
FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITI1IK 

Honorable John N. Irwin 
Under Secretary of State 

Dear John: 

October 2, 1970 

The l .. t ti_ we _t was long ago in York Harbor, Maine, when you 
viaited Highlend Farm where we were living at the t~. I .. at 
pre.ent in charge of the Viet-N .. Training Center in the Foreign 
Service Institute. We graduate student., both military officer. 
and civilians, who go out to Viet-Ham as kay advisor. in the CORDS 
operation. In the paat, senior State DeparODent officers have 
appeared ea principal speakers at our graduations, including Elliot 
Richardson, U. Alexis Johnson, Marshall Green, Bill Sullivan, and 
others. Additionally, military officers such a. General Walt, 
General Stilwell, and public figures like Senator Gale MeGae have 
al.o spoken at the school. 

The iaaediata purposa of this letter is to ask if you would honor us 
by being our principal graduation speaker on Friday, Deca.bar 4, at 
a ti .. in the morning most convenient for you, possibly 10:00 or 
11:00 o'clock. The audience would nlaber about 150. Tba principal 
sp .. ker no~lly talks for about twenty minutes on a .ubject of hi. 
choosing in the general foreign policy area, and sa.eti ... specifically 
about Viet-Nam. Ha .. y or .. y not accept questions ther .. fter, as he 
see. fit. He then pre. ides over the awarding of tha diplo.as. The.e 
appearance. are .uch appreciated by the student. as they 10 forward 
to serve in Viet-Ham at this tiae. 

Your appearance bere would elao live us a chance, if your tt.. per.ita, 
to acquaint you briefly with what the Viet-H .. Training Center doe. as 
en interagency activity presided over by the Department of State. We 
will be most appreciative if you vill find it possible to .. et witb 
us on Deca.bar 4. If not, we will be baving additional graduations 
at intervals of approxi .. tely six weeks tbereafter and would be able 
to suggest more convenient dates. 

Many congratulation. on your distinguished new appoint-.nt, and be.t 
peraonal regards. 

Sincerely, 

Ogden Willi8IU 
Coordinator 
Viet-Ham Training Center 


