
FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 

Honorabl. William E. Colby 
Deputy COMUSMACV for CORDS 
c/o American Emba.sy 
Saigon, Vi.t-N .. 

Dear Bill: 

March 19, 1971 

--------

Thank you for your letter of March 8. I baeten to reply, not knowiag wheth.r thl. will reach you before your next r.turn to the U.S. Oft ho.e leave. 

P~gardlag your lett.r, .lace no Ctaes S officer. are vorklag at dl.trlct lev.l today, there would .... to be no reason for th .. to receive the Dbtrict Cour.e in ttl pr •• ent fona. I would polnt out, however, the pre.eat Dbtrlct Cour.e contatns 300 hours of J.aaauage treiniag. Under our -are .. ents witb State, Clee. S officer. would not aonully be livea loag-tera lanauale (approxt.at.ly 1200 bOllr.). Thus, we have tb. followlna optlO1l1 OPetl to ua: 

1. Give Cla .. S officers the .tx ...... k B.dc Cour •• (whicb includ •• 30 houra of lntroductory Vlet-.. laaauea.) plu. a w.ek or two of .p.clal brl.flag. on the 1971 Plan ao4 other op.ratlonal .. tten at the province level, ao4 theft .end t~ out. Thle would iavolv. a progr_ of approxi .. tely .ight weeb at VTC. 

2. The Cla .. 5 offic.rs could rec.ive the Bade Cour.e plua two _.b of op.rattOlll plua what.v.r -.aunt of laaauaae t ralniag you de .. dedrabl •• bort of the norMl cc.a1e.ent to tbe loag-tara laaguage cour.e of 48 weeb. Tbb would bave to be worked out carefully betw •• n CORDS and State. 

In .hort, it would .... logical to live up Dlstrict Operatlon. traln1na ln tt. pr •• ent fora for Cla •• S offlc.r., but ln .0 dolna we .1.0 Itve up 300 hOllr. of Vietname.e laagua,e. Doe. tbt. trouble you? Obvloualy, the eadut .01ution would .imply be to .U..lnat. aay leaguare requir ... at for Cla.. S offic.r. beyond the 30-bour lntroductory prOSr_, and .. nd thea out aft.r oa1y .isht weeb at VTC. Fraakly, I would teDd to favor .uch a .olution. I fe.l 
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th.t personnel todey ,enerally do not vant to tie up sub.t.nti.l 
a.ounta of ti.. in trelnlna for Viet-Nam. With the exception of those 
junior officer. who ere .et •• ide for lanauase tr.inina. I see many 
.dvant.,e. in not extending the tr.iniua ti.. .t VTC beyond wh.t i • 
• b.olutely n.c •••• ry. 

Since you will 800Q be in W •• hinaton. would you be free to discu.s 
this with us •• well •• with John Burns .nd others? 

O/FSI/VTC:Owilliams:d 

Sincerely. 

Olden Willi ... 
Coordinator 
Viet-Nam Tr.lnins Center 


