
Dr. Henry A. Kisllinger 
A8IIistant to the Prea1dent 

tor NaUonal Secur1t;r Aftairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Dr. Kissinger: 

June 15, 1970 

It would be a mAl5l11ve understatement to say that we ver;y IllUCh 
appreciated JOur ppearance at the Viet-NalIl Training Center on 
June 12. Howard Sollenberger told me that 1011 had the impression 
that the student questions were adverse, it not hostile. Sinoe I 
know the general olimate ot opinion prevailing among the students, 
I would judge that approxlmately 85% ot the student audienoe was 
in protound general agreement with the views JOu expressed. The 
other 15% oould not be considered to be in over-all opposition, 
but would have VIU'7ing degrees ot megi vings. Thie group oonnste 
larg~ ot 10UlIg oivilians, reoently arrived trolll the c8lllpU8es ot 
thb oountr;y, 1Iho tend to reflect the OOtrI8ntional wisdom ot their 
peers. All Howard Sollenberger pointed out to ;you, the Department 
ot State has, in a:n:r oase, tem:1nated its usignment ot 10UlIg 
otficers to Viet-Ham, and instead is now providing IIOre senior 
and experienoed personnel. 

I should llke to make one other point. We have tound that the 
best wa:r to intOl'lll the students and broadan their perspeotive is 
to encouraga a ver;y tree atmosphere ot aoademic discuell1on. Stu­
dents are given a olear right to queeUon the visdOlll ot a~ program, 
or the ettectiveness ot its execution, but ot course are not pe~ 
lllitted to be dillcourtaous or 1Dmature in expressing an;r auch dissent. 
Your lucid exposition ot present pollcT not only reintoroed the 
understllD(Ung ot the great majoritT ot our studentll, but also 
broadened the out1.ook of thoae lIho have honest Illil5givingl5. 

What is prel5ently oalled "Vietna!llillaUon" now is. and indeed always 
hall been, the crucial aspeot or our pollc;r in Viet-Nul, although not 
alW!l;1s recognized &8 such. Soph1aUcated advisor;y per80nnel oan 



2 

haTe a certain impact upon the success and speed of VietnaMization. 
Your appearance at the Viet-NSIII Training Center III&de a protaund 
impression on IIOre than one hundred such sdvieore. For thia ,.., 
are IIOst gratetul. 

With kindest regards and appreciation. 

O/FSI/VTC:OWilliams:d 

Sincerel¥. 

Ogdan Williams 
Coordinator 
Viet-NaIll Training Center 


