
FOOEIGN SERVICE IlIS'l'ITO'l1S 

Jfr. George D. Jacobson Assistant Chief of Staff, cams MACCORDS 
c/o American ~uey Sajgon, Viet-N_ 

Dear Jake: 

Ja:rnutrT 2, 1970 

It vas a great relief to be able to talk to 70U on the phone on 
Decelllber :n {our time} concerning the visit of Capt. Joel Gardner. 
I enclose copies ot correspondence with respect to Gardner, and I 
n-1UIlcl7 was not a1l3re that concurrence had not been received or 
ve would have postponed his trip. One ccnpllcating factor hare 
is that there is cOIllliderable delq in getting menages through 
channels to Vl'C even after they arrive in WUhing1;on, and since 
the request for concurrence had gone out on December 10, I 1Il'0ngly 

8.88l111ed a reply had been received. 
The hIplicationa of the C:rta::PAC lIIessage (enclosed) vere that sane­
one in Saigon telt that ve were being essentially redundant in 
sending people to Viet-Ne. Actuel.ly, the onl)" redundancy, it 
an;y, occurs when people like JIIYlIel.t, Gw Jones, or J1m May- visit 
the country, since our scope of interSllts is vt47 broad, and could 
overlap. Our instructor pe1'sonne1, on the other hand, have rather 
narrow objectives epecilicall7 keyed to the subject the;r teach in 
the various courses here. In that lIanae, I attach even higher 
priority to their trips than I lIOuld to "1117 OlIn. We try to be vt47 
proud of the fact that our instructors can tell the IItudents ~1I1e 
1Ia7 it ill" with a n-eah and realistic perspective, and indeed this 
is nec .. sary since so 1IIan;y ot our students have had previOUS tDpe­
rience in Viet-N_. Indeed, it there 18 &Jl1thing that lIets vro 
apart n-an other training institutiona, it 111 the 'A;f we have been 
able to keep our material tresh b7 updating the sWf. You rea1l)" 
can count on UII to pre:vent boondoggles and can be aasured that we 
vill not send psople to Viet-NIII!I tor J!lean1~_ purposes. Looking to the future, Howard !Avy, Chairman of the ~e 
Division, is nov avsiting )'Our clearance. He had intended to 
spend the period Jsnuar,y 7 - 21 in Viet-N8III, but ve are DOlI 
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holding hilII until we hear f'ran you. He is a very innovative person 

and wants to make our language training here more directly relevant 

to the needs of the CORDS advisor. I agree that much can be done 

in this area, because many ot the former students have said that 

the vocabulary and thrust ot the language train1ng here have been 

too much oriented towards the needs of an JlDbassy officer in Salgon, 

with inadequate coverage of what a District Advisor must be able to 

talk about on the ground. I therefore think Levy-' s trip will be 

very useful. GUT Jones baa alreadT received a lIlessage confirming 

his two-week visit in the first hal! or February (enclosed). Also 

in February, we lIOuld very much like to send Lro Lome Black, the 

new Cha1ntan of our District Operations Course. He was PSA in 

An XUTen in 1966-67 and is a great addition to our starf, but he 

needs to update himsal1' on what has been accanpl.ished in Viet-N. 

at Province and District levels since his departure. Since )'Ou all have felt in the past that these trips are in CORDS 

best interests and are not unduly burdensCllle to you, perhaps a 

str~1ned clearance procedure would be acceptable, and I would 

solicit )'Our frank cCllll!lents. I lIOuld suggest a procedure under 

lIhlch vro would notif';r )'Ou at least .30 daye in advance of a pro­

posed trip, giving the otficer's ~e, purpose and scope ot trip, 

and suggested areas to be viSited. The Illes sage would be elugged 

tor you by ~e, and we would asl5Ullle clearance unless we received 

word frCIII you that the trip was not desired at that time. Under 

the pr8llent system, concurrence may cane in IIbortly before the 

proposed departure date of the officer and then have to filter its 

wq through the various message centers in Washington, lIhlch always 

causes considerable last minute nervousness, change of reservations, 

and the l.ike. The 30 days advanced notice lIOuld Pl'88llllablJ'" give )'OU 

plenty of t1me to stop the trip for any reason )'Ou wanted to, and 

make things simpler for all concerned. In the past, the visiting 

officer has checked in :lmmed1atelJ'" with CORDS personnel, but I think 

it would be an 1mprovanent to suggest that our people not only hit 

CORDS personnel but also specifically notifY Len Maynard upon their 

arrival.. Their movements in-country would or course be subject to 

the wishes ot all concerned at your end. At)'Our convenience, 

please let me know )'Our reaction to the above. The general situation in Viet-N. certainly looks better, even frCIII 

this end where opinion baa long been conditioned to believe little 

of a constructive nature about the war. As one who has consistently 

preached and tried to practice "V1e~1zation~ for more than 10 

years, it doea ses as if our policies are on a sounder buis than 

they ever have been. 



