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lr. Wesley Fiahel 
Center tor Viet.namese Studies 
Southem Ill1no1s Univere1t;y 
Carbondale, 1'11 nois 62901 

Dear WeSI 

February Z7, 1970 

Yeeterd.aT I received a letter tram Ngu;ran Ngoe An with ltlOlll I 
worked closel;r during 1969 and 1969 ltlen he WIlS Kin1eter tor 
Chieu Hoi and &leo M1n1eter at Information in the Huong Cabinet. 
Former M1n1ster An is now out ot ottice and wrote me the attached 
letter ltlich 11 sel1.'-e:xplanator;y. 

I 8111 writing because I truly feel that he could be an outstanding 
addition to ;your tacult;y in one at n nuDlber ot capacities. Let. me 
describe this 1nd1vidualin greater detail. He comes trom Trang 
Bang District at Hau Nghia Province and is 56 years old. He was 
a battalion cOlllllBllder in the Viet Minh and had ecct.enaive personal 
experience in guerrilla COIIbat. He was number two in the Min1str;y 
at the Interior in the eerlier Huong Cabinet in 196.5, having been 
one ot the members at the "Caravelle Group." During IDOst at his 
career, he was prlno1pal ot a ntIIIIber at private schools, and thus 
his pr:1.Jpr;y career was in education. 

He is a man at ver;y high integrit;y and great torce of character. 
To give ;you I!CIIIe insight into his peraonality, his customary 
routine ltlile H1nist.er ot Ch1eu Hoi was to go to bed at 10 o'clock 
and get up at 3100 a.m. He would work on otfice papers tor three 
hours, then take one hour's physical training, then go to the otfice 
and put his paperwork in the out basket, lIh1ch gave him a chance to 
have conferences and deal ldth the man;y problems ltlich would arise 
during the dq without holding up ths usual heavy load ot documen­
tatlon. I would describe him as a RonIan character, deeply patriotic, 
anxious to S88 Vi~am retumed to civilian control, vigorous and 
dynaDtic. He was also a man at 1IIIpeccable manners and old world 
courtes;y. He used to appear on television and radio quite i'requently, 
and alec made many public speeches, and WIlS one of the more etrective 
GVN spokeemen. 
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An 1JINk- tair Jncl1ab 1tich be 18 rap1d.q 1IIIprov1Dg, tluct French 
and i_ ~ YeI ii6d in the cla_aical culture and hi_t.o17 ot 
VieW... As an 1DI11v.1.c1ual, a t1cbter and a poliUcian, I t.b1nk he 
wuld be an outetanc!ing repreeezrt.at.ive of his COunt.17 abroad and one 
1Ibo 1IOUl.d be 1IIII8IleelT popular with the taculty and st.udent. at )'OUr 
achool. lfhcm I ft'ce1ved. M1niat~ An'_ latter, it ocCU1'l'ed to l1li 
atrdgbt &W7 that he 18 prea1ael;r the t1PB ot IIIIUl lIboIIl 70U JIIight 
14sh to haTe Visit or woril: 14th sm in 1lOIII8 capaoity. Sinoe I 
atronglT belieYa in h1III, I 1«)Uld be prepared. to send h1III an airline 
Uoket tl'oIII 11fT 0ICn funds it that. were the onlT wq to bring h1III to 
the United State.. 1fT regard tor hill uke_ 11& want to do IICIIBth1ng 
tor h1III, but I oan assure ;you that it in no wq afteats 11fT objectiv.1.ty 
ooncerning hi_ poteoUal to a progrI.lIl such as ;your.. I willh to replT 
to hi. lett.~ IIhortlT and wuld apPreciate IIlIT 1nd1caUon 70U a1ght 
be able to give &II to IIlIT intereat )'OUr eohool JIIight have in hie 
~ce •• 

I am going t.o spend the .mth ot April in Thailand and will be paesing 
through Saigon on the wq out. I fDA7 be able to return through India 
and will t17 to locate Walt Ladejansky in New Delhi, it he is still 
there. I am at preeent in charge ot the Vie~am Training Center ot 
the Foreign Servioe InsUtute, lIh10h I .find 1IIOst interesting. Last 
week we had a v.1.ait !rem Dennie D\meanson trom London, and you will 
be interested to know that he l'8DI!Iins a ata\Dlch supporter ot Ngo 
dinh Diem. P. J. Honey will be visiting us at the end ot March, 
and I will be 1IIOst intereeted to hear hie aesesl!IIIIent ot North Viet­
Nam, part1aularlT since I have never DIet h1III in person. 

