
mtEIGN SERVICE mtl'rom 

Mr. Frank A. O ..... s1d 
otf':l.ee of the AlIB18tant 

Ch1ar or Stalt, cams 
)G). MUX:<JlDS 
Aro San :trane1~ 96243 

Dear Frankl 

ow ChV'Oh. 

One of our start mEilbera receo~ retumec1 trom " trip to Viet-Ie 
.and said that you were IXInee4'n8d &lQll, t V1.et-ll1!lll. 'L'ra1n1lIg Center 
(V'l'C) U'iptl to the lU'eIto He ea1d;ron ~~ felt that"e 
di.ould Mld on:tr one or tliID ot the fJen10r unagement group, 1Ibo 
would then briar au the course inetrttetora as neee8$1!.l'7. 

Aetlvlll,y. there ill ~dEll'abl.e pa.,t hi.torT (Ill t.h1. enmjeet in 
wbieh Len lfqoard. O&orge Jaecibson, and Bill Colby have bee pel'aona.:u:- 1nw~ved. I believe it 111 the COI1Stl1D.a!la ot all of U8 
thlit (1) it tit v1~ ilIIportant to !Jeld "ell~t.t'amed people to 
Viet-Xam in adviflOl'7 poB1tlONJ, partleula;rlT in the 'PS.' and DSf. 
jobsJ (2) V'l'C 1. dotna thiIJ to tlle aatietaction of CORDS; and 
(3) one reQClll fC1t' our !!billt,' to do this 111 that ,. have eo rar 
been abl.e, to lIUlinta1ll, and evan blproTe, the qu.:l.1.t,y o! the 
1nstl"uction hEll'S, pa1*tieulEll'lT in t .eclIs ot 1-$'1'1... I,t"e are 
to 1tell our students the 'IIfq" it HI· we eifli .. hive COCUItant.l7 
to bring in new faeul.t,T Jll8lbera freab 1'r<1Il tbe tiel.c! as aM1tiona 
to 0Ia" statt I or n have to lIeIld key start 111_81''' to the field 
f!NftrT six aonthIJ to kIep the Updaiad.. FM one CIIIIpl.e. in the 
Di.trict Operations Cour .. we Ule '1\"1mg Bang DUtrtct in HaD. lIg)na 
Province a.s a teaching scenario to deacrlbe ~ that god 
en in the district and epe¢i1.'1ea.1.J:11it1at the duties are of the 
~. Juab81'S of the dUt.t'lct t$Qllt. I think it no e:r.aggerat1en 
to ffll1' that we have acre deta.U.ed knoll'l.edge of this district ~t 
here in \l~n than M,Y AMt'ican doeIJ 1%1 Viet-WI.1II. except1%W 
otllJ" the DSl himaaU. 'l1:dtll is b$C&Uae Qf periodic updating. 

Another prlnc1pJ.e Vl'I mainta.1n at tIrl.. ed:Iool is that no one ill 
pm'lll1t.ted to te&ch a eoura6 weas he lmnsCll.t ha,p had actual 
tield axperlonce tn that. particUlar discip11ne in Viet-"iaIIr. FC1t' 
that. realtcn I. tar exa!Ipl.e, do not qua.U!'.r l!!;Y1I8ll' to inetruet in 
the District OperatiOirl8 Cour •• even though I have spent six year. 
in V~. fctr t.hs simple reaaan that I have never been a DisU'ict. 
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Senior AdviBor. We do not run here a s.ehool which incul.eatetJ general 
I#inc1ples at operations, or theoretical gflll$'alizatiOl'llS about Viet­
Nam. We aJm to produce officers, particular17 in the P5A. and DSA 
area., 'Who are able to CCIIIIIenee tunetioning in Viet-Nao: the dq the;r 
arrive ill their A881gned stations. In the eo.se of PSA I s, we usual.ly" 
know \Ih1ch province the man will be ass:l.gned to, and one such PSA 
knElif the name of evf1t"J v1l.lage ill his province before he ever a.rrivod 
ill- C01.Intry, tor ~ one exauple. 

