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SUBJECT: The FUture o£ the Viet-He Training Center 

The V'1'C is in lIlT view lIare bel...ruered by evClts now than at any' 

tiae in the put •• 0 m as I .. e.ware, and it mq be d1.fticUlt or 

jmpo .. ib1e tOJ! this School to provide the aerv1eN to CORDS/Viet­

lila that it has provided in the pa.t. We are faced with probl .. a 

in the tollOll1ng erea.a I 

a. Student Knrolhlent. CORDS Clas. nv entered the BaIlie 

Cour.e on hbl'iiii7 16. 'hie elaa. IndudN 31 per.ona, ot vhOll 26 

are millt.ar,', 3 are AID, 1 i.e USIA, end 1 i. !'rOIl State. The 

partiC!Ular probl .. area i. State. In order to tUl.tUl its cCllllllit­

ment to CClIDS/V1et-We. State woUld have to enr'oll 31 otficer. 

betlreen noV and June):). AII:you knoV, State rllcentlT decided not 

to .Mld junior oUicer. on their first tour to Viet-Na-1Ih1ch 

effectively closed ott that avenue ot anrollment--and baa not Tilt 

taken eUllctin llleuur.e to provide lIore aenior Foreign ServiCII 

Ottieers. It IIIq be that State has decided it i. unable or unwill­

illl to provide volunteers or directed a.aignees. To Mote it has 

not evan been possible here to get even & clear anlflllll' to that 

que.tion, but I believe CORDS/Viet-lf_ shoUld be into:naed. .It the 

prNettt. t1Jfte. it thus appeara that t'uture V'l'C cluaN Yil.l. r8lS .. ble 

Clus m in tfll'lllS ot student enrollment. 

~. Bu~et7: Restrictions . Because ot ita awn budget.ar,' 

probl_a. re<tUll'ed viR! to cut back more than a $100,000 

in n 70 and to r.n.ect such eutbaelca in n 71. Thia Yil.l. allmi­

nate the Fort Bregg trip, probab~ r8qlUre _e reduction in aWt. 

and nec8ISsitate other eeanCllliea. We can live With theee econcnles, 

but the tact ot budgetary cutbacks has morale overtone. 1Ih1ch Ire 

perhaps even 110" meaningtUl. than the ac~ual funds involved. 

Another jmpor-tent point .hoUld be lIIade. All the 1Jtudent b~ becCIIIN 

eight-tenths mili tar:r. AID mq be ineZ'euinglT raluetant to p&1' the 

bill tor mllitarT .tudents and 111"1' undaretandab~ raise a question 

u to vJv it would not be better to turn the entire training proeram 
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over to the lIIilitary". Such a lIIove is perticlll.ar~ po881ble aince 
V'1'C is now funded b7 the Office of the Asl!d.atant AQftinistratol' IrK 
PerlSOll1\al and ~ower and no longer bT the Vietnal Bureau. The 
Ol'iginal White HOUlle direetive 1Ihich required AlD to U8IIIIe the 
tundillg re8pOMibUi~ tor V'l'C is incre&l!liIl&l7 becarlng a d.1lI his­
torical lIIanor)" in 4Ill7 cue. and it 18 not even & lIIanor)" to the 
people now reepona1ble for tund1ng V'I.C J llince the VietMlll Bureau 
is now out ot the act. ThUll it is not an 1aposs1bUi~ t.b.at the 
whole concept ot V'll: as a ciYilian institution, and as a prototwe 
for othtlt' interagenc;y t.rainiJlg in the future, lIIaT be in j eopard;y. 
You 1IJ.tq or lila)" not feel. that th1.8 is a lIIean1.ngtul issue. 

c. Student C&l'e81' nevelopllent. Todq & ve'l7 pranising AID 
long-term iii'iiUiie omcer h'CIII eiaea ron, llho WILlI dus to go 
torward to Viet-NlIIl in AprU, submitted hie res1gxlation because 
he baa becane convinced, balled on the cperiance ot AID pera<ml8l 
returniJl8 :f'raII Viet-NIIIJI, that ha hal! no realistic hope tor a 
career in AID 1IOl'k after Viet-N., and he cannot defer eerious 
pl..,n1ng tor hie future 1Ihen it s_s virtuallJr certain that he 
will be unemployed 18 lIIonthS fran naif if he eontinu88 With his 
Viet-NaIll &8sigment. Tbi. is a moat unfortunate eituation since 
the particulU" otficer eoneerned had volunteered tor AID and tor 
Viet-lI_ beeau8a he wanted to be in AIP, whereas 1II81V (and perhaps 
IIlOSt) of the other AID officers are continuing With their present 
progr8111 pr1m~ in order to avoid being dra!ted. 

There ie nothing that 81V ot us can do about AID's budgetar)" pres· 
sures. There 1s probablJr nothing ve can do to :1JI!prove the empl07-
ment proepecte of th8lle AID otficers (most of whaIt ue torJller Peace 
Corps lien and excellent material). There probab~ should be eaae· 
thing we can do all repr<U the State Department's v1lJ.1ngnesa to 
IIUppOl't CORDS/Viet-He in accordance with it.. prior ~i1aentl. 
The vro itaelt has abaolutel7 no leYeragB in thU utter. There 
is no parent agenc;y in Waahington With a real bureaucratic inter­
est in the eontinuanee of V'ltJ. our onlT ~taner i.8 CORDS!V1et-H •• 
It pl'UlfUl'e 18 to be applied, I believe it lIlgt be appllad bT )"Ou. 
In t.hia connection, I would etl'ongl;r urge that a llleeting be held 
between )"Ourself, .b!bueador Sullivan, Mr. SoUenberger and lI!YIIeli'. 
Since TOU VUl be tull;y ~ccup:1ed w:1. th the Fulbright hearinga tor 
the next ~w dqaI. IIIlCh a lleetina would have to take place after 
Tou have canpleted 70ur appear.ncee at such hearings. lben. I 
hope 70U would agree to request a meeting with Ambusador Sullivan, 
and 1fG wUl adjUllt our schedules accordinglJr. If this propoeal 
meets with your t:ppIl'oval, could TOU inform llIe as to Tour wiahee 
on extension 70700? 

cc: 
EA:WHSullivan 
O/FSI :HESollenberger 

O/FSI/VTC :OWilliams:pak 2/16/70 


