermination by several dlvisions of Viet· 
namese regul&nl and Pa thet lAo troops, using 
heavy artillery, SovIet tanka, captured. US 
and Sov1et a1rcratt and. poLson gu. Tact1ca 
inCluded the systematic destruction of 
Hmong mounta.ln vUlages, burning of crops 
and poisoning of wa.ter holes. Rm.ong at­
tempting to flee to ThaUa.nd run a gauntlet 
of forces ass1gneel to their destruction-men. 
women and children. All thl. Is documented 
beyond Cloubt. Among eJJ. the Ind.oc.h1na ref­
ugees, including ethnic ChInese from Viet­
na.m who leave beoa.use of economic pres­
sures, or Cambodian c1vUlans who a.re caught 
between contendlng armies, Only the HInong _ 
are systematlca.lly hunted down in a deUb· 
erate campaign 01 ~extermtnaUon. 

c . CondItions In the Hmong refugee camps 
are now the worst of all land refugee groups 
in Thailand. Overcrowding, disease . malnu­
trition, enforced Idleness, and hopeless de­
lays have caused morale to decUne sharply. 
There have been recent aulcldes. Many 
Broong have been living Ute th14 for four 
years, including many who bear combat 
wounds 6utfere4 while fighting the North 
Vietnamese communists. at our behest. Th18 
6hould be a. reproach to the American con­
science. 

S. Because of the lull to arrivala of "boat 
people" from V1etnam since the Geneva Con­
ference 1n June, when Hanoi agreed to "turn 
off the tap "--at least for the tlme being-the 
camp populations of "boat people" have de­
clined. sha.rply. Thus in August "'19 some 8792 
new boAt people a.rrtved from Vletn&m. but 
more than 14.000 were resettled tn the US 
and other countries. In September '79 only 
7090 boat people arrived in the refugee 
camps. whlle more than 21.000 departed for 
r esettlement. Not so with the Hmong. fLo 
&.verage ot 2500 new refugees arrJved each 
month . with not more than 2000 departing. 

4 . Why do tbe Hmong nOt receive even 
equa.l treatment? 

Perhaps m06t 1mportant, because the 
htnge which squeaks loudest geta oUed tint. 
The Hmong ba.ve not received the enormous 
worldwide medta coverage accorded to the 
"boat people". TV cameras cannot cover 
Hmong fam1l1es being ahot down in ·the for­
ests of La.03, or even wbUe sw1mm.1ng the 
Mekong. even tbough their bodlea float by 
the Thai pollce posta. Sttll less do TV eam­
eras or reporters cover the thousands wbo 
die of starvatton and battle wounds in the 
mountains of LflO6. • 

secondly, even though the :tImong fought 
under CIA control and funding, the flcUon 
is matnta.lned that they were not working 
for the United States stnce thelr salaries were 
'·laundered." through omcia.1 Hmong Inter­
mediaries. Thus even those Hmong refugees 
who have battle scars are clus1fle<1 as having 
worked "with" the United Sta,e&-Category 
3, not " 'for·' the United. Stat~ategory 2. 
Tb1.& means that a Laottan chauJ!eur or typist 

who worked. a.t .. US installation In Laos reta 
automatic preference over a. Rmons comb .. t 
vetenn. 

&. How well do tbe Hmong <10 wben re-
settled in the US., ' 

WhUe US resettlement agenc1es baTe & 
pollcy of avoldtng auy omclal "ranking" of 
refugee groups, privately they will confl.rm 
tha.t the Hmong are at the top of the Uat, 
becau.se of their 1nn.ate characterl.stica. 
These include a wl111ngnesa to work at anr 
Job a vaUable rather than go on r ellef; hon­
eaty and c1lrectness which a.re appreCiated 
by US employers; loyalty. and Ion enormous 
r.ppettte for education. Hmong communities 
thrive in places Uke MinneapoUs, CaJl!orn1&, 
Washington, D .C . and the Paclflc Nort.bwest. 
Two Hmong kIds in the Throma s chool sys­
tem have been cla.ss1ft.ed. at the "gentua" 
level. They have .. reputa.tlon for talent and 
ablllty tn school. They also have & tradi­
tion 01 crattsmall6hlp. lImong as & group 
are predomtnB.ntly honeat, brave. hardwork­
ing, loyal to the Uniteel States and passion­
ately opposed to communlat totalitarianism.. 
What else &boulel we require of 1mmlgra.nta' 

AcUon required: Take Immediate advan­
tage of the current lull In new a.rrlvals or 
"boat people" to give higher and. well·de­
&erved. priorttr to the Hmong, by doubl1.ng 
the "spaces" allocated. to them. R ight now, 
the total US entttiement ls 14,000 spaces per 
month. Of these, 8,000 BUll go to the "boat 
~ple", with only 0,000 for all the land 
refugees-HInong, Laotian and CambocUan. 
Of this 0,000, the Hmong now get only 2.000. 
The "boa.t people" quota. &bould be reduced 
to perhaps 5 ,000, with 2.000 &dcUtlonalsp&eel 
going to Hmong and 1,000 to Cambod.1a.ta 
or other la,nd refugees. Aa .. target, all veri­

· tied. Hmong oombat vetera.na, and the d~ 
pendents, 5bould be moved out of the Thal 
camps where they have lingered for up to 
four yean, and at the earliest pra.cticable 
time. America &bould pay her debts .• 

POWER CRISIS 

HON. ALBERT GORE, JR. 
or TrNN'ESSIZ 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Fridav. October. 19. 1979 
• Mr. GORE. Mr. Speaker. not man]' 
years ago, the idea of controlled nuclear' 
fusIon seemed a distant dream, a wish 
01 grand dimensions and little likelihood 
01 success. Today all that Is changed. T0-
day we can say with confidence that the 
'9.'ork of laboratories around the world­
Including our own National Laboratory 
at oak Ridge-will make possible a day 
in which many 01 us will see the Iaml>5 
which light this Chamber powered by the 
force which kindles the stars. 

Or. rather, we could confidently say 60 
except for one little problem. a problem 
so foolish in so many ways that It would 
be funny were the need for a secure and 
plent1!ul energy course not so vital for 
our Nation·s future. The problem? We 
cannot bave controlled fusion without 
helium. and this NaUon ts squandering 
Its reserves 01 helium at an alarming 
rate. 

We wm need helium to cool the giant 
lasers and power the magnets which w1lI 
generate the fields to contain fusion re­
acUons. We w1lI need liquid helium to 
cool the reacting core and carry the heat 
from the chamber to the turbines. But 
our bellum reserves are mixed with natu .. 
r al gas. And therein lies our problem. 


