
l'OREIGN SERVICE DlSTITt7l'E 

Janual7 13, 1970 

Dr. John Lydg&te 
Aanlltant Protessal' ot Hilltory 
Georgetown llniv8rlllty 
W .. b1ngton, D. C. 20007 

Dear Johnl 

Encl08ed ill a coW of a letter sent todq to hlbaandor 

Bui Di... I do not know lihether the Vietn.neH are, in 

tact, Ol'ganiz1ng & del.eptiOll ot VUitiD& proteallOr' al' 

lIbeth .. thill is an idea that got etarted but died along 

the wliF'. In &lIT cue, I hope the letter doell 11<1118 good. 

With beat willbea, 

Enclosure I 
A8 stated 

O/FSI/IlTC :OWilliams :pak 

SincC'el7, 

/s/ 

Ogden W1"i ... 
Coordinatal' 
Viet-li_ '1r~ Center 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W a5l'1ln~ton, D .C . 20520 

FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITU'lE 

His Excellency Bui Diem 
Embassy of Viet-Nam 
2251 R Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20008 

Dear Bui Diem: 

January 13, 1970 

Referring to nry letter of November 17, 1969, I take this occasion 
again to support the candidacy of Professor John Lydgate to be a 
member of any delegation invited by the Government 'of Viet-Nam to 
visit Viet-Nam. 

Enclosed is a copy of Professor Lydgate1s most recent letter to 
Mr. Nguyen Hoan. I do not know if the Vietnamese Goverment is, 
in fact, inviting American professors to see for themselves the 
situation in Viet-Nam but, if so, I think Professor Lydgate would 
be an excellent candidate . 

On another subject, we again much appreciated your appearance 
before our students January 5. Your authoritative grasp of the 
situation and your flexible approach to the problems involved 
always make an excellent impression on our students, and we hope 
that you will be able from time to time to help us as you have 
done in the past. 

With many thanks and bes t regards, 

Enclosure: 
Letter dated 1/8/70 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Ogden Williams 
Coordinator 
Viet-Nam Training Center 



GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 20007 

DIE~ ... JltTMCNT 0'" HI.TORY 

;,ir . Ne;uyen Roan, Counsellor 
Embassy of Vietnam 
Vlashington, D. C. . 20008 

Dear 11r. Hoan: 

January 8, 1970 

I appreciate your taking the time to see me this afternoon 
in connection with my interest in travelling to Vietnam to see 
something of the country whose politics and history I teach to 
students here at the University. 

Briefly, I first became int erested in Southeast Asia in 
1954, and I received my B.A. from Yale and Ph.D. from London 
at the School of Oriental and African Studies. For the past 
three years I have been lecturing on Vietnamese h1story at the 
School of Foreign Serv1ce. 

Since 196::, ..r\'C\.\),- been a critic of the Un1t ed States m1l1tary 
policy in Vietnum, feeling that po11t1cal conSiderations had been 
unduly subordinated to military events. Accordingly, r always 
tr1ed in my courses and seminars with students to reconcile po­
litical policy with military strategy, which r now believe I1r . 
Nixon's policy of withdrawal has a fair possibi11ty of achieving. 

But this is the point: How can we professors in our 
nat10n's un1versities be expected to meet the students (usually 
over the barricades) unless governments, yours and ours, meet 
us halfway ;'Iith help such as on-the-spot e:A.-posure. 'On1y this 
can give we1ght to what we are trying to do in the classroom. 
We are trying not to argue one '1lay or another but simply to 
understand the historical s1tuat10n. 

I enclose an outline of a speech I gave to 'the Norator1um 
Committee in this regard. 

If, indeed, an early opportunity arises to be invited to 
v1sit your country , I shall be grateful if you would cons1der me 
as a candidate. '. 

S1ncere1y yours, 

~ c:o~'" ~~1-e 
Dr. John Lydgate c: 
Ass1stant Profeaso f story 