I hope the new program at Southern Illinois wUl tlourish and extend 
11fT beat 14shee. 

Attachment 

SincerelT, 

Ogden Williams 
Coordinator 
Viet-Nam Training Center 

P.S. You will note trcm An'e latt~ thllt he thought he wanted to 
teach Vietnameee at our sohool here in Washington. Obv1ouelT, I 
would love to have h1III with UII hero, but I can hardly see a tormer 
M1n1ster ot V1et-Nam drilling YO\Dlg students in basic Vietna1D8se, 
1Ih1le the rest of the instructore are young girls or YO\Dlg men. 
Therefore, I am hoping to look at eomething 1110r8 lIO~ of An's 
calibre. 

O.W. 
O/FSI/VTC:OWilliams:d 
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Honorable Ngu;rm~goc-An 
11.8 au xa 'l'raD-QuaDg..o1eu 
Saigon. V1eW8Il 

Dear H1nist.er Ant 

Karch 2. 1970 

Tbank 7011 very IIIUCb tor 1OUl' lett.er ot Januar,r 1970 and tor the 
tine gift vh1ch 7011 sent 1118. I shall wear the cutt llnks and 
tie pin 'ld.thgreat pleasure. You are entire~ too generous. 

Regarding 1OUl' IJU8Pst.1on that 7011 Dd.ght work 1d.th us at this 
school. I .. uplor1ng the possibilities now. Ot oourse, nothing 
vould please JIlt) IIOre than to haw 7011 with us. It your duties 
were to teach language onl,y, I think this would be DlCh below 
your distinction as a tormer Minister ot Viet-Nam and as princi­
pal of private sahools in Viet-Kam. I think we wuld have t.o find 
a position in Which 7011 could make a broader contribut:.ion. 

In this connection. I han also written to Dr. Wesley Fishel at 
the Center tor Vietnaalese Studies, Southern IU1nois University. 
Oarbcodale, Illinois. I do not. know 1d1ether they are now lDoldng 
tor Vietnamese ds1.ting protessors on the11' etatt. but it tha;r 
lIe1'e. I believe that a position such as that would possibl,y be 
mre in cOIlBCX1&J1Ce with your diat.ingu1shed stat.us than an;yth1ng 
available here at our little training center. Nevertheless. I 
811 worldng en this prob16lll, and 1dll. do tIVW'1th1ng I oan to give 
7011 a chance to visit the United States While awaiting what I 
hope will be your ret.urn to a political position in Viet-Nam. 
Among other things, lIOuld 7011 not wish to run tor the Senate 
so that 7011 could wield influence 1d.thin the Government? 

I have been al!lked to spend the month ot April in Thai 1 and looking 
at the insurgent areas in that. country, and during that time I 
will det1n1tel,y vis1.t Saigon, although I do not ;yet. know the exact 
date. I am not able to leave Washington until March 31. and IIIl8t 
report directl,y to Bangkok to begin work. After April 30 I will, 
ot oouree. be retum1ng here to Waah1ngt.on. 
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Again, Hr. H1D1ater, lIlT deep appreoiaUcm tor JUIU" JdMneSI. In thtl letter I can c:anq tell JOU that I .. 1IOl'ldDg to arrange IICIIII&­th1Dg for 70U in the Ullited Statell, aDd 1d.ll keep in touch ae soon ae ~ spea1.t1c 1s fOUDd. I take aDa hour each dq of spoken V1etn··" hl1l'ii lot GI1r school, 80 I ld.ll be able to 887 a few thingll in v~ .. lIben _ meetl 

With rq bi8h regard and beat ld.ebell, until 1118 I118lt in person. 

O/FSI/VTC:OWilliams:d 

SinaerelT. 

Ogden Wllli811111 
Coordinator 
Viet-Nam Training Center 


