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T~e story of ~a~ 

An Alle~ory fi •• , T' ~e 

~a~ was a rich kid. He went to an exclusive school ln the country 

where he was star of the football team. stroke on the crew and leader 

of the school councll. He was a. happy and opt1;uietic kid. He l1ked 

~eo)le and aseuaed ~hey wo~ld like hi~. and they did. He was very 

po;~lar. ~ne year. durine Easter recess. he went with a croup of 

s tudenta on a hol1day weekend to :,ew Yor~ C i1::y. They arrived In the 

eveni~ at a bie apart~ent on a secon4 floor. overldoklne the street. 

NeIt. mornine they were awakened by screams froa the street. 

They rushed to the wlndow. Down below them a younc. WO:::Ian was belng 

robbed and beaten by a street oane. She waa cryine for help, but no 

one was paylne any attentlon. At flrst Sam's crowd dldn't know what 

to say or do. Then Sam E,?oke out. "I'm eolnl:. to help her, It he said. 

and without much further thoUc,ht rus~ed downstalrs. On the way he 

passed an umbrella rack and qulckly seized two umbrellas. 

Sa~ ran over to the elrl. pulled her to her feet. ~ave her an 

umbrella and shouted. "I've come to resc~e you." She took courae e 

and beean to f1cht off her attackers. asj did Sam. Sam hoped the 

street eafle would take alarm and run away. but It didn't happen like 

t~at. They just turned on him too. £vlcentl] thelr ~a~ headquarters 

was In the vlcinlty. and as fast as ~~m .Jut one mu~~er out of actlon, 

others would JUEt fllter In. 

~he flent went on and on. Sam and the el~l could nold their own. 

but stIll the earle WOUldn't ~o away. FInally someone down the street 

~ut hIs head out of the wIndow and shouted~ "Hey. rlch kld. stopbeatln6 

up on those )oor ~lJs. i:r.ey llve !-:ere. JO~ don't." Sam's feellnl:.s 

'n ere hurt, bu t he ~ad no t i!le to ex)ls in. Another w tncow opened an 

a WC:lB.n etue" :-.er ;"e=.o o...r.t . ~he :isld. "rlc.ht lne never Eolves anytr.1nc.. 



Anyone who's f1~~tlne 1s wrcnc~. Ava!n, Sem wanted to ask her hew 

he could )rotect the ~irl without fi~hti~. but she had already 

closed her window.~ 

l 'he f l",ht drae",ed on inter:Jltaably •• Ey th 1s t1r.le Sar. was 

hLaself cut and oleedinc.,. alt!1out:.:~ less hurt than t::e ... 1rl. 
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Finally a wlndow ~bove his head opened and o~e of his own school­

~ates )ut his head out. He said. "Hey, Sa~. we caGe ~own to New York 

to have a ",ood ti~e. eO to the restaurants, take 1n a show. Km%xta 

x~mxxXi~iax1kax1t~~ This ficht of your~ was o.k. at first 

cut now it's eoine on too lon~. IT~s eettlnc to bJ a real dra~. 
I 

"e d idn't come to town to ~)end all our tllle watchin.:. you fi6ht1ne , 
in the streets. All this Is not 1 = 1 3 your thine. ; Knowk It off and 

I 
come upstaire. You're the problell. not the solut idn." 

Sam was reall) diecouraeed by thIs and a lot of the f1eht ~t 

went out ot hIm. Binally he Just eot tired. He turned to the c.irl 

and said. "ilell,. I tried to helg you. but I have to bO now. You're 

on your own." She sald. "You have somewhere to c O but Icon' t. I 

have no choice but to ~o on tienting or he killed. Blease at least 

leave me your umbrella. Hine Is broken and eoon I wIll have nothlD8 

to fieht with at all." But Sam was in a surly mood and, for the first 

tlme 1n his life, a Joor loser. Re ~U6t turned his back on the ~1rl 

andx went on u~stairs wltho.t another worl. 