As one 1410 has observed inCl'edll>le nonpro£essionalillll in the wrq we 
Americans have gone about the Vie'~-NlIII problem over the 7eare, 
~uding an enormoue fa.i1ure in the areas of tt'ain1ng our people 
in all categories before 'We sand them to Viet-Nam, I ao: part1cularq 
anxious to maintain 141atav81" sta:ndards at protessiona1181!1 we can 
here at this ecb.ool. I am sure that Colb7 and Je.eobson gener~ 
teel the SIlme wq, and r enclose a CO'f.1Y' ot a recent latter frt1l1 Jake 
as ovidernee at MACV polley in this area. 1he $1,200 round trip 'We 
pIq to keep our faculty'member. real1sticaJ.q credible in the 8pe­
e1.t1c areas at then- irultruct10n here at this school ie, in m"¥ 
opinion, a drop in the buclcet When you consider that our millta17 
inves tment alone in Viet-N81I runs at $80 1I1'1111on a ~. quite apart 
fran 1Ihat AID and State !pend. 

We 8PecUl.~ do not Villh to tie up the time at people in Viet-Nao: 
unprofitabl3', and tor this reason each visitor has II spee1.t1ed area 
of intereat \Ih1ch does not "'gII' fieant.lTovGl'l.ap lIith that at other 
ke;y Visitors fran VTC. I did notsu£ter bocndoggles g1ad1~ eithsr 
in Chieu Hoi or lUI head at Rural Af'fairs in Viet-N:IIl in the old dqa. 
and r assure )'Ou Wit are not in the boondoggUng businelUl now. Per­
haps m"¥ Views are IlI1staken, but I do hope the :fcregomg b.aIs been or 
lSt1I1e reasSllranee to you and thet our statf Villitll frail VTC 1dll not 
bring 1lXldue burdEmS. 

Karl Htihler, Cha1rzum at the Basic: Course, is scheduled to BPald tI«> 
weeks in-C01lXltry in the first half at March. In the latter part at 
that I!IOIlth, L'IC Lorne Black, the new Cha:I.rman at the District opera­
tions Course. hopae to visit different ~e!I.e lind stud;y dif1'erent 
thjJ!gs. Per m"¥ correspondence lIith Jake, we have undertaken here 
to a.-ur6 that the request tar eotlcurrE!tnee goeIIJ out at lsast 30 dqa 
in ad'lanee of the pt'OPOlIe<i ETA. We will adhet"e ta1~ to this 
proeedure in the fUture, and regret the one instance of past tauure 
in this area of \d:Uch I «II a.ware. 

I hope ~u are stlll en;!opng Viet-N81I attar all ;your 7ears of serv­
ice there. I gathe:r we are making good progress in most areas. 

With b$llt lI:1ehea, 

Sinee:t'e.q , 

,;I'>\. Enclosure : 
~\c.' -'> Letter 

~" o .1' 

/.5/ 
Ogden 'loTUlifft8 
Coordinator 
Viet-NlIII Train1~ Center 

~,i " .,. cc: MACCORDS - Leonard Maynard 
o· 

o/Fsr!VTC:OWilliams:pak 1/28/70 
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, I 
APO SA '" F "_ ,. 96222 

Office of the As SiS \ '/ ief of Staff, CORDS 
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MACCORDS 

Mr. Ogden Williams 
Coordinator 
Vietnarn Training Center 
Foreign Service Institute 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 20520 

Dear Ogden: 

16 January 1970 

Thank you for your letter of January 2, 1970. Howard Levy 
is here and is planning an extensive tour in the countryside for a 
variety of reasons, but especially to pick up info on specific ways 
in which Vietnamese language speakers us e the language. Any 
insights thus derived should be useful in improving your language 
course. I had a long talk with Mr. Levy and will also see him 
before he leaves. 

Let me say again, that in principle, you and all of your 
staff members are more than welcome to visit us and may expect 
to receive all necessary support . As you realize, the failure to 
receive clearance from us arises generally because the request 
failed to reach us in time. Let us partially follow your suggested 
procedure for clearances, i. e . 30 days advance notice, etc ., with 
cables slugged for me. Let us not, however, depend on the lack 
of a response. Rather, I will be sure to answer promptly, .. thus 
insuring that all concerned are notified. Let me here and now agree 
to LTC Lorne Black's trip. I also agree to your suggestion that 
VTC people check in with Len Maynard or with me. (You are aware 
of the few days of moderate anxiety we felt b ecause Jim May had 
not done this . I hasten to add, however, that this wasn't Jim's 
fault. ) 



To your suggestion on checking-in procedures, let me add 
a r,efinement. CORDS/PER, as you may know, has been trans­
ferred to US AID for the most part, and checking in there doesn't 
necessarily mean that CORDS is informed of the arrival of one of 
your staff. Your people should check in not only with CORDSI 
USAID Personnel, but also with Byron Botts, CORDS Training 
Officer, as well as with Len Maynard. 

I understand you have had some bitter cold weather in 
Washington. Keep warm. Happy Year of the Dog. 

Warmly, 


