
Hooorable W11li3lll B. Macomber, Jr. 
Deputy Under Secretary for Adlld.nistration 
Department of State 

De~ Bill: 

Ma7 11, 1970 

After IIQ' return f1'Oll 'l'hailand, I beC8llle aware of tho letter to 
Secrat&r7 Rogers dated April 15, 1970, sent. by fin students now 
in tra1n1ng at V'l'C. I underet!l!ll1 thq also bad a chance to talk 
to :7OU perllOll4lq. 

In their lettar, the atudents make aeveral interaating pointll 
IIbout how tho1r recruitment in the Foreign Service did not mke 
clear that they 1IIOUld be serving with CORDS in Viet-Nul, or that 
COIlDS wall under c. and of MAOV. Thq go on to COlllPla1n, howYl!lr, 
about. the excessive "adlitarT' training at Vl'O, and it ia about 
this upect of their letter that I would like to COlDltZlt. 

I l!Ilolose three docu:1lants lIhieh I think 10U will find interesting. 
The t1ret is _rilndula dated Ka1 a, 1970, !1'011 Captain Joel R. 
Gardner, USIIJ, lobo personal~ &ives lIIlch of the instruction in 
the District OperatiOll8 Course \Ih1eh the five students found ISO 
troublellOlll8. The second ia a letter !roll a ;JOUIlg IPSO, Hike Cotter, 
lobo is now serving in nen Hoa Province in Viet.-Nul. This letter 
w.u addressed to John D81'. PER/JOP, lind John fol'lCU'ded it to _ on 
JarDJAr'T 'J!J. The third letter 1'ro!a a BDre een10r P'SO, Pat. llllougb 
(lIP 33), who h1d previouaq served in labul and Hong long, vas 
written at the conclualon of his VTC training. I believe these 
cIocuments m;r tend to plece the pict.ure in better balance. 

Itr own guess is that the lIWlIler in 1Ihieh certain FSOs were 
recruited was possiblJr untortunate. but the allegation that the 
trsining at Y'l'C is axceaaiveq sU1tary in its or1entstion is 
untounded. Indeed. we have avoided IIWlT elements of 1llU1t.ary 
instruction lIhieh .olIII people haTe rec ....... nded. For 8X8111Ple, 
tobllll the senior IWaluat.ora loIerEI sent to Viet-NaJa by Howard Mace 
BOalS a:mtbs ago, I lies to recall thst one of their racO'D'"nda­
ti.oruI lI3.,I that the fSOs be given mre training in how to IJandle 
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an K-1.61 The entire Fort. Bragg visit ha. untortunate17 bMn 
eUal.nated, tor etrictJ¥ budaetarT rea.one. 

2 

In 8Il7 cue, there is a war g~ on in net-lalla, and aecurit;r is 
esuntial to the tceompl1~t ot all our non-a111tar,r objective • • 
It Fore1gn Service Orfieer. are to pl.a;r • role in that context, 
part.icularJ¥ at di.trict. leTel, th.,. Eet not be totalQ- illiterate 
in the eeeurit;r aepeet.s of Ut.. To date. I bave never heard ot 
• s1.n&le instanee mere 4 e1rlUan otficer serving in Viet- lalla 
eOillPla1ned becau.e he nil perBOtl&l~ being required to lID&I&e in 
lII1l1tary act1rltie.. 4 llUlIIber ot 150e and rsRa haTe voluntariQ­
gone long on 1II1lltar:r operations in order to t1nd out ldth their 
OlGl .,.e. ¥at theT lII!I1'8 like , and in order to sbow the re.t ot 
the tNlll that th.,. wre prepared to accept the riaka lIh1ch other 
Awlricans accept in Viet- • Such activity wa. a1~ .trict,Q­
volunt ar,r, hOlll!lnr. Furthe1W)r8. one ot the Nal. nlu .. ot the 
OORDS t .... is their role in helping to protect the VbtIwaeae 
e1vUbn population troa undesirable 1li11tar,r actirltT. 

I think TOU 1IIill lind the attached to be interuting reading 
lIb1ch IM7 tend to balance lIhatner ialpreseiona ~ han been 
eonvs:red b7 the tiTe etudent. ldth lIhOlll TOU _to SonIa 1,275 
officers ot all t7P8e haTS gone t.broUih ¥TC since 1967. I doubt 
that ~ ot tJ:Iea lIOuld agree w:l.th the lett81' sent to Secret&r7 
Roger s lIhich has occ"eioned thi. letter to TOU. 

Best regard • • 

Enclosures 
ee : Mr. Sollenberger 

o/FSI/VTC:OWilliams :d 

t:c : Sl>~ Tc 

Sincerely. 

Ogdm Willi 
Coordinator 
Viet-l'laa '!'raining Center 