Back in the apart~ent. Sam eot a ~lxed reactlon. une friend ca~e 
, 

u) to h1m a~~ said In a low voice~ "Real sorry it d~dn't 

but at le~"t ,:r ou tried. which nobody elee dId." He then 

work outijl Salll. 
apoloeetlcall,7 

turned away/\ 

and left Sam alone. Another clas6~ate then caGe up. He saia, "You 

know. Sa~. ,~,,~ .>etJ, Is you're st~pld. Before you rushed 

dO'~n t::ere :iOU should have used :iour he ad. Cou,{d you really hel) :,er, 

Could you drIve off the iluc.,:.ers; Jlow 1' iid RII~ ' Jett! Now she's 



worse off than If you'd done nothlne , and our weekend is half ruined 

to boot." Sa~ was stunned at thle reaction, but X»BXX2 he hadn't seen 

anythinc yet. One of the ~roup was a ~irl he aad always ad~lred but had 

never known quIte how to ap)roach. :iow she ca!J.e over and said. al:lost 

quiverine with richteous Indic nation, "Sa~. that cut In your forehead. 

<iid you "et t i;at In the fi::.ht 7" He nodded, and she saUl. eoldly • 

"it ell, It served you richt. • Didnt anyone ever teach you to :lInd yo ur 

own c usiness3 Besi~es. whoever elected you ~olice~an of the world3 

That ~~ cirl didn't concern us. She's Eo~e sort of AsiatIc or sO:le­

thInet~. You Just had to eO. off on your ~acho kick and you deservxe 

what you c.ot." She turned on her heel and walked off. 

Sa~ eased weakly onto a chair and wiped the blood fro~ hIe 

forehead. ItLook." he crIed out. "I had to c:.et in the fIeht. l~, fa~lly. 

m1 hometown. ~y school - evarythLno de~anded that I eO to that eIrl's 

aid. lio was could I stay here and Ic:.nore her cries fiE help and stIll 

he me." But no one wae llstenlne any .are. The whole thlnb had been 

ane~barassment, a nuIsance. a flaeco. The weekend had been spoIled. 

Sa~ had made a fool ot himself. Qutslde. the street gans was celebratlns 

its vIctory. So~e ot the. neIc:.hbors were eyen Jolnlng in. The toreien. 

,-lrl was just lyil1b battered in a corner. lio one noticed. the inCident 

was closed. 
On Honday the croup returned to school. Sam seellled to be 

a different ~erson entIrely. He had lost lnterest in football and finally 

drop)ed out. His !J.arks plu~meted. The school council just bored him. 

Finally. in deperatloD. h. draeeed hl~eelf over to the school lnfirmarzy. 

"Doc," he said. "You',.. cot to help ~e. I',.. lost interest in 

every thIne. no motlvatton. ithat is wrene. with:le 7" The doctor queried 

hilll at le~lh and then sald . "Sam, tt's a coincldence you should co~e in 

toda] . because L've Just be En re9.uln.o. ' an article tn the ;;ew Enc.land 
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J ournal of Med ~c1ne wh1ch deale with your case . Your d1sease ha s 

been around for years In Europe and other parts of the wor19.f~.x, ••• a 

but never 1n the Unlted Etates unt11 now. althoue h the Jo ~rnal says 

there were 6o~e re~orted cases of 1t 1n the South after the C1v11 ~ar. 

There's no quick cure for 1t, althou~h so~e say t ha t a ~at1ent can 
N" It'€./\ I(S 

be helped a lot by a few st~ks of r Eally eood luck. 5ut it ~ay Just 

drat. on for life. There ts one hopeful as pect to it. !:oll-ever. Th1s 

disease 1s not eenet1cally tr!;.nefertable. your "Ids ~~on I t catch it 

frail you . 4I']:t Ie called V1 e tnam Syndro~e ." 
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