
FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 

Mr. George D. Jacobl101'l 
Assistant Chief of Staff tor CORDS 
Headquarters, MACV 
APO San Francisco 96222 

Dear Jake: 

June 10, 1970 

You will recall the five Foreign Service Officers at the Viet-Ham 

Training Center who addressed a letter to the Secretary ot State, 

and their subsequent conversation with Deputy Under Secrstary 

Macomber and Director General Burns. I believe you also talked 

with the Director General ..men ;you were last in Washington con­

cerning this subject. 

I am infonDed. that the young officers concerned were assured by 

Mr. Burns that they would be asaigned to civilian-type duties in 

Viet-Ham. They state that they were aleo assured they would know, 

prior to their going to the field, what such asaignments would be. 

Some of them tesl that these assignments were to be indicated in 

very specific detail, such as Refugee Advisor in Province X, or 

an NLD Advisor in District Y. Mr. John Day of the Department 

states his belief that they were not in tact assured ot such de­

tailed advance knowledge ot their assignments, particularly since 

CORDS is not set up to provide such precision in ident1ty1ng 

assignments in advance of the indl vidual's arriving in-country. 

In an;y case, I have been asked by the students and by representa­

tives ot the Department to torward their asaignment preferences to 

you, in order to ful1'111 Mr. Burns' assurance to them that they 

would be assigned to civilian-type dutiss, and leo whatever other 

assurances he mayor may not have given. Since you talked with 

him, you preBUDlllbly have a clear picture ot the whole aituation. 

As is normally the case with ;young roo's, all of these officers 

are bright and could do a fine job in the tield. They are all 

long-tem language students. They all have, in one degree or 

another, the sense of concern which prompted them to write their 

letter to the Secretary of State. I do not think these concerns 

would prevent them from doing a good job in Viet-Ham once they 

get there. At the same time I do not feel they ehould be con­

sidered as a special group or be given privileges not accorded 
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to others s1milar~ situated. In view of the Director General's 

assurances, however, they do require confirmation that they will 

be assigned to civilian-type dutiee, with some indication of what 

such duties might be. 

Please give the foregoing problem your priority attention eince 

this letter is written at the request of the Department of State. 

As I indicated to the students, I thought it might be poesible for 

your office to respond to this letter within tllO weeks. It may be 

that Mr. Bums will be writing you direct~, in any case. 

With best regards. 

Enclosures 
Preference Reports: 
Ray!Jw:)nd Francis Burghardt 
Daniel Vincent Clark 
Stephen William Faber 
John David Isaacs 
Susan Jean Walters 

cc: O/FSI - Mr . John Day 

Sincere~, 

Ogden Williams 
Coordinator 
Viet-Nam Training Center 


