
DRAFT 

Mr. Robert H. !rooter 
Ans1etant !dndn1strator 
Bureau f or Viet-H~ 
Agenq- for International Development Washington, D. C. 20523 

Dear Kr. Hooterl 

c 

I heard todq that the incOJaing clase at the Viet-NaIll Trsi ni ng 
Center, according to the latest data available, ldll consist ot 
thirtT Majors, ten Colonels, two sbort-te1"l1l Depart!lent ot State 
otficer., two Public SafstT candidates b'olll A. I. D. , and. one long-
term language student trom USIA. Naturall;y, we ldll be in touch 
ld.th the DepartllMlllt ot State regarding its own inputs, but I did 
ld.sb to tIlCPlore ldth :IOU what s_ to us to be 8 verr serious 
problem. 

As :IOU know, CORDS/V1et-N~ has consbtentl;y stated that it 
places the higheet priorit;y on recehing langu.Ige-trained officers. 
The new VTC class contain. no long-term trainees !rom A. I . D. I have 
heard that there is a cona1derabl. backlog ot applicants, including 
a substantial number ot 7OU"8 Peace Corp. Teterans , who are volunteers 
tor Viet-Nam dut7. Indeed, 90lIl& of thue 1Dd1viduals have been in­
cluded in virtualiT everr VTC class since its inception in 1967. 
Does the total absencs ot Il17 long-tam candidate. at the prennt 
time indicate that A.I. D. is no longer hiring for Viet-NaIll? I am 
sure that Ambassador ColbT and others ldll be increasingl;y al.ar!led 
at our failure to provide language-trained 7OU"8 ot!icers !rom 



either Stete or A.I. D., and anT light you could throw on this 
problem lIOUl.d be III1ch appreciated. 

With best; wiehee. 

Sincere~, 

Howard E. Sollenberger 

0/FSI/VTCrOWil11amSld 7/22/70 

Howard, 

Her e's a letter for AID. I am writing Colby. You might wish to handle others by phone. I have telephoned Fred Brown, 
but no one else in State. 

o.w. 


