
l.fro. ~nd G. Jones 
MACcau:s-cHD 
APO San Francisco 
96243 

Dear Guy: 

FOREIGN SmVICE INSTITUTE 

First, please note rI1¥ change of address. I am at 

Washington, D. C. 2IXXJ7. 

J~ 7, 1969 

Regarding your successor, the follow:l.ng scenario will amuse you. Back 

in l~ before I became involved in an;rthing here, I had dropped a note 

to Colby and MacDonald indicating that perhaps I could be mre usef'Ul 

in Viet-Nam again. Colby lCl"Ote back toward the end of Ma;y that the 

~ job now opening up wuld -be to return as Chief of Chieu Hoi atter 

you left. I .iJDDediately replied that, mch as I believed in Chieu Hoi 

and wuld support it tor as long as necesser.r, I did not prefer to get 

back under the MACV statf restraints lIhieh had become so irksome even 

before I left, and therefore thought it better to wait untU something 

of a different type opened up lIhich wu.ld not involve getting enmeshed 

in the MACV bureaucracy. A week or so later I received a letter :from 

Colby lIhieh either crossed rI1¥ letter or was lIritten as if rI1¥ letter had 

not t>eenrreceived. In this letter, Colby said that he ld..shed to ld..th­

draw the otfer of rI1¥ returning to Chisu Hoi because of the necessity to 

do justice to personnel alrelllV in Viet-Nam. I interpreted this to mean 

that Gene Bable might have asked for some firm conmitlllent and being gl.ven 

it. On the other hand, this mBi1 merely have been a pretext and the real 

reason was that rI1¥ vieWB regarding the extent ot MACV statf takeover 

-were liell knollll, and rI1¥ return wuld tend to rock the boat. I mention 

all this 8imply because aither Colby had someone definitely in mi.nd and 

had even made local eonJDitments about the job, or he ws playing a game 

ld..th me. You might mention to Jacobson in all innocence that you had 

heord :from me that Colby had reported having made a local conmitlllent 

and lohat was it all about? 

With respect to the priority of Chieu HOi, I shall discuss your letter 

ldth John Arthur and others in the Viet-Nam Bureau. Perhaps a cable 

going out expressing arudety about this position would add some priority 

to the personnel search. 



2. 

With respect to your 0'Wn future, I have set the wheels in mtion in both State and AID to get you assigned here. In lUl earlier letter, I mentioned the fact that you lIOUl.d hold a State slot, l4l1ch w::>uld render irreleVlUlt the AID regulations lihich i'orbid rotation to Washington after only one tour. In this I was mistaken. I have talked to Don Kidllton, and he s8;18 that rotation assignments of BlV k1nd lIII1st be cleared by Joe Toner, the Agency Chief of Personnel. I will contact Toner's offiee iJltomally to help pu.sh this case. We have a very pleasant group here, end there is great rewrd in wrking with the students. I think you w::>uld find it possible to have again some of the sense of tell!!1'N:)rk lihieh you helped to create in Viet..Nam. 

F1.nIll.1y, I agree with you that the Chieu Hoi rate should fall off now. The only issue among politicians back here, as I see it, is how fast can they' get us out of Viet..NBm, and this really IIIIIBnB that the South Viet­namese will before too long have to win or lose their 0_ war. The responsible people are trying to withdraw gradually enough so as not to hand the entire package to Hanoi on a silver platter. The Fulbrights and ~verne keep accusing the administration of not wanting a "compro­mise" solution in Viet..NI!IIl, totallJr ignoring that the other side hns no disposition to compromise lIhatsoever. This type of intellectual dis­honest.y in otherwise high..nrlnded people is disheartening. 

Did you get the letter I sent to you for delivery to Hillister An? In that letter I Illso mentioned to him that South Viet..Nam w::>uld now have to be the stronger half of our partnership to lUl increasing degree if South Viet..Nam is to survive. 

I take office here on July 14 and shortlY thereafter will start eJCploring 1iIV State 'lDn't live up to its cOlllllitments and locate senior personnel for PSA jobs, 'llhether the !-fission w::>uld want BlV if they did, etc. Timea are ver:r different now !rom the days of the Komer buildup. This will IIIBke it mrs difficult for Viet..Nam to get the priorities it needs, lIhether in Chieu Hol.. or in this school here, or in Gl\Y other re~ct. I WlUld be most interested in your comments as to whether the South Viet­namese officials fUl.lY appreciate their position and that before too long their survival ld.ll rest 85% in their 0liIl hands. 

One final note. I suggest you discuss your personnel problems and this letter with Len MlJiynard lIho w1ll appreoiate the operational realities, whether or not he ldll be in a position to help. Please give nv best regards to all of the gang lIho are still there. Tell Bing I wrote him a letter and hope he ld.ll replY with all of the gossip. Betty i.e still obviousl3 typing fiawlees prose and oonsulting the diotionary when she disagrees with lIhllt her boss dictates. 'When are she and Ra;r getting married? 
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IV telephoM l'IUl!Iber in rl88hington is 965-21.39 at home, GIld :383-2111 at .,rk. I do hopo you lIi.ll give !lie a ring 88 soon 88 you hit tollll. 
As ever, 

OgdenWllllems 
Viet-Nmn Training Center 

O/FSI/VTC:OWilliams:plg 
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