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Dear Kr. Pinelm.y: 

Septeaber 28, 1970 

I _ In rec.ipt of your l.tter dated Sept..ber 4. 1970, in which 
you nate that your Awards C~tte. ha. coaelud.d that the _ard 
to .. of the GYM Revoll1tlOi1&ry DevelopMat Medal w •• not junUied 
ia accordaaee with certala criteria under which your ~ttee 
operate., and ther.fore, that the ..-rd 11 being di.ellowed, .tc. 
Actually, luch .,erd. _ little to .. 1n auy bureaucratic lenae, 
but you and your COIaittee llisllt be iaterened to u- tha back­
ground of the averd. 

In 1968-1969. Ganeral Hoang Van tee decided on hl. own ialtiatlve 
to sive thb award to c.rtain AMricaoa, who _re not coanaet.d 
with the RD Progr_ directly In ..,at ea •••• but whOllll he felt bad 
meant the ..,.t to ht. and hi. Gove~t over the year. In Viet­
NaIll. and such people included. a. 1 recan. IAa. Maynard, John Vann, 
."e1£ aud Mark Hlln. TIl •• ervlc.. rand.red oy .. dated back to 
1964 when I w.. the offlcer ia charse of all USAID provinclal 
repre .. ataUvee ia Vlet-NaIII .. whet was tIIan ImOWll .. the A.eheaut 
Director for Rural Affaire. After the breakup of tile Diea regt.e. 
tbe USAID Rural Affairs Office, of which I bec. ... the chief. working 
elo.ely vitll tile tIIau Colonal Lac, MUa&ed to keep the GVN fuactiollina 
ia the provinca. of Vlat-N_ at a tt.e when the central lover_tal 
.. chinary bad brolten dOWIl, and the cnbtrie. _re scarcaly fuuc.­
t10ili",. Hatcher J .... and Georae Ree.onover _ld rg= Nir thb 
period. TIle _rd frOllll Genaral Lac to .,.e1£, Lan Maynard, John 
Vann and Mark HII •• releted to tt.e., place. and relatioaahip. of 
wbicb. I _t "._. your C~ttee baa 11ttle IuIovledge. Preeieely 
bacu .. the award v .. not related to tile RD Proar_ a. such and w. 
a GVN lDitiat1ve antirely. it bad a .entt.IDtal .ignifieanee to 
Maynard and lI)'e.lf which _d. it. valuable t.o II.. perhap' evan .ore 
valuable than tba ~h ..,re pre.t.igiou8 award of tha Nat.ional Order 
1ib1ch tbe Prea1dent of Viet-NaIll ,ave lie when 1 left. the COUlltry in 
March 1969. Vitia the axceptiOQ of aeorge Jacob.on. John Vann, Dick 
&vena. Laddie St_rt aud a f_ others, I doubt that anyoo.a now in 
t.he USAID baa the .Ughteet u-leclge of, or real cDlllpetance to rule 
UPOll. tile validity of this GVN r.cognit.ion of .ervices r.nd.red in 
yeara pa.t.. 
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I cpt add _ lalt tbil\8l. th i.-.acaof ...sale by tbe GVlf bu, 
ill recut y .. ra, bec:_ ridi,ulouly taUated, aDd at.Mt aU of 
tu. have loat tlM1r oll'taloal .,aloa. Io. -.oy ~ .. , .... 18 ara tIM 
ruult of U.S. pralllUll" GIrted OCt !.lie GVlf, lIb1ch I ft .... h1pl), 
iUPPll'opdata. Bad tlka Mdal ta ctuut1011 ba_ ,ivan to _ for aay 
.erv1ca. raradarad by tIM lfiobtl')' of bvoluUoaary Develo~t 
dur1aa 1966-1969 - IIY laIt tcNr in Viet-Baa - I _ld a..". -&ad 
10 ._ ..,. to ~clioa it without offe04il\81 the GVR official. COD­
c'rDad. It dld, 10 faet, relata to a 1101" eli.taDt t .... pr"or to 
tba li6S llallchap, 1Ib8Il .1ICb ,eltarel had c_ .. dar.lltle l1p1fl~. 
to lbe people iuolyad. At tM t ... CaMral Lac oIIttaiaad til ... _4al 
for X- Kayurd, J. V_, Hark Bu. ·aDd .,. •• U, I "'U.". it Val 

a total lurprll. to all of lUI. a-.l Lac .... licatad dlat .. had 
f.lt tllat -1 of lUI _1" leavll\8l n.t-.... aa4 h • .-t.d lUI to 
~ how hi. Govar_t f.lt t_rd. ua for wbat _ had COCttdllatad 
In hi. ~try over _y y .. n. Obvioualy, yow- c-f.tt •• 11 in • 
dUflcult pol1Uoa to reDder .1ud..-ta in till. reprd. 00 prindple, 
I beli.". yow; c-1tt .. alIould rae_lder ita deell1on. 

cc: Mr . George Jacobson 

O/FSI/VTC:OW:d 

Slucarely. 

Oael- WUll_ 
Coordlnator 
Vi.t ...... TralD1na Canter 


