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Alan Walter ECnR'l' 

I 1IOUl.d Uke to add corta1n re:urlcs to the Tr:rl.ning Enlu&tion 
Report lIIllxIitted on this officer. }f.r. Eckert. pp;uoently lIOrIced 
for tho Deput.."I8Ilt of the Interior and then transfarred into the 
Foreign Service for I'W-l!IOIle UDknoVl to me. He virt.uall.y cOIIIplated 
a 49-week tra1n.i.n& program in ~ch he received V1et.nal3ltM l.anguage 
trl!.1.n1ne: up to the 5-3, B-3 1e.,.1. One week before the conelWlion 
of this tr.:rln1ng he deterudned to return to his or1g1.nal agency. 
I have no I118MS of knoldng Mr. Eckert'. intern.a.llllOt1vationa. I 

obliged to take note of the fact. that he becalM 26 18U'e old on 
Septe:aber 5, 1969. which at that 1me put h1l!1 beyond the scope of 
the draft. I 112 obll.ged to record 1J1T gener41 feeling that there 
is BO:!Ie iJ!!,proprietT in 3D. officer transterring to a lederu po8i­
tion in which he, b7 design or othentlae, h in a dl-att-deterred 
atatus, and then transferring back to his orig1n.al tlllplo18r after 
accepting the State Department.' e lIIOn8T tor approxl.laate:l.y a 7&4r. 

I also question the pl'Opr1.ety ot the St to De~t pexmtting 
h1rA to transfer back to the Dep3r1;:Jlent. of the Interior. I see no 
re:lSGn lodlT lin officor in th1tI position hould be ral.8aeed until he 
hilS tultilled hl.e cO'DI:I1t:Dent IiIld just1t1ed thlJ tra1n.1n& :md aal.ar7 
\lhich were provided to him by the Department of State for ~ 
lIIOnthll. I boll.cve h. ehould ha.,. been required aither to tulfill 
his assigrmlent in Viet-Nam, after 'llhicb he could han been trans­
ferred back to Interior I or e1.ae obUged to resign !rom the Service 
and r&-app.l.y to the Department of the Interior if he so deaired. 

lihatover Ur. Eckert. ' . :l.nterra1 III:)t1v&t4.ons lII37 have been, and I .. 
del'in1te.l.y not preoum1ng to jTJdgo theA, I think the cxtem,al tact. 
of the carlO re not satietactory. and indeed doubt thllt his action 
lIOIlld have beon tolerated in an earlier day, wen pemo.ps concept. 
Sllch U obligaUon and duty 'Were taken IIOre rJOrious:l.y thm the;r are 
now. Even if' Mr. ekert. concluded quite objective:l.y that he 'lB. not 
equipped tor FQre~ Service life, h. should, in ~ view, have been 
obliged to pertOJ'll. the sen1ce tor lItdcb he ¥is trained and paid 
tor a.t least. eme tour. 


