
4621 Q Street, N.W. 
Washiaaton, D. C. 20007 

Director, Bureau of LaDd Manaa_nt 
u.s. Depare.ent of the Interior 
washiugton, D. C. 20240 

AttentiOD: 320 

Deer Sir: 

February 16, 1971 

I wish to as.ociate myself with the protest reaistered by virtually 

every cODeervatiOD orpniution in the United State. aaaiDllt any 

early authorization of the proposed Alaskan 011 pipeUne, hearinp 

Oft which ere pre.ently in progress, and would request that my views 

be lIIIIde pert of the record. 

I DOte thet the U.S. Neval OU Reaerve wa. d18covered y .. rs &10 and 

hes DeeD kept iD reserve as a netural resource without the apparent 

need for i-..diate exploitation which is claimed OD behalf of the 

privately-owued oil fields. 1 .. DOt fully persuaded as to tha 

"nationel security" ara-nt which iz ra18ed 011 behalf of the new 

pipeline. I note thet alternate routes, such as through Caneda, 

_y DOt heve been fully studiad. Further, I .. Dot persuaded that 

the values thr .. teued by the proposed new pipeliDe are less t.pGrtaDt 

to the UD1ted States iD the loug run thaD the developDeDt of the oil 

reserves iD Northeru Alaska. 

One reed. about eudle •• suppli .. of oil .hele elsewhere iD North 

.. rica, iuc:ludiug within the cootiDeutal UD1ted State.. Why cannot 

the.e be developed e. eD elternative to ruaniaa uuacceptable ri.ks 

in the last frontier area we po ..... ? The arauaent. of ecoaoaic 

profit and ecoaoadc activity have been eDllhrined throughout our 

country ' . history above and beyond anythiug el.e which we .upposedly 

hold .acred. I believe that, aa a c1vlliutlon, _ are on the thre.­

hold of a new attitude toward. the land in which _ will view our.elves 

a. cooperatort in the natural sch_ of thinas rather than _rely 

exploiters of natural re.ources. I think it 18 f..IIIportant thet, a. 

thi. new ettitude il tea ted and adjuat.entl iD our traditional practices 

are _de, _ do DOt pre-empt the future by rushiug forward into still 

auother irreversible .t.taka. 

Even if one ass_. that the 011 re .. rv .. of Northern Ala.ka _at in 

the loug run be exploited, I _ not per.uaded that it -.t be done iD 

the manner pre.eDtly propo.ed, or that some overwhel.taa nece.aity 



require. u. to do _ what ai&ht be done better later. A venture 
IUch AI the proposed oil pipe11ne, which haa iJIIplicationl for all 
American people, .hould not be allowed to be the pri_ry coucern 
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of private co.panies who.e understandable ~tivation i. profit. 
Precipitoua action by luch private aroup. would provide the stronaeat 
araument for public ownerlhip of beaic natural re.ourcea, aa.ethina 
we have traditionally avoided UDder our free enterprile Iyat... If 
a free enterprise .y.t .. il to continue, it can only do '0 in a much 
broader context wherein the public aood il clearly placed aheed of 
private ecouoaic gain, even thouah luch econoadc aain .. y affect 
lIIIUly thoulandl of people. 

In ••• enee, I think we are concerned here not with IIOney but '11th 
the utilization of our 1IIOSt badc national patrimony. Thu., we _t 
face , and cannot avoid facina, the really ba.ic que.tiona, Inch a. 
do we nged the 011, do we need it _, how can we get it while .till 
prelervina the laDcUty of thh national patrimony. Unle •• the .. 
queationa can be ana_red loberly aDd 'lith that .enee of relpcm8i­
bility which should attend any tamper ina with our la.t great natural 
area , then clearly 'Ie lhould not ao ru.hina ahead. Hi.tory i. already 
.itUna in judpent on the way 'Ie Americana have u.ed or ahu.ed our 
natural heritaae. Hhtory will alao sit in juclgaent on thb generation 
and ita l_ken a. 'Ie att.,t to cope with the co.plex i18_ luch as 
that ralled by the.e northern oil relerve.. I am by DO _ana pereuaded 
that WI have yet approached the ta.k with that lenae of relponalbillty 
and cocaitJEnt which tha 8ituaUon d_nd.. I therefore requelt that 
thi. que.tion of the develop_nt of Ala,ken oil be deferred -- al the 
exploitation of the Naval Oil Relerve hal been deferred for _y 
year. -- until every pOI.ible pro.pect 1. explored and value judgaentB 
.. de which repreaent the collective intere.ta of the American people 
and not the econoadc intereau of a alnority , even .uch a larae 
ainority a. the oil indu.try of the United State •• 

Again, I reque8t that thh .tat_t be included in the pipeline 
hearilll record. 

Respectfully, 

Ogden Willi .. 