With but Y1ehes, 

Encl.OIJUl'e8 f 
1. Dept. Ie 205305 to Saigon 2. ho trCIII Capt. Qe.rdnar dtd 10/28/69 to HI'. W1lliJas 

Sincerely, 

/ .5 / 
Ogden W1lli8l!ls Coordinator 
Viet-NlIII Tra1D:1.ng Center 

3. COOp!cls 272210Z dtd 12/21/69 

O/FSI/V'll: :OWilliams :pak 1/2/70 
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V?C proposes visit, of ~aptain Joel R. Gardne~ (US:,C), Associz:;:,e CilE.irr..:.c. of ohe V?C District Operations Coarse, d~ing perio~ ~€cenber 2~, 1969 and January 19, 1970. : Itinerary to include S;;.igor;, Hau Kg~,ia ?c'ov::.nce, 

" 
I Quang Ngai /Eha..'1h Roa Province andjB::b'lhx::3 ~ovince . Purpose of trip is c.?ca ;;:"::s 

I on subject matter pertinent "CO District and ,Basic courses to include RV!-;;2C 
I organizatio:1 , RD , CG, PRU, Refugees , Village Self Develop:r.eno, Public 

I 
I Works a..'1d Social vlelfare. ETA .-Jill follow after YJis sion concu~ence . 
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or. ,1.. F'OnM "'0. '" M"~' ~ :U";"ION C;;~.... 'i< (41 erR) 1: 1-11.' 

U:\; TED STATES GOVERX:v1El\l' 

TO 

FROM 

O/FSI/VTC - Hr. OgdFn Vlilliams 

~\ /~ .' ------("l~ O/FSI/VTC - C p pel 'i ' Gardner, USHC 
\ . ) 

DATE: Oc-;;pber 2c, '5.c.5i 

SUBJECT: Prpppsed Viet~~isitatipn 
I 
I 

I returned frpm my last /Viet-Nam tpur .on !-lay 17, 1968, al'ld ~las initially 

assigned tp Headquarters, Karine Cprps, and then reassigned tp the Viet­

Nam Training Center .on: I-Iay 9, 1969. A nprrial tpll," ;cp," pffice,"s .of !'-;[ 

rank is three years) although there is a posibiliT.Y of' assignment to 

an intermediate- level schppl in Qaanticp during the last six mpnohs. 

Therefpre, I fprsee np! reassignment pripr tp J~~ua~;[ 1971 at the earliest. 
'ihe main gpal .of my visiting Viet- Na.'1l 1-lOuld be tp update myself .on 

the particular subject matter fpr I·:hich I am either the prime or oackup 

instructpr in ohe District and Basic Cpurses . These are RV"AF prganizaoipn, 

SD, CG, PRU, Refugees, Village Self Develpp:nent, Puolic Hprks, Spc:'al 

Vlelfare , and DIOCC. I 

Prpppsed Dates .of Visi t : 28 December 1969 l 17 January 1970 
j 

! Prpppsed Itinerary : I 
I 1. Trang Sang District, Hau Nghia Prpvince, III Cprps. The .objective 

.of 'risiting this district Hpuld be tp update myself and the res;; of the 

District Cpurse staff on the village .of Gia Binh, I,hich is the s::bject. 

.of the Village Exercise. ,~eas .of interest are village gpver~'1leno, 

self development, taY~tipn, a~d security, tp include PSDF training by RD, 

PF, and lt~TS; public health, agriculture, and DIOCC. Prpppsed ~ength 

.of visit, a minim~'1l .of; 10 days. 
2. Khanh Hpa Prpvince', II Corps. I Hpuld like tp visit this p,"pv"ince, 

1-1he ,"e I Has the rtD/CG/PRU advispr, because I can better evaluate ;;:"e 

perfprmance .of these prpgrams, past and present, in a prpvince llith 

which I a'1l familiar . Prpppsed length .of visit, 4 days (including 
travel time) . 

3. Binh Spn District, ~ Quang Ngai Prpvince, I Cprps. A visi;; -,:itr, 

Ha:cir.e CAP units in this area wpuld be useful tp cpmpare methpds and 

effectiveness .of training emplpyed by them and the }L~TS teams fpr PF 

and ?SDF. I wpuld als.o like tp visit. the refugee resettlement hamleos 

.on the Batangan PeninsMla tp get mpre detailed infprmatipn .on r efugee 

--resett.lement and spcial Helfare at the dist:hco level. }tf firs t tpur 

was spent primarily in this area. Prpppsed ' length .of visit, 4 days. 

Buy U.S . Savings Bonds Regularly 011 the PayroU Savings Ptall 



4. frur ing my visit I would also li~e to visit Vung 7au to obse~ve 
traini~g of village officials and to observe the t~aining exercise 
given to ~IOCC advisors. (This exer cise is ' being p~ese~eed in the 
DOC course in a modified version to fit the districe l-'e study . ) 

I 

In order to get an in-depth vie" and to gatr_er the vase quaneity 0= 
information l,e would like to have for the DOC course, I Hi2.l requi~e 

21 days in country (to include arrival, departure , and traveli ng daees) . cc : 
O/FSI/VTC : ~Jones O/E'SI /V7C :J Al1ay O/FSI/VTC :DLQuaid 

, , 

O/FSI/VTC :JRGar dner :kj , 
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I. REF A DiS CUSSED PRopbsED VISIT OF CAPT AIN JOEL R, nAR~I\~R. US~C • . 

ASSOCIATE CHA!~MAN OF T~E VTC DISTRICT OPERATIONS COURS~ ~ ~~ RVq. c 

2. REF Eo ADVISED OF NONrCONCURRENCE 11\ TH'IS VISIT BY A'1~;" ",AlGi)" 

AND COMU SMACV. NON - CONCURRENCE GIVEN BECAUSE MR. JAMES ~AY' )E ~ W7Y 

DIRECTOR OF THE VTC . DE?ARTEO VIETNAM 10 DEC AND ~E WAS EXT~EvE_v 

SUCCESSFUL IN·'C-.oL L~CTING iNFORMATION FOR THE VTC PROG i'<AM . 

3. REF 5 SUGGEST'S CAPTA!N~ARDNER VISIT VIETNAM IN MARCH WHICh ... O.JL) 

BE A MORE OPPORTUNE TIME . 
i· 

I 

I . 


