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Recent Develo~U at VTC 

Tbe followiaa are aa.e of the bilblighta of activity bere in recent ·veeka, to keep you posted: 

1. Poasible Her Tra1D1na KhdODS for Military and Naval Persoomel 
a. We _r.e .ree.at"ly info~Uy approached by coatacU fr_ tbe Depart­...ut of the Ar-.y who 1pdicated that Army 1s ~ideriaa puttiDg oa a special 4-day orientatiOD aDd baekgrOUDd a .. sion for aU Aeneral officers and Colonels goiaa to V1et-"- to aaa_ c' od podtiona. Very rough eatt.ates projected about 100 General officera aDd 2~ Coloaala per year. The Depart.ellt of the Array repre .. atatives raiaed tbe queation as to whether VTC aigbt _t be the beat possible place to conduct" aucb traiD1aa. They are _-.:-e that ve conducted brief seasiona for DEPCORDS officers like Ted LoDs, John Gunther DeaD, ~sador'PuDkbauser, etc. Our reputatioD seems to be geDerally high iD tbe DepartmeDt of the Array, aDd it .. y be tbat aa.. people feel that our iD8igbts could usefully be caamunicated to seDior caaaanders goiDS to Viet-Nam. I told thea that ve vould have to get .are precise data on tbe numbers involved, scbeduliaa and tbe like. I susaested that perhaps ve should deal only vitb tbe General officers, in order to reduce tbe ouaber of trainees involved. They initially doubted if it would be feasible to split tbe program between the Generals and tbe Colonels, but said they would probably be back witb .are detailed figures. 

Coaaeot: ID prinCiple, I believe the Institute sbould exert leadership where it CAn. I doubt the feasibility of handliaa the very substantial numbers involved in this idea, but since the prosr .. is only a 4-day one which aight be scheduled four t1aes a year, for example, it se_ wortb exploring furtber on a strictly infor.al, low profile, basis. There ia nothiaa at aU fit1ll in the picture yet. In any c .. e, no language trainiDS would be involved and no extra costa would be incurred by VIC. 
b. For the past several IBOntbs we have been providing individualized operations and language training to Captain Willi .. Crowe of tbe Navy, who is goiDS to Viet-Nam .. tbe Senior Naval Advisor. (Navy i. ret.bursina State for the language trainiDS.) Crowe is very enthusiastic about the insights he h .. received here and asked if we would perait naval personnel 



to diacuas witb us possibilities of providing training at VTC for senior naval advisory personnel going to Viet-Naa. Here again ia an opportunity for the Institute to provide leadersbip and exert a beneficial influence in the foreign affaira area. I will keep you fully posted as .oon .. this proposal becomes anything more than just an idea. 

2. PSA - DSA Progr .... 

I bave previoualy forwarded to you SDae background .. terial on the problem of reveraing tbe Province Senior Adviaor and Di.trict Senior Advisor progr .... 

3. Furtber DeveloJ)!!!nt. reI VTC "sponsorship" 

2 

You viII recall our conversation vith General Haig at the time of Kissinger'. visit to VTC, when ve described the precarious bureaucratic existence of VIC and when General Raig suggested ve sbould bave an NSDK, etc. You al.o remember that during the time of our budgetary confrontation with A.I.D., I met with Raig and received his a.surances that they would support the priority of our mi.sion. More recently, Don Brew.ter, who bas recently joined tbat staff, ba. reque.ted backup material on VTC, to include evaluation. perfor.ed by CORDS/Viet-Nas, the Department of tbe Aray, and others, whicb I bave provided. Whetber or not anything viII come of all this in teras of reaffirmation of VTC's priority ia still problematical, but ve are hopeful. 

4. Visit to Viet-Naa 

Within a few weeks, end vith your concurrence, I hope to request CORDS clearance for a visit to Viet-Nam in January. My la.t visit there for VTC vas in October 1969. Among the iteas of ~ atill incomplete agenda will be to negoUate a pouible takeover by CORDS of the language training COlts for military students at VTC (or possibly all students?) 80 as to penlit a reversal of the present PSA and DSA language progr.... Naturally. considerable staff work will bave to be done at thi. end before January, to make sure this i. the solution we want. Another principal it .. will be to explore more thoroughly tban has yet been done exactly what we can do in the training area to give real backup to the new program directions in Viat-Nam. These directions include greater empbasis on politico­econOlllic development, greater' "civiUanization" of the struggle. etc. I would vant to talk at length to _n Uke John Gunther Dean, Ted Long, Jobn Vann and others, quite apart frOlll .enior official. in CORDS. tbe Embas.y and A.I.D. Already our Diatrict Courae, for exa.ple, is heavily weighted toward non-aecurity aspect. of training, but I am sure you feel ge .ust do more in this area. 
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