
Mr. Harvey M. Ames Jr. 
016329903 
Mvisory Team i 1 
Drato/er 18 HVSS 
APO San Francisco 96349 

Dear Harvey: 

Sept:.arber 22, 1971 

'1y delay of replying to your letter of Jtme 11 is partly because 
I fanned it out to variou'J people wOO might help in regard to your 
career plans. Regarding training, they ascertained that you have 
never oontacted your backstop, Alqerta Talbert, .!\/PM, Rcmn 406 B, 
Rosslyn Plaza, A.I.D.. If you want training at saoo point you should 
oontact her directly. She is very helpful. I have been universally 
told that the FSI Eocnc:rnics course is cutstanding arxi su:Jge.'lt you take 
that if you decide to go for training. 

I was transferred fran VOC in June arx1 nt::M have a sort of staff 
jd> in East Asia as Special Assistant for Narcotics Control. '!he idea 
is to get East Asian oountries to stop producing the stuff, which may 
be easier than trying to prevent sale of the finished prexluct 00 the 
lIloorican streets. ~t of the actioo is in State or the Bureau of 
Narcotics at this stage, although A.I.D. will playa major role in the 
loog run. After my brief trip to Vietnam last January, I ~t again 
to Bangkok in JIIDe, spending a rouple of days in Saigon 00 the return 
trip, arx1 recently took three ,'leeks vacatioo, t\olO in 'l\misia and ooe 
in Maltana. I believe you are familiar with the Rxkies, but I nust say 
that even the wilds of IW!st Virginia seem pretty tane by ClCJ1l)arisoo. 
I am a wild dry fly fishennan and the solitary matching of wits with 
trout in a rrountain stream in the Rxkies must be the closest thing to 
paradise 00 earth, at least as regards nontropical paradises. 1\ctually 
1971 has been a poor year healthwise althou:Jh I am in better shape now. 

Regarding your career, I suspect that, for a period of yaars, the 
main interest and action will not be in the foreign aid field, but rab.'1er 
in dcmestic affairs, particularly the envil:culellt, and possibly in the 
private sector overseas. '!he day ~Jhen the \;orld was a groat big vaClUll!l 
with everybody needing what lIloorica had to offer ana wanted to give CMay 
has gone. Now we seem to be in the positioo of wanting to export our 
problems rather than our solutions, arx1 naturally the' market is nore 
limited. Cbvicusly there will be a lot of social work being done 
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overseas, but I do think the great days of foreign aid are over for 
the 1:i.rM being, if not permanently. If I were your age I would be 
roroptive to involveroonts in other frootiers. <X1e ~le: lbol to 
prevent the rana.ini.ng marvelOl.lB areas of the u.s. fran being loused up 
by the oc:rrbined forces of pcpulation and industries. It is a very CXI1t>lex 
prd:>lan, obviously. Places like 'bntana and Idaho are still great only 
because people have a hard tine aaking a living there, which keeps the 
pq:>Ulation pressure dam. HeM oould one increase the prosperity of 
those areas \#ithout inevitably attracting IlOrC people, and if rrore people 
carro, ha# ooul.d they coexist with nature so as not to destrcrj it? 'lhis 
would seem to be a major challenge for your generation. en the other hand, 
you might want to just make rroney in a lush tropical setting, which \-IOOld 
be great mltil age 50, after which you "lOUld tend to becane a character 
fran Sonerset l1augham or Joseph Conrad, etc. 

In arrt case you state you will be here around New Year. Clearly 
I>'e should have a reunion at the fann in WestWirginia. Yoo can dig 
holes in the ioe for roo to put trees into in the spring. '1aybe you 
oould round up 1-1ary ~.faughan and Susan Crane to liven t.llings up a bit. 
I guess they are about as q::.p>site as girls can be hIt I like t.'1ern 
both. NxNe all, let me knaY heM things are going in Vietnam no;~. 
'l1le press here has always ta.1cen the view that everything was going to 
hell in a handbasket out there, or they h:lped it would, whereas the 
qJerators in the field for their part tended to overlook the 
deficiencies of the Viet:naroose out of appreciation or syn;.athy for 
their gocx:l qualities. ~-lhat are the odds that t.~ South Viet::nane3e 
will hack it after the T..hited States air and artillery are raooved, 
or before? '!he enmIY is nasty but he has always been willing to fight 
for what he wants, whereas the Southerners are JTtUCh nicer and den' t 
want to be taken over but are less fanatical about fighting for what 
they want. 

Hq>ing to hear fran you soon, 

All the best, 

O;Jden Williall1S 

4621 Q St. NI'l 
Washln::Jtcn, D.C. 20007 


