
File 
February 18. 1970 

o/FSI/V'IC - Ogden WUll_s, Coordinator 

David A. Vinn, 'FSO-7, CORDS XXI 

I bad received 1l1ll8llarandUn fran the ~e Division that this officer .. uncooperative in cla8IS and that, although he pos­sessed eonaidarab1e natural latlgllAlge talellt, he vu not putting fat"th his best e!'tort8 and indeed w.a . hol~ b&clc other llIembers ot his l.quage claas. I talked with Mr. Winn on Februar,r 16 and asked him wat bis pt"ob1S1 s_ed to be. He said that he st1ll carried a heav,r l.oad ot bitterness about the tact that he vas being sent to Viet-HIIIII Wile other people who CIIIIe into the For~ Semee at the 83IIIe t1JIIe were given othet' options and going to other countries. He said that thi8 resenbnent lIIade him lIQIIebaW "I'III1U1ng to learn Vietnane8e even though he bad no intellectual pt"ob1ems with the language. I asked him 1Ihather this lias a pqeho1ogica1. block bqond bis control CIl' whether he lSimpJ¥ vaa not making the ettort that he could. He said that the latter was the case. I to1d h:bn that as a Foreign Service Otfieer he lIIust realize that he would have a suece88ion ot foreign asaigDllenta, 8OII1e ot which he would be enthuaiastic about in advance and vice Vet'81l, and that perbapa he should view hi8 pt"eeent ..".,gnment in that light. He agreed in prin­ciple but could not SUppress his feelings ot bitterneea that other ~ officers were given the Idnd of aea1grmtent he waul.d have pt"etarred. I suggested that Winn take the initiative and diacuaa his pt"oblems with John Dq at the .-rUest po8sible opportunity, and said that I would do the AIle. Mr. Winn eon­cur-red in this idea and said he would be in touch with Mr. Dq right ..,..,. 

When I have been abl.e to reach John Dq, I vill l!IlUeat, tor his consideration, that Winn be dropped tran language course and sent to Viet-He :1media~. This would ernIb1e h:bn to get the Viet-X. tour behind hlIIl u I!IOOn as pod1hle end, at the _e t1Jae, reave hllIl tr(lll a situation in which he apper­antly is detracting trill the efforts or others, as well as wasting the t1JIIe ot the language 1natructora. I was unab1e to reach Hr . Dq on February 16 or 17 but will hope to do so in the near future in at"dar to resolve this case. 
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