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Iobert W. ~r. "quir. 
'DI. a.ad Corporeti_ 
1000 C_ticut Av_. B.W. 
WuIa1Q&t_. D.C. %0036 

J)eer Bob: 

October 5. 1970 

I r .. d with Ireat illt.r .. t ;roar two articl .. cODe.ra1q CO:aDS uMl 
the peciflcati_ proar .. ill Vi.t-.... .bow.d ~ to EY ..... rdaer 
uMl elbcu.ed til.- with bill. Yo. lI1&bt " ht.r .. ted to bear fr _ 
_ _ ._ of 111 rlOllCtlau. ud I beU ..... bb abo altIlO',.h I ~d 
Ilot wiall to put word. ill Ill __ til. Tour r.vl_ of the lU.atorlcal 
d.Yel~t uMl activlti .. of COllDS vaa. of coun ......... ch.bl •• 
Oil tile other baIId. _ of the 1 ... _. ~ dr_ fr_ CORDS uad __ 
of th. plaUo_opby floviQ& fr_ ;roar articl .. leave _ ill doubt. 

S- lI1&bt drw the cOQC1 ... 1_ tllet the COllDS _ept 18 a blaeprlllt 
CMl Iamr to beodl. other .1II11ar dtuaUou. _.rdlQ& Vi.t-.... your 
artict .. _lel abo &lv. _upport for tho .. bhtoriau .. will "y. 
_. day. that it __ Il't UIltil the ArII1 took over paciflcatiCMl that 
thl ••• tarted to 10 r1&bt. I _lot _ua.1t tllet both the •• a-r-
aU .. tlau c_ld " II1deadl ... uMl ....... r_. III th. Urn plac •• 
CORDS' .DeC". Call 110 doubt" attributed 11l part to •• tUQ& II1Utary 
r .. ourc .. bebllld the .ffort (althoulh th. _r •• r of tall MaIlt tllet 
1d.11tary par._l could .... c1vlU ..... u. _r. thaIl the rever.a). 
C.rtalllly 11l budaetary t.~ the 1I111tary 11lput v .. II1lhly t.portut. 
Tllat.x:b I _ld cOQCede. With r •• pect to lead.ralU.p. bouevar. CORIl8 
tuMl.d to work _paciflcally "Calla • ..a like your.alf aIld Colby (both 
cartlfled clvlliau) vera brlll&1. thelr paraoaal 1llflueDC. to bear 
aU the tiM. Suppo •• CORDS ... uaed a. a blaeprillt for ._ futar. 
ora-iuti_ uad T __ • or _ othar GeIleral. vaa _d DEPCORDSf 
Haw _11 _lel CORDS work thaIl? Plattilll it _tiler way. did pacifl­
cati_ work bee_. lt vaa Cunted over to tbe II1Utary. or beeau •• lt 
w .. !!!!1 tarMel over to the II1Utary? I thl. a _r. plaGalble C ... 
could be ..ere thet CORDS ... aucc .. aful bee .... th. II1Utary _ra 
o1»Uaed to jolll the clvll1a1la. rather thaD vlc. Yena. Aa 011& priM 
aa.pla ••• it II1Utary or c1vll1a1l illfl_ce thet uparadacl the 
'DInt Do you thl. that Chleu Hol t.lldacl to work b.uu •• it c_ 
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under 1I111tary co od. or beca .... it did DOt. in feet. C_ UDd.r II1litary c ad? Would tIa. II1Ut.ry baYeev.r c_ up vitia • Clai .. lIoi Proar. in tbe firat plac.? W.a it Il1litery or civiU.n initiativ. tlaat .ccoUDta for the feet tlaat ther. ia IlOV • ~it C&raoa proar-? Take CORDS IdllUa tto.er. Colby. and • 10lI/l lin. of WI l .... r lipta. and what baYa you aot? I think the CORDS at.U Md. a ..eh areat.r contribution in ealipteDiaa; the Idlitary bur_reel' in Viat-lIM duD tbe otber _y around. In abort. II)' critique of your artic1 .. b a1llply tbet th.y _y be .... d 111 tbe futllra to p.rpetuat • • .,.tla. _ly tbet GOtbiaa; _rkad 111 Viat-lIM UDtil tbe lor.,. took over. wbich .y .-Ita it _r. difficult to brina dvll1an iulalata to bear tIaa oat tiM. if " er. evar praaated qain with • fore1p policy prObl_ lik. Vi.t-lIM. 

I c:&II iMalu a dUfereat aceaario vIllch _uld bav. eacled up vitia • CORDS-like .. t.bli ..... t. but vIIich _ld baY. beea...,h _r •• ffec­tive oyer the yeara. I c:&II r ber vila Geaeral S. Vlll~ ... traiai1ll tIa. Vi.t..-.. J,.rrq ... to ehoot. and vaa r.illforcilll ita ..... of 1Ia1.Da a prof .. a100al forc. apart fr_ tlae people ... d.!!!!. trainin& it in '- to treat the people ao aa to cr_t •• real "peoplea' ar.,.." At that polat th. U.S. Allbuaador abould have be .. ill a poaiti_ to r.-direct tIaa .fforta of hb II1litary. Later. when th. buildup _. " _ld IIIDt have aat U.S. Divbi_ to Vi.t-lIM to operate .. Virtually ladapeadeGt .. titi.a. vith tlae ca..aad.ra rotated at r.pid int.rvale to a.eur. appropriate "c .ad tiM" for ev.rybody. 'lbe whol. thill8 _ld have be_ UDdar fira political _trol by ~ledaeabl. civ11lalUl vIlo rediaed tlaat it ... GOt a var for tarritory and to deatroy aD eo..,. (like World Var II). but r.ther a war for peopl.. tiben CORDS _ a~t, Robert V. ~r _ld operate out of the offic. of t .... u.s. Allbuaador and .. appropriate e~G8d c nd .tructure of 1d1itary and civili ... would _rk under lila. Such. CORDS _ld have ~ at laaet .. • ffective. and • areat _y Idltaku could bav. Mea avoided. I do GOt thiak tlaat plac1.Da CORDS .-Ier Idlitary c "iI _. 10licalb nee .... ry. aor YU it d .. ir.bl. ln prlDeipl.. Stlll le.e _. it d .. lr.ble .. a precedat for future Vl.t-~. if _y. 'Ill. virt_ of CORDS WI a.ttina th. Idlitary toa.thar vith t .... clv1liau, ratlaar tbaa vlc. v.raa. aa.d it baa pertially .ucceacled _ly becalI8. t .... ultiMt. II1litary CJ 'N va. _ver aercbed .uffidently .trOll/lly .. to equalch tbe civil1an 1ll1tiatiV81 of Robert w. ~r. Villi. E. Colby, John Peal Vean. aad a 10118 lioe of otlaara. leady iacludill8 

your •• iDeerely. 

O/FSl/VTC:OWilli ... :d 


