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FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 

Mr. George D. Jecob.an 
A .. htot Chief of Steff for CORDS 
Headquartere, MACV 
APO San Franci.co 96222 

Dear Jake: 

September 28, 1970 

In late 1968 or early 1969, 1 va. totally .urpri.ed to receive fro. 
General Hong Van Lac a Revolutionary Developaent Madal. Apparently, 
it occurred to bt- one day that be vented to make e ge.ture towerd. 
certain ~rican. vith wno. he had worked in Viet-x.. for .any year. 
and wno. he thought tbe GVN .bould racOlQi&e. The.e indlviduah vera 
Len Maynard, ~.elf, John Vann and Mark Hu •• , e. I recall. Of the 
entire group, only Mark Hu .. vea ectually working on Lac'. progr_ 
at the time. In oy ce.e and e. regard. _, it ve' Lec'. _7 of 
acknowledging help given to hi. and the GVN in 1964 when I we. in 
cherge of the USAID Rural Affair. operation throughout Viet-Nla. A. 
you can i ... 1ne, this struck .. and Len Maynard a8 a particularly 
.enti_tal end touching guture. The value of the _rd ley pre­
ci.ely 1n the fact that it repre.ented a .pontaneou. feeling on Lac'. 
part, and vu DOt a routine thing in recognition of any .ervice. 
rendared to the RD progr ... a •• uch. Nadale in Viet-NIa have becoaa 
.0 ridiculoualy inflated, particularly on the .tlitery .ide, that 
they have little of their foraar value. Conversely, Lec'. ge.ture 
va. all the .ore aeaningful. 

Thb .orning I received a verdict fro. tha USAID GVN Avard. Ca.1ttee, 
headed by a Hr. Pinckney. indicating that the Coeee1ttee we. dballoving 
the -.del a8 not haVing been _rited. etc. I don't think the Coaaittee 
really is in a po.ition to deteraine what Lac'. r ... onB were in honor­
ing _. Len. John Vaan and Mark Hu... It is anc.aloua that the award 
would have apparently been approved if recoaaanded in the fir.t in­
stance to the GVN by ~ American .upervi.ors, but wa. con.idered un­
called for a. baing the re.ult of a .pontanaous GVN initiative! I 
.u.pect the reveree should be tha rule. WhUe the llledal. a •• uch, 
..ana nothing to _, the validity of lac's ge.ture doe., a. e 
.ouvanir of _ch work that wa. done together in 1964, when the only 
GVN pre.ence in the Province. after Di .. •• d.-1.e we. the Rural 
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Affairs/GVN Joint program. This evidently meant aomething to Lac, 
even after five yeers, and it still meanM something to me. In this 
context, the USAID Ca.a1ttee's decision is a bureaucratic juds-ant 
which I find regrettable and uncalled for. Do you agrea? 

Plea.a let u. know when you expect to be in the Wa.hington araa 
during your forthcoaing visit. Of course, Wa very much want to have 
you bring ua and our .tudents up-to-date on Viet-Naa developaenta. 

With best regards. 

Enclosure 

O/FSI/VTC:OW:d 

Sincerely, 

Ogden Williams 
Coordinator 
Viet-Ham Training Center 


