
Hoaorable Robert C. Byrd (D-W.ve.) 
U.S. Seute 
Wa.hinston, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Byrd: 

NoVllllber 6, 1970 

consratulationa on your recent re-elaction. I miaht add that 1 .. a r .. ident of Hardy County, We.t Virlinia, and had the pl ... ure of votins for you. 

The attachad clippina 1 •• elf-explanatory. I have per.onally encountered thb probl .. in We.t Virsinia. La.t aprins 1 tried to plent corn ... d and found that, in the Southern State. Cooperative outleta in both Moorefield and in Front Royal, Virsinia, 1 va. unable to buy .!!!I. .ud that va. not tr .. ted by dieldrin. In pan ti_a 1 have found .yaelf unable to buy Ira .. aeed or clover .. ed that w .. not tr .. ted with DM or .~ other insecticide. 1 .. therefore obliled by the coa.ercial practice. of tha principal outlet. which aervice the We.t Virlinia farDer to put .eed on the sround which will inevitably kill off cODliderable nuabers of birds before the .eed hal had ti_ to serad.nate. I do not particularly care for klll1na of·f the bird. on -.y property. Inc1eed, 1 would 10 to conaiderable lansth. - and have - to Und untr .. ted ... d fr_ any .ource I can locate. 

I do not know whether you are in a pOiltlon to bave direct influence in thb _tter, but I ... ure you kaow people who do. I belleve it i. up to the Conar ... to taka ursent action to protect tbe enviraa.ent. For your info~tion, la.t .~r I wrote directly to Southern Statel Cooperative in Ricb800d explainina tbe probl... They replied very pr.aptly with a courteoua letter which .aid that they have been witb­drawins certain danaeroue cbeadcal. fro. their purcba.e orders, and that tbey would aho withdraw dieldrin when and if ._body c_ up witb en adequate .ubetitute. By inference, wtU luch a lubltitute we. developed, they would continue to purvey tr .. ted .. ed. Aaain by inference, their letter r .. lly ... nt that they would .top a practice which killl off bird. and pollut ... tr .... on a 'e.i-per.anent beei' with hard p .. ticid .. , end would .top tbe i .. uanee of danseroue .ub­nance. when and if tbb could be done without any econ_ic 10... 1 taka it a. unque.tionable that tr .. ted .ead keep. better in .torase and ie tbua .are favorable frca a purely econoaic Itandpoint end from the point of view of the people in the buainea.. I belleve, however, 
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tbat increasina numbers of Aaericans are besinn1na to feel tbat 
protection of tbe land, tbe water and wildlife are more t.portant 
in tbe lona run, end nowaday. even in tbe abort run. 

A. a We.t Virain1a voter and a. an Aaerican citizen I would bop. 
that you could take a lead in e.tabli.hins rule. which would control 
thee. practice. not only in tbe State of We.t Virginia with whicb I 
.. primarily concerned, but abo naUonally. I would appreciate 
your forward ina tb1. letter to any offlcials who. you tbink could 
be of help in tbi. reaard. 

Enclo.ure 

4621 Q Street. N.W. 
Wasbington, D.C. 20007 

or 

Lo.t River, 
Welt Vira1n1a 26811 

Re'pectfully, 

Ogden W1lli ..... 


